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HISTORY OF THE 
INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

CMAITER XXII I 

AD.MIXISI RATION'; THE MEDICAL BOARD 

1 0 in .1 I’.ltli- l»; ii 1 aulhiJi i1 

Sn A K i. a-LAR j;. /.•; .l/t c, .\f.t II. Srino i’. 

Mow it was iniiJid iiacossary, a.^ s^cn as a ri'f^nlar Ah'dii'.il Servin' 
had bn ii oial^lir'ln d, that liial Service sheiild ha\’e seinr delinitr 
h«Md, li;i^ :i]r..‘;idy n latrd in Cha]). X\’ H, Rank. In Bengal 

Tli<»ma< Andersen was aj^peijiird ]\li]iiaiy Siiri^on Gener.d en 
8ti\ Ne\'., ijtw). and in March, lyj.], Daiii*-] t aniphell, wlio was 
head el the t i\'il ])ranch ei tin* Ser\'ire, I)t'('ajne Sniiaaiii General 
also, willi .niliiorily ovv’r aJJ in«ijil>ers the Ser\a‘('e, .MiJitary 
and Civil. .\ pmpesal inad«* !)>■ Campbell in to a})poi.nl 

a. Sf Cend Snrt^enn General fnv tla* .Ximy. while Im' r« iain«*d lie- 
rank and pe>i (,f ('i\ i] Sni'.^veii General, was [ejected. In Madras 
Stephen Bri^ej^s was -Mililaiy Surgeon (joiieial in i/yj-Oo, tlie 
title was al)oli>hcd wlien Bii.ui;s beeana Senior Civil Sjn\f.;eiin. 
When, in 1770, Gilbert Pasley was ar^sf.-eia tod with Ih'i.L^/^s In fniin 
a. Committee gowniin.^ tlie Medical Depart jnent, this Bnard 
was in all but. name, and in the fact that it consisted of two 
members instead of tliree, identical witli Uk; Medi<'al Board 
formally est.ablislied in 1786, Qji Bri.e;.(s* retirinnent Pa.>I( \' and 
James Anderson, tin.*, two -Madras Surf;cnn^, discharged iIk.- same 
duties. The title of Snrgr-on Gtmera.J was renewi-d, in Pasley's 
favour, on 25th -Mareb, 1780. On PasleyV death in 1781, Ander- 
son and Lucas continned to act together on this informal B(jard. 
The four Principal Surgeons of Bombay tilled a similar positiem 
in that Presidency. 

H.I.M.S. VOL. II. n 
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In 1785 th^- (null l^in‘Clnis .srnt nut nrdt'is for tlie mgu- 
Intinn uiid f^nvru'iin^'nt of tlio Mt*dic;il l.)*‘p.'irfnu*ms of tljc thro(‘ 
Pn-sidi.'nt'Jo.s. Tliosc <jrdor.> un* r/.»ntain*cl in a Cn iu.-rul Lrtter 
frnin Conrl. in all ilirrr' l^rn*>id»'nr.irs. (l;it»'d Srf)!., 1785, and 
in tlu' ar.':nrn))ii.n\'ini^ (Inrnnic'iits. ()1 ilin l.Mtoi'. tin* ninsi ini]')<>r- 
tanl i-; i-nliili d. trspiclijii; M iUUny JL>sf>i!ii/>i Imiia. 

.Para>. “1 tii* ('niiri’s Irlt'T n) ji.-t 1785. In ]\Iadras 

aJ'n as f< j]|n\v> : 

J\ir.t. " < nil- .1 iviiiL^ tli'* '-.iu- fi{ nnr si.-k or woimrln! st.klitrs to 

i)': .'111 n!)|r< 1, (lict.il *‘i 1 as we!] l>v -‘Oiin'l ]w)/;i y i-v liy iiiini.'iiiii \'. \vc lirivo 
|)‘-stnw«‘i! ijiai' alliMUin!! in rxainiiiinif lliat. Mihji-' i ; .'ind ilic in- 

\ li.r, niii to IP. tha pii»pint\' nf t r. « r.s] Jii | i i n.'.; !(> \'OU 

pn*'-.!'-'* i.t i- )!p, inr ilif(oudn»t <»ur 1 1- >-n] it.il-:. 1 li' -i' lo. ;;rula.lion.s 

in vi<'w in laiiiovn iaitv <‘.li.in‘«‘ ni f!i<- Trorip- aiiiriin:> tmju a want 
of jinip'T .iUondaii- «■, <:• nnlnrl ;ibh- , 5 < v niuin-' x Lo i* 'ii.--, y-'"!] nu'diiiiirs, 

Di'-I, No-.pital ■■ iii-'s. A«‘.. .uid 1») •".lakii- li .-.ii- li .i iKiUivaiJ i'\rr tlio 

1 >' p.ii tni'nil s n! ih«* 1 l«>.'-.pi| a 1 . a.•^ will liniil Ih'* Annual i xptni . to 

wlial .u i- np r< lv in ■i *- . '.a r\' and to .i -m im t.im tin* t jiari.vs wit'i a». i. ni’.i' y. 

I'h-.-y likrwiia in \'ir\v 1o .ib'diah tii'* aliMiid of aliowiny 

Siir;.s.a>ns t'> lx-U'*iit in jnopMrnnn to (la* nnmlK-r nl Sit k nnika tla ii ia.ir, 
or to (liTiv<* a.:r>' .nK anta'.’/' in coiv-. * pi-aa-. nl {iiair mu.iinin;; a <»! 

tinin in liv' 1 In-;p! I a! nn-l‘T sinli a :\'-ifin inii-'l bo t«»o nfirii tin' 

• MSP to llu’ jivajndic'' oi t ii-.- \ is and In tip* ipaMt di-:.MMi <• ol huinanily. 
Hnt at. Ill'' sanir tiim.- that tin*.''*' iv’i'nlaU* 'ns ao* pa i'* ii. nl n ly dirtf.u.'d 
.iijaiiist anv dc'Lp'fo ol ;ibu->'\ lliry ham*, out * ntour.i,f.s‘niant to Mm oi 
■ ilnlitics a.iid (di.tr.u tf r t<j [irostiiuil'- tlv* Modir il lino in India, liy ( '■'la.blisli- 
iinj laMson.ilda jn osjvals lo I ndividuab; .ind a n-ynlar ’pr- >'.;i r-a.i, ,ii , ,t Rank 
lioin tin- Inidii'-^t to tin* I'wva^t slali'Mi. in ilu- bonipany's ".pr\ i« i-. 

- 17 - “ rii'.’Sf Krj^oilations ait‘ (.'nitaiiu’d in two I’a]»crs whitli 

aa. omji.ius' iJiis ; onomlilN'd ‘ Kr::;ni.! t ion ' n- ;p''.-i in,*; Milii.nv Iloj'itals 
in India,’ llii’ oit'.-'i mtitird * I'ornri a.nd ]\ri;nl.\! ion-, jo.r th-- Xpothf. .arv 
in nliars'o *'t tk*' M'-dii iin- Slorr.'. .d tin- dillormi I *ii -idi’ia i- s in Jndi.i.* 

I\uii. yS. ■ Oar .Military l ad-dilislnumls iwi-n npi'ii tJi- sr.do to wliirii 
tli- V .ire lodnacd, joined to rha pr.»j)-.r '-upply r*! our llo^pit d.'- will laijnu'o 
a viTv I •)n''id('rabK- nninbcr oi SiiiLS'oiis and A>si-!ant--. lint from llin 
latest rnliiriis \vt* liavo --aan. wr- tako it tor lUMiitad, tln rt- inii"! ix* now in 
Bi.MiLial a. Miiru imt nniulK-r bir all lia- purjxisfs wr lia\o ilirratpd and liko- 
wi'-'' a’ in. my nior*- as m.i\' atl«.)rd a Mi]'piy to our oiln-i Salt Jmients. if 
anv should br r''r]uiraii at any of tliviu.* 

/’./>;/. 30. “ As in tlu‘ ]n'< M.‘nt statv (»f <nir allairs, wr* (.‘aniiot admit of 

anv nniiocvssary nxpmsv wr ha\ «' comn to a ros(.>!iil ion and diiaa t that no 
m-.nc Siiryu'ons or As.Nist.ini Siir^von.s, ilian thosr nvrv.s.sary for onr stweral 
I '**'^‘* J-lst.ddishmmts shall draw pay or allowa.iues from the 
( oiu'panv. I he Snpernnmeiarics must depend on their private praxtice 
till X'aeaiuies fall ; as it: was not our intention in ].)enniUing Surgeons of 

* (.)wiiui to (ieaths and resignations, the surplus number of Medical Olheers 

in Hf'iigal had been al'sorbed info tlie nycular estahlishnieiit. before this letter 
wa.s written. Set' Ch.ip XIV, Strrugtk frrnt iinir /i time. 
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to 1 lo Iiuii..i lo piTu.tir'’ in ijirif J’rok' tiiHl 

IIk^'V shoukl inini'.xii.iifly <>ii t)n-ii .iniwtl r.i\, uru'..ss .tppvfiiiLcd i<> 

xorik' stnioii ill coTi'.t.i[uorn.i' oi V’atMik it>. 

.|o. *' .I'riuii this n'suJulion, h«'\\rv«.'T. it i * uui too\t'iu]Ji 

^uch -'IS li:i\r in actii.il >'.t\ ici' with ilu- i'jix.ns oi in Pt t:tv. liiiu nl'- 

• . r * 

(Inning llir W'.ir, .uni \v<' (.oiisL-ni l<i tiu'ir fli nw ini;, ilu-ii Tax while iin 
C'm|>!o\Td.'' 

i’ii'.' , U'l'i .'i 1 !]').' n \ iii,L: w liirli .n c* « •! n -i 1-1(11 i n hie K-hglli. 

nr*.' brluw, inihli.-linl in M.'dus (i.O. «-i Sili 

!.'. \!}Lui th-. . i /. ! /. ;J t 

'' ’■ |ijK, 

■' I J he 1 IM i-.-id'-nl . .ind (''.iinud }•!'. l«» 

tin.' i'Hl'iwini; Kn!' e:inl ^ >:dt ii-.-ni i ni. ( oiiit oi ) Min Hu t In- Ah i!i. .d 

I >' j> ii ! III'. M . n. I li » dii I « l 1 h.d i In- Si ! i« I f i nil i*. -n I *■ } -.i !« i lo : in in. 1*\ 

.ill I *.< vrn.i : •‘i . . .-.i.d * »1 In » < hh '- iind liniein. 

I - Wnii .1. VHW l<> .;i\e nV.!\ d(.;li(- ol ■ Mn .i;-,i Jh* li ! !«• Mm (■•i 

1 'ri HI.! i and ini* .u.i it\' !«' j H' •■-r* nt n liu- Mcdi* .d liii-. in om 

S'.i\i<*-!ii India, \V >• in i - 1 <iN < • t ih.-.i n.t lx n:.;.d mid .M.-.dm^^ tlnii .-h.dl 
hi ■ ;i I : \ ! I ! . . n ( I* 1 :■ T, d . 1. ' I )i l « •: i < i « - t 1 1 if 1 i ■ i . j »i j ;t 1 \\ 1 1 ) i J n iii i \ “I x i 
1 >. Annnni. mi'.l n ('hi' 5 ^ni hi v.ith ' -.dmA i-i - •, Aiinmn, .md ih'’ 

Ilea*! *il' < \i r\' uii'-f.- .''•.••>*> ni'-ii ni.iv hf l.dJ'iiH f! in 

J 'f.n ■ . * ■: \\ . 1 ; , • li.d i ii. . \ ♦ .• '-v !.• f \- * n i a "• n .i n« ! i In ■ I I > .■ d S ni ",i < 'in; « >1 ;dl 

Ilf ' it in 1 I. .1 i .■ i . d i I • • 1 »d .d • .1 I • ‘ 1 « • ' : • •,;* h m < i ■* » p. Annum . Mini, 

nil ^•!1I■, Ill ih i’ii:i' ;:!• ih.dl imv*- Idu a.n.l I nii ■] uiii'-n 1;. <-i n 

('.ipl.iin i-i hiiniiM v n;x.n iln ir I i.-l.'!: iiim nl, Ih.'pn. j M.iS ihc l\i\. 

.md f hi 'iiiin-ii! •• »>! .. I.iini-nin; mI Intmitiv' iipinj thfii ]-. i.. hln hiiif nh . 

:in*i K'c‘L;inr ::*,..l M.di • iin- and I in* iliim* nn-. oi I n !;;n' 'U !nl;udi\' 

upf'n ih'ir Iv ’ .i h!i Inn'ii* A‘ tjn- I'u- id* nf\ <»'. l’i»ii:l'n\ liu- iiinn 

( a-; Pi! '. t. 1 > >1 i ■■ !</ !“• fi \ f .! >.d.'irv *'l / i ,'»*• p Annnin, < >ii'- 1 hr piiid 

SnrjixJii 'Ailh .1 Snln.!'*-.' *>1 vhi.n ii. Xiniuin. Ilf SiiJf.iin n* Ih.-mnifiit 
.iif t*> T'.a ‘.. is f (in !’n\'. uiid Inn.lniU' ni ■ oi ( .ijit..!!!, J n ! .i 1 .M.d*-; .im- 
to iffiv th*“ ml*! .1 m- lum- iiI.a *>1 I .?‘ntmi;i ii I ; .iini Ih; '.iinfni.d 

M.vlfs me i* » ! •■! .Tv I- 1 1ll- j’,!\'.ind 1 .iu« •inni'-nl . ol l-.n- i-n fn lij- i .ml \- 
Lh.tvd.di dmifiil . 

'■ J - ■] iiMl t ii'.- ( . 1 1 \ fi in .r miil ( -nimil ; h-dl .ipjx'int ;■ I hi-piLd i xi.iid 

which i-i h.M nnni-i oi tin- PiiffitiT. t. Ill' 1 SniL'.f Ml, iV Sni; * fin f.i tin Ihi-jiiind 
fst.ililinlicd at Iliad < •nirl*-!'^. im !h<* Pm p* nl ihn-iiiii;; tin- n''i*;.-aiy 
.kf.fpilatiniis, and Ariarmninmn lor , all ilu- 1 h».')>iiai-. ol ti;*' 1 'i i-.- id'.ij<N'. 

“ v’ I iiat tlif Al'inh'-i.-^ <d tlii- IIo.- ]iit.;d lio.iid . La!! l-h * < -mnn ii'l to 
llic (iovrnior and ( ouncil tin- nn- l ahlv. and df:-f r\ in;/ ( ifin * i;. ii» din-cl, 
and Sup*, rinh iid Ihf 1 inti*-.- at h lio-pital, ."ind an- i ' r.j •* .n il )!'■ I*m 

the Coiuim t *d uli*> may be a]*poiii1i‘! in ( f me pu nre *;f lln ii' 

Kc-conimmidations ; when :l Wafan-. \' oi Surc/'Mi. at lln- JJ' a.d <.•! any of 
the Mospitals shadl t.ikc ]'Iare tin- Hospilal lioard wiil kr'omnK iid to the 
Governor, and ('oLiiK.il, t.Ju- nio-.t tiest-i vine Kh-Kiim nlal Siir;.;er*n l(jr tlic 

* These rej.^iilat ions ar*; .•'.uminari'.fi I in a ]).i]>ei (Htili' fl. < . />.'■;>; ti.t 
Early <'j the Mcdiral J h ! uyiu.t r! , ( filfiiii.l 1 . J I. 11? ud]- y (M.J ... 

in the /h i/onh' '.a ila- hidiaii M.-iIh.jI ( oi i -''y.p 

t From til'- Madra.-i lh c.oi*l (Jlt'u. e. 
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Succession, the most deserving Hospital IVIate to succeed the Regimental ^ 
Surgeon, and the most deserving Regimental Mate to succeed the Hospital 
Mate, But although the most ample Encouragement is hereby given to 
Merit, yet it must also be understood that Seniority, and equal Merits 
are to have the first Claims to Promotion. ^ 

" That as the Head Surgeons of the Hospitals are to be Re- 
sponsible for the Conduct of tlie Officers under their Command, and that 
the Business of their Respective Hospitals shall be Discharged with skill, 
and Integrity, they are henceforth to have the Power of suspending any 
of the Inferior Officers who may attempt to Disobey their Orders, or I^ove 
Negligent, and inattentive to the Public Service. In wiiich Case they 
are to Report the Conduct of such Officers to the Hospital Board, who are 
to lay the same before the Governor and Council to be confirmed, or set 
aside as they shall judge ex])edien1. 

“ 5 ^*^ That the Head Surgeon of every Hospital shall assign the 
several parts of Duty to the Inferior Surgeons, cinci others employed at 
His Hospital, and shall direct that the Sick be conveniently I-odgcd in 
wholesome wards Jiaving a tree Circulation of Air, tliat tliey be kept clean 
and not croudod in tJieir Apartments, and are Regularly subsisted agree- 
able to the Diet Tables Established for that Pur]>os(.‘. They arc also 
empowered to dismiss such of the Nurses. Servants or Attendants as tlu‘y 
shrill find negligent or ill qualified for the Busino'^s of the Hospital. 

** 6^** That the Chief or Mead Surgeon of eaeh lTosi)ital .sJiall be 
Responsible that sucli of the Xon-Commissioued Officers, Drum.s, or 
Privates, as arc admitted into their respective Hospitals be regularly 
supplied with a dean Cott, or Cradle, a large Pillow, fresh B(‘d (doaths, a 
fresh Gown Cap shirf and long Drawers, and that those wliose Case rec^uirc' 
it shall have a fresh shift of Cloaths, a Bed, and a Small Pillow or two if 
necessary. He is also to take particular Can* tliat no Person belonging 
to tlie Hospital shall receive any Reward or Emolument from the I'atienls 
in the Hospital and to dismiss such who .shall atteinpL advantages of that 
nature. 

“ 7 ^** That Non Commissioned Olticcrs, Drums, tS: Pri\ atcs shall 
only be admitted into the (roneral Hospitals on their i^roducing an Order 
signed by the Commandiug Officer of the Coq^s to whicli tliey belong, 
specifying their names, Rank, and the Number of their Company and 
Regiment, d'his Order to have a Certificate from tlie Surgeon or Surgeons 
Mate of their Respective Regiments annexed to it setting fortli their Age, 
Distemper or Wounds and the Day of tlieir being sent into the Hospital, 
to which the Head Surgeon of the Hospital shall attach the initials of 
his Name, with the Day of the Month on whicli the Patient was received. 
He is also to Record in a Book to be kept for that purpose the Names of 
the Patients Rccei\"ed, their Ages and Diseases, and when they are 

dismissed from the Hospital they arc to be sent to their Respective Regi- 
ments accompanied with a Discharge from the Head Surgeon, mentioning 
their Names and Ranks, the time they were in the Hospital and the Day 
on which tliey were Discharged, Recording tlie same in the Hospital day 
Book already mentioned ; all Vouchers specifying the time of Admission 
and Dismission of Non Commissioned Officers and pri\'ates &c to and 
from the Hospital are to be sent to the Deputy Purveyor or to the Pay- 
master of the Troops for tliat District on tlie last Day of every .Alonth, or 
as often as shall be found necessary for regulating the Established stoppages 
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of paily subsistence for the sick of the Regiments, which stoppages are to 
*be uniformly applied in discharging such of the Hospital Lxpcnces as the 
Governor in Council sliall direct. 

" 8^^ I'liat no Medicines shall be applied for or administered in the 
ITospitals without the Orders of the Head Surgeon of that Hospital, of 
vrfiich Medicines an exact account is to be taken and stated in a Journal 
Book to be kejd. fur that purpose, as a X'oucher against Embezzlement 
and Miss Applications. 

9^^’ 'I'hat the Surgeons of Regiments and Corps sliall send to the 
Head i^nrgeon of the General Hospitals of the District, weekly n turns of 
tJa'ir Sick sjx'cil'ying their Names, Ages, and I.)iseasc‘S, tlie Number ad- 
mitted since last return ami the Numbers discharged, all .Ket]uisitions for 
Medicines from the Suigeoiis of Hogiments ^lust be certitied by the Com- 
manding OlJiccr of the Regiment for llic time being and the ^)iiantities 
sent from llie (ieiieral Hospital in eoiisecjiience of such Ret|uisitie>ns an* 
to be i^egulated aecording to the jiuiginent of the llos|»ital Surgeon, wJio 
is to express the Ouaiitity issued to the Regimental Surgeon.s in a. parti- 
cular J^cturn to the Hosj^ital Board, on the last day oi every Month. 

“ 10^*' The Montlily l^eturiis of tJie Sick in Ihe Ch neral Hosiiitals, 
togetlier with ilie weekly Returns of tJie Sick lieloiiging to IJie Ivh-giinents 
and C!orps in their particular llospitaks, shall b<“ forwaided by the Head 
Surgeon ui tJie (icneral Hospital along with his Requisitions for Medicines 
to tln^ iluspiial iioartl, who will order the quantities deiiiaiided to be sent 
witlunil loss of time. 

** iD*' 1 liat the Oldest Iios|)ital Mate at each Ciencral Hospital shall 
have (Tiarge cd tiie iMeclieint‘S but he is not iiuthorizcd to issue, them to the 
Regimental Surgeons without the Orders of his Superior the Head Surgeon 
of the Hospital. He is also to keep an Account of the Receipts, and Issues 
of Medicines, and to be alloweil such an encreasi^ of pay on that aecount 
as tlie (ioveinor and Council shall direct. 

“ ij'** 'J'liat the Go\ernor and Council shall ap])oint a Rur\eyor at 
the Presidency for taking care of all tJie stores (Medicines excepted), who 
wili recei\'e from the Hospital Boanl full Instructions on the; subject of 
providing Hospitals, Hospital Nurses or Attendants, Provisions and other 
Necessaries for tlur Sick. The I'urvcyor is to open a .set of Book.s stating 
the quantities iK* prices of Provisions and oilier Articles ])iirchased by 
Order of the Ho.spital Board. He is also to make out a Monthly stale of 
his Receipts and expenditures and to transmit the same to the. Hospital 
Board once in every (.hiaiTcr, specifying the quantities J<einaining in 
Store. Tlie Purveyor’s Books are io be oj>en for the inspection of any of 
the Head Surgeons of the Hospitals whenever they shall think fit to 
examine them. The J ’nrveyor slndl liave a Deputy at each Cieneral Ho.s])ital 
who shall purchase the I Revisions according to the Directions of the 
Hospital Surgeon, and enter all his purcJiases and c*xpcnditures in a set 
of Books to be kept for that purjjose whicli are to be open to the inspec- 
tion of the Head Surgeon, and liis Mates, «'is well as tt) the Officers Com- 
manding Corps in the District belonging to the Hospital. 

” 13^*' That all Contracts for provisions must obtain the approbation 
of the Hospital Board, who are to take care that the Charges of Provisions 
daily consumed shall not exceed the usual prices of the Market where the 
Hospitals are stationed and if the pressing necessity of the sick should 
require such Relief from Diet as their pay is insufficient to furnisli, tlic 



(3 HISTOKV OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


Chief Surgeon of llic Jlospitals for the lime being is to report the sanic^to 
the Hospital Board, who will thereupon give him a discretionary Order 
for supplying their wants, of whicli supplies he is to make an accurate 
Return to the Hospital Board on the last <lay of every Month. 

*' 14**^ That the Cfovernor and Council shall direct the Medical stores 
to be placed under the care of an Apothecary \vho has been brought up in 
a Druggists shop, and that the Receipts and Ex])endituie of these Stores 
.shall be accounted for according to the form in the Paper N-' i hereunto 
Annexed, tiie Aptjthef ary sliall not liowevcT Issue any Medicines without 
an Order signed by the ilosj)ital Board, and sliall once in three Months 
give in a stale of the Stores with the expenditures and Vouchers, as* well 
as a list of sucli Medicine.*^ as may be wanted for the Service of tlic next 
Ouarter. When any of llie ^ledicines are Damaged a Surgeon and two 
JVlates are to Survey tJiem and report such as are unlit for Service to tlic 
Hospital Board who will condemn and dispose of them a.s they shall tliink 
ju’ojier. 

“ 'I hat the Cieiuial 1 Losjiitals shall a.t times be siipjilietl with a 

Ciiiarcl from tJie iie.irest l\egiment, and to be regularly visited by the 

Ollicer of the Day, who is to report t<' the C'ommandiiig OlTicer of the 

District tlie i)viily stale ol the Hospital ; 'I lie Head Surgeon or in His 

absence llie tirst Mate oi the Ho.sjiitaJ is to a< company the Olheer of the 
day upon liis Rounds at the Hosj)iiaJ, and to answer sucJi Queries as lie 
may Jiave occasion t<; cdfer, fur the pur|)ose of obtaining e\ eiy necessary 
satisfaction regarding the situation and treatment of the Sick. 

“ That the Head Surgeon of eat h Ho.s])ital shall Visit the l^egi- 

mental Hosiiital.s in their jiavticiilar Distrit ls as often as j-iossible, without 
neglecting llie Hospital under their particular (‘harge, and the Ofliceis ol 
the Hospital Board shall fretjiiently visit Hu* (ieneral Ho.s])ita.ls at iJie out 
stations on leave being obtained from Hie < iovernor. 

" 17“' That the Otrica'r Commanding in CliieJ at each of the ITcsi- 
(leiicies, sliall see and direct tliat good Order and Discipline lie kept up in 
all the Hospitals, and that tJie Ciiief Surgeons as widl as the Surgeons, 
])iij veyurs, ApotJieeai irs, and Surgeons Mates lvc under tJicm, .shall dis- 
cliargt'. their ros]->i‘ctiv<‘ Duties completily. — In case of Neglect or Mis- 
lieJiavionr in aii}' of these OHices the Commander in Chief is to Rejxirt the 
same to the (iovernor aiifl Council who will instantly suspend, Remove, 
or dismiss them on such ('omjdaints a}>p(‘anng to be just and well founded. 

l^y Onh'i* of the lIon’bl(‘ President and Council. (Signed) John 
Chamier, Sec>'.” 

Till' Boards which were constituted under these orders, to 
g()V('rn tlie ^Medical Services of the tliree Presidencies, were 
origin.'dly called Hospital Boards. The title Medical Board is 
nsi'd in the second para, of a letter dated ist Sept., 1787, from 
the Government of Bombay to the new B(>ard, in answer to their 
first letter to Government. The letter is, however, addressed to 
the Hospital Board. The title Medical Board was given in the 
Letter frcim Court of 8th Jan., 1796, quoted in Chap. XVI, Mili- 
tary and Civil, Vol. I, p. 263. The first actual use of the new 
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term in Madras appears to have been in August, I7g6.* By 
•til? end of the century the designation Hospital Board had been 
superseded by that of Aledical Board, and the latter term remained 
the official designation of the Board until its abolition. 

• The Calcutta Medical Board. f — H h* Beiigal Minutes oj 
Council of 22nd May, 17S6, contain extracts of paras. 89-9.4 of 
the Court’s Letter of 21st Sept., 1785. Para. 89 gives the new 
Hospital regulations. The other five paras, are the same as tliose 
quoted above, as paras. 36-40 of tlie li tter to Madras. 

I'lie same Minutes direct the appointment of James lUIis, 
wlio was at the time Surge^on Generak and head of the Service, 
as Physician General ; of Andrew Williams, who stood n(?xt to 
Ellis in seniority, and who was the senior otficcr in military 
employ, as Chief Snigeon ; and of John Fleming as Surgc'.on of 
tJie Hospital at lieadqiiarters. Fleming thus superseded se\TraI 
senior oftic'rs, including three out of the hmr Surgeon Majors of 
the Army. Tlie (^slahlislimeiit of the Hosjntal Board is also 
ordered, as follows : — 

“ Ordcri-d tViai the Hospital lioard c:t)nsibting of tho Pliysiciau Giaioral, 
Cliief Surgeon, and Surgeon of the Hosj)ital established at Headc|uarlc;rs 
do assemble without delay, and, liaving considered of such Kegulatioiis 
as they may deem necessary tor lliis Department, that they wait u])on 
the Commandcr-iii-riiief witli them lor liis Approbation, and finally that 
of tlie Board." + 

The Board lield its first meeting 011 29U1 May, 178b, when 
the folhnvhig order fi'om tin' Bengal Council, dated 23rd May, 
1786, directing its fonmUion. and appointing its three iiiembcTs, 
was read. All tliree were present. After this order liad been 
read, tlie Board made an a.ppIi<’ation to Government t<i appoint 
a Secretary, and adjourned. 

" Gentlemen. 1 have already notitied to you tlie appoinliueiits to 
wliiedi you liavc been nominated by the IIoii''*'’ tlic Chwc'riior Geneial and 
Council in pursuance of a new arrangement made liy the lIon*’*‘‘ Court of 
Directors for the reform of their Medical Departments and for tJic conduct 
of their Military Hos])ital.s. This arrangement has been prcsciibed in a 

• Madras Mily. Cons., in Au.q., 1796. 

t The Proceedings of the C'alcutta Medical Bonrd are pi t-served in the Imperial 
Record Office, Calcutta ; catalogued as Medical Board [Proceedings, 17^6-185,^, 
in the List of Home Department Records, 1749-1S59. They fill 289 large folio 
volumes. 

J Board here refers to the Bengal Council. 
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separate (icncrai Letter from the C'ompany bearing date the 21^^ Sep- 
tember, 1785, and in a paper transmitted with it entitled ‘ ReguJatiCins# 
respecting Military Hosjntals in India.' An extract of the former and a 
copy of the latter are enclosed, together with copy of a l-*aper received 
from the Court of Directors and entitled ‘ Forms and Regulations for the 
Apothecary in charge of the Medical Stores at the different Presidencies ?n 
India.' I'hcsc arc transmitted to yon for your information and Guidance. 

" You will observe in tlie Regulations resjiceting Military Hospitals 
in India that the Hon' -*' the C Governor General and C'ouneil are desired to 
appoint an llo.sjntal Jioard which is to consist of the Director, Chief 
Surgeon, and Surgeon of the Hosjntal cstablislied at Head Quarters for 
the pur|jose of directing the necessary Regulations and Arrangements for 
all the Hospitals at the I*residency. 

" It is the pleasure of the the (rovemor General and Council 

that you form yourselves into an Ilos]ntal Board without delay for the 
purpose slatc^d by the Court of Directors, and ha\ iiig coiisidertrd of such 
Regulations as you may deem necessary for \our Department that you 
wait upon the. Commaiidcr-in-Chicf with them for his aj>i)n»bation, and 
finally that of the Board. 

M*” K. C. Birch has been a]>pointed I’lirvcyor and IVB JCdniund 
Bengoiigh Apothecary, in consequence of llie arrangement made by the 
Company. 

I am, &c, (Signed) E. Hay, Secretary. Council CJiambcr, Secret 
Dept, of Inpn, 23^^* May 1786.” 

In tluj Minutes of Council of 3rd Jnno, Tliomas Gillies was 
appointed Secretary to the Board, and Gawoii Turnhnll, Assis- 
tant to the Apothecary. Bengoiigh, Gillies, and Turnbull were 
members of tlio Bengal Medical Servict' ; Bircli, the pur\'eyor, 
was not a medical man. 

Neither Gillies nor Bengoiigh held their appointmiTits for 
long. Gillies got leave to go home in Dec., 1786. and did n'»t 
return to India, Surgeon Alexander Campbell taking his place 
as Secretary. Bengoiigh died in Calcutta on loth Jan., 1787. 

The ni^w Regulations for Military Hospitals, cpiotcd above, 
are entered in the Proceedings of tlie second meeting of the 
Hospital Board, on 6th June. 

In accordance with the second clause of the new Hospital 
Regulations, the senior member of the. Board, James Ellis, was 
entitled Physician General and Director of Hospitals, with a 
salary of /2500 per annum ; the second member, Andrew Williams, 
Chief Surgeon, with a salary of /2000 ; while the Head Surgeon 
of the Presidency General Hospital, John Fleming, was appointed 
cx officio third member, with a salary of £1500. 

Of the four officers who had hitherto held the rank and post 
of Surgeon Major in tlie Army, the senior, Andrew Williams, 
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had been appointed second member of tlie Board, In the Minutes 
^of Council of 3otli June, the other three were appointed Head 
Surgeons of Hospitals, Andrew Hunter of Barhampur ; John 
Stormonth of Dinapur ; and John Laird of Cawnpur. 

• The establishment of the Board was reported to Court in a 
Bengal Secret Letter dated 28th Aug., 1786, as follows : — * 

Para, 260 *' Hospital Board has boon formed, agreeable to Court's 
orders cijid consists of M*" J. Ellis, I*hysiciaii General. 

A. Williams, Chief Surgeon. 

M*" J. Fleming, Surgeon at Head Quarters. 

Para. 201 . “ F. Baliour, coneeiviiig lij^nseU entitled to the Station 
of Physician Cicneral, addicss(‘tl the Board on that Subject, claiming the 
Appointment, but his application could not be com])lied with. 

Para. 2O2. " Salaries in tlu‘ Medical Department hxed as follows. 
Surgeon to the Hospital at Head Quarters, a Member of tJie Board, 
£ r 500 p. aim. Salaries granted by the Court in Pounds Sterling to be 
paid at the sanu^ rate of Exchange as those of tlic Council and Judges. 
Secretary to the Hospital Board . . . 800 l^s ]>. M'\ 

Allowance lor Contingencies . . . 000 do. 

Sub Secretary ...... 400 do. 

Para. 203. “ Kegulations for the ilospital Board will be found on 
Consultation. State the distinction to be ob.served witli respect to the 
Surgeons employed in the Civil and Military Departments. 

Para 2(>.|, Purvey<.>r to the. Hospitals, Kobert Bircli appointed. 
Kegulalion.s for the Oliice are on ('onsullatioii. 'I'lie Purveyor is to be 
paid by a p.centagc on his Disbursements, whicJi is not yet fixed ; His 
Deputies at each Station are allowed 400 Es. each. 

Para. 265. “ Hospital Regulations. Piiysiciaii General’s observations 
Miercon, stating tiie increase that w(juld arise by the New Jh-gulatioiis ; 
ap.d that they were in many cases inferior to tlie old ones, and r(;comnu nd - 
iug a <levialion from theiii till the Court's })l(!a.surc* can he known. He 
WaS informed no (ie\'iation {-.ouM be allowed. "J'iie Cieneral Hospital at 
the Presidency is to bo considered as a Military Hospital, and the Patients 
admitted there, Iho’ not in the Military Service, ari^ to be atti:iided by the 
Surgeon of the Ilosjiital at Head Quarters, ciiid the Medicine supplied by 
the IhirveyoT. 

Para. z()G. ‘‘ Medicine shop at Calcutta is delivered over to M*” Edward f 
Bengough, who is to account to the Hospital Board for the receipt & issue 
of Medical Stores, and is allowed a Salary of 800 Rs p. M'* and hi.s As.sistant 
400. 

Para. 2G7. " Hosj>itaI wanting Repairs. Buxey ordered to Estimate 
the Expense. 

Para. 268. Surgeons and Assistants, no more than necessary." 

* Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, ^9, p. 2^3. 

t Edmund Bengough. as given in the api>ointmen1: letter of 23rd May, 
is the correct name, not Edward. His Christian name is given as Henry in 
Dodwell and Miles’ List. He wa.s iKirn in 1731, appointed A.sst. Surgeon on loth 
April, 1780, and died in Calcutta on loth Jan., 1787. Francis Balfour succeeded 
him as Presidency Surgeon and Apothecary to the Company. (Broc. Med. 
Board, 23rd Jan., 1787.) 
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The Members of tlie Medicnl Bf)ard were not, at this time, 
administrative olfiec'rs on}3\ All three were also Presidehcj^ 
Surgeons, liaving to undertake tin* dutj' of attending all sick 
officers, inilitar}^ or civil, stationed at or on leave at the Presi- 
denc}', and drawing pa\' as Pn^sidenev Surgeons in addition ‘to 
their salaries as Members of the Medical Board. The third 
member, with the charge, of the Presidenc\' General Hospital, as 
well as his duties as a Presidtuicv Surgeon and a Member of the 
Board, must havi' had his hands lull. That their appointrfients 
and paj' as Prc'sidencv Surgeons were in additi(m to their 
Membership of llie Boaref is clearlx' stat(‘d in (lie note appended 
bj^ L<»rd Cornwallis to tlie Regul.itions of 1788.* 

A Letter from Court, dated Sih Jan.. 1796, published in 
Minutes of Council, Mil}’. Dept., of 2(hh April, 1796. and in lh(‘ 
C.G. nf jolli April, 170b. t ordered the j'eductiori of lh(‘ number 
of Members of the B(»ard from three to two, the Head Surgeon 
of the Presidency General Hospital, a post tlu'ii field by Francis 
Balfour, losing his seat at the Board. 

Five years later, in 1801, W. R. Munro, when Head Surgi'on 
of the Presidi'iicy General Hospital, claimed the allowances ol 
a Presidency Surgeon, but th(.‘se wove refused, on the ground that 
the holder of that post was no loiigca* a ^Member of the Medical 
Board. Tin? order to this effect is contained in a letter from tlu^ 
Bengal Goviu'nmeiit. dated 19th March. t8ui, einbodird in the 
Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 20th April, 1801. 

** Hy resolution ol October 1788, the iillc*\N jik rs oi a I *!esi<k‘ncy 
Surgeon were granted to the throe Members of the ^lecli< al Uoard, lliis 
being a (..'ivil allowance, ])aid by the Civil l){ ])artmeiit, in addition to tlieir 
military pay, as Members. 

“ The Head Surgeon of the General lio.spital at tJie IVesideney was 
then cx officio third .Member of the Board, and drew the allowances of a 
I^resideney Snrg<\m as lliird Member, not as Mead Surgeon. 

“ By the orders of the GoN'ernor General in Council, dated the 24th 
June 1706, under instructions from Court, the Medical Board was reduced 
to two ]\Ieinb< rs, the Head Surgeon of the General Hospital at the Presi- 
dency losing his seat at the Board. Members of the Medical Board were, 
in the same orders, permitted to draw the allowance of Ihesidency Surgeon 
still, But tliis did not apply to the Head Surgeon of the General Hospital, 
who was no longer a Member. 

*' M*^ Balfour was then Head Surgeon of the General Hospital at the 
Ihesidene}’, and lost his seat at the Medical Board, and his allowances as 
Presidency Surgeon. 


Sire Chap. XVl, Military and Civil. 


t Ibid. 
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^ M^' Bali'oiir was subsoqueiiily i.>ciniiltctl to draw the allowances ^)i 
l^residency Surgeon. 

Mimro has therefore no claim to the allowances, even though 
lie once drew them for a short time, while ofticiating as Head Surgeon and 

third Member of the Medical Board.*' 

• 

In a letter dated 23rd Ai.nil, 1802, coiitaineil in the Prod'Ciiings 
of the Calcutta Medical Board of 24tli April. 1802, i\hinr(j asked 
to be appointed to a seat at the Medical Board, as Head Surgeon 
of the * Presid(‘ncy General Hospital, and stati*d lliat a tliird 
Member had again been appointed to the Medical Boards of 
Madras and Bombay. The slah'ineni app(‘a.rs to ha\e bei'n 
correct, as regards Madias, but not with res])ect to Bombay. 

In 1805 the number of Members was again raised to llire<', 
by Bengal G. O. of jisl July, 1805, pubJislied in the C.G. of 8tli 
Aug., 1805. 

" the tiovt riior (jciicral in Council is pleased to diietl, eonfonnably 
to recent oulers ol the llon^’*' the Court of l>iieeU>rs, lliat M‘‘ John J'lein- 
iiig, wJiu has returned to Bengal from furlough, be appfanted an ad<iitional 
member ol tlie Medical Boanl, to take rank according to hi.s Standing in 
the Service. 

" The Medical iioard is to consist of three Members, until furtJicr 
orders, as follows, viz. : — 

M*" J. ITeming, first member. 

M*" F. I^alfour, second member. 

M*^ \V. K. Munro, tliii d memben ." 

'J'lu* three ]\Iembers <»riginall3’ appointed to th<‘ (‘alcntta. 
Medical Board were, as stated alxA'e, James Ellis, Andrew Williams 
an(f John Fleming. In jxira. 261 of tlie Bengal Letter of 28II1 
Aug., 1786. qiirded above, it is slated tliat Francis Balfcair claimed 
the. first place at the Board, but lliat his claim liad been rejected. 
The C.G. of 20II1 Dec., J787, notified tliat Andia w Williams liad 
resigned the Service. John Fleming became Chief Surgeon and 
second Member, while Francis Balfour got llie ])ost of Head 
Surgeon of th(‘ Presidency General Hosj)ital and cx officio third 
Member. Assistant Surgeon Jamtis Campbell .succeed(‘d Balfour as 
Apothecar3\ He also became Secretary to the Board later on. 
A Mily. Letter from Fort William, dated 30tli April, iSo^, slates 
in paras. 144, 145, lliat Mr. James Campbell, A[)othecary, is 
allowed to draw salary as Secretary to the Medical Board, but 
that the two appointments should be combined, 

A year later, the C.G. of 12th Feb., 1789, notifies the appoint- 
ment of James Lynd to be Head Surgeon of the Presidency 
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Genciral Hospital, and youngest member of the Medical Board, 
in place of Balfour, who had gone home. 

Ellis resigned on 2^th Dec., 1789, when the Governor General, 
Lord Cornwallis, wished to appoint John Fleming to succeed hhn 
as President of the Medical Board. Protests were made by two 
Sixrgeons, senior to Fleming, who had not yet served on the Board, 
Andrew Huntiu' and John Laird. A hrtter from Lord Cornwallis 
to the Court, dated 4th No\'., 1789, gives his reasons for pre- 
ferring Fleming as follows, {Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. V, 
1789-95, p. 18) ^ 

Paras, 0 to lo. Messrs. Hunter and Laird. y\dniits the latter to be 
a Mail oi Professional Ability ; but liavinfj come from Canton .since MT 
Fleming ’.s admission into the service, in whose abilities the Inhabitants 
ill general repose tlie liigliest conlidencf', did not think it necessary to fix 
him (M^ Laird) at the L^resideiicy, whicJi would have induced M*' Fleming 
to ha\e relinquished his appointment. With re.S])ect to ]\F Hunter, 
repiesents him a.s a. Man, who had been more engaged in pecuniary trans- 
actions, tJian in the pursuit ol any Professional knowletlge. Sludl how- 
ever recommend to the Board to appoint M*^ Hunter to the olJice of Chief 
Surgeon, when it shall become vacant.** 

The Beng;il Government appears to have cunsidtued that the 
('ourt had ord<ued Hunter’s app(.)intment as President, lor the 
C.G. of 31st Dec., 1789, notifies his :ipj)oinlmenl as President 
of the Hospital Board, and also the appointment of W. R. Mnnro 
as Head Sxirgeoii t)f the Presidency General Hospital and third 
Member of the Board, in place of Lynd, wlio appt'ars lo have 
gone home. 

The Directors, howevei', ordered Huntx'r to be removed, in 
para. 21 of a Mily. Letter from Court, dated I5tli Dec., 1790, 
{Abstracts, Despatches lo Bengal, Vol. II, i785-()7). 

Messrs Hunter and Laird. W'c are perfectly satisfied with the 
reasons for superseding Hunter, and as in conformity to our supposed 
Orders you a])poiiited him 1-^e^ident of the Hospital Board, it will be 
necessary to form another Arrangement. As to Laird, no explanation 
of our former Orders appear necessary.** 

A Bengal Mily. Letter of loth Aug., 1791, reports Himter's 
removal, and another, dated 25tli Now, 1791, informs the Cour; 
that Laird has been appointed President, {Abstracts, Letters from 
Bengal, Vol. V, 1789-95, pp. 151 and 174). 

loth A tig., 1791, paras, 17-19. “Surgeon Hunter. Removal from the 
Station of President at the Hospital Board. These orders have been 
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comniunicated to him, and he is removed accordingly. He has addressed 
a Memorial to the Court in consequence.” 

25/A Nov., 1791, paras. 115-118. "Hospital Board. Laird ap- 
pointed President on the recommendation of Lord Cornwallis. 
Fleming to take charge of the Duties of that Station during the absence 
of M*" Laird with the Bengal Troops on the Coast. M*" Hunter to take 
charge of one of the Hospitals on the first Opening that offers, and in the 
meantime to draw the allowances of a full Surgeon.” 

The -orders of the Directors on these changes were conveyed 
in paras. 62, 63, of a Mih". Letter from Court dated 25tli June, 
1793, {Abstracts). 

Para. O2. ” Allowances to Messrs Laird and Fleming, from the 

period of M*" Hunter's discontinuance in tlie Oflicc of IVcsidcnt of the 
Hospital Board, a^^proved. 

Para. O3. ” Allowance to M*’ Hunter, have ahead y expre.sscd our 

approbation thereof. ’ ’ 

Hunter was never reappointed to the Board, but remained 
a Head Surgeon till he retired in Oct., 1707. 

A Mily. Letter from Court, dated 6th May, 1791, in paras. 61 
and 67, (Abstracts), nominated Andrew Williams t(i the post of 
President of the Board. Williams, howovc'r, ne.ver returned 
to India. 

Para. 61. ” Surgeon I\P Andrew Williams permitted to return to 

his rank as Senior Surgeon, ilc is to take his Scat as President at the 
Medical Board, on the fust Vacancy after his Arrival, meanwhile to be 
employed wherever an Opportunity shall offer.” 

I^ra. 67. " Senior Surgeon M*" Andrew Williams has leave to remain 
till next Sea.son.” 

In Jan., 1794, George Boyd was appointed to the third scat 
at the Board, as Head Surgeon of the Presidency General Hospital, 
in place (.)f Munro, who had been transferred to the charge of the 
hospital at Dinapiir. Soon after, Balfour, who had returned 
from England in 1792, was re-appointed Head Surgeon of that 
hospital, and third member of the Board. It was Balfour who 
lost his seat when the Board was reduced from three to two 
members in 1796. 

On 8th Dec., 1800, Laird went home on furlough. He retired 
on 2nd June, 1802, without returning to India. On his departure 
Balfour at last got permanently on to the Medical Board, to 
which he had first been appointed in 1789, eleven years before. 
Fleming went on furlough in Dec., 1802, when Balfour became 
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President, and Miinro second member, by Bengal Order drte^ 
13th Jan., 1803, entered in i\\e Proceedings of the Medical Board 
of 3 i 5 t Jan., 1803. On Fleming’s return in 1805, as stated above, 
the number of members was again raised to three, Fleming 
resuming his p(»st as President. 

The Madras Medical Board was constituted on 14th April, 
1786, a month earlier than that of Calcutta, as recorded in the 
Madias MtVy. Cons, of that date*. It was, (»f course, formed in 
obedience to th(; orders convej'ed in the Court’s letter of 21st 
Sept., 1785. But earlicf in the same j'ear the Madras Council 
had determined to introduce a somewhat similar method of 
medical administration. The same Cro/s. of ist Jan., 1786, 
contain a long minute liy Sir John Dalling, the Commander-in- 
Chief, on the Medical Department. This minute, with another 
minute on it bj' Mr. Daniell, a Member of Council, and Dalling’s 
reply, till eighty-nine folio jMges. On 17th Jan. the Council 
determined to adopt the system jiroposed by Dalling, and to 
appoint a Committee of three, Surgeon General James Anderson, 
and the two Surgeons next in seniority, ('olley Lnias and Arthur 
Sinclair, to frame regulations for the Medi('al Department. The 
report of (his Commit tee is contained in the Cons, oi 1st Feb. On 
3rd Feb., the Committee to administer the Medical Dejiartment 
was formally appointed, consisting of Janus Anderson, Colley 
Lucas, and William Horsman, Surgeon of the 73rd Highlanders, 
Sinclair protested against Horsnuin’s a}>pointment, and claimed 
the tliird scat, but without success. Luc.is also claimed to be 
ranked above Andersem. His claim and its rejection were 
reported in a ^lily. la ttor from Fort St. George, dated 2nd Dec,, 
1786, paras. xS to 21, [Abstracts, Letters from Madras, Vol. III. 

I785-()2). 

" M’' l.iic.'is, the Cliief Surgeon, claim.s rank above D*' Anderson, the 
Physician tleneral, referred to the t'oiirt to decide. TJic JJoard believe 
it will not be thought entitled to the consideration expected by M'’ Lucas 
who has since rc<iuested to be stjdcd Surgeon General instead of Chief 
Surgeon. Papers on the subject tran.smittod.” 

The Mily. Cons, of 13th and 17th Feb. contain observations, 
made by this Committee on Sir John Dalling’s minute. 

This Committee was superseded by the Medical Board, estab- 
lished under orders of Cotirt horn 14th April, 1786, when the 
Board was constituted ; composed of James Anderson, Physician 
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Gerferal ; Colley Lucas, Chief Siirgcijn ; and 'Fhoinas Davies, 
Head Surgeon of the Presidency General Hospital ; with Job 
Bulman as Apothecary. Andrew Berry was subsequently ap- 
pcwnted Secretary on eith ]\Iay. The Cons, of (')lli .May contain 
a ruling that the new medical arrangements ap])ly tv; the Com- 
pany's lr(H)ps only. Tin* formation of the Mi'dical Board was 
reported to Court in paras. 46-50 i»f a Li tter from Fort St. George, 
dated tqth Oct., 1786. (Ahstnicfs, Letter from Madras, Vol. HI, 
1785-02). 

Tlie dispute as t<i j^rei'i'dence bi.-tw§t‘n Anders(jn and laicas, 
mentioned abo\'e, is of siune interest. Lucas pul in liis claims 
in a long letter, wliii 1 \ is entered in the Madras Mily. Cons. <»f 
17th Oct., 1786. He states tliat he received a commission as 
Surgeon in the A.M.D. in June. i/Oi. was ordiTod to the ('oast 
in 1762, and arrived in Aug., 1762 ; and tliat he enteri'd the Com- 
pany's service in 1764. “ to rank next Mr. Gray," who stood next 
below Paslev. Ik* fiu ther stales that he did not consider liimself 
sup<‘rseded b\' AndiM'si/n’s appointment to Madras befoi'i* liim, 
because a Plu'siciaii was (hen recpiiivd, and he, a> a Surgeon, 
made no claim to till tlie ])ost of Idiysioian. 

The Madias Coumal ordered that a co]'>y of Lucas’ lettiu* 
should be sent to Andeisiai, and Anderson’s rejrly is entered in 
the Mily. Ctois. of 2()th Oct., 1786, Tie* gist of Anderson’s letter 
is given in the two 1olk>wing })aragraphs: 

‘.‘In tlic year 1702, when llie fwpedilion against Manilla. 1.f»ok place, 
tlie Deputy (.lovMiior and ('onncil lor that Station, finding the Service 
would be in distress by ha\ ing only orn‘ Surgeon (M*' (iroy) fur the expedi- 
tion did api)]y to me in person as well a.s through tJie medium of CaplJiin 
Jackson of the shij) l.'ssex (of whicJi ship I was then Surgeon «'ind on which 
they sailed from Madras) to enter into tlie Service. 

For this i>iirpose and at the same linn.’ to iirocuio a Surgeon for the 
ship, I excliangecl with M*" Cooper of His Majesty's Artillery, and re- 
mained at Manilla, wdth the double ai)]>ointment of Surgeon in Hi-. Maj(‘Sty’s 
and the Honble Company’s Service, and j\F('rrey's inhc?alth obliging liini 
to return to the Coast the wlioic Duty of the Manilla Di.^partmr-nt fell on 
me, a tweh it month before Lucas even ])y his own account e\ er thouglil 
of entering into the Service of the Honble Company.” 

Anderson's statement that he lield a commission as Surgeon 
in both the King’s and Company's services at the same time is of 
special interest. Fifty years later William Twining held a com- 
mission as Assistant Surgeon in the King's and one in the Company's 
service simultaneously for six years, from 1824 to 1830. Anderson 
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further states that, when appointed second Surgeon at Madras, 
he superseded two officers senior to him in the Service, Hinchley 
and Maule. 

In another letter, entered in the Mily. Cons, of 7th Nov., I7§6, 
Lucas states that he had no wish to injure Anderson, and asks 
to be styled Surgeon General of the Forces on the Coast. The 
Madras Coimcil stated that they had no power to make such 
an appointment, and sent the whole correspondence home for 
the decision of the Court. This decision was in favour of Ander- 
son. The whole trouble geems to have originated in the wording 
of Lucas’ first appointment, " to rank next Mr. Gray ” ; Anderson, 
who was then at Manilla, being apparently forgotten. 

At the same time that the Hospital Board was constituted, , 
three Head Surgeons were appointed, VTiyte, Turing, and 
Duffin. The senior officers of the Madras Service at this time 
stood in the following order — 

James Anderson, 1762. 

Arthur Sinclair, 6th June, 1763. 

Colly Lyon Lucas, 9th Jan., 1764. 

William Raine, March, 1764. 

Thomas Davies, 13th Aug., 1764. 

The first five had joined as Surgeons, so ranked senior to 
Gordon, who joined as Assistant Surgeon, becoming Surgeon on 
30th June, 1766. Anderson, Lucas, Sinclair, and Raine had 
all served in the A.M.D. previous to entering the iNIadras Service. 

Three of the nine, it will be seen, were passed t>ver in making 
these appointments. Sinclair was recommended by the Hospital 
Board for appointment as Head Surgeon, but rejected b}' the 
Madras Council on account of ill-health. He died in June, 1786, 
so apparently the Council were right. Raine asked to be allowed 
to decline the charge of a General Hospital, and to retain his post 
as medical officer to sick officers in Black Town, and was allowed 
to do so. Gordon was passed over as unfit for the charge of a 
General Hospital. The Hospital Board, in Mily. Cons, of 26th 
May, recommended that Gordon should receive some gratification, 
rather than the responsible charge of a hospital. The Council 
asked what gfatification they suggested, and on 3rd June, they 
recommended that he should receive a personal allowance of 100 
pagodas a month instead of promotion. 

In Mily. Cons, of 9th May, 1786, the Coimcil ordered, with 


William Gordon, July, 1759. 
James Whyte, June, 1765. 
Robert Turing, ist Aug., 17O6. 
William DufTin, July, 1767. 



ADMINISTRATION ; THE MEDICAL BOARD 17 

reference to Raine's case, that any Surgeon declining an appoint- 
ment should have no claim to promotion in future. And as 
regards Gordon, in the Cons, of 13th June, they ordered — 

If a Surgeon is not qualified to discharge the duties of Hospital 
Surgeon when it may be his turn to succeed to that Station, it is not just 
that he should be appointed in his turn, nor reasonable that he should be 
considered entitled to Additional Pay as a Surgeon on Account of his 
being found not fit to fill a Sujierior Station." 

Two years later, however, the Council granted Gordon a per- 
sonal allowance of 50 pagodas a montjj, in Mily. Cojis. of 13th 
Ma5% 1788, and on 4th Jiinc, 1793, three months b<'f()re his death, 
he was duly promoted to Head Surgeon aflt'r all. 

Davies died at Madras on 2^lh April, 1788. Gordon ap})lied 
for his place. On 29th April the Ht)spital Board n-commended 
the promotion of Rainc to the vacant post of Head Surgeon 
Madras General Hospital, and third Member of the Board. The 
Council rejected Raine, because ho had refused the charge of a 
General Hospital, and promoted Duffin, who stetod next, Whyte 
and Turing having just retired. A Mily. Letter from Court, 
dated 5th March, 1790, orders in para. 7, [Abstracts, Despatches to 
Madras, Vol. I, 1743-92) — 

" Head Surgeon and Member Hospital Board. M'' W" Kainc must 
be appointed in the room of \V*" Dufhn, wdio is junior to him." 

In the original draft of this letter the Court state that Raine 
had. been passed over because he had declined the charge of .a 
General Hospital. In answer to this, the Court decided that Rainc 
had asked permission to retain his charge as Surgeon of Black 
ToAvn, with medical charge of sick officers there residing, in pre- 
ference to taking the charge of a General Hospital, and had been 
allowed by the Madras Government to do so ; and that his long 
captivity in Maisur, his services during that time tf) the other 
prisoners, and his general professional merits, deserve promo- 
tion in his turn. Apparently no reflection on Duffin was 
intended. 

Raine’s appointment is noted in the Mily. Cons, of 4th July, 
1790, and he took his seat at the Medical Board on 6th July. At 
this time, however, Lucas, the Chief Surgeon and second Member 
of the Board, w^as absent on deputation as Surgeon General of the 
Madras forces serving in the third Maisur war. Raine therefore 
Q.I.M.S. — VOL. II. c 
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joined as permanent third and acting second Member of ^he 
Board, Duffin retaining his seat as acting third member, Lucas' 
rejoined on 6th June, 1792, and Duliin, who had applied for sick 
leave on 12th March, vacated the appointment and went home. 
He asked and got permission to return to India in May, 1795, 
but changed his mind. A Mily. Letter from Court to Madras, 
dated i8th Oct., 1797, states in para. 5 that Duffin, not having 
returned to India in the previous year, must be considered to 
have left the Service, and orders the payment to him, through 
his attorneys at Madras, pi a gratuity of 1000 pagodas. 

Two Madras G.O.’s of 1794 give the duties of Members of 
the Medical Board and of Superintending Surgeons respectively. 

G.O. 2gth Jan. 1794. " As the Regulations for the Medical Department, 

published in the Orders of Government of the 4*^ ultimo, do not define 
with sufficient accuracy, the Duties to be exercised by Head Surgeons, 
the Honourable the I^esident in Council is pleased to declare, that it is 
the particular province of the Head Surgeon to visit every fiospital in the 
District, European and Native, as often as may be practicable, to have 
free access upon all occasions, to the sick whether in Hospital or Barracks, 
and to give such directions regarding them as he may find expedient ; to 
see that the Clothing, Bedding, See be complete and sufficient for the 
number of sick, and that the Diet be good and wholesome, and conformable 
to the Diet Tables laid down ; that due cleanliness be preserved in the 
Hospital, and that proper Medical attendance be provided ; at the end of 
each visit, the Head Surgeon is to report to the Hospital Board, the 
state of every Hospital, particularizing for the information of Government 
such matters, requiring redress, as may occur.*’ 

G.O. igth Match 1794. ** As the regulations for the Medical Depart- 

ment, established during the Government of Sir Archibald Campoell,* 
do not accurately define the specific duties required of the Senior Members 
of the Hospital Board, in regard to a personal superintendence of the 
different Hospitals on the Coast, the Honourable the President in Council 
has been pleased to resolve, that the Physician General, and Chief Surgeon, 
shall alternately visit the Hospital at the Presidency once a week, and 
that the Chief Surgeon shall once in every year, at such time as may be 
approved by the Hospital Board, proceed to each of the other General 
Hospitals on the Coast, and make enquiry into every matter relating to 
them and to the conduct of the respective Surgeons, taking especial care, 
that the President in Council be made acquainted through the Hospital 
Board, with all circumstances necessary for his information.** 

By the orders of Court dated 7th Jan., 1796, the Board was 
reduced from three to two members, and Raine lost his seat. 

• The Medical Regulations of 1786. Major-General Sir Archibald Campbell. 

K.C.B., was Governor of Madras from 6th April, 1786, to 7th Feb., 1789, and also 
Commander-in-Chief. The Regulations were revised in 1793. 
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A Mily. Letter from Fort St. George, dated i6th Aug., 1796, 
reports in para. 56 — * 

“ William Raine allowed in consideration of circumstances brought 
forward in his favour by the Hospital Bedard to retain his former salary of 
;^i 5 oo p. Annum, and the Station of Head Surgeon, and upon retiring 
from the Service will be entitled to the Pension of £^oo p. annum.*' 

The order reducing the numbers of the Board was published 
as G.O: of 27th July, 1796, and the reduction is also rc'corded 
in Mily. Cons, of 2nd Aug., i796.t 

Raine was out of the Board for a fey' months only, being re- 
appointed, as second member, on the death of Lucas on 25th 
March, 1797. 

The Madras Board got back its tliird member earlier than did 
the Calcutta Board. An order from Court dated 29th May, 
1799, granted permission to return to India to Head Surgeon 
Terence Gahagan, and directed his appointment to a seat on the 
Board, t 

Gahagan was appointed Assi.siant Surgeon on 4lh Aug., 
1767, so had now over thirty-two years’ service. He arrived 
in Dec., 1799. On the 31st Dec., the Medical Board recom- 
mended his appointment as Head Surgeon of the Madras General 
Hospital, \dth a seat at the Board. The Court’s order directing 
Gahagan’s appointment to the Board seems to have been taken 
as sanction to raise the numbers of the Board again to three. 
A Mily. Letter from Fort St. George, dated 22nd Jan., 1800, 
reports in para. 12 that he had been appointed to the Board. 

Gahagan’s appointment was followed by friction with the 
Madras Government. A Mily. Letter from Fort St. George, 
dated 14th April, 1800, reports in paras. 25 and 26 — § 

" M' Gahagan’s return from England, and appointment as Head 
Surgeon of the Presidency General Hospital, and his intention to take into 
his own hands the management of the IIo.spital. 

" Charge of the General Hosirital at the Presidency. Animadvert on 
the conduct of the Mcdiciil Board in submitting, upon the arrival of 
M' Gahagan with the Court’s appointment thereto, that Gentleman’s 

• Abstracts, Letters from Madras, Vol. IV, 1786-97, p. 485. 

t M.P.L., No. 1516 of 27th July, 1796 ; Mily. G.O., Vol. XI, p. 138 ; and 
M.P.L., No. 1552 of 2nd August, 1796; Mily. Cons., Vol. CCIX, pp. 3213-3252. 

t M.P.L., No. 778 of 29th May, 1799 ; Mily. Desp.from England, Vol. XXVI, 
pp. 125-29. 

{ Abstracts, Letters from Madras. Vol. VII, 1798-1805, p. 112 ; also M.P.L., 
No. 464 (6) of 14th April, 1800 ; Mily. Desp. to England, Vol. XXX, pp. 738-772. 
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proposed intention to undertake the interior Management of the Hospital, 
according to the orders of 1786. thereby recommending the revival Of a. 
sjrstem noted for its flagrant abuses, and the abolition of the very Regula- 
tions suggested by themselves for their correction. Remark that unless 
the Medical Board shall observe a Conduct more consistent with its own 
principles and the general integrity of the Service, they shall not confitie 
their animadversion to mere disapproval." 

When the Madras Government stated that their animadversion 
might not be confme^d to mere disapproval, they greatly under- 
stated the case. They had alr«idy removed Gahagan from the 
Service, and in a letter dated 13th April,-the previous day, had 
informed him that thc}^' could not reconsider their resolution 
for his departure from India. The Mily. Cons, of 22nd April 
record Proceedings of the Medical Board, with recommendations 
regarding appointments consequent on the furlough of Mr. Raine, 
and the removal of Mr. Gahagan from the Service.* 

Gahagan having been removed and sent home, and Raine 
having gone on furlough, Anderson was left for a month as sole 
member of the Board. Nicol Mein, the senior Head Surgeon, 
was appointed to the Board, and joined before 20th May. For 
a year and a half, the Board was again reduced to two members. 

Raine and Gahagan sailed together, in the Asia. Raine 
died on board, on 7th July, on his vi'ay home. 

Gahagan seems to have had considerable influence with the 
Court of Directors. In 1799 they had given orders for his appoint- 
ment to the Board, and on the present occasion they overruled 
the orders of the Madras Gov’^emment. Before the end of i.8oi 
Gahagan was back in India, and was again a Member of the 
Board. A Mily. Letter from Fort St. George, dated 15th Oct., 
1801, reports that Mr. Gahagan has resumed his seat at the 
Medical Board. Mein retained his place, and the numbers of 
the Board again became three, this time permanently. 

The issue of a new Code of Medical Regtdations is reported in 
a Madras Mily. Letter of 22nd Feb., 1803, paras. 130, 131. 

Mein died at Fort St. George on 3rd April, 1804, and was 
succeeded by James Richardson, who held office for nearly 
three years, till he died at Madras on 13th Feb., 1807. On 
Richardsoifs death Andrew Berry, who had been the first Secre- 
tary of the Board, w'as appointed third Member. Berr>* had entered 

• No. 494 of 23rd April, x8oo ; Mily. Cons., Vol. CCLXVII, pp. 

2i73-2377‘ 
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as Assistant Surgeon on 27th Sept., 1784, becoming Surgeon 
on 25th April, 1791, so had little over twenty-two years’ service 
when he reached the Board. The senior Surgeon on the Madras 
lis^ was the Botanist, William Roxburgh, but he was a member 
of the Service in name only, having been Supeiintendent of the 
Calcutta Botanical Gardens for fourteen years, since 1793. The 
next was Head Surgeon A. Watson, who had entered on 7th June, 
1777, st» was over seven years senior to Berry. He appealed 
without success against Berry’s appointment, but was destined 
to get even with the latter two years l%tcr. The third. Maxwell 
Thompson, had years before been debarred from promotion 
beyond the rank of Surgeon, for neglect of duty.* The fourth. 
Head Surgeon Henry Miller, was on leave at home prior to retiring ; 
he left the Service on i6th Aug., 1808. The fifth and sixth were 
Henry Harris and Alexander Boswell, both of whom entered on 
4th Jul}', 1783 ; both subsequently became Members of the Board. 
Berry stood seventh. 

There appears to have been friction between Anderson and 
Gahagan, as is natural enotigh, if Anderson had anything to do 
with Gahagan’s dismissal in 1800. A Madras Mily. Letter of 21st 
Oct., 1807, reports in paras. 747-749— t 

" Appointment of Af Goldie to be Medical Storekeeper in preference 
to either Messns Horseman or Ainslic, which created such dissentions at 
the Medical Board (and which daily occur) as to render them a subject of 
ridicule to the whole Settlement.” 

• 

After Anderson’s death, when Gahagan, Watson, and Berry 
constituted the Board, Goldie again became a subject of con- 
tention, for a Mily. Letter of 15th March, 1811, reports in para. 

538— 

*' Intemperate discussion at the Medical Board on appointment of 
Mr Goldie." 

John Goldie also rose to the top of the Service in his turn. 
He entered as Assistant Surgeon on 12th Jan., 1790, became S.S. on 
loth July, 1812, Member of the Board on 15th May, 1819, retired 
on 31st Dec., 1823, and survived his thirty years of Indian service 
for another thirty years, dying in London on nth June, 1855. 
William Horseman, who is mentioned in the above extract is, 

• See Chap. XXXIV, Courts -martial. 

t Abstracts, Letters from Madras, Vol. IX, 1806-12 (unpaged). 
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as the dates of course show, not the same William Horsman who 
was a Member of the Medical Committee of Feb. -March, 1786. 
He entered the service on ist Jan., 1798, became S.S. on 2nd 
Feb., 1823, and retired on 21st June, 1828. Whitelaw Ain^e 
was the well-known author of Materia Indica and many other 
works. He entered on 17th June, 1788, became S.S. in 1810, 
retired on 28th Feb., 1815, was knighted on loth June, 1835, 
and died in London on 29th April, 1837. 

Anderson died at Madras on 5th Aug., 1809, and Gahagan 
became President of thcr Medical Board. The title of Physician 
General was revived for his benefit, as reported in a Mily. Letter 
from Madras, dated 6th Feb., i8io, paras. 373-75. Watson 
came into the Board, apparently as second Member. Gahagan 
retired on 29th Feb., 1812, with nearly forty-five years’ service, 
and was specially recommended by the Madras Gov'cmment 
for an increase of the usual pension. It is to be hoped he got it, 
for he survived his retirement less than two years, dying in London 
on 2ist Jan., 1814. 

On Gahagan 's retirement, Watson was appointed President, 
and Harris second Member of the Board, both superseding Berry, 
who had pre\’iously superseded them both, and now remained 
third Member. A Mily. Letter from Madras, dated 17th Oct., 
1812, reports these appointments (para. 235), and also that 
Berry had submitted a protest couched in very intemperate 
language (para. 236). His protest w'as without effect. He 
w'ent on furlough (para. 237), and was succeeded by Alexander 
Boswell. Berry retired in England on loth Aug., 1814. 

In Mily. Cons, of 28th March, 1776. Thomas Howell was 
appointed Assistant Surgeon, and Secretary to the informal Medical 
Board, composed of Pasley and Anderson. On the institution 
of the pennanent Medical Board in 1786, Andrew Berry, a yoimg 
Assistant Siugeon of less than tw’o years’ service, was chosen as 
Secretary. Berry was Anderson’s nephew, which probably was 
the reason why he wxis chosen for the post. 'The Court of Directors 
disapproved of his appointment, and insisted that a member of 
the Civil-'Service should hold the post. A Military Despatch to 
Madras, dated 31st July, 1787, states in paras. 6 to 9, {Abstract ) — 

" Military & Hospital Boards, their proceedings in establishing them 
approved. Secretary & Deputy to the fonner most be filled by Civil 
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Servants & Secretary to the latter, by one of our own Servants, no increase 
of allowances must be made without our orders.'* 

In the original draft para. 8 runs as follows ; — 

• •' We also disapprove of the Appointment of Berry to be Secretary 
to the Hospital Board and direct that the office be filled by one of our 
Covenanted Servants, at the salary of 50 Pagodas p. Montli as already 
settled by you." 

In obedience to this order a Mily. Letter from Fort St. George, 
dated ist March, 1788, reports in paras. 129 to 13 1, [Abstract ) — 

“ Hospital Board. AP Berry has bc*en removed from post of Secretary 
and IVP Atkinson a Civil Servant appeunted in his stead. Board wrote 
us on M' Atkinson’s appointment that the office could only be filled 
properly by a Person bred to the Medical Profession. Hope, however, 
that M*" Atkinson will be found competent." 

The Medical Board succeeded in carrying their point, and 
before long got a medical oflicer as their Secretary. A Mily. 
Letter from Court, dated 8th April, 1789, states in para. 92, 
(Abstract ) — 

" Secretary to Hospital lioard, approve of appointment of M*" Edw*^ 
Atkinson, but if none but a Medical man can be adequate to the tiisk, 
Berry may be restored." 

Atkinson held the post for nearly two years. A Mily. Letter 
from Fort St. George, dated 15th Jan., 1790, reports in para. 31 — 

• " Secretary to the Hospital Board. V. Conolly appointed in conse- 
quence of Court’s permission to nominate a Professional man to that post 
if judged necessary.” 

Berry protested against Conolly’s appointment as Secretary, 
and obtained an order for his reappointment to that post from 
the Court of Directors. In a MUy. Letter of 15th Dec., 1790, 
they wrote in para, ii, (Abstract ) — 

" Secretary to Hospital Board. M' Berry must be restored to that 
office." 

A Mily. Letter from Fort St. George, dated 14th July, 1791, 
reports in para. 33, (Abstract) — 

" Secretary to the Hospital Board. M' Berry appointed, and will 
take charge of the office, as soon as his services in the Field can be dispensed 
with." 
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It seems curious that the Court should have desired the 
appointment of aCivilianas Secretary to the Madras Medical Board. 
The selection of members of the Medical Service for the corre- 
sponding posts in Bengal (Thomas Gillies), and in Bombay 
(John Williams), seems to have met with no objection. With the 
single exception of Atkinson, the post, in all three Presidencies, 
was always filled by a medical man ; as the corresponding post, 
of Secretary to the Director General, is filled to this day. . 

In 1794 the Madras Government tried to get more work out 
of the Medical Board. A Mily. Letter of i8th Feb., 1794, states 
in paras. 85-87, (Abstract^-— 

“ Physician General and Chief Surgeon, unless actively employed in 
their profession, as well as Members of the Hospital Board, cannot render 
any Service at all adequate to their Salaries ; it is therefore recommended 
as well to amend the Regulations of 1785 as to direct that tlicy shall by 
turns visit the Madnis Hospital Weekly or daily, and that when required 
they shall attend any of the Civil Servants or Military Officers at the 
I ’residency, and that all Surgeons shall be obliged to give tlieir aid to the 
Servants of every description.** 

The attempt failed. Mily. Letter of 2nd Oct., 1795, notes in 
para. 30 that, on account of the amoimt of official correspondence 
required — 

" Tlie Services of the Physician General and Members of the Hospital 
Board cannot be rendered more extensively useful." 

On ist July, 1800, Anderson and Mein, the then Members of 
the Madras Board, represented that their salaries, and those of 
the Head Surgeons, were insufficient. The Madras Government 
agreed, and in paras. 91-94 of a Mily. Letter dated 9th Oct., 1800, 
reported to the Court of Directors — 

" Inadequate salaries of Members of Medical Board and Head Surgeons, 
compared to those in Bengal. Recommend being put on same footing as 
Bengal.” 

In the orders cslablisliing the Medical Boards, the salaries 
of the Members, in Bengal and Madras, were fixed at exactly 
the same rates. I*resumably the above complaint refers to the 
fact that in Bengal the Members of the Board were also given 
the pay and allowances of Presidency Surgeons, in addition to 
their pay as Members of the Board. Apparently this was not 
the case in Madras. But it appears, from the extracts from 
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letters of 1794 and 1795, given above, that neither did the 
Members of the Madras Board perform the duties of Presidency 
Surgeons. 

The Bombay Medical Board. — The Hospital Board at 
Bombay was not instituted imtil more than a year later than 
those of Bengal and Madras. At a meeting of the Bombay 
Council held on i6th Aug., 1787, the establishment was ordered 
of a Hospital Board, composed of two Members, Andrew Durhanj, 
Physician General and Director, on a salary of £1500 per annum, 
and Richardson Harrison, second Member and Hospital Surgeon, 
on £800. 

Why the Bombay Service was treated so much worse than 
Bengal and Madras is not apparent. The number of Members 
of each Board, and the salaries of each, are distinctly laid down 
in the Medical Regulations attached to the Court’s Orders of 21st 
Sept., 1785. Bengal and Madras each got a Board composed 
of three Members, on £2500, £2000, and £1500, re.spectively ; 
Bombay only two members on £1500 and £800. The salary 
of the Physician General at Bombay was the same as that of the 
third Member in the other Presidencies ; that of the second 
Member at Bombay little more than half the same amount, and 
less than the sakrry allotted to the Head Surgeons of the General 
Hospitals upcountry in Bengal and Madras. It is true that the 
Bombay Service was much the smallest of the tluree ; but this 
hardly accounts for the great difference in the pay. 

The two original Members of the Board, Durham and Harrison, 
were fortunate in getting these appointments, in spite of the 
comparatively low' pay they carried. Had the Bombay Board, 
like the other two, been constituted in 1786, John Blakeman, 
who died at Bombay on ist Aug., 1787, would have been senior 
member, Durham second; while A. G. Clugstone, who went 
home on furlough in the Rockingham in March, 1787, was also 
senior to Harrison. 

The Government order appointing the Bombay Board runs 

followrs : — 

,'■/ Extracts from the Proceedings of Government in the Public Department, 
iated i6th August 1787.* 

f " The Board now meet to carry the Company’s Commands into Execu- 
^on relative to the Hospital received in December last. 

* From the Bombay Record Office. 
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“ The Appointment of the Hospital Board being the first Object ol 
Consideration Resolved that it be composed of — 

Andrew Durham as Physician General and Director with a 
salary of ;fi500 per Annum. 

M' Richardson Harrison as Hospital Surgeon with a Salary of 
;£8oo per Annum. • 

" Resolved that the Board above constituted be furnished with the 
copies of the Company's Regulations for their Guidance and in conformity 
thereto be instructed to recommend to us as soon as possible such Surgeons, 
Mates and Assistants as they may judge properly qualified for the Several 
Hospitals — also that they frame and lay before us such regulations as 
they may deem necessary for conducting the Medical Department persuant 
to the plan prescribed by tjjie Company. 

** When the report now ordered shall be laid before us, we shall make 
the other appointments & arrangements necessary on the above subject.” 

The Bombay Board held its first meeting on 24th Aug., 1787, 
and addressed to the President and Council a long letter, in which 
they protested against the constitution of their Board on terms 
inferior to those of Madras and Bengal, asked for a Secretary, 
and suggested various appointments. At their second meeting, 
on 28th Aug., they forwarded a second letter on the subject of 
the provision and cost of medicines, and asked Government to 
purchase from them the Haniams, or Turkish baths attached to 
the Hospital, which were the property of the Surgeons.* 

The first of these letters is given below ; also the answ'er of 
the Bombay Council, dated ist Sept., 1787, in which they refused 
to sanction a third Member of the Board on their owm responsi- 
bility, but agreed to transmit the request to the Court ; sanctioned 
most of the appointments recommended, including that of *]o\m 
Williams as Secretary to the Board ; and refused to purchase 
the Hamams. 

Letter from the Members of the Hospital Board, dated 24th August, 1787.! 

” To The Hon'ble Rawson Hart Boddam, Esquire, President & Governor 

Council. 

” Hon'ble Sir and Gentlemen, 

” Under the 16*** instant we were furnished by your Secretary 
with a Copy of the Regulations established by the Hon'ble Company for 
the conducting of the Medical Department, and at the same time we were 
directed to recoxnmend to your Honour such Surgeons, Surgeon's 

* The Cons, of 12th May, 1772, record that these hamams have lately 

been built, and that the Surgeons recommend their use in the treatment of the 
sick in hospital. On 2nd June the proprietor ofEered to sell them for Rs. 8000, 
or to rent them for Rs. 150 a month. Government closed with the latter offer. 
Presumably the Surgeons bought them afterwards. Government purchased them 
from the Sutgeons for Rs. 6000 on 14th Oct., 1787. 

t From the Bombay Record Office. 
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Mates, and Assistants as might be eligible to superintend the several 
Hospitals pursuant to the Regulations, and also to frame such others as 
might appear to us best adapted to carry the plan prescribed by the 
Hon'ble Company into Execution. 

“ Permit us to observ^e, Hon*ble Sir and Gentlemen, that after the 
mdst attentive perusal of the Regulations, we cannot reconcile the latter 
part of the first Paragraph that relates to Bombay, either to the second 
Paragraph or to the spirit of the Regulations at. large. The hitter part 
of the first Paragraph makes I^ovision for no more than two, the Physician 
General, as Director and one Surgeon of the Hospital, whereas by the 
second Para an Hospital Board is appointed which is to consist of the 
Director, Chief Surgeon, and the Surgeon of the Hospital established at 
Head Quarters, for the purposes of directing tlie necessary regulations 
and arrangements for all the Hospitals in the Prcsidcnc}', whereby it 
appears that a degree of responsibility is intended to be lodged in the 
Board, not only with regard to the manner in which the Medical Depart- 
ment in general is to be conducted, but also with regard to the propriety 
of the appointments of the several Surgeons, Surgeons Mat(\s anil Assistants, 
whose Professional abilities are supposed to be better kiiow'n to the Members 
of the Hospital Board than to others. \Vc arc how^ever humbly of opinion 
that two are not competent to constitute a Board possessing any degree 
of power or responsibility, unless for a short time ; for in all matters to 
be decided upon by a Board, w'hcn th«.‘ number of voices are equal the 
casting one generally rcvSts with the oldest member, but where there are 
only two, whenever a difierence of opinion may arise, there must be cither 
no business done, or the opinion of the Senior must be followed, which is 
in effect to vest the sole power in one person. 

*' We beg leave further to remark to your Honour that we humbly 
conceive the particular situation of this Presidency w^as not sufficiently 
attended to when these regulations were framed, or two Surgeons w'ould 
not have been deemed adequate to afford due attendance to the numbers 
generally sick belonging to this Garrison ; which we believe much exceed 
thq^e at Fort St. George, and in general even equal those at Calcutta ; in 
both of which places the Hospital Board is to consist of three members. 
The number sick in the three Hospitals by the reports of this morning 
amounted to 325 of which 221 were Europeans. The Hospitals being 
situated at some distance trom each other and two of them without the 
gates, render it scarcely in the power of two Surgeons to give them due 
attendance consistently with the other parts of their duty, the attending 
on the Hon'ble Company's Servants and their families when sick ; and 
indeed this has hitherto been the opinion of the Hon'blc Company them- 
selves, who have until now allowed four Principal Surgeons of the Hospital 
of this Garrison. 

“ Should the reasons already urged be thought to require any addi- 
tional force to show the propriety and necessity of appointing a third 
Member to the Hospital I^ard a considerable degree will be afforded by 
the 16*** Para of the Regulations which points out more clearly what the 
duties of the Director and Chief Surgeon are, the Rank intended them, 
and that it was not designed either of them should be attached to a parti- 
cular Hospital; for were they to have had immediate charge of any 
Hospital, those visits to the Subordinate ones, directed by the latter part 
of that Para, would not have been mentioned. 
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We flatter ourselves the above reasons will suiflciently make it 
appear to your Honour &*= that the plan established by the Hon'ble 
Company can be but imperfectly carried into execution in this Presidency, 
unless a third Surgeon be api>ointed, and if our ideas on the subject should 
happily coincide with those entertained by your Honour we take the 
liberty of recommending that Anthony Toomey, now Surgeon of the 
General Hospital at Tcllicherry, be appointed third Surgeon at liombay 
with a proportionate salary. 

“ Should M*" Toomey be removed from Tcllicherry we beg leave to 
recommend M' William Lloyed to succeed as Surgeon of the Hospital 
there. 

" Tlie distance that the Settlement of Telliclicrry is situated from 
others, and tlie circuiristanQO of all communication witli the Presidency 
being cut off for near four months in the year, render it necessary and 
proper in our opinion, that two Medical Men should reside there, we there- 
fore take the liberty to recommend that a Mate be appointed to the Hospital 
there as soon as the Service will admit. 

By the 1^^*^ l*ara of the Kegiilation an Apothecary is appointed to 
the Hospitals, who is to take cliarge of the Europe Medicines and Stores, 
and be accountable for their expenditure to the Ilospilal lioard, we take 
the liberty to recommend M** Helenas Scott as a Person duly qualifyed to 
discharge the office of Apothecary. 

** As the office of Apothecary will be attended with much trouble and 
confinement and be a place of considerable Trust, we hope that your 
Honour will not think us presuming In recommending that an adequate 
salary be assigned him. We are of opinion that it ought to be somewhat 
greater than that of a Regimental Surgeon. 

As the Battalion of Artillery will be in w'ant of a Surgeon (should 

Scott be appointed Apothecary) w'c beg leave to recommend to your 
Honour that M*" William Moir be appointed to that station. 

The reduction that will take place in the number of Hospital Surgeons, 
will render the increasing the number of Mates now employed more neces- 
sary, wo therefore beg leave to recommend to your Honour that 
another Mate be tippoinled to the General Hospital where the greater 
number of Sick are and those too with Disorders of a more complicated 
nature. As Thomas Dniminond who at i)rcserit resides at the General 
Hospital, has given us tJie most perfect satisfaction and being a person 
on whose abilities we can rely, we wish to retain liim as first Mate, and beg 
leave to recommend William Saiidwdth to be appointed second Mate 
of the same Hospital. 

“We beg leave to recommend to your Honour Francis Toomey 

to be appointed Mate of the Town Hospital upon his return from Bussora. 
and that M* John Price be continued to act until that time. 

“ We beg leave to recommend to your Honour Gabriel Alvares, 

as a person properly qualified to act as Mate to the Sepoy General Hospital. 

“ Wc take the liberty to observe that we understand that a Secretary 
has been allowed to the Hospital Board at the other I^csidencies, for the 
purposes of drawing up the several addresses to your Honour &c. on the 
subject of the recommendations to fill up the vacancies that may happen 
and on any oilier matter that may aflect the Medical line in general, for 
the purposes of receiving and recording the returns of sick from the several 
General and Regimental Hospitals, and for the receiving and registering 
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the returns of Expenditure of, and requisitions for Medicines from the 
several Surgeons in the Pi'esidency. All which together with that degree 
of attention that must be bestowed upon and that degree of controul 
that must be exercised over the offices of tlie Apothecary and Purveyor 
would too much interfere with our other duties, and as no Purvoe ♦ can 
possibly answer the intention, we hope that your Honour will bo 
pleased to indulge us with a Secretary in whom we can place sufficient 
confidence to prepare and lay before us the particular business on which 
we are to deliberate as a Board. Should your Honour be pleased to 
grant our request, we beg leave to recommend John Williams for the 
appointment of Secretary with an adequate salary. 

“ The duties of visiting the Sepoy Battalion Hospitals and attending 
the punishments of the Invalids and Pensioners in Ganison, may be 
performed for the present, by tlic Secretary to the Hospital Board and 
Mates of the General Hospital, some additional allowance being granted 
by your Honour cS:*' 011 those accounts. 

" W'c trust that your Honour will not accuse us of step])ing b<‘yond 
the line of jjropriety when we request your attention to the situation to 
which the Surgeons at the three general Hospitals at Surat, Tcllicherry 
and Tannah, will be reduced should no more than the I‘ay and Emolu- 
ments of a Kegimoutal Surg(^on b(^ allowed them. 'J o addut‘e any argu- 
ments why a Surgeon in C harge of a General Hosjutal wlio has so much 
more trouble and responsibility than a Surgeon in Charge of only a Regi- 
mental one should have a suj)erior salary, would be attempting to prove 
the truth of a self-evident proposition. But what gives a claim to each 
of the Surgeons at the above-mentioned Sclllcmcnts fo consideration, in 
addition to the one arising from having charge of the Hospital is, that 
tljey have the civil establishment of the Hon’ble Company’s Servants and 
their Families also to attend, for which considerations we Hatter ourselves 
tliat your Honour wdll be pleased to allot an adequate allowance. 

As the Hospital Board is the Channel through which every representa- 
tion regarding the Medical Department ought to pass to your Honor 
we beg leave to submit to your consideration whether some allowance in 
lieu of off-reckonings ought not to be made to the Regimental Surgeons, 
as the latter part of the first Para of tlic regulations particularly assigns 
them Pay and Emoluments of Captains of Infantry on their respective 
establishment, whereby we are led to believe that Incomes equal to those 
of Captains of Infantry were intended them, as for the different denomina- 
tions under which an income is received, they ought to make no diffeiencc 
in this case, it is the amount that should be attended to, and we conceive 
ought to include every species of known and allowed income. 

*' W'e further beg leave to mention that the Para of the Regula- 
tions directs that the oldest Hospital Mate at each General Hospital .shall 
have charge of the Medicines, who is to keep an account of the Receipts 
and Issues of them, and to be alknved such increase of pay on that account 
as the Governor and Council shall direct. Tliough we are sensible that the 
increase of Pay here mentioned, be intended for the Males of the general 
Hospitals at the subordinate Garrisons (the Medicines being directed to 
be under charge of the Apothecary at the Presidency) yet from the parti- 
cular situation of our general Hospital, being situated without the Gates, 

* Purvoe or Parvoe, a clerk, name of the Writer Caste in Western India, a 
corruption of Prabhu, Lord. 
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and the circumstance of all supplies of Medicines and necessaries being 
sent to it from the Town hospital where the stores are, an account of 
which supplies must be kept, we take the liberty of expressing our opinion, 
that the first Mate of the General Hospital here is intitled to the increase 
of Pay above directed, as he will certainly have as much trouble (if not 
more) as if he was at a more distant station. We hope therefore that the 
same allowance will be made M' Drummond as your Honor will be 
pleased to establish for other Mates. 

We have l>een thus particular in mentioning the several allowances 
to be established for the different Ranks of Surgeons and Mates in order 
that your Honor might have the whole at one view. With regard to 
the number of Surgeons and Mates that will be necessary for this Presi- 
dency we will address your J-Ionor on that head £is soon as you wnll be 
pleased to signifie to us your sentiments on the subject of the recommenda- 
tions in this letter. As for the establishments of the Assistants, Purvoes 
and Servants for the three Hospitals belonging to this Garrison the present 
will be sufficient. 

" There being but a few days of this month, to come, and there being 
some Paragraphs of the Regulations, to be communicated to the Com- 
manding Officers of Corps, and the Regimental Surgeons respecting the 
manner of sending patients henceforth into the Hospitals, and as the 
Purveyor will require some time after his appointment takes place to 
prepare the different supplies according to the instructions we must furnish 
liim with, W>. reque.st that your Honor will not order the new regula- 
tions to be inforced so soon as the of next month, but that sufficient 
time, may be afforded for preparing every thing proper, for the above 
orders to the Commanding Officers of Corps and Regimental Surgeons to 
be issued, as well as those necessarj^ for carrying the plan into execution 
communicated to the subordinate Settlements, so that it may take place 
in all parts of the Presidency at the same time. 

** Permit us to conclude by assuring your Honor that every possible 
attention on our part in discharge of the trust reposed in us, shall be paid 
to our Hon’ble Employers, consistently with the benefits intended to be 
afforded to the Sick, and also that due deliberation shall be bestowed on 
the propriety of every recommendation that we shall take the liberty of 
making to your Hon’ble Board." 

** We remain Sd. Andrew Durham, Sd. Richardson Harrison. 

** Bombay, the 24^*^ August 1787." 

Govern meni reply dated September, 1787, to the Hospital Board, 

** To Messrs. Durham and Harrison, Members of tlie Hospital Board. 

" Gcntlcnncn, — The Hon'blo the President and Council have given me 
in command to acknowledge the receipt of your tw'O letters addressed them 
under the 24 and 28^** ultimo, and in reply thereto, to convey to you 
their Resolutions as follows. 

'* The Court of Directors having clearly and expressly pointed out the 
establishment of whicli the Medical Board at this Presidency shall consist, 
no deviation can be made therefrom, but your representation respecting 
tlie inadequacy of two members to fulfil the duties enjoined, shall be 
transmitted to the Company for their consideration. 

They coincide with you on the propriety of a Mate being appointed 
to assist the Surgeon of Tellicherry Hospital. 
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"They likewise for the reasons you have assigned, acquiesce in the 
appointment of a Secretary to your Department, and at your instance 
nominate M' John Williams for that province with an allowance of 
Rupees 120 per month, Williams while he continues to act as Surgeon 
to the Invalids will also receive Pay as such. 

** They have in compliance with your recommendation appointed 

W^illiam Lloyed . . Surgeon to the Artillery Corps. 

M*“ W’illiam Moir . . First Mate in the General Hospital. 

M' Thomas Drummond . Second Ditto. 

M' Helequs Scott . . Apothecary with a monthly allowance of 

250 Rupees. 

Francis Tooniey . . Mate in the Town Hospital. 

William Sandwith . Provisional Mal^ in ditto. 

M** John Price . . . to be stationed in one of the Cniizcrs. 

M' Gabriel Alvares . . A mate in the Sepoy Hospital but to be 

considered in point of rank and pay as a 
native Assistant only. 

" As the Medicines at the Presidency will be under the charge of the 
Apothecary, an extra allowance to the Head Mate can only be admitted 
at the Subordinate Hospitals. 

The Surgeons to tlie Hospitals at Surat, Tanna and Tellicherry are 
to receive Stlg. 600 per annum, and those stationed to Residencies arc to 
be placed on the footing of Regimental Surgeons — the latter are to be 
allowed no more than they ha\'c hitherto received. 

" J am further directed to acquaint you that the Governor and Council 
do not judge juoper to make you any consideration as heretofore for a 
Private Dispensary ; neither any allowance on account of the Marine. 

“ They decline purchasing the Hummums on the Company’s account, 
or of continuing to rent them. 

" They are pleased to direct that you lay before them an Inventory 
of your private Stores on hand, when they will consider of your applica- 
tion respecting the purchase of them ; and as soon as the state of the 
Tre^ury enables them, they will take measures for extinguishing the 
Arrears due on your Accounts. 

1 am further directed to acquaint you that they have appointed M' 
James Rivett to be Purveyor of the Hospital under the new regulations, 
whom you will furnish with such Instructions as you may deem necessary 
for his Guidance. 

“It is enjoined me in conclusion to recommend to you the strictest 
attention to frugality in every province under your Controul, and to 
acquaint you that the new Medical Establishment is to take place on the 
first day of the ensuing Month. I have &*“' Sd. William Page, Secrebiry. 

“ Bombay Castle, September 1787.“ 

The Court, in para. 28 of a Public Letter to Bombay dated 
8th April, 1789, after approving of the establishment of the 
Hospital Board, sanctioned the appointment of a third member. 
A Bombay Public Letter of 24th Dec., 1789, reports this appoint- 
ment in paras. 16-21, {Absiracis, Letters from Bombay, Vol. IV, 
1782 to 1789). 
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" M^Toomey appointed Hospital Surgeon on the departure of M^'Harrison, 
and at the recommendation of Hospital Board appointed a third member 
thereto with the Title of Head Surgeon at a Salary of £1200 p. Annum. 
Allowance for Civil Dispensary discontinued, but afterwards re-established 
on recommendation of Hospital Board at 400 Rupees p. Month.'* 

• 

The Court approved of these appointments in a Public Letter, 
dated I5(h Dec., 1790, para. 3. The Bombay Medical Board 
seems to have been thus put on an equality with those of the 
other two Presidencies. The salaries of the first and second 
members of the Board are not mentioned ; but as the salary of 
the third member, as fixed in 1789, is considerably higher than that 
of the second in 1787, and nearly as high as the first, presumably 
the paj’’ of the two senior members must also have been raised. 

The third member appointed in 1789, whose name is not 
given in the Bombay letter, was Francis Crozier. 

Early in 1790, Surgeon Alexander Grant Chigstone, who was 
senior to two of the members of the Board, but had been in 
England when the Board was constituted, returned to India, and 
claimed the post of President. This claim, and its refusal, were 
reported in the fourth para, of a Bombay Mily. Letter of '7th 
July, 1790, {Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, Vol. V, 1785 to T799). 

" Surgeon A. G. Clugstone, who arrived on the Francis asserted a 
claim to preside at the Hospital Board in virtue of your permission to him 
to return to his rank. But as the Hospital I^egulations are modelled on 
a Military System, and it would cause great confusion by shifting every 
Surgeon from his Station to comply with this request, we agreed to consider 
him as a Supernumerary until there should be a Vacancy at the Board 
on an Allowance of 500 Rupees p. Month subject to your satisfaction. 
Letter from Clugstone sent, request Instructions for our guidance in 
similar instances in different lines of the Service." 

The Court, in a Mily. Letter dated 4th Aug., 1791, para. 4, 
approved of the rejection of Clugstone’s claim to the Presidency 
of the Board, but disapproved of the special allawance of Rs.500 
a month, directing that he should receive only the ordinary pay 
of a Surgeon, till a vacancy at the Board should occur. Long 
before this letter was wTitten, Durham had gone home, later in 
1790, and QiJgstone had succeeded him as President. He served 
as Surgeon General of the Bombay Army in the third Maisur war, 
and died at Bombay on 12th July, 1792- 

Toomey then ^came President, and William Spink got a 
seat at the Board. Toomey died at Bombay on i6th Jan., 1797, 



ADMINISTRATION ; THE MEDICAL BOARD 33 

and the Board was reduced in number to two. Crozier and Spink, 
the vacancy not being filled up. The Bombay Board, unlike 
those of the other two Presidencies, consisted of only two members 
for, a considerable time, over twenty years. A third Member 
was provisionally appointed by Bombay G.O. of 25th May, 
1820 ; another G.O. of nth July, 1823, notified that the third 
Member had been permanent^' sanctioned in a Letter from Court 
dated 3rd April, 1822. 

Spink died at Bombay on 20th May, 1798, and was succeeded 
by William Moir. Crozier left for Englahd in 1800, and died on 
his way home, on the Woodford, on 23rd July, i8oo. On his 
departure Thomas Cruso became second Member. He also went 
home in 1801, and died in England on 25th July, 1802. Helcnus 
Scott joined the Board in 1801, and became President on .Moil’s 
death on 21st April, 1806. William Sandwith then came on to 
the Board, and lit'ld the post for two years ; he went on leave 
in 1808, and died on the way, on board the Metcalfe, on 9th Aug. 
Jonathan Thorpe succei-ded him on zGth Feb., 1808, and became 
President w'hen Scott went home on 15th Aug., 1809. 

A Mily. Letter from Court to Bombay, dated 5th Jan., 1810, 
in para. 115, grants to the Members and to the Secretary of the 
Medical Board, the pay and half batta of their corresponding 
military rank, from 24th April, 180G ; the Members as Lieut.- 
Colonels ; the Secretary, if a Surgeon, as Captain, if an 
Assistant Surgeon, as Lieutenant. 

Inspection by Medical Board. — The Regulations of 1786, 
in their sixteenth danse, require the Head Surgeons to inspect 
hospitals in their divisions, and the Medical Board to inspect the 
General Hospitals upcountry. In 1794 John Laird, then senior 
Member of the Calcutta Board, was ordered to inspect the 
Hospitals upcountry ; and in the same year the Madras Board 
received a similar order, but succeeded in passing on tliis duty 
to the Head Surgeons.* The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical 
Board of 14th June, 1797, also contain an order to John Fleming, 
junior Member of the Board, which then consisted of two Members 
only, to carry out a similar inspection. 

*' John Fleming, Esq. Junior Member of the Medical Board to proceed 
to the different Stations of the Army for the purpose of inspecting the 
Hospitals, and to report the state of them to the Commander in Chief." 


H4.M.S. — ^VOL. II. 


• See Chap. XVII. Rank. 


J> 
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On this occasion Laird seems to have carried on the duties 
of the Calcutta Board single-handed, during Fleming's absence, 
which must have lasted for some months. More than twenty 
years later Walter Ogilvy, the senior Member of the Bengal Board, 
an officer of over forty years' service, was deputed to inspect the 
Hospitals at tlie chief cantonments. On this occasion, although 
there were two other Members of the Board, Alexander Russell, 
one of the Presidency Surgeons, was appointed to officiate in the 
Board, during Ogilvy's absence.* 

On the whole, however, it appears that the Medical Boards 
did little or no inspection throughout the greater part of their 
existence. 

Tenure of Office. — A Letter from Court, dated 26th Dec., 
1818, paras. 136-145, answered in a Bengal Mily. Letter of 26th 
June, 1819, para. 97, directs that Members of tlie Medical Board 
shall vacate their seats after four years. Tliis order does not 
appear to have been enforced for several years ; but at last was 
published in India as Bombay G.O. of nth July, 1823, Bengal 
G.O., No. 231A of I2th Aug., 1824, Madras G.O. of 17th 
June, 1825. The Bengal order, which appeared in the C.G. of 
23rd Aug., 1824, runs as follows : — 

** Fort William, 12** Aug., 1824. G.O, No. 231a of 1824. 

" (i) In obedience to the Orders of the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, the following Regulations are to have effect in the Medical 
Department of tliis Presidency, from the of May last. 

“ (2) The Members of the Medical Board shall hereafter be relieved 
from that situation at the expiration of four years from tlie date of their 
respective nominations. In the case of the present Members, this rule is 
to operate only from the of May 1824. 

“ (3) The Salaries of the Members of the Medical Board shall from the 
same date, be equalized, by striking the average of tlic former Salaries of 
the three Members, viz. Sonat Rupees (2409. 13. o), two thousand four 
hundred and nine, thirteen annas ; exclusive of their Civil Allowance as 
Presidency Surgeons — this rule is only to operate prospectively with 
the first Member of the Board ; — the officer now filling that situation will 
continue to receive the Salary heretofore drawn by him on the principle 
generally recognized by the Court, that reductions in Staff Allowances 
are not Xo afiect incumbents. 

" (4) The Members of the Medical Board, relieved from the duties of 
their station at the end of four years, shall be at liberty either to return to 
Europe on the retiring Pensions to which they are respectively entitled, 
or to resume theif duties as Surgeons on the Establishment. 

^ Bengal Mily. Letter of 29th Sept., 1821, paras. 155, 156 ; Abstracts, Letters 
from Bengal, Vol. IX, 1814-22 (not paged). 
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“ (5) The following Scale of Rank and Precedence is assigned to the 
Medical Officers. 

The Members of the Medical Board as Lieutenant Colonels. 

Superintending Surgeons as Majors. 

Surgeons as Captains. 

• Assistant Surgeons as Lieutenants. 

** (6) The Rank so granted, is to be considered as purely official or by 
Courtsey, and is not to givx any Claim either to Militarj'^ Command or to 
Encreased Allowances of any kind, except in cases of distribution of Prize 
Money, in which the Officers of the Medical Establishment will be allowed 
to share *accordiiig to the scale of rank now established. — W'“ Casement, 
Lieut. Col., Secy to Govt. Mil. Dept.'* 

In the C,G. of 3rd April, 1828, it is stated that a Member of 
the Medical Board, who recently vacated his seat on the expira- 
tion of four 3Tars’ tenure, had claimed to revert to Superintending 
Surgeon, but that the Commander-in-Chief had decided against 
his claim, and ordered that, if he did not retire, he must revert 
to the executive grade as Surgeon only. 

A Letter from Court, dated 27th Aug., 1828, published in 
Madras G.O. of 27th Jan., 1829, extends tlie tour of ollice to 
five y v:\rs, 

" Fori Si. George, January 27^*, 1829. The following extract from a 
letter from the Hon. Court of Directors, under dale the 27'*' August 1828, 
is published in General Orders, and the regulations which it contains are 
to take effect from the proximo. 

“52. Members of the Medical Board to be hereafter relieved from that 
situation at the expiration of five years from the date of nomination to it, 
unless on any occasion the Government shall be of opinion tliat the con- 
tinifed service of any member of the Board is indispensable to the public 
interests, in which case such individual may be continued in that situation 
until our decision on the case shall be made known. In every such case 
you will furnish us with such information as is necessary to guide our 
judgment on it with the least practicable delay. 

" 53. Members of the Medical Board who shall have been in that station 
not less than two years, and not less than twenty years in India, including 
three years furlough, shall be permitted to retire from the .service and 
allowed £500 per annum. 

" 54. Members of the Medical Board who shall have served five years 
in that situation, and not less than twenty years in India, including three 
years furlough, shall be permitted to retire and allowed £700 per annum. 

"55, Superintending Surgeons who shall have been in that station 
not less than two years, and not less than twenty years in India, including 
three years furlough, shall be permitted to retire from the service and 
allowed ^300 per annum. 

" 56. Superintending Surgeons who shall liave served five years in that 
situation, and not less than twenty years in India, including three years 
furlough, shaU be entitled to retire on ^^365 per annum. 
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“ 57. Retirements under the above regulations may take place either 
in India or in England. 

" 58. We liave also resolved that Superintending Surgeons who come 
to England on sick certificate shall resume that rank and station on their 
return to their duty." 

Another Letter from Court, dated 27th May, 1829, paras. 
2 to 4, published in Bengal G.O. of iith Sept., 1829, orders that a 
Member, vacating on completion of five years’ tenure of office, 
must retire, thus withdrawing the option of continuing to serve 
in the grade of Surgeon. 

i- 

" Foft Williayn, Sept. 1829. The Governor General in Council is 
pleased to direct that the following extracts (Paras 2 to from a general 
letter from the Hon. the Court of Directors in the Military Department, 
under date the 27'** May 1829, be published in General Orders. 

" Para. 2. By our letter in tiiis department dated the 27**' August 1828 
(Para. 4), we authorized the continuance of members in the Medical Board 
for a period of five years, and grant to those members who shall serve in 
the Board during the whole of that time, a retiring pension of £^oo per 
annum. 

** 3. We are disposed to grant to D*” Meik the benefit of this regulation, 
and we accordingly desire that D*^ Meik be allowed to resume his seat at 
the Medical Board, on the first vacancy that shall occur after your receipt 
of this despatch, for one year ; at the expiration of which period, he will 
be entitled to retire on the augmented pension of £joo per annum. 

“4. Having made this liberal provision for our medical servants, who 
liavc had a tour at the Medical Board, wc direct that they be not, after 
such tour, again allowed to serve in any medical capacity, except in special 
cases of ])nblic exigency, to be reported to us, and subject to our con- 
firmation.” 

A Mily. Letter from Court, dated 3rd Feb., 1841, para. 23, 
published in Bengal G.O. of 31st Marcli, 1841, directs that a 
Member of the Medical Board, granted sick leave to England, 
may resume his seat at the Board, for the rest of his five years' 
tour, if he returns to India,* 

A Mil5^ Letter from Court, dated 4th May, 1842^ published as 
Bengal G.O. No. 169 of ist July, 1842, introduces increased 
pensions, at different lengths of Service, and also confers new 
titles on the three Members of the Medical Board, the senior 
being designated Physician General, the second Surgeon General, 
and the tliird Inspector General of Hospitals. From this time on, 
as long as the Boards continued to exist, on each occasion when a 
vacancy occurred, promotions were formally made from one to 


• See Chap. XIX. Furlough. 
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another of these posts ; i.e. when the Physician General retired, 
the Surgeon General was gazetted to be Physician General, the 
I.G. of Hospitals to be Surgeon General, and a Superintending 
Suigeon to be I.G. of Hospitals. 

'* General Orders by the Honourable the President in Council. Fort U 'illiitin, 
July, 1842. 

No, 169 oj 1842. In obedience to the Orders of the Honoiiniblc the 
Court of Directors in their Military Ixtter to the Government of India, 
No. 6 under date the 4**^ May 1842, the following Regulations are to have 
effect in the Medical Department of the three l^esidencics, from the 
16^** instant. * 

“ The situation of Superintending Surgeon to be considered a Stall 
Appointment, to which only those fitted for it by a zealous and able dis- 
charge of their professional Duties shall be deemed eligible, and the Ap- 
pointment to future vacancies will be made without 1 cfcrcnce to the order 
of succession, whenever it may be the opinion of Government, that such 
departure from Seniority is required for the maintenance of the Public 
Interests. 

'* The present system by which all Pensions in the Medical Service 
superior to those of Surgeon (Captain s full paj' after 17 years service in 
India) are dependent on promotion to the Staff Appointment of Superin- 
tending Surgeon, is abolished, and in its stead, the principle of granting 
those Pensions according to length of Service established, upon the following 
scale, viz. — 

After 20 years service, 3 years Furlough included, as at present £191 a year. 


After 28 

ditto 

ditto 

;^3oo ditto 

After 32 

ditto 

ditto 

£365 ditto 

After 33 

ditto 

ditto 

;^50o ditto 

After 38 

ditto 

ditto 

£700 ditto 


The present Regulations by w'hich Superintending Surgeons are 
entitled as such to Retiring Pensions of £300 and £365 a year, and Members 
of the Medical Board to Penvsions of £300 and £700 a year, according to 
period of Service in these ranks respectively, will cease to be the rule of 
the Service for Medical Officers, after the date of the introduction of the 
new arrangement ; but individuals then in the Service, and who may be 
appointed to the offices of Superintending Surgeon and Member of the 
Board within ten years from that date, will be allowed the option of retiring 
upon Pensions upon the old scale of length of Service in these Ranks, 
instead of the new scale of length of Sendee in India. 

** The designation of 2“^. and 3*^^ members of the Medical Board 
is abolished, and the following titles arc substituted : 

Physician General . .... i** Member, 

Surgeon General ..... 2"^ Member. 

Inspector General of Hospitals . . 3*^** Member. 

" The Members of the Board will accordingly be commissioned with 
these Titles when appointed to the respective positions above mentioned, 
and when retiring from the Service will be placed on the Retired List with 
the Title then held by them. 

” The Regulation which fixes the rank of Brigadier General as the 
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relative Army Rank of Members of the Medical Board, will equally apply 
to those Members under the new Titles now established. 

" All Surgeons of 30 years’ Service, to be designated ‘ Senior Surgeons,’ 
and their relative Rank with officers of the Army to be that of Major. 
This arrangement like all others having reference only to the rank .and 
designation of Medical Officers, cofafers no claim whatever to superior 
allowances, and will make no change whatever in the nature of their 
employment." 

The Bengal Medical Regulations of 1851, in the second chapter, 
on tlie duties of Superintending Surgeons, direct, in rule 15, 
that the duties of S.S. at the Presidency shall be discharged by 
the tliird Member of the Medical Board. This was practically 
a reversion to the state of affairs when the Board was first estab- 
lished in 1786, when its third Member was the Head Surgeon of 
the Presidency General Hospital. 

Promotion to the Medical Board.— Promotion was always 
made, in theory, by selection ; but almost always, in practice, 
went by seniority, pure and simple, from a very early date imtil 
the Boards were abolished. 

When the Medical Boards were first instituted, many cases 
occurred in which officers represented themselves as aggrieved 
by the appointment of others, whom they considered junior to 
themselves. But in those days questions of seniority and rank 
had not yet been definitely settled. 

A Bombay Mily. Letter dated 29th Jan., 1799, reports in 
para. 51 such a case of supersession. 

*' Hospital Board. M' William Moir appointed second Member in 
room of D' Spink deceased. Claim of M*^ Laplain to the appointment 
rejected in consideration of his having been deemed in 1789 ineligible to 
a much inferior situation, but have stationed him at the Presidency on the 
Pay of his Rank." 

Laplain entered on nth Oct., 1774, Moir in May, 1777, so 
the former was originally the senior of the two by over two and 
a half years ; Laplain had, however, been passed over for pro- 
motion to Head Surgeon, a rank which Moir had attained in 
May, 1797. It has been described above also how Andrew Berry 
superseded Watson and Harris on the Madras Medical Board, 
and how later they in turn again went over his head. 

A Letter from Court dated 27th Oct., 1824, published in 
Bombay G.O. of 12th April, 1825, states that promotion to 
Superintending Surgeon is to go by seniority, to the Medical 



ADMINISTRATION; THE MEDICAL BOARD 39 


Board by selection. Little attention seems to have been paid 
to this order in India. On one occasion when it was acted on, 
the promotion so made was cancelled by orders from Court. 
In the beginning of 1831 the three members who formed the 
Madras Board were William Colquhoun-Stirling, Simon Howard, 
and Thomas Owen. Stirling retired on 2rst Feb., 1831, when 
John Haj'' came in as third Member of the Board, and Heward 
on 17th June, 1831, when the Madras Government appointed 
James Annesley, one of the most distinguished men who have 
ever entered the Madras Medical Service, as junior member. 
Hay had entered the Service on ist Jafl., 1797, Annesley on 29th 
April, 1799, and both had superseded S.S. Thomas Hart Davies, 
whoso lirst commission was dated 13th Jan., 1796. Madras 
G.O. of 2ist Sept., 1832, notifies that, under orders from Court, 
Annesley ’s appointment to the Board is cancelled, and that he 
reverts to Superintending Surgeon, and is posted in that capacity 
to the Nagpur Division, relieving T. H. Davies, who takes his 
seat as second Member of the Board. Owen died of cholera ;it 
Madras on 14th Jan., 1833, and Annesley then came in again 
as junior Member. Davies retired on 22nd Feb., 1836, his five 
years’ tour of office being counted from the date of Stirling’s 
retirement, when he was lirst passed ov'^er. 

Heward and Annesley were both knighted after their retire- 
ment from the Service ; Sir Simon Heward on 5th June, 1837, 
for his services as S.S. in the Burmese war, twelve years before ; 
Sir James Annesley on 13th May, 1844, for his professional fame 
as author of a stjuidard work on the Diseases of India. 

That promotion to the Board should be given on account of 
merit rather than by strict seniority is strongly laid down in the 
tenth and eleventh paras, of a Mily. Letter from Court, No. 6 of 
7th March, 1848, published in Bengal G.O. of 5th July, 1848.* 
Para, ii suggests that while the two senior Members of the Board 
might be selected from among the S.S.’s, the junior post might 
be filled by a Surgeon, promoted over the heads of all the Admini- 
strative Medical Officers. This suggestion does not seem ever 
to have been literally carried out. After the abolition of the 
Medical Boards, however, ten years later, it was all but acted 
upon when Campbell Mackinnon, who was the junior S.S., and 


* See Chap. XVII, Rank. 
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had only attained that rank a month before, was appointed I.G., 
on the death of I.G. Edmund Tritton. 

The substitution of a Director General for the Medical Board 
is advocated in an article on the constitution of the Medical 
Service in The India Journal of Medical and Physical Science 
for 1836, New Series, Vol. I, edited by Frederick Corbyn.* In 
Dalhousie's Minute on the Indian Medical Service,! the Governor 
General strongly recommended, in paras. 4-12, the abolition 
of the Board, and the substitution of a single officer as head of the 
Service, in each Presidency, with the title of Director General, 
and the appointment of Inspector Generals, two in Bengal, one 
each in Madras and Bombay, between him and the S.S.’s. 

The Governor General’s recommendations to this effect w('re 
carried out, a year and a half later, with effect from 12th Nov., 
1857. ■At the beginning of 1857 the Bengal Medical Board 
consisted of G.G. Spilsbury, Physician General ; Charles Renny, 
Surgeon General ; and J. B. Clapperton, Inspector General of 
Hospitals. Renny retired on loth April, 1857, when Clapperton 
became Surgeon General, and John Row juni(»r Member of the 
Board and I.G. Spilsbiiry died on 6th July, 1857, tiis pla(;c 
was not filled up. On the reorg.anisalion, on 12th Nov., 1857, 
John Forsyth, who then stood second on the list f)f S.S.’s, was 
appointed Director General. Clapperton was left un<'mployed. 
and retired on 13th Fob., 1858. John Row, tlie junior Member 
of the late Board, became senior I.G. ; and the second appoint- 
ment of I.G. was filled by Edmund Tritton, who then stood ninth 
(Forsyth included) among the S.S.’s. Tritton died on 15111 
June, 1858, .and was succeeded by Campbell Mackinnon, who 
became S.S. on 30th Juh', 1S58, and I.G. on 27111 Aug. At the 
same time one Director General and one I.G. were appointed 
in each of the other servaces, Madras and Bomba5'. 

The title, of Director General was abolished in the first clause 
of the T.M.S. warrant of ist Feb., 1859, being tiltcred to Principal 
I.G. from Forsyth’s retirement on 25th April, 1862. This title, 
of Principal I.G., was abolished when its second holder, H. A. 
Bruce, retired on ist Sept., 1866. And when I.G. W. A. Green 
retired on 3^st March, 1869, the si'cond post of I.G. was uLo 

• This article is in two parts, beginning on pp. 127 and 346. 

t See Cb.tp. XXXVII, The Crown succeeds the Company, where Dalhousie’s 
minute is given in full. 
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abolished, only one I.G. being left, as head of the Bengal Medical 
Service. By the Royal Warrant of loth May, 1873, lliis 
was changed to Surgeon General, while in 1880 it became Surgeon 
General and Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of 
India. 

In 1895 the title of Director General was again introduced, 
and the officer holding that post was rec<ignised as head, not of 
the Bengal Service alone, l^ut of the whole I.M.S. in the three 
Presidencies. It may be noted that, on the two last occasions 
on which the office fell vacant. Goveniment acted on the principle 
of promotion by selection to a greater extent than had ever been 
done before, on each occasion passing over all tlu' (‘olonels, who 
filled the administrative posts, and ]>romoting a Lieut .-Colonel. 
S.G. Bomford, wlxai appointed D.G. on ist Jan., IP05, was the 
senior Lieut. -Colomd in Bengal. S.G. Lukis, who succeeded 
him on ist Jan.. 1910, then stood fifth on the list of selected 
Lieut.-Colonels in the Bi-ngal Serr'ice. Exactly the same happened 
in the R.A.M.C., when Lieut.-C»<Ionel A. Keogh was appointed 
D.G. from ist Jan., 1905. 

The title of Diicctor General was changed to Principal I.G. 
bj’ the first clause tif the I.M.S. warrant of ist F<*b., 1859, Eorsytli 
continuing to hold that post, as head of the Service, till he retired 
on 25fh April, 1862. When Row retired on ist Aug., 1859, 
Campbell Mackinnon became second, and G. G. Brown, third 
I.G. Brown held the post for little mon' than a year ; h(‘ n-tired 
on 8G1 Nov., i860, when John McClelland became junior I.Ci. 
When Forsyth retired on 25tli April, 1862, McClelland became 
Principal I.G., and J. B. Dickson was promoted to third I.G. 
Mackinnon retired on 6lh Aug., 1862, when H. A. Bruce got the 
third I.G.-ship. Dickson retired <m 31st March, 1864, and W. A. 
Green became I.(j. Principal I.G. McClelland retired on 24th 
Nov., 1865, H. A. Bruce succeeded him in that post, and John 
Murray became jimior I.G. Bruce held the positifui of head of 
the Service for less than a year, retiring on ist Sept., 1866 ; and 
from that date the appointment of Principal I.G. was abolished, 
W. A. Green, as senior I.G., becoming the head of the .Servic<!. 
From Green’s retirement on 31st March, 1869, the number 
of I.G.’s was reduced to one, John Murray, who succeeded 
Green as head. Murray retired on ist Jan., 1871, and was 
succeeded by Sir John Campbell Browm, K.C.B., during whose 
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tenure of office the title was changed to Stirgcon General. 
Tlie post of head of tlie Ser\acc, since Brown, has been filled 
successively by J. F. Beatson, 24th Nov., 1875 ; J. M. Cnningham, 
2')th March, 1880 ; Sir Benjamin Simpson, K.C.I.E., 2gth March, 
1885 ; W. R. Rice, 29th March, 1890 ; Janies Cleghoni, 29th 
March. 1895; Robert Harvey, 25th Oct., i8g8 ; Sir Benjamin 
Franklin, K.C.T.E., 2nd Dec., 1901 ; Sir (ierald Bomford, K.C.I.E., 
1st Jan., T90O ; and Sir ('. P. Lnkis, K.C.S.T., ist Jan., 1911. 
Harvey was the only one who died in office. The senior of these 
officf-rs still living is Sir Benjamin Simpson. 

The three Members of th(? Madras Medical Board, on Tst Jan., 
1857, were J. B. Pri'ston, Physician General ; J. L. Geddes, 
Surgeon Gemu'al, and A. N. Magrath, l.G. of Hospitals. On the 
abolition of tlu; Mediial Board Preston took furlough, and died 
near Southampton on 24th June, 1858; Geddes remained un- 
employi'd till lu^ retired on 1st Jan., 1S60 ; Magrath was appointed 
Director General from 29th Dec.., 1857 : and Dinu-an Maephenson, 
an officer who had bcien deputed to serve in tlu* Crimea, became 
l.G. from 8th Jan., 1858. Maepherson supersedi'd sevenil officers 
senior to himself ; two of whom, Pearse and Cole, subsequently 
again wimt over him. 

Magrath retired on 27th Jan., 1859, and was succeeded as 
Director General by G. Pearse, whose title, soon after, was changed 
to Principal l.G. Pearse retired on 23rd April. 1864, and R. 
Cole became. Principal l.G. Maepherson held the post of junior 
l.G. lilt 1st Aug., 1S64, when he vacated the appointment, re- 
maining in India, on the active list, but unemployed, till he died 
at Merkara on 8th June, 1867. James Shaw siu'ceeded Mac- 
phe rson as junior I.G., and when C<tle retired, on loth Aug., 1866, 
became Principal l.G. 'I'his appointment was abolished from 
Shaw’s retirement on 28th Feb., 1867, tin- Madras Service retaining 
only one appointment as l.G. At the reorganization of 1S80, 
Brigade Surgeon W. R. Cornish was appointed Surgeon General, 
Madras. Like Cuningham in Bengal, he superseded a number of 
senior officers, all the D.S.G.'s, and most of the Brigade Surgeons. 

In the Bombay Service, John McLennan was appointed to 
the Medical Board, in his turn, on 20t.h May, 1848, while on 
furlough, and in less than a year, on ist Jan., 1859, had risen to 
Physician GenenU, without actually joining the Board. From 
20th May, 1848, till the beginning of 1850, when McLennan 
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rejoined from furlough, there were, therefore, four nominal 
members of the Bombay Board. WHien McLennan returned to 
India, the junior Member, W. B. Taylor, reverted to S.S., but 
got back to the Board on 2nd Jan., 1852. 

On 1st Jan., 1857, the three Members of the Bombay Board 
were C. D. Straker, Plij'sician General, E. W. Edwarde.s, Surgeon 
General, and James Don, LG. of Hospitals.* Straker died at 
Bomb.-ry on i6th Jan., 1857, when B. P. Rooke came on to the 
Board. Don went on furlough from 28th May, 1857, and Jolm 
Scott became junior Member. Edwar^jes retired on 17th Nov., 
and I)<.in on 28th Nov., 1857. At tlie reorganisation in that year, 
Rooke was appointed Director Gen('ral, and John Sidtl, 
both from ist Dee., 1857. On tlie abolition of tlu^ tilh; of Diriiclor 
General, in 1850, Rooke b(;came Principal I.G. H(' reliii'd on 
5fh April, 1S62, and was succeeded by Mattliew Stovell, Scott 
retired on 3rd June, 1S62, and Tlionias Mackenzie became I.G. 
When he retired on rjth Feb., 1864, F. .S. .Vrnott took liis place. 
On Stovell’s retirement on 6th .‘\pril, 1867, the. appointment of 
Principal I.G. was abolished, .Vrnott becoming head of the 
Bombay Servic.o, which now had only one. I.G. At tlie n'organiza- 
tion of i88o, T. B. Beatty was appointed Surgeon (ieneral, 
Bombay, from ist April, j88o. Unlike C-uningham in Bengal, 
and Cornish in Madras, he was not promot('d fiver a number of 
seniors, but in regular order. 

When the title of Director General was reintroduced in i8()5, 
tlie. three Medical Services, Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, for 
the first time, came under one head. So far, tlu* post of Director 
General has always been filled by an officer of the Bengal Service, 
but no rule or order seems to exist which w’ould exclude officers 
of the Madras and Bombay Services from being (digible for the 
post. 

On six occasions, since i860, tlie principle of promotion by 
selection has been carried to a considerable extent. At the 
reorganisation of 1880, Surgeon Major J. M. Cuningham became 
Surgeon General with the Government of India, superseding all 

• More than twenty years before, on 25th Sept., James Don had been 

tried for murder in the Bombay Supreme Court. He had been called in when 
Assistant Surgeon J. P. Malcolmson. on iSthJuly, 1835, killed Captain Alexander 
Urquhart in a duel at Poona. All the prisoners were acquitted, the Judge re- 
marking that Don had only been present by accident, and should not have been 
put on his trial. See Chap. XXXIV, Courts -martial. 
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the D.S.G.’s. At the same time Brigade Surgeon W. R. Cornish, 
when appointed Surgeon General, Madras, superseded a number 
of senior officers, as stated above. Sir Gerald Bomford, the last, 
and Sir C. P. Lukis, the present Director General, and Surgeon 
Generals H. W. Stevenson and W. B. Bannerraan, the present 
heads of the Bombay and Madras Services, were all, when promoted 
to those posts, Lieut.-Colonels on the selected list. All six of 
these officers thus superseded all the then Administrative Medical 
Officers. 



CHAPTER XXIV 


THE SEA SERVICE 

9 

'* They that ro down to tlir sra in sliijjs. Ihal do l>iisiiu‘ss in jjrcat waters ; 
Tliesc sfc the works of the Loi\l, and 11 is wmideis in the d<ap." 

J’salm evii. j 2 .\. 

The Marino Modical Sorvice of the E.ist India Company 
furin material, not only fur a chapter, but for a complete book. 
From the eaiiit'st timt‘s tlu' ('ompany provided for the medical 
rofiuirements of their ships’ (:rc\v.s. 

In the sixteenth and seventeenth (‘enturit*s the standing and 
position of tlui medical profession, apart from a f(‘w leading men 
in laiiulon, was by no jneaiis high ; and the ('ornpany's Marim' 
Servi'’(‘, naturally, did not attract the best men. Sainsbnry’s 
Calendar, which covers the ])eriod up to 165.4, contains many 
references to the Surgeons of the Coin]>any's ships. 

Some account oi Surgeons of ships employed in the early 
voyage s has bt'en given in ('hap. I, The First Bc^innin^s, and in 
Chiif). XXlf, Appointment to the Service, Examinations : illus- 
trated in both cases by extrae.ts from S.iinsbury’s Calendar, In 
Chap. XXXII, War Services, will be found sevcTal refiTences to 
sea liglds in which Indiamcn wt-ro engaged. 

A later entry in Sainsbury's Calendar, given below, sliows a 
sporting offer on the part of Surgeon f^eorgi' Turner, which llu' 
Company declined. Turner did, however, go to India soon after, 
though not on the terms he proposed. A letter from President 
Kerridge and Council at Surat to the factors in Persia, dated 7th 
Dec., 1626, gives George Turner's name in a list of men sc;nt to 
Persia from Surat, and sa3's that he ma^* bo emphjyed either as 
factor or as Surgeon, as required.* On p. 314 of the same work 
Turner's name appears in a list of the Compan^^'s servants in 
the Indies, as an unprofitable chirurgion," drawing £40 a year, 

• Foster, English Factories in India, 1624-1629, p. 164. 
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Court Minutes of E.I, Co., ^yth Jan., 1C25/26 [Vol. IV, p. 143, No. 248). 
— " George Turner, late Surgeon in the William, offered his services in the 
Indies for five years, on condition of being paid 500/. at the end of tliat 
time if he be alive, but if he die witliin the time then to expect nothing ; 
he was offered 50/. jier annum upon that contingency, but utterly refused 
same.” 

The Court Minutes of 5th Feb., 1633/34,* that George 
Turner, who had served seventeen years, is entertained Chirurgeon 
(a marginal note says Purser) of the London. This was his last 
voyage. At a Cons, held on board the London at Swally Bar, 
by Methwold and others, on (jth April, 1635, orders were passed 
that the creditors of the late George Turner, Surgeon of the 
London, were to be paid the money due to hiin.t 

Sainsbury’s Calendar is being gradually continued by Miss 
E. Sainsburj'. A further volume. Calendar, i635-3<), published 
in 1907, on p. 261, contains the following curious story : — Gerard 
l^)lman, a gem merchant, after traversing many counlriis in 
search of ])recious stones, in the year 1631 took a jiassage home 
on board an linglish East Indiaman from Persia. lie had with 
him a large collection of gems and precious stones, colhaded during 
the previous thirty years. On the homeward voyage l^olman 
was poisonc'd by Abraham Porter, Surg(!on of tlu^ ship, and his 
goods were divided among the crew. The crime becoming known, 
parts of his estate ultimately came into the hands of the East 
India Company, of the Earl of Lindsey, to wliom letters of ad- 
ministration were granted in bi-half of the true heirs, and of 
others. A suit was hied for recovery of the property. Notning 
is recorded as to the result. 

The life of a Surgeon on board an Indiaman must ha\’e been 
hard. lYobably there was no great amount of professional 
work, but accommodation and food were bad, and much must 
have depended upon the personal qualities of the captain. A 
Surgeon who did not get on well with his Commander must have 
had a hard time. 

Andrew Trumball, Master of the Hopewell in 1643, admitted 
to having corrected his Surgeon, perhaps the famous Gabriel 
Bough ton, with a rope’s end.J 

The following letter of complaint, from John Leckie, Surgeon 

* Sainsbury*s Calendar » Vol. V, No. 536, p. 520. 

t Foster. English Factories in India, 163^-1636, p. 107. For Turner, sec 
also Chap. VI, Early History, Surat, Persia, Bombay, and the West. 

t Sec Chap. V, The Legend of Gabriel Boughton. 
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of an Indiaman in 1695, to the Captain, certainly puts forth 
decided grievances. Though, from the whole tone of the letter, 
and specially from his appeal to the “Laws ot Oleron," one is 
inclined to think that the writer was a bit of a “ sealiwyer." * 

“Goombroon, Augu.st Till-: 24x11, 

*"Capt. Edgecombe — The many abuses 1 have rec** from you, with 
your uiijust, illegall and arbitrary proceedings again.st me by a pretended 
power as Capt. of an East India Ship, hath made me assume the liberty 
to informe you that your beating me with your cutlass at Mohilla upon the 
15^*^ March, w'ith your beating and woundiiig me of ly**' June, as also 
beating my servant and barber the same day without any crime and your 
makeing me fast in order to duck me upon the 21^^ June, which is the 
next punishment unto death and not to be inllictcd without martiall law 
after a suflict. triall and proof of being guilty of some notorious crime, but 
your accusation provcing false both before your olheers and men rendred 
the ducking odious to them, in so much that they would not obi y you 
iiolwithstandijig your cutlass and threatening, knowing innosenstr and 
your jusliec; your sending your Steward to your cooke, with your order 
not to let tli<* l)arber or iiiy servant come into llie eookroome, and it tlu y 
come to Lalv4‘ lioliee tha t tliey sliould t throw any of my ]K>vvders aiuon/';st 
your victualls ; lor you diil believe yourself ]>oysoned ov had gotten a 
dose alrea<iy in your water gruell, because for the four days piist yt)U was 
not well nor could not eat ; your dt't.uning me as a prisoner on boaid 
without lettii^g me know the ca\ise ; your keeping and detaining three 
}uiUs of Cordiall waters on luKird belonging to me w‘** 1 had presented to 

Topham in a small case of his ; your hindering me from sending some 
goods ashoar which 1 had the Companies liberty for ; your denying sevciall 
other privilodges that are due to me as chiriugeon ; your threatening me 
with the law of Olerone, which 1 i>resumc you have forgetting, or else 
wyuld not have exceeded them so often as you Jiave done this voyage, 
S*‘ you may iini)osc upon some of your ollicers and sailors who do ju.>t 
understand them laws ; but know lliat 1 have read all the marine law's in 
practice, and ]).ticulaiiy those of Olerone Wisby and tJie llanstownes ; 
w'ith the statute laws appointed by King Charles the second for the regu- 
lating the Navy Koyali, with Jure Maritime and Lex Morcatoria rclateing 
to marine law's, and liave read some of tJie common and stalnlc laws of 
England ; as also of the civill laws upon which both the other depends, and 
am sensible that your proceedings with me and some others on board 
are illegal and without a precedent, for no man by the law of Olerone is to 
be beaten for lyeing on shoar, but his wages arc to be deducted for the 
time, and what damages are sustained by his absence, he is to make good ; 
neither is any man obliged to receive from a master of a merchant ship any 
more than one blow and retire ; if the master p.sue him he has liberty 
to defend himself ; aU Commission relatcing to martiall or marine laws 
without instructions arc void, and all Commissions rclateing to marine 

• Selections from the Letters, Despatches, and other State Papers preserved in 
the Bombay Secretariat. Home Series, Vol. I, edited by G. VV. Forrest, 13. A., 

Elphinstone College, printed at the Government Central Press, 1887. (Selections 
from the Bombay Letters, 1677-1742, p. 165)- 
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affairs which are not from the Commissioners of the Admiralty are void 
by a grant from their Majesties to them, during his Majesties continueing 
tlicm in their oflicc. As for a pretended or assumed power as Capt. of an 
East Indiaman. it is both illegall and arbitrary, and a master of a Collier 
of 50 tons to Newcastle may assume the same power as legally as an East 
Jiidiaman. All this I have concealed hitherto (notwithstanding the just 
provocations I have had from yon to doe otherwise and shall for some time 
still dot‘ the same) both from your ofTjcers and sailors lest it should lessen 
you and your officers command over your sailors. S' 1 have .served their 
Majesties in three severall of ll\cir capitall slnps as master chirurgeon, 
1 have scM ved tliem also as Principall Surgeon to their lios])itail at Plymoth 
and Surrey or over all Surgeons of the western ports of England, and 
likewise 1 liave served as (“Ifinirgeon Cieiierall of their Majesties hospitalls 
in Flanders, and since as Cliirurgeon to his Majesties household, where I 
was intrusted with liis p.son during the lime of the engagement against 
the French at Landew. I have had betwixt five and six thousand wounded 
men under my care for cure this war ; and liave been intrusted with about 
forty thousand pounds of their Majesties moneys which 1 did faithfully 
disperu e to the uses 1 had it for, for all the services 1 have ani])le eertilicates 
to show ; yet am taxed by you as a rogue and c]i(%.it and iiubeezler of the 
medicines belonging to tJie ship. TJierefore to cure you of that jealoiisie 
1 liave here inclosed sent you the list of what luedicint^s were at first in the 
chest as also what m<*dicines liave been expended, which does not vaJlue 
of 5 pounds. Your cliest and medicines cost /'55 and 1 doe aflirme there 
is not a bad or spoiled medicine amongst them, wliich by my care I have 
preserved. S' in consid(‘ratioii of tlie abuses I lia\(‘ received from you, 
the denying me the priviledges and liberty which all Chirurgeons enjoy, 1 
doe desire you to let me know wiiat my eriines are, being hitherto ignorant 
of them ; and if I doe not ae<iiiit myself of niy accusation and jdainly 
make it appear that your informers are prating and malitious rogues, 1 
will willing suffer what punishment you will jilease to inflict u]Km me, and 
will iniblickly beg your jiardon with all submission imnuLgineable and true 
soriow if guilty. S' your conqilying with tJiis just and modest lie.sire of 
mine will make me forget all the injuries done to me and reestablish that love 
aiul resinct whiili I boro to you before the Mohilla abuses. S' 1 humbly 
beg you to take this into consideration, for if this is not complyed within 
three days, 1 will ileliver you your keys of your chest and will act no longer 
as Chirurgcoii of your shiji, let the eonsi'qiiences of it be what it will. I 
therefore desire if you doe not come on board yourself, tliat you w^oiild let 
me come, ashoar, that 1 may prove myselfe cither an honest man or a rogue, 
and 1 shall always acknowledge the obligation and ever after remaine. 
S' your most humble servant. John Leckie." 

Gombroon, where the above letter was written, is the modern 
Bandar Abbas, on the coast of Persia. Mohilla is one of the 
Comoro Islands, off the coast of Mozambique. Oleron is an 
island on the west coast of France, near La Rochelle, now in the 
department of Charente Inf&ieure. Wisby, or Wisbeach, is a 
town in Cambridgeshire, formerly a seaport on the Wash. The 
punishment of ducking referred to as being next to that of deaths 
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is probably the old naval punishment of " Keelhauling,” in 
which the victim was fastened to a rope carried from the ship's 
yardarm on one side, underneath, to the other, and so dragged 
under the keel. 

fn Mr. P. M. Malabari'.s book Bombay in ihc Makin<^ (p. 26^5) 
is given a short account of the Laws of Oleron. They \v('re. a 
code formed imdcr the Dukes of Guienne in the twelfth centurv. 
[The Black Book of the Admiralty, by Sir Tr.iwrs Twi.ss, Vol. 11. 

р. xlvii.) Cleriac says they were drawn u]> by Ideanor of A<|iii- 
taine, mother of Richard 1 . They are s.iid by some to have been 
founded on the Laws of Wisbj'. The Hanseatic I.aws of the Sea 
were collected into a code in 1591. and re\ ised in 1614. 

The Surat Cons, of 21st April, iGqh, note nreipt of a petition 
from “ Dr. John Leckie, Chyrnrgeon of the Mocha friggot,” 
complaining against the Captain of the .Mocha, and asking for 
his discharge. The petition itself is not given. The Bombay 
Cons, of 2nd Feb., 1702/oj, mention that Pliilip Page, .\ssislant 
in the Hospital, is allow('d to resign, and to embark on the C(>n- 
slanl rriend, commanded by Cajrtain John Leckie, jiossibly the. 
same man who was Dr. John Leckie seven years before. 

The Bombay Cons, of nth .Xpril, i6i)8, mention tiie nmrdi'r 
of C'aptain Leonard Edgeomb, while on a voyage to (‘hina, by his 
crew, which had mutini«‘d. [i'actvry Records, Bombay Diaries, 
Vol. V, 1696-1704.) 

The. ('aptains of Indiamen were necessarily inr-ested with 
^ very .considerable powers over all on board. More, than a century 
after the date of Dr. I,eckie’s letter, in 1818, an Indiaman arrived 
in Bombay with a passenger on board who had been in irons for 
twenty-one days. The culprit was a young Lieutenant in the 
army, and the offence, was whistling on the quarterdeck, in the 
pre.sence of the Captain, after he had been told to desist ! This 

с. xercise of arbitrary power cost the Captain a line f)f five thousand 
rupees.* And in Hough’s Courtmariials, p. 572, is noted a case, 
in which a Bengal Assist.int Surgeon, about 1814, was seriously 
injured b3’ a blow given b^' the Captain of an Indiaman, on which 
he was a passenger. He prosecuted the Captain in the Supreme 
Court at Calcutta, and got Rs.6ooo damages. 

That Surgeons were liable to, and sometimes deserved, punish- 
ment, is shown by an entry in a log of the voyage to India of 

• Glimpses of Old Bombay and Western India, by James Douglas, p. 30. 

VOL. 11. E 
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Captain Blyth’s fleet in 1625, extracts from which are quoted by 
Foster.* This log notes that, on 15th April, within a week of 
sailing, Edward Baynham, purser, and Basil Hull, Surgeon, of 
the Falcon, were put into the bilboes for getting drunk and re- 
fusing to attend prayers. 

The. Madras Cons, of 4th Aug., 1686, contain the following 
entry : — 

" Itt is also ordfi M that Lacliary Attwood, tho Doctor of tlie Chandos 
(he refusing to go aboard & Capt J^veliis rerpicsUiig our assistance as 
p. his letter dated Lliis morning), be sent aboard by force, there being so 
much want of him, in their'vo^'ago to Sumatra.” 

At the same lime George Pago, purser of the Chandos, was 
ordered lo ride the wooden horse as a punishment. 

In the Bombay Cons, of 8th March. 1724/25, is rei orded punish- 
ment inflicted on John ]\Itirray, Surgeon of tlie Duke of York, 
who was sent a prisoner to Bombay for insolence to his Captain 
and refusal to obey orders. 

Bengal Minutes of Council of 30th Dec., .1782, published in 
G.O. of 1st Jan., 1783, give extracts from a Letter from Court 
dated 25th Jan., 1782, para. 104, on the duties of Surgeons of 
Indiamen. 

104. ” Wo have given strict Orders that the Surgeons of our Ships 
shall attend upon and take all possible Care of the Health of the Military 
officers and private Men during the X'oyage and if upon Examination it 
shall appear that this Order has been duly attended to, the Surgeons are 
to receive the same head money for this Service as is usually allowed for 
our own Kecniits.” » 

This extract appears to refer to officers and men of King’s 
regiments going out to India. Headmoney, at the rate of ten 
shillings per man, had always been paid to Surgeons of ships for 
medical charge of men going out to join the Company’s army. 
There are scores of notes of such payments in the Cons, of all 
three Presidencies. If complaints were made and proved that 
the Surgeon had neglected his duties to the troops on the voyage, 
this headmoney was withheld. At the beginning of the nineteenth 
century the rate was raised to fifteen shillings a head. 

In the same year Minutes of Council of i8th Dec., published 
in Bengal G.O. of 24th Dec., 1783, order that when Surgeons in 
the Company’s service are permitted to take service on chartered 

• Foster, The English Factories in India, 1624-1629. p. 103. 
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ships, they will receive no pay from the Company, but must be 
paid by the owners of the ships. 

" Resolved in C^sc any Surgeon or Assistant Surgeon belonging to this 
Establishment shall serve as Surgeon on board any of the Company's 
Chartered Ships, that they be not permitted to draw any Pay, Batta, 
Gratuity, or Allowances. The Board deeming the I^ay, l^riviledge, 
granted them by the Owners a sufficient Compensation for that Service." 

Much information about the Marino Medical Service is con- 
tained in a little work, by Charles Hardy, puVdished in 1800, 
entitled A Register of Ships employed in the service of the lion, the 
United East India Company, from the lUfion of the tico Companies 
in 1707, to the year 1760. This book gives tin* name of each sliij) 
sent by the Company to the East, from 1707 to I75(), with h(‘i 
tonnage, and the name of her ( ommander. A much fuller state- 
ment is given for the jTars 1760 to 1800, including the names of 
the first four Mates, Surgeon, and Purser, of each ship, with the 
date of sailing and of rtTurn, or the fate of the ship if taken or 
lost. A quantity of nhscc'llanooo.'^ information is given in an 
appendix. A si'cond edition of this work was published in 1813, 
by the son of the original author. In this edition the voyages 
from 1707 to 1759 are omitted, those from 1760 to 1800 arc 
brought up to date, 1812, and the information given in the 
appendix is much more detailed. The second edition also con- 
tains the official report, by Commodore Nathaniel Dance, of 
his famous action with Admiral Linois, on 14th Feb., 1804, and 
the orders of the Court of Directors thereon.* 

The following order, regarding the appointment of Surgeons 
of Indiamen, was passed in 1800: — 

At a Committee of Shipping, Dec. 23'"', iSoo. Ordered, That no 
Person be permitted to jiroceed as Surgeon of any of the Coinjiany's Ships, 
who shall not ha\'e performed one Voyage in the Company's Service, as 
Surgeon's Mate, or acted Twelve Months in that Situation in I-lis Majesty's 
Service, in a hot Climate, until the Persons before mentioned shall ha\ c 
obtained Births, with an Exception only in Favour of such Persons, who, 
during the Suspension of the standing Order before m('nlioncd, have been 
permitted to proceed as Surgeons, witliout having performed a Voyage as 
Surgeon's Mate. 

" Flunter, examiner of Medical Journals, resides at No. 9, Charles 
Street, St. James's Square. Any Journal left with M*^ Pepys, Cutler, 
No. 24, in the Poultry, will be forwarded to the Doctor’s House." 

In the second edition, the regulations for appointment of 

• For this action see Chap, XXXII, War Services. 
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Surgeons are considerably amplified. The first paragraph is the 
same as that given above. The regulations th(Ui proceed — 

** That a surgeon of an extra ship, who shall have been previously 
examined and found qualified ; and after having performed a voi^age to 
and from India, shall be considered eligible to proceed as surgeon in* the 
regular service, if, upon the usual examinations respecting his abilities, 
he shall then appear qualified for the same. 

" That the surgeon and surgeon’s mate do produce a certificate from 
the examiners of the Royal College of Surgeons, and also from the Physician 
appointed by the Company, of their being qualified for such stations. 

“ D*" W" Dick, l^Jiysician to tlic Company, 8 Hertford Street, Mayfair, 
for examining surgeons aiMl surgeon's mates ; and the surgeons are to 
deliver liim their medical journals on their return home, for examination. 

" N.B. The surgeons of regular ships arc alloived for private trade as 
follows — To and from China six tons ; but in ships for India are allowed 
six tons outward ; a-ul four thirfy two feet, homeward. They aie 

also allowed fifteen shillings per man on the voyage for medicines and 
attendance upon the militar}’ and invalids.” 

A Resolution of Court, dated 19th Oct., 1791, fixed the ship’s 
complement of an Indinman of 750 to 800 tons at a total of lor ; 
viz., fourteen officers, twenty petty officers, and sixty-seven of 
lower ratings. The fourteen officers were, the Captain, six 
Mates, four Midshipmen, Surgeon, Purser, and Surgeon’s Male. 
Larger ships carried a more numerous crew, but apparently not 
more officers; viz., 900 tons, no; 1000 tons, 120; 1100 tons, 
125 ; 1200 tons, 130. 

In 1800, the pay of the Surgeon of an Indianian is shown as 
£3 per month in time of peace, £3 5s. in lime of war ; those of a 
Surgeon’s Mate as £1 los. and £2 105. respectively. 

A Public Letter from Court to Bombay, dated 6th Oct., 1802, 
states in para. 3 — 

” Surgeons of Country Ships. None will be permitted to proceed to 
India as such till examined and proved qualified in the same manner as 
Surgeons Mates of the Company’s regular ships, the Owmer to give Bond 
for their return as Surgeons on Ships bound to England. All .such persons 
residing on Shore without our Licence arc to be sent home, and not on any 
account employed in the Company’s StT\ ice.” 

Another Public Letter to Bombay, dated 29th Ma}^ 1807, 
states in paras. 13 and 14, {Abstracts ) — 

Surgeons and Sitrgcons Mates of the Company's Ships. Encrease 
in their pay and Indulgence in Private Trade stated. The Allow^ance to 
the Surgeons for Medicines and Attendance on Military or Invalids in 
the Voyage increased from ten to fifteen shillings per man. The regu- 
lations respecting their qualifications to be strictly enforced.” 
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The original draft of this letter shows that Surgeons of the 
regular ships were granted £5 per month pay, and private trade 
as in the last para, of the rules above ; Surgeons Mates as third 
Mates ; Surgeons of extra ships £5 per month and two tons 
private trade out and home ; the rules to take effect from the 
beginning of the current season. It is also stated that the owners 
of private ships have agreed to give these terms. 

In 1812, according to Hardy, a Surgeon got ^5, a Surgt'on's 
Mate £3 lo.f. per month. 

A Surgeon in 1800 ria’eived the follitwing allowani'e of stores 
for tlie voyage : one puncheon of nun, fourteen dozen of other 
licpiors, two firkins of biittiT, one cwt. of clieesi-, one cwt. of 
grocery, and one case of jiickhs. A Surgeon’s Mate was allowed 
tw'elve dozen of licpior, half a cwt. of grocery ; of cheese, butter, 
and pickles, the same (plant ity as the Surgeon. The (piantities 
allowed in 1812 arc much tlie same as those of 1800. 

In 1800 the Surgeon was alli.wed three tons, tlu' Surgeon's 
Mate two tons, of private trade. In 1812 the amount of jirivate 
trade allowed to Surgeons, as shown in the last jiara. of the rules 
above, had been considerably inciva.sed. 

We have seen that, according to Woodall, the Medical Dt'part- 
nients of the Army and Navy were sometimes, in the siwamteenth 
century, recruited by the pressgang, (Cliaj). Ill, pp. 18, kj). 
During tin; gn-at war with loanee, a century ago, complaints 
were made by the E.I. Co. of medical oHicers of their India- 
meii bi'ing pressed to serve in the Nav\'. A Public Letter from 
Court to Madras, dated 12th Nov., 180G, stales in para. 2, 
{Abstracts ) — 

“ Impress of Surgeons Mates from the Co’s Ships. 'Cransmit orders 
from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiialiy for the prevention 
tliereof in future.” 

In 1812 some interesting information is given in th«.‘ Instruc- 
tions to Commanders. The first four Mates, the Surgeon, and the 
Purser, were provided with " births ” on the gundeck, in small 
cabins, or cubicles, separated bj' canvas partitions. All oflicers 
were obliged to wear uniform when on duty. Rules No. 4, 26, 
28, and 31 dealt specially with the duties of medical officers. 

" 4. That 5'our Surgeon and Surgeon's Mate do each produce a cer- 
tificate from the Court of Examiners of the Itoyal College of Surgeons, 
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and also from the Physician appointed by the Company, of their being 
qualified for such station respectively. 

" 26. That you acquaint your Surgeon and Surgeon’s Male, that it 
is the Committee's po.sitivc orders, that they join your ship previous to 
her leaving the Hope. 

" 28. That at the same time ♦ will be forwarded to you a separate 
book for the Surgeon to keep a journal of his practice, and to record his 
medical observations during tlic voyage. 

“ 31. That, whenever the ship is in port, the Surgeon’s journal be 
deposited in the .same jilacc with tlic .ship’s logbook, under the charge 
of the Commanding (lllicer ; but that your Surgeon, or his Mate, have 
access thereto, to enter thc^ transactions of each day ; at other times, the 
journal is to remain in the possession of the Surgeon.” 

Pensions were allowed to officers of Indiamen, not possessed 
of private means, on a fairly liberal scale, in 1812 ; the highest 
being £100 a yttar to a Commander who was not possessed of other 
means to £125 a year. A .Surgeon not having £40 a year of his 
own, got a pension of £35 ; a Surgeon’s Mate, not owaiing £25 a 
year, got £20. 

A Surgeon’s widow, not having £30 a year, got a pension of 
£25 ; a Surgeon’s Mate’s widow, not owning £25 a year, got £20. 
Orphans of a Surgeon received £5 a year, if their mother drew a 
pension; £ii 13.V. ^d. if she did not; orphans of a Surgeon’s 
Mate £4 and £6 I3.s-. respectividy. 

For these! pensions only eiglit yc'ars’ service was required. To 
an oflicer who was disabled, or to the widow of an officer who was 
killed, in the defence of the ship, or in doing duty on the shij), 
pensions were granted without reference to huigth of service. 
All these pensions were granted from the Poplar fund, to which 
all officers had to contribute ; the rates of contribution are not 
given. 

The following information has been gathered from the tables 
of voyages in Hardy’s Register of Shipping. From 1708 to 1812, 
a period just over a century, the Company sent out to India 
rather more than seven hundred ships, which among them made 
2511 voyages, an average of about three and a half each. A 
few of these vessels were the property of the Company, but most 
of them belonged to private owmers, and were chartered for one 
or more voyages. Some made one voyage only, out and home ; 
but most of them made several voyages in the Company’s service, 
some as many as seven or eight. One ship, the Sir Edward 

• Previous to departure from Gravesend, 
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Hughes, made nine voyages between 1788 and 1807, and in the 
latter year was fitted out as a frigate. 

In the earlier years some ten to fifteen ships only were sent 
to India each year ; in the later years forty to fifty ; in one season, 
1802-03, as many as fifty-lhiee. In time of war the ships usuallj' 
sailed in large fleets, under convoy ; a fleet of thirty-nine sailed 
together from Portsmouth on 2nd May, 1794. Prom 1708 to 1 773, 
the Indilamen were of 180 to 500 tons burthen, after 1740 usually 
498 or 499, after 1774 from 600 to 900. The first i)f over root) 
tons was the Nottingham, 1152 tons, wdriA sailed from the Dowms 
on loth April, 1787. The; largest of all was the Royal Charlotte, 
1252 tons, which sailed on her first voyage on nth Aug., 1796. 
Up to 1786 a small packet usually went out once a j'ear with 
despatches. Some of these packets were of only 135 tons. 

The. Indiamen usually sailed either from the Downs or from 
Portsmouth, some from Torbay and Plymouth, a f<!w from Pal- 
mouth and Bristol, a fleet of fourteen from Cork on 31st Aug., 1805. 
These w(Te the ports from which they finally sailed, and reported 
their departure ; they all originally started from the Thames, 
but usually loft their moorings there many weeks before they 
finally sailed from England. Up to 1788 either Portsmouth or 
the Dow'ns is given as their port of arrival on their return ; thenci; 
they went on to London. Prom 1789 on, the day of their reaching 
moorings in the Thames is given as their date of arrival. 

Prom 1702 to 1812, one hundred and ten years, the number ()f 
Tndiamen lost, taken, etc., was 143, just about twenty per cent, 
of the w'hole number of individual ships, but of the numb(;r of 
separate voyages only about 5'jo per cent. Of th(;se 143 .ships 
lost, forty-two were taken, of which four were retaken Ijefore 
reaching port, three were blowm up, ten w'ere burned, ten are 
entered as foundered, one as never heard of after sailing, and the 
remaining seventy-seven are simply entered as lost. 

The same names recur over and over again. When a ship 
was lost, taken, or withdrawn from service, it was often replaced 
by another ship of the same name. During the century six 
different ships, one after another, bore the name of Britannia, 
there were five Houghtons, and four each named Essex, Kent, 
London, Nottingham, and True Briton. In 1810 two Indiamen 
called Warren Hastings, and two called Union, were in the service. 

The long arm of coincidence shows that some ships were 
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lucky, others seem to have had unlucky names. The Lord 
Nelson, 8i<j tons, in spite of her name, was an unlucky ship. 
Taken on her second voyage home, and retaken a few days later, 
she was lost with all hands on her third voyage. She sailed from 
Portsmouth on 5th March, 1808 ; on 28th Oct., 1808, in latitude 
8^" 30' south, and longitude 80° east, t.e. in the middle of the 
Indian Ocean, she, along with the Glory and the Experiment, 
parted ctunpany in a gale from the rest of the homeward bound 
ilei.'t, and ncme of the three were ever heard of again. One 
Vansittart was Icjst in 1718, another was lost off Banca on 23rd 
Oct., lySi). On(.* Oslcrley was taken by the French on 22nd Feb., 
1779, iinother was taken by llu; Frcaich frigate La Forte in 1799, 
but retaken soon after by the English frig'ate La Sybillc. One 
Kent was taken off the Sandheads by the French privateer La 
Confiance on 7th Oct., 1800 ; tlie burning of another Kent in the 
Bay of Biscay on 1st March, 1825. is one of tin; most familiar 
stories of maritime disaster.* 

Two MS. volumes in the India Office Record Department, 
Marine Records, Miscellaneous, Nos. 672 and 673, provide some 
further information, giving a list of Surgeons and Surgeon’s Mates, 
in the former volume from 1801 to 1814, in the latter from 1809 
to 1833. The first therefore overlaps Hardy’s Register of Shipping, 
and the second overlaps the first. 

Employment as a Surg(;on in the Marine Service was often, 
lliough far from invariably, a stepping-stone to a commission in 
the regular land Services. Newly qualilicd medical men often 
made one or two \'oyages in an Indiaman, as they now do in the 
great steam lines, for the sake of a change, and to see something 
of the world, before settling in practice, with no intention of 
joining the Company’s service as a pcrmaneniy. Others made 
as many as ten or a dozen voyages. Many lost their lives in 
shipwreck, or by individual accident or disease. Promotion w'as 
irregular. A few men were appointed as Surgeons, without having 
previously served as Surgeon’s Mates. Some became Surgeons 
after one, voyage as Mate, others made several voyages in the 
inferior rank. A few, after making one voyage as Surgeon, had 
to revert again to Mate. 

The index to Hardy’s Register of Shipping gives the names of 

* The capture of the Kent in iSoo, and of the Lord Nelson in 1803 arc related 
in Chap. XXXI 1 , War Services, 
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435 Surgeons between 1760 and 1812. Omitting those whose 
names are given by Hard}’, the two MS. volumes add about 800 
more, Surgeons from 1813 to 1833, and Mates from 1801 to 1833. 
The exact figures cannot be given, as it is impossible to say, when 
the same name recurs after an interval of several years, whether 
it is that of the same individual or not. We may take the number 
roughly as 1200 in all. Out of this number, 343 got appointments 
in the land Service ; viz. Bengal 174, Madras 102, Boinbaj’ 5O, 
Rince of Wales Island 4, ('hina 4, and St. Helena 3. During 
these years, 1760 to 1833, about 4800 medical oH'icers joined 
the land Services. The ]»ro|)ortion (»f shij) Surgetms, therefore, 
who received apjiointments on land was about thirtv per cent. ; 
while of the land Services about seven per cent, had previously 
served at sea. 

In a few cases the names are givt'n, as Surgeons of Indiamen, 
of men who were already in tin* I.M.S. 'I'hese were probably 
ollici'is returning from furlough. One. m;in, (.'harles Owen, 
served for some time on board ship after having resigned his 
commission in the I.M.S. 

I he Bengal Cons, of 18th June, 1790, contain a list of desi-rters 
from ships, who w'ere all ordered to proceed to England on the 
first opportunity. Among the names is that of Charles Key 
Bruce, Surgeon, Editor of the Mirror. Bruce left England aj 
Surgeon of the Triton, on 5th April, 1788. He. must have been 
Jlie first member of the medical profession who acti'd as an 
Editor in India. The Mirror, of course, w'as an ordinary news- 
paper, not a medical journal. 

Many men who serc-ed as Surgeons of Indiamen aftiTwards 
attained considerable success, and became more or less well known, 
in other totally diffirrent lines of life. Of some of these short 
notices are given below. The list is not exhaustive, but contains 
only a few out of m.iny names. Spence, Maclean, and (irant, 
how’ever, were Surgeons of private Indiamen, after tlu' Company’s 
trade had come to an end. 

Of all such men, who served for a time in the. Company’s 
Marine Medical Service, the most famous is the African explorer, 
Mungo Park. He was bom near Selkirk on loth Sept., 1771, 
educated at Edinburgh University, and took the diploma of 
L.R.C.P., Edinburgh, in 1791. He served as Surgeon’s Mate of 
the Worcester Indiaman in 1792-93. He sailed for Africa, on his 
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first expedition to try to discover the sources of the Niger, on 
22nd May, 1795, and, after over two and a hiilf years’ absence, 
during which he w'as suppcjsed to have disappeared for ever, 
reached England again on 22nd Dec., 1797. On 2nd Aug., 1799, 
he married the daugliter of Dr. Anderson of Si'lkirk, to whom he 
had been apprenticed from 1786 to I78(j. He then tried practice 
at Peebles, but found the work of a ct)untry doctor in Scotland 
harder and less profitable than African exploration. He started 
on his second cx])cdition on 31st Jan., 1805, and was last heard 
of on th»; Niger on i7th*Nov. of the same ja'ar, after which no 
further news of him was received. 

The mystery of his disappearance was not finally cleared up 
until 1812, when it was ascertained that, after a fight with 
the natives, he was drowned in the Niger, towards the end of 
1805. 

A statue' of Mungo Park stands in the centre of the public 
square at Selkirk. His c'ldest son, also named Mungo, received 
a commission in the Madras Medical Service on 8th May, 1822, 
but had a very short career in India, dying td choli:ra at Trichino- 
poly on 20th Jan., 1823. His second son, Thomas, a midshipman 
in the Navy, in 1827, got leave to make an attempt to reach 
Boussa on the Niger, in search of traces of his father, but died 
of fever on the way, on 31SI Oct., 1827. 

James Lind was born in Scotland on 17th May. 173b- In 
1762-63 he visited India and China as Surgeon to the Indiannui 
Drake, and again in as Surgeon of the Hampshire. In 

1768 he graduated as M.D. at Edinburgh wath a thesis entitled 
Dc Fcbre Putrida Pahulum qitae grassabutur in liengalia A.D. 1762, 
a translation of which was published in 1772. Bengal Cons, of 15th 
No\'., 1762, report the examination of Assistant Surgeon Peter 
Smith for promotion by a Board consisting of Clemcmt Crooke, 
James Lind, and Christopher King, Surgt'on of the Hardwicke.* 
He became F.R.C.P., Edinburgh, in 1770, and F.R.S. on i8th 
Dec., 1777. In 1777 he was also appointed Physician to the 
Royal Htrusehold at Windsor. He died in London on 17th Oct., 
1812. 

At least four medical officers of the name of James Lind or 
Lynd were contemporary, more or less, as members of the public 

• See Chap. XXI I, App>ointment to the Service, Examinations. For Crooke, 
see Chap. XI 1, William Fulleriont and the Patna Massacre. 
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services. The eldest was born in 1716, served for many years 
in the Royal Navy, became M.D., Edinbur{j[h, in 1748, and F.R.C.P. 
there in 1750, and was the author of a Treatise oh Scurvy, published 
in- 1754, with subsequent editions in 1757 and 1772 ; and of a 
once well-known work on Tropical Diseases, An Essay on Diseases 
incidental to Europeans in Hot Climates, which was published in 
1768, and reached a sixth edition in 1808. He was appointed 
Physician to the Naval Hospital at llaslar in 1758. and held that 
post till his death at Gosport on ijth July, 1794.* Tlu; third 
James Lynd was a member of the Bthigal Medical Service, in 
which he rose to be a Member of the Medical Board, from 7th 
May, 1771, to nth Jan., 1797, and died on 13th Sept., i8j6. 
An entry in the Madras Mily. Cons, of qth July, 1760, notes that 
Mr. Lynd, Surgeon to the Squadron, reports many men in llie 
Naval Hospital at Madras, undc'r his charge, as lit for duty. 
This can hardly have been either th<' fust or the third of tlu^ 
officers of the name of James Lynd mentioned above. .\nd, if 
the dates in the Dictionary of National Biography are correct, it 
cannot have been the Naval Surgi on either, the second James 
Lind, for he served at llaslar from J758 till his death. 

A Letter from Court to Madras, dated 23rd Deo., 1778, {Ab- 
stracts, Despatches to Madras, Vol. I, 1743-92), mentions Janies 
Lind as Surgeon to the .-Mias in that year. This may be the 
same Lynd who was at Madras in 1760. 

Para. Go. " James Liiiil who is Surjicoii ol the Atlas, lias been allowed 
at the rcsjiicst of the Royal Society, to take with him sundry Instru- 
ments (See for making Improvement in Science. You are to assist him 
in those Pursuits, if not attended with any great expence to the Company." 

John Clark was bom at Roxburgh in 1744. After studying 
divinity at Edinburgh, he entered the E.I. Co.’s service as Sur- 
geon’s Mate on an Indiaman, serving in the Marine Service up 
to 1775. He got the degree of M.D., St. Andrew’s, in 1773, and 
the diplomas of L.R.C.P., Ed., and F.R.C.P., Ed., in 1785. After 
quitting the sea, he settled in practice at Newcastle, w'here he 
founded the Newcastle dispensary, which developed into the New- 
castle Infirmary, of which he became senior physician. He died 
at Bath on 15th April, 1805. He was the author of two works. 
Observations on Fevers and on the Scarlet Fever with Ulcerated 


Dictionary of National Biography, 
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Sore-throai at Newcastle in 1778; London, 1780; and Observa- 
tions on the Diseases in long Voyages to Hot Countries, particularly 
the East Indies, 2 vols., London, 1792. 

Charles Maclean had a somewhat stormy career. He entered 
the Company’s marine medical service about 1790, and served 
succc'ssively as Surgeon lo the William Pitt, the Northumberland, 
:ind the Houghton. He is mentioned in i\\o Madras Press Lists, 
<jn i6th S(‘pt., I7<U, as Siirg<*on of the Houghton. The Dictionary 
of National Biography says that he was in charge of a hospital in 
Calcutta about I7(]2, buf his name does not appear in any Bengal 
nu'dical lisi, n«»r does there appt'ar iu be any other reference to 
any service of his \n Bengal. In 1798 he was serving at Batavia 
and Benco<jl(‘n, and. according lo tin* same authority, was de- 
])orted by order of the newly-appointed Governor-General, Lord 
Mornington (Wellesley), in the same year. A Commercial Letter 
from (Calcutta, dated 7th Feb., 1795, reports in para. 87 that he 
had deserted from the Houghton. 

“ An Maclane, SuiT'eon i»f tJie Houghton reported by the ( onmiandcr 
to be absent (ni imistei ing the Crew ])reviuus to the di^JKltch ol iJie Ship. 
I lave direcleti seareh to be made for iiiin and ordered lo procecil lo Cngland. 
Such coiuluct shall meet with no indulgence.” 

A month later, another ComriKTcial LettiT, dated 2()th -March, 
1795, states in })ara. ii that Maclean had been ordered to proceed 
to England by the LasccUcs or Royal Admiral. He managed lo 
(;vadc these orders, however, and three \'ears later was still jn 
Calcutta. He was then deported, as noted in a Law Letter from 
Calcutta, dated 2<jth Sept., 1798, paras. 2 to 7. 

” Charles Maclean. A I-etter having a])peared in a Newspaper 
under his Signature, animadverting on the conduct of AF Jacob Kider 
in his oflicial cai)acil v as Jiulgc and Alagistrate ; also a Letter in the same 
paper under a lictitious Signature; The Editor and AF Maclean were 
called on, to apologize for tludr conduct, which the former immediately did ; 
but AF Maclean po^i lively refused. Consider^ AF Aladean's Conduct 
highly indecent and disrespectful, ami it appearing that he was in India 
without License, ha\ iiig lefl liis Ship to which he belonged, and had been 
ordered to be sent to Luropc wlicncvcr he could be apprehended, he is 
therefore sc*ht to l;!uu>pe as a Chai terparty passenger 011 the Busbridge.** 

Time-expired soldiers, shipwrecked seamen, etc., were usually 
sent home as charter-party passengers, equivalent to the modern 
steerage or third-class passage. 

In 1800 he got the degree of M.D. from Marischal College, 
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Aberdeen. In April, 1804, he was appointed to the Army Medical 
Department, and served at York Hospital, Chelsea, and at 
Chelmsford, but left the service without leave, and was advertised 
in the Hue and Cry as a deserter. No further steps were taken 
against him. In 1809 or 1810 he was appointed Lecturer to the 
E.I. Co. on the Diseases of Hot Climates ; in 1815 tt) 1817 he 
travelled in the East, and in 1818 was re-appointed to the saiiu; 
lectureship. He died about 1824. He was the author of several 
works, both medical and political, the list is too long to (piote ; 
all are long since forgotten. 

Neil Arnott was b(jrn at Arbroath on 15th May. 17SS, studied 
at Marischal College, Aberdeen, where he became M.A. in 1805, 
and at St. George’s, and entered the Compan3'’s Marine iMedical 
Ser\'ice in 1807, making two voyages to China, as Surgeon of the 
Surat Castle, in 1807-09, and 1810-12. After h-aving the sea, he. 
.settled in Londem in 1812, and got the diplomas and degrees of 
M.R.C.S., 1813 ; M.D., Marischal College, Aberdeen, in 1814 ; 
L.R.C.P., London, in 1S17. In 1816 he became phj'sician to the 
French, and afterwards to the Spanish Embassj'. Hi; invented 
the water bed in 1832, and Arnott's stove in 1838. Ht^ was 
appointed an original member of the Senate of London University 
in 1836, Phj'sician E.vtraordinarjr to the Queen, in 1838, F.R.S. in 
1838. and member of the General Medical Council in 1858. In 
1854 he. received the Rumford medal of the. Roj-al Society ; and 
the Legion of Honour, with a gold medal, at the Paris E.vhibition 
.^1855. He died in London on 22nd March, 1S74. He was 
the author of several works, 7 'hc Elements of Physics, 1827, which 
ran through seven editions, and was translated into French, 
German, Dutch and Spanish ; A Survey of Human Progress. 1861 ; 
Arithmetic, 1867 ; and a pamphlet on National Education in 
1870. 

James Spence was born in Edinburgh on 31st March, 1812, 
became L.R.C.S., Ed., in 1832, and made two voj'nges as 
Surgeon to an East Indiaman in 1833-34. Aftc'r liis n turn he 
settled in practice as a Surgeon in Edinburgh, became F.R.C.S., 
Ed., in 1849, Lecturer on Surgery in the E.vtramural School th«^ 
same year. Assistant Surgeon to the Royal Infirmary in 1850, 
and full Surgeon in 1854, Professor of Surgery at Edinburgh 
University in 1864, President of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Edinburgh, in 1867-68, Surgeon-in-ordinary to the Queen in 
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Scotland in 1868, and Member of the General Medical Council in 
1881. He died in Edinburgh on 6th June, 1882. 

A few well-known members of the I.M.S., who had served 
in the Marine Service, previous to receiving commissions in the 
land forces, may also be mentioned. 

Francis Buchanan Hamilton, the well-known author of A 
Journey from Madras through the countries of Mysore, Canara and 
Malabar, An Account of the Kingdom of Nepal, The Fishes of the 
Ganges, and Eastern India, made four voyages as Surgeon to an 
Indiaman. He sailed as Surgeon of the Duke of Montrose on 
22nd May, 1785, for Bombay, returning in May, 1787; in the 
same ship to Bombay and China in 1788-89; in the Phccnix, to 
the Coromandel Coast and Bengal, in 1791-92 ; and in the Rose, 
to Bengal, in 1794. On arrival in Bengal he was appointed an 
Assistant Surgeon on the Bengal Establishment on 26th Sept., 
1794. He retired on 14th Aug., 1816, and died on 15th June, 
1829. 

William Charles Maclean, whom a few seniors may still 
remember as Professor of Military Medicine at Netley, was born 
at Ayr, on 29th Nov,, 1811, became M.D., Edinburgh, in 1833, 
and served as Surgeon to the Indiamen, Upton Castle and Marquis 
Camden, in 1833-35, He entered the Madras Service as .Assistant 
Surgeon on 27th April, 1838. served in the China War of 1840-43, 
and afterwards as Residenej'^ Surgeon at Haidarabad, was ap- 
pointed Professor of Military Medicine in the Army Medical 
School at Fort Pitt, Chatham, in March. 1861, and subsequently, 
held the same appointment at Netley up to 1886. He died at 
Sidmouth, Devon, on loth Nov., 1898. 

Joseph Hume was born at Montrose on 22nd Jan., 1777, and 
served as Surgeon to an Indiaman in 1797-99. He entered the 
Bengal Service as Assistant Surgeon on 27th Aug., 1799, served in 
the second Mai'atha War of j 802-04, with the i8th Native In- 
fantry, and resigned in Feb., 1S08, with a fortune of £40,000, said 
to have been, made out of Army contracts. He was elected M.P. 
for Weymouth in 1S12, and subsequently sat for the Montrose 
Burghs, 3813-30 ; for Middlesc.x, 1830-37 ; Kilkenny town 
1837-41. and the Montrose Burghs again 1842-55. He died at 
Burnley Hall, Norfolk, on 20th Feb., 1855. 

Alexander Grant was born in Jan., 1817, became L.R.C.S., 
Ed., in 1838, and made a voyage to Madras, Calcutta, and China, 
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as Surgeon to the Indiaman Thames in 1838-40. He entered 
the Bengal Service on nth Nov., 1840, and served in the China 
War of 1841-42, and with the Depot Hospital in the Sutlej 
Campaign of 1845-46. After serving as Civil Surgeon t)f Bha- 
gidpur, 1845 and 1846-48, and Chapra, 1848-40. he was ap- 
pointed Medical Officer to the Governor-GemTal, Lord Dalhousie, 
and served in that capacity till Dalhousie left India in the spring 
of 1856, when he accompanied the Governor (oueral on llie 
voyage* home. Shortly before he left India, Dalhousie aj>poiu(ed 
Grant Superintendent of the Calcutta General Hospital. He 
joined in Dec., 1856, but only held that apjiointnu'nt for one 
month, becoming Ajxithecary General (Principal Medical Store- 
keeper) in Jan., 1857. He left India on 22nd Feb., 1861, was 
appointed Honorary Surgeon to the Queen on 6th Sept., 1861, 
retired on 23rd Aug., 1863, and died in Lf)ndt)n cm 3rd Jan., ic)oo. 
Along with John Grant, his predecessor as Aj^othecary General, 
(no relation, though both bore, the s.une surname), he started the 
Indian Annah of Medical Science in Oct., 1853, and continued 
to edit that journal up to Nov., i860. Alexander Grant’s life 
was wTittem, a fenv 3 ( ars ago, bj* Dr. (h’orge Smith, LL.D., ('.l.E., 
under the title of Physician and Triend, (London, Murray, 1(J02), 
a most interesting work. 

When the Compan^^’s trade was abolished in 1833, and their 
fleet of Indiamc'n sold, compensation was given to the officers 
who thus lost their employment, as laid dowm in Court Minutes 
of 19th Nov., 1834. Surgeons received £900. 

Piracy' has alwaj's flourished in the Eastern seas. Until wc'll 
on in the nineteenth centurv, Malay proas and Chinese junks 
were a constant terror to unarmed merchantmen. Even at the 
present da^’, though European vessels are seldom attacked, the 
pirate pursues his calling on the great watc-rwaj's of China. In 
the seventeenth and in the first half of the eighteenth centuiy, 
European pirates wen^ frecjuently met with in the liast. The 
European pirate in Eastern seas, however, though he .sometimes 
flew th(‘ Joll\f Roger, was a comparatively mild follower of his 
trade, and had little in common with men like Blackboard and 
Teach, the terrors of the Spanish Main. He seldom took life, 
except in what might be called fair fight. He did not scuttle 
the vessels he captured, nor make crew and passengers walk the 
plank ; but usually let them go, after plundering them of their 
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valuables. In fact, though usually called a pirate, he was rather 
a privateer. 

The records contain numerous references to their depredations. 
Complaints were made in 1635 that two English ships, the 
Samariian, commanded by William Cobb, and the Roebuck, com- 
manded by William Ayres, were committing piracies, under 
license from the King of England, on vessels owned by Musal- 
mans. They had not attemj)ted tt) attack the Company’s India- 
men ; but the particular interest of the Company lay in the fact 
that vessels from Surat, belonging to subjects of the Mogul, 
having been captured bj’ Englishnv'n, the (jovcrnor of Surat 
demanded that the E.I. Co., also composed of Englishmen, 
should make good their losses. Ten years later, in 1644, the 
piracies of Cobb and Ayres wi're still under consideration in 
England. At a Court of Committee's with the mixed Com- 
mittees, on 24th May, 1644, William Cobb, a prisoner in the 
King’s Bench on the Company’s suit, petitioned to be released 
<»n account of poverty, which was refused. William Ayres, late 
Master of th<^ Roebuck, petitioned that the Conipanj^’s suit against 
him might bo dropped, alleging that he had been forced into th(; 
business against his will. Glover, Surgeon of the Roebuck, 
testified in his favour, and the Company agreed to stay their 
actions in the Admiralty and in the Sheriff’s Court, on Ayres 
giving a bond of £1000 not to go to India again without the 
Company’s consent.* 

These pirates or privateers seem always to have carried 
Surgeons, as numerous references show. The Madras Public Cons. 
of 1688 note orders to the. Captain of the Bengal Merchant to seize 
the pirate ship Batchelor's Delight, and to examine her Surgeon, an 
Irishman named H. Coppinger, also Coppinger’s account of the 
pirate ship.f The Coks. of 7th June, 1688. note that Harman 
Coppinger, an Irishman, Surgeon of the ” Pyrat ” ship Batchelor’s 
Delight, commanded by Captain Read, deserted, with 27 others, 
who were pardoned on his handing in a full account of her ciniise. 

The famous Captain Kidd, with the Adventure, w;is in the 
Eastern seas' in 1696-98. Several references to him occur in the 
Madras Press Lists. In 1697 a Calicut General Letter to Anjengo 

• Sainsbury, Court Minutes of the E.I. Co., 1644-1649, p, 24 ; also Foster, 
English Factories in India, 1634--1636, p. xxi. 

t Factory Records, Fori St. George, Vol. V. 1688. 
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intimates the arrival of the Adventure Galley.* On 13th Dec., 
1697, a letter was received from Surat about Kidd the pirate, f 
On 4th April, 1698, is recorded Kidd’s seizure of the Qucdah 
Merchant under pretence of orders from the King of England. J 
On I2th May, 1700, news was received in Madras of the capture 
of “ Captain Kid, late Grand Pirate.” § In the following year, 
1701, the Madras Council received the King’s commission for 
trying pirates at Madras. || 

William Kidd was given command of the Adventure as a 
privateer, to put down piracy, and sailed from Ph’mouth in May, 
1696, for Madagascar. Soon after he was reported to havtj 
joined the pirates he was sent to suppress. He returned to 
Boston in July, 1699, in his prize, the Qucdah Merchant, and was 
thrown into jail. He admitted piracy, but pled that he had been 
deposed and confined in his cabin by mutineers, and that the 
Qucdah Merchant, sailing undiT French colours, was a lawful 
prize. He was sent to London, tried, found giiilty, and with 
sevia al companions was hanged at Execution Dock on 2jrd May, 
1701. It is probable that Kidd war. guilty of piracy. It is 
certain thiit he did not get a fair trial.^j 

Captain Alexander Hamilton, in his Ncic Account of the East 
Indies,** says that when at Calicut, in 1703, he met theia; a pirate. 
Captain Green, who was afterwards hanged in Scotland. The 
first mate of the pirate, Mr. Mather, and the Surgeon, whose 
name is not given, wished to leave Grijen and join Hamilton, but 
the latter refused to take them. Hamilton appears to have been 
on quite friendly terms with the pirates, who did not attempt 
to molest him. 

The Bengal Cons, of 19th Dec., 1720, mention the capture of 
the Company’s ship Cassandra by " Pyratts ” off Madagascar, 
and record a report that there were then eleven sail of pirates, 
some of them carrying forty to fifty guns, at Johanna. 

European piracy in the East finally died out about the middle 
of the eighteenth century. When England and France were 

* M.P.L., No. 683 of 1697 ; Pub. Cons., Vol. XXVI, p. 8i. 

t Ibid. No. 709 of 13th Dec., 1697 > Pub. Cons., Vol. XXVI, pp. 106-109. 

{ Ibid. No. 853 of 4th April, 1698 ; Pub. Cons., Vol. XXV’^11, pp. 95, 96. 

§ Ibid. No. 123, of I2th May, 1700 ; Letters to Port St. George, Vol. VI I, pp. 

X20-I22. 

!! Ibid. No. 396 of 14th April, 1701 ; Letters from Port St. George, Vol. X, pp. 
32-35- 

^ Dictionary National Biography. 

** Third Edition, Vol. I, pp. 319, 320. 

H.l.M.S. — ^\'OL. II- F 
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then at war, both countries sent considerable fleets to India. 
The strongest pirate w'as no match for a King’s ship, French or 
English, and pirates met shcjrt shrift from the naval officers of 
either country. 

With the above statements of fact, from records, may be 
compared the imaginary account of the Surgeon on a pirate in 
the Spanish Main, given by R. L. Stevenson in Treasure Island, 
Chap. XL 


" ' No, not I,* said Silver. ‘ Flint was cap’n, I was quartermaster, 
along of my timber leg. The same broadside I lost my leg, old Pew lost 
his deadlights. Jt w'as a master surgeon, him that ami)ytatecl me, — out 
of college and all — Latin by tlie bucket, and wliat not ; but he was hanged 
like a dog, and sun-dried like the rest, at Corso Castle.’ ” 

Though he had no connection with the I.M.S., or even with 
India, it may here be mentioned that one man has contrived to 
combine the practice of piracy, or at least of privateering, with 
that of medicine, and has attained considerable succt;ss in both 
professions ; Thomas Dover, who gave his name to Pulvis Ipe- 
cacuanhae Compositus. Dover was born in Warwickshire in 1660, 
studied under Sydenham, took the degrees of B.A. and M.D. at 
Cambridge, and set up in practice at Bristol in 1684. In August, 
1708, he sailed with Captain Woodes Rogers, in the Duke and 
Duchess, on a privateering expedition round the world. Dover 
was st!cond in command of the expedition, and commanded the 
Duke, he had no medical responsibilities. The two ships carried 
six Surgeons, one of tlu'in, John Ballet, who had been Surgeon 
to Dampier, being rated as third mate. In .\pril, 1709, the 
expedition captured and plundered Guyaquil. The sailors slept 
in the chunhes of the town, and were much annoyed by the 
smell of dead bodies buried therein, victims of a recent epidemic 
of plague. The disease broke out among the crews, 180 being 
attacked ; Dover ordered them all to be bled to one hundred 
ounces each, and given dilute sulphuric acid to drink ; this treat- 
ment is said to have been so successful that only eight died. 
The expedition reached England, by the Cape of Good Hope, in 
1711, Dover commanding a Spanish prize. On 30th Sept., 1721, 
he took the diploma of L.R.C.P., London, settled in practice in 
London, and died in Arundel Street, Strand, in 1742. Dover 
may be said to have had a share in the origin of a great 
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English classic, lor during this expedition, on 2nd Feb., 1709, 
Woodes Rogers took oft the island of Juan Fernandez Alexander 
Selkirk, who had spent over four years on the island alter a 
shipwreck, and upon whose adventures Defoe founded Robinson 
Crusoe.* 

* Dictionary National Biography, and British Mt'dical Journal, \\\\ April, 
xgo9 ; also A Cruising l\tyage round the World, 170S-1711, liy Ca^daiii \Voi>i!t*s 
Rogers, st;coiul (.‘ditioii, Loiulon, Aiulifw Jiell, lyi.S. 



CHAPTER XXV 
CONTRACTS AND TRADE 

“ C) fortiinati mcrcatores, grnvis annis 

MiU*s ait, nuilto jam fractus incmbra laburc." 

liOKAC’H, Sctii/rfS, I, I. 

In the literature of the eighteenth century the Anglo-Indian 
" Nabob '' is a proverbial feature for wealth and extravagance. 
The traditional Nabob, celebrated for the amount td money he 
had made and the profusion with which he spent it, was usually 
a member of the Civil Service, less freqiK^ntly a military ohicer, 
a mercliant, or a planter. Most of the mercantile houses, and 
great part (jf the planting industry in India, indeed, were founded 
by servants (jf tlie Company. The pictures drawn by the- novelists 
of the lime inaj'’ have been, indeed were, exaggerated, but had a 
solid substratum of truth. But, whatever the nature of his duties 
in India, civil, military, or medical, the man who made a fortime 
in the ICast did S(j, ncjt out of his pay and allow^ancos, but by 
trade and speculation. Such pursuits w’ore perfectly legitimate. 
The Company's servants were paid such poor salaries that they 
were allowi’d, tiven expected, to add to their incomes by private 
trade. It is true tliat the Court t)f Directors in London often 
fulminated against th(ur servants' private trade. But it was 
only when such private trade was pushed to such an extent as 
to interfere seriously with the profits of the Company's own 
commerce, as it did in Bengal in 1760-65, or to embarrass the 
Government, as it did in causing the War of 1763, that such 
objections were pressed. Roughly speaking, up to a period well 
after the middle of the eighteenth century, trade of all kinds was 
followed by the Company's servants, of every service and of 
every grade. And such speculation in a modified form, in con- 
tracts, in silk, in indigo, in zamindari, and in banking, was con- 
tinued until nearly the middle of the nineteenth century. During 
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this period many medical officers, among others, piled up large 
fortunes. But such fortimes were made, not from professional 
earnings, still less from official pay, but from contracts and trade. 
Tq a much later date, we may say up to the present day, in- 
dividuals have added considerably to their incomes by judicious 
or fortunate investments in the limited liability compani('s by 
which nowadays most Indian industries, such as tea, cotton, and 
jute, are carried on. 

In the seventeenth century, Robert Douglas, who was the 
Company’s Surgeon in Bengal from 1676 to 1684, figures in th(' 
Diary of William Hedges, President and Governor of Bi'ngal 
from 24th July, 1682, to 17th July, 1684, as a habitual trafficker 
with interlopi'rs, and also as partner with Hedges himsi'lf in 
various commercial transactions, as reporti'd in the Cotol Hook 
of 25lh Jan., 16S1/82.* — [Vincent, Liltleton, and Dougla.s.| 

They were, not arrested, but all three were, dismissed. Matthias 
Vincent was Chief of Kasimbazar Factory previous to 1677, then 
Agent in Bengal for live years, from 7th Sept., 1677, till supi'i- 
seded by Hedges in Julj', 1682. Edward Littleton went out as 
a factor in 1671. When dismissed in 1682 he went home. In 
1699 he was knighted, and sent out as Agent in Bt'ngal for the 
new English E.I. Co., arriving in July, 1699. He was dismissed 
in 1705, and died of fever in Calcutta on 24th Oct., 1707. 

Even in early times some medical officers seem to have made 
a good deal of moni'y. A Bengal GeniTal Letter of 14th Nov., 
1737, t speaks of Robert Broadfoot, then one. of the Cah utta 
Surgeons, as retiring with a considerable fortune. And the 
compensation for losses at the sack of Calcutta, drawn in 1757 
by William Fullerton, amounted tf) n<.-arly £30,000. 

The ease of the transition from Surgeon to Merchant is slunvii 
by the follow'ing c.xtracts from Bombay (ieneral Letters. 

4/A April, 1760, para. 29. " Surgeon Robert Ilerriott resigns on acc.o‘ 
of his illhealth, he was f)ermitted to return by the way of China, it toeing 
imagined there can be no ill effect from Single Persons proceeding that way ; 

John Page chusing a Mercantile way of life, M"" John Parker as next 
in turn succeeds.” 

19/A Feb., 17/16, paras. 158, 159. “ Surgeon Rich'* I’ercival has 

* See Chap. VIII, Early History, Bengal and the Bay, p. 103. 

t Abstracts, Letters from Coastand Bay. Vol. IV, 1754-1743, p. 232. Sec atso 
Chap. VIII, Early History, Bengal and the Bay. In the Fort William Cons, of 7th 
Dec., 1738, and 27th Jan., 1738/39, is noted the grant to John Patoun of bills of 
exchange in favour of Robert Broadfoot, amounting to £8955. 
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resigned his Employ on account of his bad health, but desires to remain 
on the Island as a Free Merchant. He h&.s always conducted himself 
perfectly to satisfaction, and is therefore recommended to the Court’s 
favourable Notice. W" Shepperd is appointed to succeed M*' Perceval, 
and M'' Sam’ Richardson is chosen as an additional one, two not being 
sufficient, with the same Diet and Allowances as the others receive.” 

John Page was appointed Surgeon’s Mate at Madras in 1749, 
returned home a few years later, and in 1759 was appointed in 
the same eapacily to Bombay. The above extract sht)ws that he 
declined promotirm to ^Surgeon in the following year. His 
" mercantile way of life ” was probably not very .succ('ssful, for 
he soon return<*d to the Medical Department. The Bombay Cons. 
of 1st Feb., 1763. note his appointment as Surgeon at Surat, 
A year later, on 10th Feb., 1764, he was transferred from Surat 
to Bombay. He resigned on account of ill-health and went home 
in Novemlx'r, 1764. Richard P(‘rcival was serving as Surgeon of 
the Bombay Grab in 1752-53. He w-as appointed Surgetm at 
Anjengo on 22nd May, 1755, and tf» the Pre^sidency before April, 
3758. He lived at Bombay only tw'o and a half yc:irs after his 
retirement. His tombstone in the cemettay at Sonapur, Charni 
Road, BoniK-y, slu)ws that he dic'd at Bombay on 20th Aug., 
1768, aged 38. The Cons. (»f 27th Sept., 1774, mention a claim 
by his executors for a debt of Ks.34,236, due from one Ransor 
Sinh. 

In 17G5, wht'n ]>rivate trade was nbolisht'd, was formed, 
under the orders of Lord Clive, then (iovernor of Bt'iigal, the 
Inland Trade Association. The formation of this Association is 
entered in Cons, of 8th Sept., 1766, and is reported in para. 31 of 
a Bengal Letter dated 30th Sept., 1766. The Association was an 
e.xclusive company, consisting of the first three class(!s of Cove- 
nanted civilians, with Field Officers, Chaplains, and Head Sur- 
geons. The profits made were divided half-j'carly betw-een the 
members.* There were sixty shares in all, distributed among 
the members according to their rank ; the four Head Surgeons 
each had one-third of a share. 

In 1767, this Association was abolished, and, instead of its 
profits, a commission on the provincial revenues w'as given. In 

• Long’s Selections, No. 836, p. 428. Also Bengal Secfet and Mily Cons,, 
loth Aug., 1765, 1 8th Sept., 1765, and 3rd Sept., 1766. The abolition of the 
Association, under orders from Court, is first mentioned in the same Cons, of 
16th Jan., 17O7. 
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the Cons, of 27th June, 1768, Colonel Richard Smith, the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, complained that the Court of Directors had 
confined the privilege of sharing in this commission to Members 
of. Council and Field Officers, and requested that Surgeon Majors 
of Brigades might be granted a share, as they had in the profits 
of the salt trade. Discussion was postjxnied. Three months 
later, in the Cons, of 21st Sept., 1768, the following resolution 
w'as passed : — 

“ Agreed and Resolved, 

** That the Surgeon Majors of each Brigarfe shall Jiavo n Major’s sliare 
in the Commission on the Revenues. 

'* That tlicy sliall have hall tlie Emoluments of the Hospital. 

'* That the Surgeons and Surgeons AssisTints shall have the otlier half. 

" That the Surgeon Majors shall not be all<>vv(;d to draw the Company’s 
Gratuity. 

** That the other Surgeons shall draw the same Gratuity as allowed 
to a Captain. 

** That the Surgeons Assistants shall draw the same as is alloweil to a 
Lieutenant.” 

The grant of this commission is reported in paras. 80-83 
Letter from Fort William, dated 2nd Feb., 1769.* 

Two months later, the Cons, of 20th Nov., 1768, contain a 
resolution to the effect that a share in tlu* Commission on Revenues 
shall be grant('d to the four Head Surgeons in Calcutta, three- 
fourths of a share being allotted among th(‘ four. 

The Cons, vf 17th July, 1770. contain a notice of allotment 
of shares in the C<.)mmission on Revenues, to be paid in the follow- 
ing November. The amounts pa3^abhr to Medical Officers are as 
follows ; — 

“John Taylor . Rs.2230 Thomas Anderson Rs.2250 

James Ellis . ,, 2230 Andrew Williams ,, 2230 

Daniel Campbell. „ 2230 Robert Knight . ,, 2250 

Thomas Bagnall „ 1218 James Campbell . ,, 1.104" 

Henry John Chandler „ 1031 

The first five of these officers held the four posts of II(*ad 
Surgeon in Calcutta, Chandler having relieved Bagnall from 8th 
Dec., 1769. The last four were the four Senior Surgeons in 
military employ, Anderson being the Surgeon General, and the 
other three Surgeon Majors of the three Brigades, Why James 
Campbell got a smaller share than the others is not apparent. 

• Quoted in Chap, Will, Pay. See also Chap. XVI, Military and Civil. 
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The orders of 20th Oct., 1763, which constituted the Medical 
Service, direct that the two Senior Surgeons at Calcutta are to 
have the Hospital Contract. In Long s Selections (No. 829, p. 422) 
is quoted the following order: — 

No. 80. 27/A Dec.f 1765. “ The Surgeons arc in future to be allowed 

18 rupees per annum for each sick person lodged in the liospitals, which 
allowance shall stand in lieu of all charges for coolies, carriage, black 
assistants, bazar medicines, tS:c, t^c, and it is liereby understood that every 
expense sliall be defrayed by the Surgeon, wliethcr in Garrison or in the 
Field, the erecting Hospitals, providing Cloaths, furnishing Europe medi- 
cines, and providing diet cx*jcpted, for which last article they are to draw 
from the Soldiers pay in the usual manner.’* 

Long also (No. 867, pp. 454, 455) quotes from the Cons, of 
22nd 1766, the rates at which the Surgeons should draw 

for victualling the sick, the soldiershaving to pay at a higher rate 
when admitt(^d for venereal than for other disorders. 
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The same order goes on to give the rates at whicli the profits 
ar(' to be divided between different medical ofliecTs. 

Long also (No. 875, p. 459) quotes from the Cons, of 27111 Oct., 
1766, an order whie.li seems to show that the profits of these 
contracts wctc so great that it was necessary to supervise the 
Surgeons earefully. 

“ \Vc express our apprehensions that the Surgeons of the Army will 
find their account in encouraging the men to plead sickness in order to 
be received into the Hospital, and that we must therefore depend upon 
the vigilance of those officers who visit the sick to prevent this evil.” 

The terms of this contract are given in para. 79 of a letter 
from Fort William dated 29th March, 1766. 

” Hospital Expcnce in Field and Garrison, to reduce it have Contracted 
with the Surgeons to supply each Man with everything except bedding. 
Lodging, and Europe medicines at 18 Son^ R® p. Month, being about 
p. day and O'* less than is allowed to the King’s Hospitals in India.” 
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Broome, in his History of the Bengal Army, (p. 546), speaks of 
the hospital contract of 1765 as follows : — 

" The charges of the medical department, which were paid upon Con- 
tingent Bills drawn by the Surgeons, amounted to a very large STim, in 
consequence of which, at the suggestion of Lord Clive, arrangements were 
made on the 1 1 of November, for reducing these cxpences by giving the 
Surgeons a contract for the supply of medicines, which contract was fixed 
at the rate of t8 shillings for each European, to include everything, except 
clothing, bedding, cots, and lodging ; more than double the sura at present 
allowed." 

Broome seems to be mistaken in sifying that the rate was 
eighteen shillings for each European. It was eighteen sonal 
rupees, an amount then equivalent to about 45 shillings. Tlie 
contract of 1765, however, included among the items supj)lied 
by the Surgeons, the (X)st of " black assistants,” who in 1K50, 
when Broome; wrote, had long been superseded hy the Military 
Sub-medical Department, paid by Government. That such 
contracts wt;re very profitable is showm by the fact that many 
disputes amfing medical officers, as to their relative shares in 
the Hospital Contract, were referred tv) Government for dt'cision. 
The Madras Mily. Cons, of 12th Aug., 1771, r(;port one such dis- 
pute about the profits of such contracts at Vellore and Trichino- 
poly. In those of nth Jan., 1779, a similar difference, of opinion 
between Surgeons Wilson, Gordon, and Carere, at Pondicherri, 
was referred for decision to Surgeon General Pash'y. A ijuarrc;! 
of much the same kind in Bengal is embodied in the Proceedings 
of the Calcutta Medical Board of 14th June, 1797. 

A General Letter from Fort William, dated 9th May, 1777, in 
paras. 10 and ii reports a Hospital Contract made with the 
Surgeon General, Daniel Campbell. 

” In case the Surgeon General should die before the expiration of his 
Contract for defraying Hospital and Medical charges, Williams the 
next Surgeon in rank is to fulfill the same. And all General Orders not 
contrary to the terms of the Contract arc to be equally binding on the 
Surgeon General as if inserted in the contract.” 

This contract w’as made, contrary to the advice of the Com- 
mander-in-Chief, General Clavering, wdio expresses his disapproval 
in the fifteenth para, of a Letter to Court, dated 28th March, I777» 
{Abstracts, Letters from Bengal, Vol. IV, 1774-1783, pp. 257-58). 

" Disapprove highly of the Surgeon General M' Campbell’s plan lor con- 
tracting to defray the Hospital Expeaces for tluree years. Reasons stated." 
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In an article on the Constitution of the Medical Department 
in Ojrbyn’s India Jotirnal of Medical and Physical Science, {New 
Series, Vol. I, 1836, pp. 127, 346), the author states that towards 
the close of the eighteenth century Government gtave to Regi- 
mental Surgeons contracts for the purveying of hospitals, and 
supply of European and bazar medicines, from which many men 
made large fortunes. 

" In I.,onJ Lake's camp sik li were lln* enonnous receipts in consetpience 
of these contracts for supiilyinK corps with medicines, diet, and dlioolces. 
that I Victors Monroe and CVickranc esjiccially realised the largest fortunes 
ever ma.de in this country.” 

This was in the second Maratha war. Presumably the writer, 
when he speaks of ” tlie largest fortunes iwcr made in the country ” 
means fortunes made by medical men only. 

Walter Ross Munro was born in 1747, went out to Madras as 
Assistant Surgeon in 1770, and was transferred to Bengal from 27th 
July, 1771 ; became Surgeon on ist Sept., 1778, Head Surgeon on 
1st Feb., 1787, officiated in the Medical Board from 24th Dec., 
1780, to 3Tst Dec., 1703, but did not get a permanent seat at the 
Board till nine years later, on 24th Dec., 1802, became President 
on 17th Dec., 1811, w'ent on furlough 4th Jan., 1815, retired 30th 
June, 1815, and died on 9th Aug., 1816. He had risen far above 
the rank of regimental Surgeon by Lord Lake’s timt', being then 
in the Medical Board. He was one of the three medical officers 
who protested against their supersessiem by Balfour’s return from 
the combatant to the mt'diciil line.* 

Peter Cochrane entered the Bengal Service as Assistant Surgeon 
fm 6th April, 17S0, became Surgeon on 5th Feb., 1790, Head 
Surgeon on nth April, 1805, and Member of the Medical Board 
on 17th Dec., 1811. He succeeded Munro as President on 4th 
Jan., 1815, went on furlough on 21st Jan., 1819, retired on 5th 
June, 1821, and died at Beauvais in France on i8th June, 1831. 

These hospital contracts were abolished in Bengal in 1815, 
in Madras for European troops from 6th July, 1827, for native 
troops froip 5th Ma5^ 1829.! 

A contract for the upkeep of the Bombay Hospitals w-as given 
to the senior Surgeons in the Bombay Cons, of 2nd July, 1777. 
Tw'o years later, on 14th July, 1779, the standing Hospital 

• See Chap. XV, The Double Commissions. 

I Wilson, History of the Madras Army, Vol. IV, p. 503. 
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Coramitteo reported that the contract witli the Surgeons had 
effected a saving of more than Rs.6o.ooo yearly. Those contracts 
were abolished by Bombay G.O. of igth June, 1828. 

** Bombay Castle, Juuc U)'*, 182S. I'hci Hon. tlic Crovernor in 
Council is pleased to autJiorize the following alteral ion in flu* mode of 
furnishing su])plie.s for the use of the Xntive General Hospital at the 
Presidency, the civil hospitals at J*oona, Surat, and Ahmcdabad, l.ock 
Hospitals, and Eye liilinnary. 

“ The present contract held by medical officers for the supply of articles 
of diet, wine, sago, sj^ices, nnd articles of that nature, tog<dher with cotls, 
ciimbli('s,* country medicines, and otlier ntwssaries, is abolished from 
the i^' of July next, and all such su])pliesare to be, after that period, made 
by the Commissariat Department, the diet im a daily indent signed by the 
surgeon, and other articles when ie.i|iiir(‘(l, and under the countersignature 
of the Superintending Surgeon of the Division in which tlie hospital may 
be .situated, agreeably to the ]>iiiiciples laid down in article xxii, section x. 

« « * * « 

“ As almost the whole, of the remiincralion of the surgeon of the Native 
General Hospital at the JYc.sidcncy is derived from the contract he at 
present holds, under the* old system, ior the snpjdy of all materials for 
the use of tlie hosjiitals, he is ]HTmitted to draw a salary of Ks.(.po) four 
hundred ]H’r mensem. 

“ I'lie following to be in futun^ the establishment of the Native General 
Hospital at lire 1 Residency. 

I Assistant Apothecary <'Ui(J stcwanl — 

1 (.om[)oiinder . . . Ks.t5 i Hai her . . . Es.5 

1 Jlresser . . . • 10 2 ('ooks, 1 Portiiguc'sc (each) 8 

2 Ward boys (each) . . 61 Dliobi .... 7 

1 Matron (woman’s ward) . 10 3 Hallalcores * (each) . O 

2 Puckalies * ^.-ach) . . 7j 3 Peons (police) . . — 

To show the kind of speculations freajuentlj" undertaken by 
medical officers some instances may be (pioted. The Bengal 
Cons, of 2ist April, 1766, contain a claim by tlie executors of the 
late Dr. Robert Fisher for over Rs.37,o()o, from the' Raja of 
Dinajpur, due for trading transactions. Archibald Keir, who, 
however, had long left tlie Medical Department, is mentioned in 
para. 7 of a Revenue Letter from Fort William, dated gth Feb., 
1779, as having purchased the mines of Ramgarh (Hazaribagh) 
from the Raja of that district. Seven years later another Revenue 
Letter, of 24th March, 1786, mentions this mining speculation, 
which does not appear to have met with great success. The 
extract supplies an early instance of the proposed flotation of 
a jointstock company in India, and incidentally infers that no 

* Cumhly, kamal, or kamli, blanket ; Halalhhor, (literally, one who cats what 
is lawdul), sweeper ; Pahhali, pack bullock for carrying water. 



76 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

speculation could be permitted in India which might injure any 
trade in England.* 

Paras, 7-10. Keir — Mines in Ramgurh. Court's orders forbidding 

an extension of his I^asc for working the Mines have been communicated 
to him, lie has offered to surrender the Grant provided the Company will 
reimburse him the actual Expense lie has been at in Working the Mines, 
otherwise he expects to divide his property therein into Shares and carry 
on the work by a Society of Merchants. Have not complied with 
M*" ICcir's proposal, but recommend it to the Court’s favourable Con- 
sideration. A Copy of his Propo.sal sent in the Packet. The undertaking 
might have proved of great local utility without injury to the Export 
Trade of England. The Original Encouragement given to the undertaking, 
arose from an expectation of its proving a Commercial liencfit to the 
Country, and was at all events deserving Encouragement, as ])romoting 
Industry and Civilization among the Inhabitants. The heavy expense 
attending the pursuit of this Undertaking, the incompetency of M*" l^eir's 
private fortune, his Jong and meritorious Services, (particularly with 
Major Lawrence at Trichinopoly in 1754 and willi Captain Kilpatrick at 
J'ultah in 1757). we hope will dispo.se the Court to attend to and relieve 
liis embarrassments.” 

The C.G. of igth March, 1789, announces the grant of a 
contract to the Civil Assistant Surgeon of Rajsluihai. 

** 'J'hc contract for the repairs of the Lushkerpore, Ik‘ttorcah, and 
Phoorna Pools *j* during the current year, advert iscfl in our Ciazctle of 
the I®* January last, is to be made wnthM*" Todd, the Surgeon at Bauleah, 
his proposal-s having proved the low-cst of several which were tendered.” 

A Separate Letter from Lord Cornwallis, the Governor General, 
dated 4th Nov., 1789, in paras. 9 and 10, refers to Surgeon Andrew 
Hunter as follo\>’s : — 

” With rc.spect to M*' Hunter, represents him as a Man, who has been 
more engaged in pecuniary transactions, tlian in the pursuit of any Pro- 
fessional knowledge. Sliall, liowcver, recommend to the Board to appoint 
M*" Hunter to the office of Chief Surgeon, when it shall become vacant.” 

Hunter entered as Surgeon’s Mate in Bengal on 2nd Feb., 
1764, became Surgeon on 30th March, 1767, and was appointed 
President of the Medical Board when James Ellis retired on 24th 
Dec., 1789, superseding John Fleming, who had held the post of 
second Member for nearly two years. Hunter was removed from 
the post of President on 15th June, 1791, and remained a Super- 
numerary" Surgeon till he retired in Oct., 1797- 

Commercial speculation was not always successful. Two 

♦ For Keir see Chap. XV, The Double CommissioTis, 
t Pools, here means embankments, [pul, bridge). 
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Mily. Letters from Court to Bombay, of 3rd June, 1814, paras. 
2 to 13, and of 6th June, 1814, paras. 44 to 48, refer to a petition 
by Helenas Scott, against the cancellation of his contract for 
,the. supply of spirits. Scott says he lost a lakh of rupees 
thereby. 

Two instances of large fortunes left by members of the Bengal 
Medical Service may be qiioted from the Gentleman' s Magazine. 
The issue for January, 1810, mentions that the will of the late 
Dr. Gray of India left £30,000 to the towm of Elgin. Alexander 
Gray entered the Service on 15th April, 1783, being locally 
appointed, after ser\ing five years in the Navy. He became 
Surgeon on 17th June, 179c), and died in Calc utta on 26 lh July. 
1807. 

In the same magazine for 1851, (Chronicle, p. 2 i)y), is con- 
tained a long obituary iioticx* of Thomas Phillips, who was born 
on 6lh July, 1760, was a pupil of John Hunter, and, like* Gray, 
had served in the Navy, on the Ncnth American station. He 
entered the Service on 20th April, 1781, became Snrgc-on on 21st 
Oct., 1794, Head Surgeon on 2nd July, 1810, Member of the; 
Medical Board on 4th Jan., 1815, wont on furlough cm 30th Jan., 
1817, and retired cm 6th Aug., 1817. He died in London on 
13th June, 1851, a few days before completing his ninety-first 
year, and is said to have then bc'en the oldest living member of 
the College of Surgeons. His will left large sums for education 
in Wales, to St. David’s College, Lampeter, and to schools at 
Llandovery, some £icj,ooo, besides endowments. 

As an instance within the last half century may be mentioned 
the case of Assistant Surgeon B. C. Chaudhri,* of the Beng.il Civil 
Sub-Medical Department, who died at Hughli, aged 97, in .^ug., 
1907, leaving a large fortune, wliich w-as said to amount to twenty 
lakhs, or, even at the present rate of exchange, over £130,000. 
The foundations of this fortune were laid by medical practice, 
but the bulk of it was made by judicious and successful invest- 
ments in zamindari, etc. 

John Fullarton was born in 1780, became M.A. in 1794 and 
M.D. in 1800 at Glasgow, and entered the Bengal Medical Service 
on 1st Aug., 1802. He resigned on 21st Oct., 1812, and entered 
the banking house of Alexander and Co., Calcutta, as a partner. 
He left India with a large fortune in 1823. In 1834 he was sent 
* For B. C. Chaudliri, see Chap. XLlll, Medical Education in India, 
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by Government on a special mission to China. He died on 24th 
Oct., 1849.* 

His more famous contemporary, Joseph Hume, was bom on 
22nd Jan., 1777. He was an early instance of a much qualilied 
man, as he took the L.R.C.S., Edinburgh, in 1796, the Ccrtihcate 
of the London Corporation of Surgct)ns in 1797, and the M.D. of 
Marischal College, Aberdeen, in 1799. He became Surgecm to 
an Indiaman in 1797, and served for two years, till he got a com- 
mission as Assistant Surgeon in Bengal on 27th Aug., 1799. In the 
second Maratha war ho did great service by making fit f(»r use 
a large store of gunpowder, which had become damp, and also 
served as interpreter to the Commander-in-Chief. A Calcutta 
Mily. Letter of 30th April, 1804, states, in paras 147, 348, tluit 
Assistant Surgeon Hume has been appointed t(; <;l'lieiale as Deputy 
Paymaster tjf tlie troops in Bundtdkand, on an allowance t)f eight 
rupees a day ; but he can hardly have made, a fortune out of 
that. He resigned in Feb., 1808, with a fortune of £40,000, and 
sat in Parliament, as an advanced Radical, from 1819 till his 
death, which took place at Burnley Hall, Norfolk, on 2olh Feb., 
1835. He w'as elected F.R.S. on 8th Jan., 1818, was twice, in 
1824 and 1828, Lord Rector of Marischal College, Aberdeen, and 
made a blank N'erse translation of Dante's Infirno. 

In the Minute on the conditions of siTvice in tlu- I.M.S., dated 
8lh June, 3838, by Surgeon, afterwards I.G. Sir Ranald Martin, 
he speaks most forcibl}’ of " the commen ial habits accpiired at a 
civil station,” and the “ professional idlem'ss ” eonsecpient 
thereon, as rendering men who had been long in civil employ 
absolutely useless for professional work.j 

Chevers, in his article on Surgeons in Lidia, Past and Present, 
in the Calcutta Review for 1854, No. 45, quotes a description of 
the Civil Surgeon, but warns his readers that it is a caricature. 

" The Philosophic Surgeon, who on liis way to his indigo factory, 
would enquire of the native doctor — ' Any tiling to-day ' — and, upon 
receiving tlie ready answer, ‘ All’s well. Lord of the world, only five men 
dead,' would exclaim cheerfully — ' good, very good ’ — and canter gaily 
about his business." 

Martin’s Minute takes it for granted that all or nearly all 
medical oflicers in civil employ spent their time on commercial 

• For Fullarton and Hume, see Dictionary of National Biography, and for 
Hume, also Chap. XXIV, The Sea Service. 

f This minute is quoted in Chap. XVI, Military and Civil, p. 292. 
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pursuits. Two well-kno^^'n instances of men who followed such 
a course with great success were G. N. Cheek at Bard wan and 
Bankura, and David Turnbull at Mirzapur. 

George Nicholas Cheek was born on i8th Nov., 1793, and 
entered the A.M.D. as Hospital Mate on 19th July, 1813, with 
the Certificate of the Londtm Corporation of Surgeons, lie 
served in the Peninsula and at Waterloo. Entering the Bengal 
Service as Assistant Surgeon on 30th Sept., 1816, lie served in the 
third Maratha war, and afterwards settled dow n in ci\-il employ in 
Bengal, first at Bardwan, later at Bankura., then known as West 
Bardwan, or the Jungle Mahals. There he went in e.\t(^nsively 
for zamindari, indigo-planting, and trade in country produce. 
He gave up promotion to rc^tain his civil ap])oinlmenl, which he 
did for nearly forty years, dj'ing on 26th June, 1839, while on 
short leave at the Nilgiri hills. 

David Turnbull was born in 1768, and appointi'd to Bengal as 
Assistant Surgeon on 2nd Sejit.. 1791. Soon afti'r h(>. was posted 
to Mirzapur, where he carried on an extensive trade in country 
produce, and also, like Cheek, went in for indigo and zamindari. 
On 27th March, 1809, he was promoted tr» Surgeon, with el'tect 
from 14th Jan., 1806, as rt;ported in paras. 691-706 of a Mily. 
Letter of 27th March, 1809, which goes on to state that this 
antedated promotion brought in a crop of fifty-tuie memorials 
from the Surgeons thereby superseded. However, in 1813, 
Turnbull was allowed to resign his rank as Surgeon, to revert to 
Assistant Surgeon, and to remain at Mirzapur, where he dii-d on 
14th Dec., 1822. In 1806, he discovered the use of lac dye, accord- 
ing to the Gentleman’ s Magazine for 1807, Vol. I, March. 

“ Mr. Turnbull has lately discovered at Mirzapoor, in India, a new Dye, 
which he lias called Lac Dye, cind which is likely to prove a valuable 
article of Commerce.'* 

The Civil Assistant Surgeon was usually also Postmaster of his 
station, not unfrequently Registrar, sometimes sadr amin, or 
Sub-judge. The advisability, or rather the nonadvisability, of 
such extra-professional appointments, is discussed in a leader on 
Dawk Travelling'm Xhe Friend of India for 31st Dec., 1835. This 
jom'nal was started as a quarterly at Serampur, in 1821, by 
J. C. Marshman, later was issued monthly, and from 1st Jan., 
1835, as a weekly paper, and soon made itself a power in the land. 
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It was subsequently edited, from 1848 to i860, by Meredith 
Tow-nsend, afterwards in London joint editor of the Spectator 
from 1861 to 1905 ; and from 1864 to 1875 by George Smith, 
C.I.E., LL.D. It has long been incorporated with the Calcutta 
daily, the Statesman. 

** We mean no disresj)ccl to tlie Deputy Postmaster at Bancoorah 
and Biirdwaii when we say tlial he has no time to attend to all the minutiae 
of dawk arran^^einents on that extensi\ e line of comniunicatioh. He is 
Surgeon to the Civil Station at Burdwan, and has the management of an 
extensive private cstablishipent of works. This privilege is fully conceded 
by the Regulations of (government, but it is a vicious system wliich allots 
pay .so confessedly inadequate, as to render it necessary to grant liberty 
ol j)rivatc trade to make up the dcliciency. The Judge and the Surgeon 
of tJie district have both received an equally liberal and expensive educa- 
tion in England to qualify them for the public service ; yet there is so 
great a disproportion between their allowances, that tlio Surgeon receives 
but emv sixth the jiay of the Judge. The salary of the Surgeon ought to 
be so generous as to enable ('loverninent to ccuninand his exclusive services, 
and to rcijuire him to devote his whole time to the medical polit e, topo- 
graphy, and statistics of the district ; and in Burdwaii at least he ought 
to be relieved from the charge of the postollice." 

Officers of the Army were forbiciden to enter into commercial 
speculations by Bengal G.O. of ist Jan., 1824. 

'' Tn consequence of some recent instances of ])rivate commercial trans- 
actions in this army having been brought to the notice of (iuveinment, it 
is liereby dcelared, that any military oHicer wJio may be proved, siim- 
nuirily, to the satisfaction of the (Governor General in (oiincil, to have 
engaged in any m<*rcantile or commercial sjjcculations whatever, sliall be 
lield ipso facto incapable of serving, and shall be forthwilli suspended and 
sent to EurojH*, willi a recommendation to the Hon. Court of Directors 
that he be discharged from their army. His Excellency the Commander 
in Chief is requested to give the fullest effect to this order.*' 

This order was approved by the Court of Directors, and made 
applicable to the whole of India, in paras. 31 and 32 of a Mily. 
Letter from Court, dated 23rd Aug., 1826, and republished as 
Madras G.O. of 12th Jan., 1827. 

In the Asiatic Journal for Sept., 1836, occurs the following note 
on the commercial trtmsactions of Surgeon John Henderson * of 
the Bengal Medical Service. His commission as Assistant Surgeon 
is dated 3rd Oct., 1815. In 1817 he was appointed Civil Surgeon 
of Kalpi (Culpee) in Bundelkand, and remained there for six 
years. After a short spell wth the Cawnpur levy, he was Civil 

• Asiatic Journal ^ New Series, Vol. XXI, Sept. i8j0, p. 12 . 
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Surgeon of Aligarh from 1825 to 1S27. Ho was promoted to 
Surgeon on nth Juno. 1826, and joined the 5th N.I. on 27111 Oct., 
1827, subsequently serving with the 41st N.I. at Muttra and 
Nimaeh, the 28th at Agra, and the 65th at Mhow. In 1835 he 
tooE furlough, and made a journey to Ladakh, dying at Ludhiana 
on I2th March, 1836, almost immediately after his return. 

“ During a rcsiclenct' in India, which cannot have I’alicn much short 
of twenty years, liis active mind seems to have been ever devoted to 
objects of national interr.^t. nnc.1 hu' ninny years to liave been un- 

remittingly employed in introducing iiieasures of direct ])nblic ulility. 
It was at Calpee, we believe, that J 3 r. Hendersoif first engaged in mercantile 
speculations, and then prosecuted them keenly till the I>hurlporc war. 
Investments of ghee, catching elephants, supplies of horses, and banking, 
all occupied liis attention ; but the improvement of the cotton of Upper 
India was tlie more favourite scheme, and employed his pen in a. corre- 
spondence with the talented Holt ^Taekenzie. lie endeavourt'd, loo, to 
introduce llic sj>iiining jenny at CoeJ,* but without success, and was, 
after much uiisiiccessful spi ciilation in indigo and cotton, driven, in 1828, 
to \’an Diemen's .Land, witJi shattered healtli, and in embarrassed circuiii- 
staiicos. t 

“ Since his return to India, Agm has been the chief scene of liis labours. 
The Medical Ketiring Fund, a medical library, llic public ation of an Fngli.sh, 
Persian, and Hindu new.sj^a]K*r. the remodelling of the; Orplian ScIkjoI, the 
establishment of the Agra bank, llie atteinj>t to cause the (‘xistence of a 
branch horticultural socicity. llie formation of llu' Agra public library, thcj 
erection of an extensive corn-mill, arc all schemes which either (‘inanated 
from his fertile brain, or were tlie c»bjects of his anxious attention, liis 
endeavours, in 183.4, to erect a new town near I.andour, created much 
sensation, and lent additional inijuilse to the. awa.kcning public spiiit 
of l/ppor India. Liis journey to Little Tliibt't, raslimere, and to tlu' 
Indian Caucasus, would have lllled Uj> an iinjua lant t:hasm in the geograj)liy 
of Central Asia, had that life been sp.ircd by di.sf^ase, which had eJuded 
the treachery of native chiefs, and the violence cd highland robbers. Still 
he managed, amid all his difficulties and dange rs, to insun^ the introduc- 
tion of the .silkworm of Little Thibet on this side of the Sutlcdgc, and as 
yet vrith every prospect of success, by wliicli a most important advantagij 
will be conferred, alike on the manufactories of Lahore and MuKan, which 
are at present supplied with silk from Dokhara, at ii risk and ex])cnse of 
overland carriage for 700 miles.'* 

Most of Henderson's commer<'ial ventures appear to have 
been started before the above orders, but the establishment of 
the Agra Bank and of the cornmiil at that station were after the 
date of the orders forbidding military officers to take part in 

* Koil, now generally known as Aligarh. 

t This journey was the subject of a work enlitlccl, Observations in the Colonies 
of New South Wales and Van Diemen s Land, published by Parbury, Allen and 
Co., London. 
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trading ventures. As Surgeon to a native regiment, he must 
certainly have come within the terms of these orders. 

Medical officers in Civil employ were not included in the 
terms of the orders of ist Jan., 1824. Seventeen years later the 
prohibition was exprc^issly extended to Civil Surgeons, by an 
order dated 17th Aug., 1841, though not with retrospective effect. 

Judicial arid Revenue Department, Aug, 17'*, 1841. With the sanction 
of the Supreme Government, the Right lion, the Governor of Bengal 
notifies for general information, that the Hon. the Court of Directors have 
been pleased to prohibit for the future in every case the connection of 
civil .surgeons with busin^'^ss as bankers, tradcr.s, and indigo planters, 
and to direct that, in tlic cases in which it has been permitted, no extension 
of such employment be allowed. The contravention of tins order, the 
Hon. Court further observe, must be considered as ipso facto a resignation 
of their service.” 

In 1844 this order was reissued, landholding being included 
among the pr()hibitt‘d forms of speculation. Th(' Gazette of India 
of 1st Feb., 1844. publishes extracts from a Letter from the Court 
of Directors, No. 7, dated 29th Nov., 1843, as follows : — 

Para. 8. ” We have already, in ^was. 1 7 and \ 8 of our Judicial Despatch, 
tlated 2"^^^ June, 1841, directed that Civil Surgeons shall not be permitted to 
engage in business as Bankers, Traders, or Indigo Planters.” 

Para. 9. Extends to Civil Surgeons the proliibition contained 
in para. 53 of Despatch from Court to Government of India, dated 
23rd February, 1842, which runs as follows : — 

Para. 53. ” We direct the invariable observance of the rule of the 
Service that no officer holding Civil authority in a District, shall directly 
or indirectly be a holder of land, or be concerned in any description of 
speculation therein . ' ’ 

The Bengal Medical Regulations of 1851 repeat these orders, 
in rule 29, (page 50), in a manner which seems to show that the 
prohibition of 1841 had not been strictly enforced. 

“ It has occurred more than once, within a short period, that Officers 
of the Medical Department, who have been attached to Civil Stations, 
when restored from the Civil to the Military Department, have pleaded 
their entanglement with mercantile or agricultural pursuits, as reasons 
for demanding long periods of leave of absence, instead of forthwith taking 
upon themselves the Military duties, to the discharge of which they are 
nominated. Ais Excellency the Commander in Chief therefore deems it 
necessary to give this public notice to Military Surgeons, that he considers 
tluit their entering into any pursuits, which prevent their being immediately 
available for the duties of the service to which belong, as contrary 
to what is right, and that he will not in future listen to such pleas as are 
alluded to in the antecedent paragraph.” 
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In 1862 the Govenimont of India issued an order, published 
in LM.D. Circ. No. 35 of 20th Dec., 1862, forbidding medical 
officers in civil employ to hold lands for agricultural purposes in 
the district in which they are employed. This rule, in fact, is 
simply a repetition of the former order of ist Feb., 1844. Elevc'ii 
years later another order. Govt, of India, Horne Dep)t., Public, 
No. 13/467 of 13th Feb., 1874, published in LM.D. Circ. No. 16 
of 28th Ai)ril, 1874, extendt'd this prohibition from the district 
to the province of employment, forbidding also all si)eculation. 

A General Letter from the Court of JDirectors, dated 30th 
Dec., 1825, forbids officers of every service and department, civil 
and militaiy, to have any connection with the public press. 
This order was issued in a Bengal Order of iilli May, 1826, given 
below, and also in a Bombay Order of the same dat(', nth May. 

" roft William, General Department, May 1826. I'hc following 

extract from a public general letter from the lion, the Court of Directors, 
bearing date the 30^^^ of December, 1825, is published for the information 
of the Ilonblo Company's servants on this Establisliment. 

* We feel it iiicumlient on us, from a regard to the public interests, to 
issue, in a circular to our Indian governments, our positive prohibition 
against any person in our service, cither civil, naval, or military, surgeons 
and chaplains included, connecting himself with any newspaper or other 
periodical journal, (unless devoted exclusively to literary and scientific 
objects), wliether as editor, sole proprietor, or sharer in the property. 

“ ‘ Tliis order we shall enforce, if necessary, by dismissing from our 
service those who may contravene it. And in regard to such as may have 
already formed connexions of this sort, we desire they may be immediately 
warned that if the connexions are not dropt within six months after notice 
so given, they shall be held liable to the consequences of a breach of this 
prohibition, wdiich you will publicly promulgate for the information of 
o\ir servants. You will also report to us the names of the parties to whom 
this injunction may apply ' 

” Published by command of the Eight lion, the Governor General in 
Council. — C. Lushington, Chief See. to the Government.” 

A Bengal Order of 30th Nov., 1842, forbids civil, military, 
and medical officers to act as Secretaries to Public Societies, but 
permits them, as members, to take part in the proceedings of such 
Societies. 

It is hardly necessary to state that all these orders, forbidding 
trading, banking, land-holding, planting, etc., are still in force, up 
to the present day. They have been republished on several 
occasions during the last thirty years. Recent orders on the 
subject may be summarised as follows. In all cases, the dates 
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arc those of RcsDlutions »>£ the Home Dept, of the Govt, of 
India. 

(1) Lending and borrowing forbiddt'n ; i6th March, t888, and 
i6th Jan., 1890. 

(2) Landholding and etjmmercial speculation forbidden ; 13th 
May, 1885. 

(3) Connection with press, how far allowable ; i6th Aug., 
1884, and 3rd June, 1885. 

(4) Sale of property to natives ; 20th Jan., 1882. 

(5) Reception of ■contributions from natives towards public 
objects ; nth July, 1883, and 14th Aug., 1889. 

(6) Pecainiary arrangements between Government servants in 
connection with resignation of appointments forbidden ; 29th 
Dec., 1883 ; (also G.O. No. 216 of 9th Dec., 1842). 

(7) Receipt of testimonials by Government servants ; 22nd 
J»ily, 1887, and 6th May, 1898. 

(8) Political agitation forbidden ; i8th M.arch, 1890. 

(9) Acceptance of presents by Government servants forbidden ; 
13th July, 1876. 

This last prohibition is simply a republication of an order 
which has been in force for considerably over a century, having 
been promulgated in Act XllI, George III, caput 63, section 24. 
In section 25 of this Act, and in all subse(|iient orders on the 
subject, the right of medical oflicers to accept fees in return for 
professional si'rvic.os rendered is definitely reserved.* 

* Sections 2 ^ <in<l .:5 of Act XIII, Gcortic HI, capitt (.m, arc (jiiotcd in Cliap. 
XVI 11, Pay. 



CHAPTER XXVI 

THE MINOR MEDICAL SI^iVTCES 

“ How far is SI. Helena from the field of Waleiloo ? ” 

Kipling, Rru'urds mu/ I'airiis. 

In iiddition to the Indian Medical Service, oin]>loyed in Conti- 
nental India, the E.I. Co. used to maintain four otlier Medical 
Services, canployed in their other })osscssions and factories, viz . — 

The St. Helena Medical Service. 

Tlie West Coast (of Sumatra) Medical Service. 

The Prince of Wales Island Medica.l Service. 

The China Medical Serv'ice. 

1. The St. Helena Medical Service. 

The island of St. Helena was first discovered by a Portuguese 
navigator, Juan de Nuova Castella, on 2ist May, 1502 (St. Helena's 
Day). In 1588 it was visited, on liis retTiru from a voyage round 
the world, by Captain Thomas Candish or Cavendish, who found 
the island inhabited b}^ only a few slaves of the Portuguese, and 
speaks of seeing a cross, with the date 1571, and a church, and 
mentions that the Portuguese Indiamen usually touched at the. 
island on their homeward vojMges.* The island was formallj^ occu- 
pied by the Dutch in 1633, but abandoned by them in 1651, when 
they took possession of the Cape of Good Hop(\ When the Dutch 
left St. Helena, the E.I. Co. occupied the island, and their posses- 
sion was confirmed by a charter from King Charles II, dated 3rd 
April, 1661. In 1668, Captain Stringer was appointed Governor, 
and a resident Surgeon was posted on the island. In 1673, the 
Dutch captured the island, but it w^as retaken in the same year 
by Captain (afterwards Sir) William Munden, R.N., and re- 
granted to the Company by a new charter, dated i6th Dec., 

• Hakluyit Everyman* s Library edition, Vol. VlII, p. 25 
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1673.* The E.I. Co. retained possession of the island until 
1834, except during the years 1815 to 1821, when the British 
Government held it as a residence for Napoleon, who died there 
on 5th May, 1821. When Acts 3 and 4 of William IV, cap. 85, 
in 1833, abolished their trade, the Company ceded the island to 
the Crown. 

The E.I. Co., however, undertook to administer the island, 
on behalf of the Crown, for one year more, as notified in the 
following G.O : — 

" St. Helena, April 17'*, 1834. The Governor and Council think 
proper to publish in General Orders the following extracts from the Hon. 
Court of Directors’ despatches to this Government, dated 22"'^ January, 
1834. 

“ We havo! to acquaint j'Ou that, at the request of His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. we have undertaken to administer the government of your island, 
under the Crown, for one year from the 22'' April next (unless a final 
arrangement should be previously made by the King’s Government). 

“ We have resolved, in accordance with the wish which His Majesty’s 
Government have expressed, that no vacancies, cither in the civil or 
military establishments, .shall be filled up, nor any new apjjointments 
made, nor any re-enlisting take place, without previous communication 
witli the Lords of His Majesty’s Treasury." 

As might bo expected, from the size of the place, the St. 
Helena Medical Service was a very small one. At most, there 
appear to have been four or five men serving at one time, of 
whom one would usuallj’^ be on furlough. In 1813 there w'ere, 
a Medical Superintendent, a Head Surgeon, one Surgeon, and 
two Assistant Surgeons. 

Matthew Livingstone, who entered in 1815, became Surgeon 
on 23rd June, 1817, and Supt. in 1820, an instance of very rapid 
promotion, took part in the autopsy on Napoleon, on 6th Mtiy, 
1821. He himself died of apoplexy at St. Helena, five months 
later, on loth Oct., 1821. The Asiatic Journal of June, 1830, 
recording the trial by court-martial and acquittal of James Price, 
a Surgeon in the St, Helena Service and Health Officer of the 
island, states that at the time he was also an Assistant Surgeon 
in the A.M.D., on halfpay of H.M.'s looth Foot. 

The last medical officer permanently appointed to the St- 
Helena Service, George Brown Waddell, joined in 1828, and w'as 

• Among the parchment records at the India Office, in the List of General 
Reewds, 1599-1879, are No. iSa, Proelamation of the Dutch on taking possession 
of St. Helena, dated 1633, and Letters Patent granting the island of St. Helena to 
the East India Company, dated i6di Dec., 1673. 
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murdered by pirates two years later. Thc^ Asiatic Journal of 
Oct., 1830, states that he left the island for England, in the 
schooner St. Helena, on 31st March, 1830. Tlie schooner was 
taken by pirates on 6tli April, and most of those on board mur- 
dered ; the Commander, Captain Harrison, and Dr. Waddell, 
being tied back to back and flung overboard. 

A St. Helena G.O. of 15th June, 1835, granted furlough for 
two and a half years to James Arnott, the Medical Supt., and to 
Surgeon Gordon Lorinier, and noted that, by their departure, 
the Service was reduced in ntimbers to three ; to two of whom, 
Snigeons McRitchie and Rca-d. e.xtra allowances of £85 each were 
given. The remaining officers became Colonial Surgeons, and 
the E.I. Co.’s St. Helena Medical Service came to an end. James 
Arnott was the last survivor of this Service. He took the degrees 
of M.A. in 1812 and M.l). in 1825 at Marischal College, Aberdeen ; 
was appointed Medical Superintendent at St. H('lena in 1825, 
left the island for good in 1833, and died in London, nearly half 
a century latt'r, on 4th March, 1883. 

II. The West Coast Medical Service. 

The history of the E.I. Co.’s early settlements in the Malay 
islands has beengiveji in Chap. IV, Early History, the Islands, Am- 
boyna. After the Company had withdrawn from the other islands, 
(hey concentrated their efforts on Sumatra, when^ they founded 
numerous factories and settlements along tlu‘ Soutli West coast of 
the island ; whence the name in general use, West Coast. Benc.cjolen 
was occupied in 1685, and at that settlement were built Fort 
York in 1685-87, and subsequently Fort Marlboiough in 1715. 
Other settlements on this coast were Moco JIoco, (istablished 
about 1712, Manna in 1714, and Natal in 1751. Throughout the 
first half of the eighteenth century, Sumatra was officered from 
Madras, and was subordinate to that Presidency. Service on 
the island was unpopular, and men who were not wanted at 
Madras seem to have been relegated tlrcre. In 1763, Bencoolen 
was made an independent Presidency, but twent3'-two years 
later, in 1785, it was placed rmder Bengal. Hence all the corre- 
spondence about the West Coast Medical Service went through 
the Calcutta Medical Board. Many of the officers appointed to 
the West Coast Service, after serving there for some time to the 
satisfaction of their superiors, succeeded in getting transferred ; 



88 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

in lh(; first linlf of the eighteenth century to Madras, and later on 
mostly to Bengal. 

After the I.M.S. had bc'cn constituted in 1764, up to the end 
of tlie (Ughteenth (x-nlury, the medical officers serving on' the 
W<;st Coast formed a small sei>arate Service of their own, which 
gradually died out in the first years of the nineteenth century. 
The \V est Coast Service was still maintained, but was officered 
entirely from India, chic'flv from Bimgal, with a few men from 
Madr as. Thest' men served temporarily on the West Coast, re- 
taining their places in their own Servici*. and reverting to it after 
a tour of duty in Sumatra. After 17()4, no new names, other 
than thos(' of officers of the I.M.S., appear among them. 

This Service, came to an end in 1825, the British possessions 
ill Sumatra being handed over to the Dutch from 5th July, 1825, 
in exchange for tlu' territory of Malacca, in the Malay Peninsula, 
by the Treaty of 17th March, 1824. The medical officers serving 
in Sumatra then rejoined their own Presidencies. 

III. The Prince of Wales Island Medical Service. 

The island of Penang w as ceded to the E.l. Co. in 1786 by the 
Raja of Kedah or Quedah, and wais givim the nami- of Prince of 
Wales Island. The same potentate in 1798 ceded a tract of 
country on the mainland opposite Penang, to which was given 
the name of Province Wellesley. Malacca was first occupied by 
the, Portuguese in 1511. taken from them by the Dutch in 1640, 
and taken from tlu' Dutch by the British in 1795. The Briti-sh 
retained it up till 1818, when it was given back to Holland. As 
stated abo\-e, the Treaty of 17th March, 1824. gave Sumatra to 
the Dutch in exchange for Malacca, thii Dutch also recognising 
British so\'ereignty o\a’r Singapore, which they had previously 
disputed. Singapore was occupied bj' the British in 1819, and 
formally ceded to them by the Raja of Johore in 1824. 

In 1801 it was proposed to form a fourth Presidency, besides 
those of Bengal, IMadras, and Bombay, to include the Company’s 
jiosscssions, in Further India and the islands, wdth the seat of 
Government at Penang. The post of President of the Medical 
Board was offered to Dr. McGrigor, then serving as a Medical 
Officx'i' of British troops in India.* After consideration he 

* Aulobiograbky of Sir Jatnes McGrigor, p. 165. For McGrigor see also 
Chap. XVII, Rank, p. 319. 



THE MINOR MEDICAL SERVICES 


89 


declined the offer, partly on account of the protest against their 
supersession which would have been made by tlie Company’s 
medical officers. The scheme was, to a certain extent, carried 
out, Penang being made a separate Presidency in 1803, but no 
Medical Board was ever appointed. 

The medical officers in these settlements were supplied partly 
by a small separate Service, partly by men temporarily lent from 
the other Presidencies, chiefly from Bengal. The numbers were, 
very small, <jnly some fourteen or lifteen men altogether, besides 
the men lent. 

The Asiatic Journal lor June, 1817, (page 611), contains the 
following note : — 

“ Till; Itlc'dical Establisliinent at Prince of Wales l.slanil, which h.as 
hitlierto b(;cii pr()\iileil for from the other Presidencies, is now made 
separate and pcima.ncnt. The medical gentlemen apjiointed lo that 
Pre.sideney are to rise in regular .succession to the highest .stations.” 

There had certainly, however, been a separate Service for 
these settlements, i.e. medical officers serving there wlio did not 
belong to any of the other three. Presidencies, as early as the first 
years of the nineteenth century. Tlie names are givt'n, as a 
separate Service, in Dodwell and Miles’ East India Medical List. 

G.O. No. 90 of 5th May, 1826, publislied in the Calcutta 
Gazette of 8th May, 1826, increases the strength of the Bengal 
Medical Ser^•ice by 50 men, 20 Surgeons and 30 Assistant Surgi-ons. 
The. 5th para, of this order runs as follows : — 

“ Singapore, one. of the stations enumerated by the Medical Ifoard as 
requiring an Asst. Surgeon, will be .supjilied with Medical SiTvants from 
the E.stablishment of the Incorporated Settlements of Prince of Wales 
Island, Singapore, and Jlalacca, as soon as the complement of Medical 
Servants for these Settlements shall have been furnished.” 

From 1823 to 1826, John Crawfurd, of tho Bengal Medical 
Service, was Administrator of Singapur. 

Penang, Singapur, and Malacca, were incorporated together 
in 1826. From ist May, 1830, this small Presidency was abolished, 
being placed under the Bengal Government, with as its Chief a 
Resident. Of the Companj^’s servants in these settlements the 
more senior were pensioned, some of the juniors were transferred 
to Bengal. 

In 1830 there were only four men left in the Service, one of 
whom, John James Boswell, was transferred to Bengal in that 
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year. The other three were transferred in 1831, by the follow- 
ing General Order in the Calcutta Gazette of 3rd Oct., 1831 : — 

“ The undermentioned Assistant Surgeons of the Penang Medical 
Service are transferred, under instructions from the Honorable the Court 
of Directors, to the Bengal Establishment, with rank immediately above 
Assistant Surgeon J. J. Boswell : — 

Asst. Surgeon John Campbell Boswell. 

,, ,, Adam Thompson. 

„ „ Thomas Oxley.” 

The last survivor, Thomas Oxley, retired on 20th Jan., 1857, 
and died at Southampton on 6th March, 1886, having long survived 
the other three, both in length of service and in length of years. 

One officer of this Service attained some note, Charles Mac- 
kinnon. He was appointed to the China Service in 1806, but 
probably never joined, being transferred to Prince of Wales 
Island the same year. He retired on 14th November, 1821, was 
elected M.P. for Ipswich in 1826, 1830 and 1831, and died at 
Beauvais in France on 19th Nov., 1834. 

These settlements were supplied with medical officers from 
Bengal for the next thirty-seven years, until in April, 1867, they 
were removed from the control of the Indian Government and 
incorporated into a Crown Colon}’, under the name of Straits 
Settlements, by Acts 29, 30, Victoria, cap. 115. 

IV. The China Medical Service. 

The China Ser\'ice was the smallest of all, and consisted of 
never more than two men at one time, serving in the Company’s 
factories at Canton and Macao. The East India Company never 
owmed any territory in China. Hongkong was taken possession 
of by the British in Jan., 1841, and formally ceded by the Treaty 
of Nankin in 1842. 

The Company’s first voyage to China was made by the London, 
which left Surat for Macao in April, 1635.* Macao had been 
occupied by the Portuguese nearly a century before, in 1545, and 
ceded to them in 1586. The Dutch had settled a factory in 
Formosa in 1607. The E.I. Co.’s first factories in China were 
Tywan or Taiwan, in Formosa, founded in 1670-71, and abandoned 
in 1682-83 • Tonquin, founded in 1672, abandoned 30th Nov., 
1697 ; and Amoy, founded 1679, captured by the Chinese in 
1680, and not reopened. The Company’s frigate Eaton reached 

* Foster, English Factories in India, 1634-36, p. xi. 



THE MINOR MEDICAL SERVICES 91 

Chusaii on iith Oct., 1700, and tried unsuccessfully to trade with 
Ningpo and Nankin. Attempts were made to found a factory at 
Chusan in 1704, 1709, 1735, 1753, 1756, and 1759, but without 
success. The factory at Canton w'as established in 1715. In 
1757 all English trade was confined to that port. 

A Fort Wilham General Letter of 5th April, 1783, contains in 
paras. .167 and 168, the following reference to a late Surgeon of 
the Canton factory : — 

“ 167. M*" Abraham Leslie, late Surgeos to the Factory at Canton, 
presented a memorial complaining of oppressions whicli he suffered in a 
long and unmerited imprisonment from the Portuguese Government at 
Macao, and praying our interference to obtain redress. As it appeared, 
from his own state of the case, that his confinement at Macao was occ;isioned 
by his violent and unjustifiable conduct towards the CUiinesc at Canton, 
and the consequent necessity of removing him thence; at the requisition 
of the Mandarines, we did not think it proper to countenance his complaint. 

" 168. M*" Leslie j^roduced the most favourable Certificates from the 
Supercargoes and others of his qualifications and conduct as a Surgeon 
at Canton, and petitioned to be admitted into the Service here as youngest 
Surgeon, but your orders to the Supercargoes concerning him prevented 
our receiving him in any capacity. Coiis. 13'** March.” 

The statute of 55 George III, cap. 155, in 1813, abolished the 
Company's monopoly of trade with India, but left them with 
that of the China trade. Acts HI and IV of William IV, cap. 85, 
in 1833, abolished their trade altogether. Their factories in China 
were closed, and the China Medical Service came tti an end. 
Most of the members of the Company’s China Service, serving in 
the Canton factory, were transferred to the Indian Civil Service. 

From 1756 to 1834 only some twelve or fifteen names appear 
in the lists of Surgeons serving in China, and of these few, two 
seem never to have joined. The last medical officer appointed 
to Canton was a man of some mark, Thomas Richardson Colledgc. 
Born in 1796, he joined the Canton Factory in 1831. When the 
Company withdrew from China, he continued to serve at Canton 
under the Crovm, but returned to England in 1841, when his 
appointment of Surgeon to the Canton Consulate was abolished. 
He settled at Cheltenham, where he lived for 38 years, and died 
there on the 28th Oct., 1879. 1839 he took the degree of M.D. 

of King’s College, Aberdeen; became F.R.C.P., Edinburgh, in 
1840 ; F.R.S., Edinburgh, in 1844, and F.R.C.S., England, in 
1853. While still serving in China, in 1837, he founded the 
Medical Missionary Society of China. 
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Ceylon was first occupied b}^ the Portuguese in 1507. They 
were dispossessed bj' the Dutch about a century and a half later. 
When England was at war with France, and consequently with 
Holland also, at the end of tlie eighteenth century, the E.I. Co. 
sent an expedition to Ce3’lon, and seized the Dutch settlements 
there, in 1796, and annexed them to the Madras Presidency. 
Five years later, in 1801, the}’’ handed over Ceylon to the British 
Government, and it became a Crown Colony. Up to that date, 
howev'er, Portuguese, Dutch, and English possessions, in Ceylon, 
were only a strip ahmg the seacoast, with a few scattered settle- 
ments. The Company never constituted any separate Service 
for Ceylon, which, while thc}’^ held it, was considered part of the 
Madras lYesidency, and olheered from Madras. 

Madras Mily. Cons, of 25th Sept., 1798 (Vol. CCXLII) record 
the appointment of Mr. J. Ewart, of the King’s Arm}’, as Physician 
to the Forces, and Inspector General of Hospitals in Ceylon- 
The Comjiany’s medical officers in Ceylon served under this 
officer up to 1801. 

History repeats itself ; and during the last ten years regi- 
ments of the Indian Army, with officers of the I.M.S. in medical 
charge, ha\'e again been serving in Ceylon, as well as in Singapur, 
Hongkong, and China. 

One medical officer, however, whose name does not appear 
in the Madras list, appears to have been appointed to Ceylon by 
the Company. Thomas Christie was born in 1773, educated at 
Aberdeen University, and entered Ihi* Company’s Service in 1797, 
being posted to Trincomali. In 1800 he was appointed Superin- 
tendent of Military Hospitals in Co}'lon. His services appear to 
have been taken over by the British Government, for he remained 
in Ceylon until 1810, serving in the war against the King of 
Kandy in 1803. In 1810 he went home, and in the following 
year he settled in practice at Cheltenham, where he died on iith 
Oct., 1829. He was appointed Physician Extraordinary to the 
Prince Regent in 1813. 

The Cat>e of Good Hope was first occupied by the Dutch 
about 1631, and taken by England in 1795. The E.I. Co. never 
governed the Cape, but kept an Agent there till 1835, and made 
great use of the Colony as a sanitarium for their officers, Military 
and Civil, on sick leave. 



CHAPTER XXVH 


THE UNCOVENANTED AND SUBORDINATE MEDICAL 

SERVICES ’ 


“ The backbone of the Army is tJie noncommissiom-d inau ! ” 

KirLiNG, 'L'he Heathen, Sewn 


L The Uncovenanted Medical Service. 

Even so early as the end of the eighti‘enth centuiy we find in- 
stances of European medical men. not menibtas of tlie Company's 
regular Mt'dical Service, practising in India, and, in some cast's, 
holding appointments under Ciovenimcmt. Dr. Rowland Ja(‘,kson, 
a member tif the Royal College of Piiysicians, London, was granted 
permission to practise in Bengal, in a l(‘tl(‘r from the Court of 
Directors, dated 4th July, 1777, and came o\it to Calcutta in lht‘. 
following year. In those days, and indeed u]) It) a much later date, 
the physician, both socially and jinifessionaLly, stood distinctly 
higher in position than the surgeon. Soon after his arri\ al, Dr. 
Jackson reciuestcd the Bengal Governnu.'nt to (‘m])loy liim as 
Physician to tlu? Company, and Inspector of the Company's 
hospitals, the Company’s mcdital officers being only Surgeons. 
This application, from a new-c(mier in tlie coiintrj', to be* placed 
practically at the head of the Bengal Medical Service, naturally 
excited great indignation among the officers of the regular Sf'rvice. 
A petition, signed by fourteen officers,* protesting against any 
such appointment, was sent to Surgeon G(^neral Daniel Campbell, 
and by him forwarded tt) Government. This petition may be 
seen in the Cons, of 26th April, 1779. The petitioners state that 
they have heard a rumour that Dr. Rowland Jackson is to be 
appointed Physician to the Company ; that such an appointment 
is unprecedented, and derogatory to the whole body of Surgeons 

• R. Knight, D. Urquhart, T. Gillies, J. Kerr, J. Lynd, Jas. Stark, C. Francis, 
J. Hunter, A. Carnegy, A. Ross, J. Robertson, John Stark, A. Hotchkiss, W. F. 
Gardner. 
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in the Sen’ice, who have hitherto carried out both medical and 
surgical duties. 

The Cons, of 30th April, 1779, contain minutes by the different 
members of Council on this petition. 

A minute by the Governor General, Warren Hastings, suggests 
that Dr. Jackson be appointed Physician Extraordinary to the 
Presidency, on a salary of [blank] per month ; to be called in 
as a consultant to the hospital or private patients, but not to be 
on the strength of the establishment. 

Sir Eyre Coote, the , Commander-in -Chief, had no objection 
to allow Dr. Jackson a stipend — 

" provided it does no injury to gentlemen against whom there has been 
no complaint for want of capacity in their profession, :i.nd manj’ of whom 
from long experience must be sufficiently qualified to discharge the par- 
ticular functions of their stations.” 

Mr. Francis approved of Dr. Jackson’s Ix'ing employed, and 
would prefer that — 

" the motion had gone further and assigned him a direct inspection over 
the hospitals, which 1 conceive might be done without the smallest dimi- 
nution of credit or emolument to the surgeons. 'J he offices of surgeon and 
physician are in my judgment totally distinct.” 

Mr. Wheler agreed with Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Barwell disapproved. He had no objection to giving 
Dr. Jackson a salarj^ but without authorit}? over the members 
of the Service. He quoted ;i similar case in which great opposition 
had been made, in 1760 or 1761, to the appointment of a phy.sician 
named Banks,* who finally joined as a Surgeon, like others. 

In the Cons, of 13th May, 1779, Dr. Jackson was appointed 
“ Medical Attendant to the Civil and Military Servants of the 
Company, when called upon,” on a salary of Rs.6oo a month, 
with Rs.200 house-rent. He was subsequently appointed 
Physician to the Jail. He died in Calcutta on 29th March, 
1784. His tombstone may still be seen in South Park Street 
Cemetery. 

After Jackson's death his widow applied for a pension from 
Lord Clive’s Fund. The Bengal Council strongly recommended 
her claim, in paras. 63 to 65 of a Fort William General Letter, 
dated 23rd August, 1784. 

* No other reference to this Dr. Banks has been traced. 
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*' Rowland Jackson died the 29'*' March. His widow solicits to 
be admitted to the benefit of Lord Clive*s Pension. Doctor Jackson was 
Physician to the Settlement, on which his widow founds her plea to be 
admitted to the benefit of the Pension on tlic same footing as the widows 
of Military Surgeons. Jackson’s claim warmly recommended.” 

This recommendation from the Bengal Council would scorn 
to show that they, at least, considered Dr. Jackson as a regular 
member of the Establishment. The Court, however, refused to 
admit Mrs. Jackson’s claim, as shown by par.i. 281^ of a Seend 
Letter from Fort William, dated 23rd Aug., 1786. 

“ Widow of Jackson. Court’s l^esolulion not to allow her the Pension 
cannot bo communicated to her. .sh<^ being sailed for lCiiroj)e." 

The C.G. of 6th June, 1811, contains a notice of the death 
of Dr. John Buirette,* Police Surgeon, Caicnila; and that of 
24th Oct., 1816, notes the death “ at Monghier, lately,” of Dr. 
Francis de Souzn, M.D., late Police Surgeon. The appointment 
of Police Surgt'on, Calcutta, was held by uncoven.inted medi<uil 
oflicers until a comjraratively recent tinu' ; about 1878 it was 
combined with that of Snperiulcndent of lh(! Campbell Hos])ital, 
when the late Dr. S. C. Mackenzie succeeded Dr. C. T. O. Wood- 
ford as Police' Surgeon. These two posts we're again separated 
towards the end e»f iejo6, when an eifhccr eif the I.M.S. was ap- 
peiinted Peilice Surgeem. In Bombay this appeiintmemt is held 
by ;i medical officer whei is neit a member ed the Servieu'. 

The regular Uneeiveiianted Medical Service seems tei have- 
crept into existe-nce gradually during the second quarter etf the' 
nineteenth century. No feirmeil eirdcr cemstituting such a Service; 
appears to be in existence. The Court was always extremely 
jealous of any attempt em the part e)f the Govenimenls whei 
represented them in India tei make appointments to any ed the 
commissioned or covenanted Services, Civil, Military, eir Medical. 
The Medical Service was naturally tin; one in which sucli local 
appointments were most often made, as the number of medical 
officers was always only just sufficient to fill the sanctioned posts, 
and to provide for a small proportion absent on furlough. Conse- 
quently, whenever any sudden demand arose, from war, famine, 
or pestilence, for extra medical officers, the regular service was 
found insufficient in numbers to cope with the emergency. To 
apply for more men from home w-as of little use, owing to the length 

* For Buirette, sec Chap. XXXII, War Services. 
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of time required for communication between India and England. 
On sewral such occasions, in the Maisur and Maratha wars of 
1780-81, the third Maratha war of 1817-18, and the first Burmese 
war of 1824-25, the Indian Government made numerous local 
appointments of Assistant Surgeons. On the first occasion, the 
Court ordered the removal of all the locally appointed men, and 
filled their places bj' men sent out from home, but allowed the 
local men lo enter again, junior to the new ai)pointments, as 
vacan(-ies occurred. On the s(!Cond and third occasions the 
Court insisted on the removal of all the locally appointed men. 
About half of them managed to obtain commissions in the regular 
way, by nomination at l»ome, and kept their place's ; the others, 
who vv«'re not so fortunate, were gradually struck off. In the 
first Cliina war of 1840-42, a number of similar appointments 
wen; made, but the men so appointed were not shown in the 
Army Lists, as they had been on tlu* earlier occasions, as part 
of till* n’gular Serviia', but were considered as only leinp()raril37 
engaged. 

But, while the}' could not make appointments to th(' regular 
commissioned Medical Service, the Indian Government appear to 
have found it feasible to make a])p()intment.s to a local and 
inferior or unc(jveiianted Medical Service, which thus graduall}' 
giew into existence. Medical officers were thus locallj' appointed 
to some of the smaller civil stations, not recognised as regular 
collectorates, and to the; regiments composing various irregular 
forces, such as the Gwalior contingent. Man}' of the ollicers thus 
appointed succeeded in time in getting nominated as Assistant 
Surgeons, and so entering the commissioned Service. Two un- 
covenanted medical i)llicers subsequently became professc»rs in 
the Calcutta Medical College. R. O’Shaughnessy served as 
Demonstrator of Anatomy from 1S39 to 1841, got a commission 
as Assistant Surgeon on 4th Dec., 1841, became Professor of 
Surgery in 1845, and held that post till he went on furlough in 
1859, retiring on 4th May, i860. Surgeon Major S. C. G. Chucker- 
butty served as an uncovenanted officer from 1850 to 1854, when 
he went to- England, and entered the I.M.S. at the first com- 
petitive examination for commissions therein, on 24th Jan., 
1855. He became Professor of Materia Medica in 1864, and held 
that post till he went on furlough in 1874, dying in London on 
29th Sept., 1874. 
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A despatch from the Secretary of Stale, No. 61 of i6th April, 
1863, published in I.M.D. Cm-s. No. 14 of 23rd June. 1863, makes 
these appointments pensionable. 

Uncovenanted medical officers may be admitted to the benefits ot 
the Uncovenanted Service Pension Kules. as recommended by your 
Government.” 

After the Mutiny, during the period of four and a-lialf years, 
1860-64, when no recruits were admitted to the I.M.S., the 
number of Uncovenanted medical officers employed considerably 
increased. But the substitution of Unc&vcnanted for Commis- 
sioned medical officers was not found, in practice, to be a success. 
This result was only natural, considering the low rate of pay, 
and the poor prospects. The result was economy, but economy 
at the expense of efficiency. The same cause would have pro- 
duced the same effect, had the proposals made nearly fifty years 
later, in 1909, ever been carried out to any extenl. 

The evil effects of this false e('onomy are very plainly set 
out in the 6th para, of the: report <:»f the Commission of r866 on 
the [MUy. Dept, Proc., May, 1866). In paras. 62 and 63 of 

the same report, proposals were made for ihe improvement of 
the pay and prospects of the Uncovenanted Medical Service, 
proposals which weni soon after carried into effect. 

“ C. In consequence of the Home Government having ceased, for the 
last five years, to send out Assistant Surgeons upon the Indian Medical 
Esttiblishmcnt, the authorized numbers have, in some instances, b(?(;ome 
so reduced, that, in order to meet the requirements of the public service, it 
has been found necessary, more especially in Bengal, to entertain as Civil 
Surgeons any medical men offering to accept service under the local 
Governments. 

” The arrangement has not been found to work altogether satisfactorily. 
Medical men so employed have been known to resign their appointments 
ratlier than leave particular stations, thus causing embarrassment in the 
administration of the Medical Department and inconvenience to the public 
service. A more serious consideration is, that a body of uncovenanted 
officers of this class cannot be held available as a military reserve in cases 
of emergency. In the late military operations in Bhootan, the Commission 
understands that there was much difficulty in suj>plying a sufficiency of 
Medical Officers for the force, partly owing to the fact that the uncovenanted 
surgeons temporarily engaged for civil duties could not be ordered to serve 
otherwise than in a civil capacity. Bruce has related an instance of 
an officer of this class in charge of a Police Corps in Bhootan, who, finding 
the charge irksome, resigned his appointment, and left his charge in the 
field without waiting to be relieved, 

” The pecuniary advantages to Government do not appear to be 
H.I.M.S. — VOL. II. H 
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sufficient to counterbalance the inconveniences we have noted. From 
a Return before us it would appear that the emoluments of these officers 
including extra allowances, average about Rs./joo a month. They are 
also entitled to leave and pension in accordance with the regulations 
laid down for the uncovenanted Civil Service. 

One economy results from their employment, viz. that their services 
are generally temporary, liable to be dispensed with at the pleasure of 
Government. 

" The fixed rates of pay sanctioned for these officers are not such as 
to attract a well qualified class of candidates. The iincovcn^nted Civil 
Surgeons now in Government employ are mostly dissatisfied with their 
position and prospects, and have memorialised tlie State to sanction a 
higher scale of pay, ranging from 300 to 700 Rupees a month, and graduated 
according to length of service. The memorial has been strongly supported 
by the Bengal Government, and w’c are of opinion that even to retain 
those now in the service, it will be necessary to concede in substance all 
that they have asked for. 

)|c * * >|t He 

62. The scale of pay already given is intended for officers of the 
covenanted service only. 'J'here are at the present time about thirty 
uncovenanted Surgeons holding civil medical charges, chi ell y under the 
Government of Bengal. We suggest that these appointments should 
ultimately be filled up by officers belonging to the regular service, but 
meanwhile we would recommend the issue of a graduated scale of pay 
to those already entertained. The present system aj^pears to be that no 
uncovenanted medical officer is to receive more than tlirec hundred rupees 
per mensem, but we observe tliat many draw higher salaries, the difference 
being made up by sjiecial allowances for police, dispensaries, &c. 

63. We would suggest for the consideration of the Government of 
India, that the present is a fitting opportunity for laying down a suitable 
scale of salaries for officers of this class, and for abolishing extra allowances. 
This scale wc propose to apply also to members of the Subordinate Medical 
Establishment who may be selected for the medical charge of civil stations, 
under such rules as may be determined upon hereafter. 

The scale wc recommend is as follow^s : — 

Uncovenanted Surgeons (employed in the Civil Department). 

Below 5 years' service .... Rs.330 per mensem 
Above 5 and under 10 . . . .430 ,, ,, 

10 15 - . • 550 

„ 15 .. „ upwards , . 700 „ 

“ These consolidated sums arc in lieu of all extras, travelling and 
deputation allowance only excepted." 

Rules regarding the Uncovenanted Medical Service were 
published in Govt, of India, Home Dept., No. 1/77-84 of 17th 
March, 1885, and are quoted in LM,D, Circs, of 1885. They 
run as follows : — 

“ With reference to paragraph 2 of Resolution of the Government of 
India in the Home Department (Medical), No. 17/481-494, dated 31*"^ 
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October, 1884.* the following rules are prescribed for uncovenanted medical 
officers in the Bengal Presidency. 

Uncovenanted medical ofiiccrs arc engaged, as occasion arises, to 
fill the appointments specified in the Resolution above cited. 

'‘2. Candidates who desire to enter the service should apply to have 
their names recorded in the office of the Surgeon General with the Govern- 
ment of India, where a register for this purpose will be kept. 

' “3. Candidates may be of any nationality, but must be licentiates or 
graduates in medicine and surgery, and must produce satisfactory evidence 
that they bear a good character, and that they are physically fit for the 
service. 

"4. Candidates, as a rule, must not excecfj 28 yccirs of age. 

“5. Assistant surgeons may be made uncovenanted medical officers 
by selection. 

6. IJncovcnanted medical officers in the Bengal Presidency will all 
be borne on one list, and all additiojis to this list, as well as tlie distribution 
to particular provinces, will bo made by the Government of India on the 
recommendation of the Surgeon General. 

*‘7. Transfers from one charge to another within any juovinee will 
vest with the I.ocal Government concerned, but no uiicovenanled medical 
officer can be transferred from one i)rovince to another, except by the 
Government of India. 

“ 8. 'Fhe following is the scale of consolidated salarie.s for unco\'cnanted 
medical officers when in medical charge of civil stations : — 

Below 5 years of service ..... Rs.350 ])er mensem. 

Above 5 and under 10 years of ai.>proved scTvice . „ 430 ,, 

Above 10 and under 15 years of approved service ,, 550 ,, ,, 

Above 15 years . . . . . . 700 ,, ,, 

“ This .scale of salary is to be considered as payment in full for all 
official medical and sanitary duties, inclusive of those appertaining to 
dispensaries and police, etc., save that for the medical charge of a. lunatic 
asylum, or a college, or for the administrative charge of a jail, the extra 
allowance admissiVfie to a covenanted medical officer for the like charge 
will be given. Travelling allowance will also be given under the rules 
prescribed in the Civil Travelling Allowance Code 

9. An uncovenanted medical officer not holding a substantive appoint- 
ment, if appointed to the medical charge of a civil stcilioii for whicli an 
uncovenanted medical officer or a covenanted medical officer is authorised, 
shall be allowed an aggregate acting allowance of Rs.350 per mensem. 

“10. The service of an uncovencinted medical officer tow'ards the 
periodical increments of pay reckons from the deite of his permanent 
appointment to the medical charge of a civil station. 

“ II. An uncovenanted medical officer, in permanent medical charge 
of a civil station, is allowred to count towards the periodical increase of 
pay the time passed in medical charge of a Government steamer. 

''12. As regards leave and pension, uncovenanted medical officers 
come under the rules applicable to the uncovenanted service of Government 
generally.*' 

* This resolution gave a list of all medical appointments in India, specifying 
which were reserved for covenanted and uncovenanted officers respectively. 
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Previous to the publication of the above rules, appointments 
to the Uncovenanted Medical Service had been made direct by 
the provincial Local Governments, and the officers so appointed 
had not been considered liable to transfer to other provinces. 

Officers of this Service were, known as civil medical officers, 
the title of Civil Surgeons being only applied to commissioned 
officers, up to 1003, when Govt, of India, Home Dept., Resolution 
No. 405-418, .Medical, of 21st April, 1903, extended the title of 
Civil Surgeon to all medical officers holding civil s\irgeoncies, 
covenanted and uncovehanted alike. 

As an instance of a successful career in this Service we may 
mention tliat of Sir John William Tyler, bom in 1839, who 
served in the Nortli-West, now the United Provinces, for many 
years as Supcrinlt'ndent of Agra Jail, subsequently as Inspector 
General of Jails. He was made a C.I.E. in 1886, and knighted 
in 1888. He retired in July, 1896, and died in London on 12th 
May, 1913. 

This Service is now gradually djung out, no new appoint- 
ments having been made since the last decade of the nineteenth 
century. 


II.— The Subordinate Medical Services. 

From very early times the Company’s medical officers employed 
indigenous assistants in their hospitals. These assistants, at first, 
were merely nativt; servants trained locally to act as dressers, 
under the immediate supervision of their superiors. Up to the 
middle of the eighteenth century such native servants, and 
occasional European soldiers told off to help in the hospitals, who 
gradually learned to act as apothecaries, were the only medical 
subordinates employed. 

From such small beginnings sprang the present subordinate 
medical services. Of these, exclusive of the Civil Apothecaries 
in Madras, now gradually dying out, there are four — 

The Military Assistant Surgeons. 

The Civil Assistant Surgeons. 

The Military Hospital Assistants, (now Sub- Asst. Surgeons). 

The Civil Hospital Assistants, (now Sub- Asst. Surgeons). 

Native medical subordinates appear to have been employed 
from a very early time. A letter from President Fremlen at 
Surat to the Company, dated 9th Dec., 1639, states that he has 
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satisfied the claims of “ our Banyan doctor ” for money lent to 
tliree European servants at that factory.* This native doctor’s 
name was Odor Butt, i.e. Adhar Bhatt. A later letter from 
Fremlen, dated 27th Jan., 1641/42, reports that he has required 
the Banyan doctor to refund the interest paid him, which he said 
he was unable to do, as he was only an agent in the loan, and 
had passed on the money to the actual lenders, who refused to 
return* what they considered justly due to them.! This loan, 
apparently, was an early instance of a benami transaction. 

In the Dianes of Slrcynsham Masteu, (Vol. I, p. 431), is given 
the name, Nilchand or Nilkanth, of an Indian doctor employed 
at Hughli factory in 1676. 

That an Indian doctor was employed at Fort St. David as 
early as 1690 is shown by an entry in the Fort St. David Cons, for 
30th Oct., I740.J One Numshivia put in a petition that he and 
his father Sht vandavadum had served the Companj' as physicians, 
at Fort St. David and Conimeer, for over fifty years. His father 
used to receive two pagodas a month, and he one pagoda as 
assistant. After his father's death, he succeeded to his place, 
and had now served over fifty years, and had grown old. Hc 
asked that his son, who was capable of acting as physician, and 
had acted as assistant for several years, might be granted a 
salary of one pagoda a month. His request was granted. 

A black hospital assistant is mentioned as serving in the 
Bombay Hospital in i70i.§ 

In the Bombay Cons, of loth Dec., 1741, is mentioned the 
appointment of one Morar Purvoe as Mato in the hospital, vice 
Balloo. It is stated that he attends constantly and is useful in 
making up the Doctor’s prescriptions. His pay was at the 
same time raised from twelve to sixteen rupees a month, the 
amount drawn by his predecessor. This note is interesting as 
using for a native doctor the title " hospital mate,” usually given 
to a European Assistant Surgeon. 

An entry in the Bombay Cons, of 8th April, 1760, speaks of 
a ” country doctor ” employed in the Company’s factory at 
Scindy (Sind). 

The Bombay Cons, of 30th June 1738, || contain a list of the 

* Foster, English Factories in India, 1637-41, p. 202. 
t Ibid. 1642-45. p. 14. 

I Factory Records, Fort St. David, Vol. V, 1740-46. 

§ See Chap. VI, Early History, Surat, Persia, Bombay, and the West, 
ii Bombay Gazetteer, Vol. XXVI, Part 111 , pp. 547 and 548. 
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subordinate staff of the Bombay Hospitals, as it existed, and also 
a new scale then introduced. 


Present scale. 

Rs. 

Apothecary . . . . .10 

Black assistant ...... 6 

Black doctor to Regiment . . . .12 

Black doctor at Malum .... 6 

Proposed scale. 

Ks. 

Apothecary t . . . .10 

Mato . . . . . . .10 

Four assistants . . . . . .22 

Two assi.stant.s for going abroad . . .12 


The hospital assistants’ pay is fixed at si.x rupees, and that 
of out-door assistants at Rs.8, sums which do not lit into the 
proposed scale given above, so apparently must have been in 
addition to it. 

The pay seems very small, but was not out of proportion to 
that of medical officers. In the previous year, the Cons, of 5th 
Aug., 1837, contain a petition from Assistant Surgeon Peachey, 
that he had sorv'ed for several years, and never received more, 
than Rs.24 per month. The Board declined to increase Dr. 
Peachey’s pay, but gave him a gratuity of Rs.400, equal to about 
eight rupees a month for all the time he had served. He would 
seem, therefore, to have served for a little over fiiur j'ears. 

Wlien the Company raised a standing army, native medical 
attendants were appointed to each corps and regiment. 

In the Bengal Muster Rolls, Vol. I, 1718-1771, is contained a 
document entitled “ A General Return of the Land Forces in the 
Kingdom of Bengal and Province of Bahar, under the command 
of Colonel Eyre Cootc, November ist, 1761.” This document 
bears Coote’s autograph at the foot, in a laige almost upright 
hand. Seventeen " black doctors ” are shown on the strength of 
the Bengal Army. 

A return of the Company’s Bengal Army, dated 21st Jan., 
1762, quoted in Broome’s History of the Bengal Army, {Appendix, 
p. xxxi), gives nineteen " black doctors ” to a grand total of 8,338 
rank-and-file, or about two per battalion of a thousand men. 
Another return, on page xxxvii, six pages further on, gives the 
troops under the command of Captain Peter Carstairs at Patna on 
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30th April, 1763, and shows two battalions, the 2nd and 3id, each 
with a strength, including officers, of 1,090 men, and three “ black 
doctors ” ; while a third battalion, the 5th, had two " black 
doctors ” to 529 men. Four years later, in 1767, the Madras 
Government sanctioned the appointment of a native doctor, on 
the pay of a havildar, to each battalion of sepoys.* At the end 
of 1785, a native doctor was attached to each battalion of native 
infantry, on Rs.31 per month, a sepoy’s pay plus stoppages, f 
In Jan., 1788, native dressers were appointed to each native 
cavalry regiment on 10 pagodas, or Rs.35 per month, a trooper’s 
pay plus stoppages. t Those in the Infantry got pagodas, or 
about 21 rupees, a inontli, a private’s pay plus .stoppages. These 
subordinates seem to have established their claim to be con- 
sidered pensionable servants before the end of the eighteenth 
centurJ^ The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 8th 
April, 1797, contain a letter from Assistant-Surgeon G. Fraser, of 
the 2nd Battalion, 2nd N. I., stationed at Kishanganj, in which he 
recommends Ramnath, Brahman, native doctor of the Battalion, 
for pension, and gives a certificate that he has served for twenty- 
six years. The S.S. of Barhampur, Walter Ross Munro, forwarded 
the letter to the Medical Board, with a recommendation that 
they woidd lay before the Commander-in-Chief “ the justice of 
including that uscfid class of servants, the native doctors, in the 
benefits of the invalid establishment.” The claim stx'ius to have 
been admitted, for the Proceedings of the same; Board of 13th Sept., 
1798, note that the native doctor of the 2nd Battalion, 2nd N.I., 
has lately been invalided, and that another native doctor is 
required in his place. 

A Political Letter from Madras, dated 15th Marcli, 1811, 
states in 23iiras. 313, 314, that Native Dressers are continued on 
the Pension List on half pay, five pagodas a month. These 
Native Dressers in Madias corresponded to the Black Doctors 
of Bengal, and to the Military Sub-Assistant Surgeons of the 
present day. 

A Military Subordinate Medical Department seems to have 
crept into existence, in the Madras Presidency, soon after the 
middle of the eighteenth century. No definite orders sanctioning 

♦ Wilson, History of Madras Army, Vol. I, p. 267 ; and Mily Cons., 19th 
March, 1767. 

t Ibid. II., 17G. 
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such an institution appear to exist. Indeed, the Service seems to 
have owed its existence to the energy of individual medical 
officers, who trained private soldiers and Eurasians to assist 
them in their hospital work. At first, such assistance was paid 
for by the medical officers themselves, out of the allowances given 
for the upkeep of their hospitals. Gradually, the best of these 
Assistants were taken on to the paid cstabhshment of the Medical 
Dept., imder the title of Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

There are many allusions to officers of this class in the Madras 
Mily. Cons. The first Inentioned by name seems to be Charles 
Casimir, who was appointed on 5th Jan., 1770, He held the post 
of Assistant to the Medical Storekeeper throughout his service, and 
died at Madras on 14th May, 1792. He, however, seems to have 
been in a better position than the others, having been appointed 
direct by Government. On 5th Aug., 1781, the Native Surgeon 
at Tellicherri asked that liis pay might be increased to thirty 
rupees a month. This appears to have been a civil post. Telli- 
cherri and Anjengo were officered from Bombay, but received 
orders through Madras. On 24th Dec., 1784, John Nor, Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon of the Bombay force which had served in the 
second Maisur war, asked to be paid fifty rupees a month, his 
Bombay rate of pay, which was allowed. This entry shows that 
a similar class was then recognised at Bombay. 

In the Mily. Cons, of 5th Dec., 1786, the Madras Council ordered 
the Hospital Board to submit a list of Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 
The Board submitted the list on 20th Dec. with a minute stating 
that their number was small, and that many of them had served 
with credit, and recommending that they should continue to be 
employed, their pay being only ten pagodas a month each. This 
list is not given in the Cons. The Mily. Cons, of 4th March, 1788, 
however, contain a list of the whole Madras Medical Dept., sub- 
mitted by the Hospital Board, which includes Sub- Assistant 
Surgeons. There were only seven in all, two of whom were 
pensioned within the next few months, Davies on 27th Dec. and 
de Roza on 27th June, 1788. The grant of pensions shows that 
they must have served for a good many years. Three of the 
seven had been private soldiers, four were country bom. The 
list is as follows : — 

” John Crawford, Masulipatam Hospital, a private in the Honblc Company's 
Service. 
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Francis Laptou, Madras Hospital, a nativx ul India, appointed a Sub- 
Assistant by M' Wynch at the recommendation oi M'' Lucas, to 
whom he had served his regular apprenticeship. 

Mich' Rencontre, Chingleput, born in India, from his assiduity in that 
line, appointed a Sub Assistant. 

James Patterson, Trichinopoly Hospital, came oul a iirivatc, and is now 
returned as a Matross in the 2nd Battalion Artillery. 

And" Davies, Vellore Hospital, a private in the Hon'’'" Company’s Service. 

John P,3schall, Vellore Hospital, born in India and apprenticed to M*^ 
Gahagan. 

Domingo Vancloster dc Roza, Madras Hospital, a native Portuguese, 
formerly apprentice to M'' Raine.” • 

It will be noticed that Ctisimir’s name, though he was serving 
at the time, is not included in the list. Inestimably he hold a 
position superior to the others, rather that of an Uncovenanted 
th.'ui a Subordinate oflicer. 

St)me of the medical officers whose names apjiear in the 
Bombay Army Lists seem to have been practically only sub- 
ordinates. Three Assistant Surgeons in the Bombay List arc 
called " unranked assistant surgeons, not to rise.” They were, 
Christian Mathias Kehn, or Kiln, entered Dec., 1772, Gabriel 
Alvarez, entered March, 1786, and William Schott, entered 1799. 
From their names, they appear not to have been Englishmen. 
None of the three ever rose to the rank of Surgeon, though the 
first two served for thirty and twenty j^ears respectively. A 
letter from the Bombay Council, to the newly established Hospital 
Board, dated ist Sept., 1787, .sanctions tlu^ appointment of Gabriel 
Alvarez as a mate in the Sejioy Hospital, but states that in jioint 
of rank and pay he is to be considered as a native assistant 
only. 

The Madras Mily. Cons, of 8th April, 1771, contain a list of 
medical officers employed in that Presidency, which includes 
eighteen Surgeons, four Mates, and six " Assistants in the Hospital, 
not to rise.” * These last six, at first sight, would seem to have 
been men of a class corresponding to those afterwards called Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons. This, however, was not the case. Four of the 
six were debarred from promotion because they were foreigners ; 
three Frenchmen, Tenier, Buret (Buirette), and Suffrein, and one 
Portuguese, Antonio Simoens, showm in this list as Simmons. 
The last eventually was promoted to Surgeon. The other two were 
Terence Gahagan and Swallow. Gahagan also was promoted* 

,.#= * Quoted in Wilson’s History of the Madras Army, Vol. I, p. 338. 
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in time, and rose with such efEect that he became President of 
the Medical Board and head of the Madras Service.* 

A subordinate class also existed in Bengal, though not many 
references to them occur in the Records. Nicola, or Nicholas, 
Anderson’s dresser at Patna, has already been mentioned in 
Chap. XII, William Fullerton, and the -Patna Massacre. He, 
however, seems to have been a native. The Bengal M ily.^ M inutes 
of Council of 5th April, 1779, contain a petition from WiUiam 
Pinhom, stating that he has served for nine years as dresser and 
dispenser in the hospital of tlie first Brigade, and asking for 
increase of paj'. Andrew Williams, Surgeon Major of the Brigade, 
recommended him for the allowances of an Assistant Surgeon or 
Conductor, and Brigadier General Stibbert for those of Con- 
ductor. The result is not stated. Two years later, in the Cons- 
of 17th Sept., 1781, Surgeon General Daniel Campbell recom- 
mended Pinliorn for appointment as Assistant Surgeon, but 
without success. 

In 1802 a scheme was formulated in Bombay for training 
native doctors to serve on the cruizers of the Bombay Marine. 
This scheme was reported in para. 104 of a Bombay Public Letter, 
dated 5th Feb., 1803. 

" Medical JBoanl have been pcniiittcd to admit tin- Sons ol biativc.s 
as Apprentices into the private Dispensary who wlicn duly qualilied are 
to bo appointed to the .smaller Cruizers at 30 Its. j). Month which will 
enable them to attach the European Surgeons to the Army’ or to such other 
Departments as may require their service.^.” 

An early instance of a ntitivc serving as Surgeon in the Bombay 
Marine tippears in the Bombay Cons, of 12th Sept., 1750, which 
contain an inquiry into the capture, off Ghariti, of the Restoration 
grab by Angria’s fleet, consisting of five grabs and thirty-seven 
gallivats. Among the Proceedings is the evidence of Dowjee, 

;i Moorman, wLo acted as Surgeon of the Restoration. 

A.— The Military Subordinate Medical Department.— 
The military sub-medical department in Bengal appears to have 
been definitely constituted in the first years of the nineteenth 
century. A general order, dated 15th June, 1812, published in 
the C.G. of 2nd July, 1812, approves of a plan submitted by the 
Medical Board for training boj's from the Upper and Low'er 


• See Chap. XXill, Adminisiraiion, the Medical Boards^ Vol. II, pp. 20-22. « 
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Orphan Schools and from the Free School, as compounders and 
dressers, and ultimately as Apothecaries and Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons. This appears to be the earliest use of the title Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon in Bengal. 

Fort William, June 15^^, 1812. 

“ The Right Honourable the Governor General in Council having 
approved a plan submitted to him by the Medical Board, lor the instruc- 
tion of Bo 5« from the Upper and Lower Orphan Schools and Free School, 
to serve as Compounders and Dressers, and ultimately as Apothecaries 
and Sub- Assistant Surgeons in the Medical Department of this Pj esidcncy, 
His Lordship in Council is pleased to pass the fdllowing Resolutions : — 

" The Medical Board shall select 24 Boys of 14 or i(> years of age, 
from the above Institutions, in the choice of whom the Governors of thesis 
Schools arc enjoined to aflord every possible assistance. Uhe Boys thus 
selected, etre to be posted as follows, viz. : — 

At the General Hospital at the PrcsideiKy . lu 
Garrison Hosjutal, Chunar . . . .10 

General Dispensary ..... 4 

“ 2‘^ The Education of these Boys is to be conducted iiiidci the 
immediate charge and management of the Surgeons of the General Hospital 
at the Presidency, of the Garrison of Chunar, and of the Honourable 
Company’s dispensary, respectively, under the general controul and direction 
of the Superintending Surgeons of those Stations, and according to a plan 
of instruction to be prc.scribed by the Medical Board. 

“ 3^^ When those pupils are considered by the Superintending Surgeon, 
and the Surgeons under whom they will be more immediately educated, 
duly qualified for exercising the duties of Compounders and Dressers, they 
shall then be stationed at the recommendation of the Medical Board witli 
such native corps as may more peculiarly rcq\iirc their aid ; and afterwards 
with the different European Corps of the Honourable Company’s Service, 
with Field Hospitals, and with the Dep6ts of Medicines. 

” 4^'* As an incentive to improvement, after two or three years service 
in the Stations to which they may have been nominated, the Medical Board, 
on a full conviction of their qualifications, will recommend llicm to Govern- 
ment for promotion to the rank of Sub A.ssistant Surgeons and Apothecaries, 
to be employed with European or Native Corps, or with the Medical Depots, 
or with the General or Field Hospitals, as circumstances may require. 

“ 5'** During their state of pupilage at the stations mentioned, in 
Article the Surgeons under whom they are to be educated, will be 
allowed to draw on account of each Boy, a monthly allowance of 25 Sonaut 
Rupees, for which they will furnish them ivith Cloatliing and Maintenance ; 
on their promotion to the Stations of Dressers and Compounders, they will 
be permitted to draw on their own account, the Monthly Allowance of 35 
Sonaut Rupees ; and on their promotion to the higher ranks of Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons and Apothecaries, they will receive a Salary of Sonaut 
Rupees 100 per Mensem. 

** 6^* If the establishment of Quarters at the Hospitals, and at the 
General Dispensary, where they are educated, docs not admit of accom- 
modation for them, suitable and well aired Apartments will be constructed 
for them at the public charge. 
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“ 7** Monthly Reports of their proficiency and general conduct arc 
to be made by the Surgeons, under whose management they are more 
immediately placed, to the Superintending Surgeons of Divisions, who 
will make Quarterly Reports of the same nature to His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief, and to the Medical Board, for the information of 
Government. (Signed) J. Adam, Sec. to Govt. Mil. Dept.” 

A Mily. Letter from Madras, dated 17th Oct., 1812, in para. 241, 
quotes the " favourable report of the Medical Board on the 
conduct of bo3^s undergoing instruction.” This extract shows 
that the training of boys for the I.S.M.D. was started in Madras 
as early as in Bengal. 

The I.S.M.D. was to some extent recruited from the ranks of 
European regiments, as well as from boys specially trained. 
Madras Mily. Letter of 2gth Feb., 1812, states in para. 417 that 
Private Scott has been appointed a Supernumerary Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon, and employed in the Field Hospital at Arnee, 
He died at Fort St. George in Aug.. 1814. 

The following extract from Bombay G.O. is quoted in the 
Asiatic Journal for Dec., 1819 — 

” ^ 5 ** yww® 1818. I’rivate John Bly, lately arrived as a recruit for 
the Hon’ble Company’s Service, is transferred from the Military to the 
Medical Establishment, and appointed a Sub- Asst. Surgeon until further 
orders.” 

A Mily. Letter from Bomba\'. dated 7tli July, 1819, reports in 
para. 22 that Patrick Cassidj^, late Serjeant H.M.’s 17th Dragoons, 
having receiv'ed a ]nedi<al education, is appointed Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon of that regiment. 

J. Huntly, nominated a Sub-Assistant Surgeon in Bombay 
G.O. of 3rd Nov., 1823, was remanded to the Artilleiy as a 
Gunner in Bombay' G.O. of 8th Feb., 1825. 

Many cases of similar appointments could be quoted from 
the Records. 

A Madras G.O., dated 9th Aug., 1819, orders that — 

“ the medical pupil establishment, which was limited to thirty, is augmented 
to receive forty boys for professional instruction.” 

This order apparently refers to the Apothecary class. 

A Madras G.O. of 27th April, 1827, organised the sub-medical 
department, of course a purely military department, into two 
branches, apothecaries and dressers. The latter became hospital 
assistants in 1868. 
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This order was followed by another on 5th Oct., 1827, giving 
new titles to the I.S.M.D. in the Madras Presidency. 

"'Fort St. George, Oct. 5^^ 1827. The Hon. the Governor in Council is 
pleased to direct, that when a noncommissioned medical servant is placed 
in an independent medical charge, he shall receive only half the rate of 
allowance for medical supply to which a commissioned medical officer is 
entitled. 

“ The following is the relative rank of noncommissioned medical servants, 
under the new designations, which were published in G.O. dated the 27^** 
April last : — 

" Former Designation. New Designation. 

Sub-Asst. Surgeon Apothecary 

Apothecary Second ditto 

First Dresser Assistant ditto 

Medical Pupil Medical Apprentice 

First Dresser Native First Dresser 

Second Dresser Native Second ditto 

Native Medical Pupil 

“The Hon. the Governor in Council is further pleased to direct, that 
the new rate of pay and allowance for noncommissioned medical servants, 
whicli was authorized by G.O. dated the 27^^' of April, shall have effect 
from the of May last.” 

A widows' and orphans' fund for the benefit of the I.S.M.D. 
was established by Madras G.O. of 22nd Feb., 1831. 

Revised rules for the instruction of pupils in training for the 
I.S.M.D. were published in Madras G.O. of 13th Feb., 1835. 

G.G.O. No. 200 of 23th June. 1847, it was ordered that 
hospital apprentices, after two years' service in militaiy hospitals, 
should be sent to the Calcutta Medical College, to undergo there 
a course of two years’ professional instruction. 

The Bengal Medical Regulations of 1851 give th<' grades of 
the sub-medical department, and the scale of pay for eacli, as 
follows : — 



P.'iy. 


1 

FurlouRh pay. j 

i 

F’onsioii. 

■ Invalid 

.'illowanc 


Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. 

a. 

p. i 

Rs. 

a. p. 

i Rs. 

a. p. 

Senior apothecary . 

250 

0 

0 


— 


75 

0 u 

! 

0 f » 

Apothecary 

1 10 


0 

5 « 

0 

0 

•V» 

0 c.» 

.Su 

7 

Steward . 

01 

3 

0 


7 

0 : 


7 ” 

ho 

14 0 

Asst, apothecary 

33 

0 

0 




- 

— 


0 0 

Asst, steward . 

35 

3 

0 



i 



1 dO 

0 0 


In 1868, by G.O.G.G. No. 550 of 5th June, the Military Sub- 
Medical Department was divided into two classes, the Apothecary 
class and the Hospital Assistant class, the grades of Steward and 
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Assistant Steward having now dropped out. The first comprised 
the following classes : — 

(a) Senior apothecary. 

{b) Apothecaries, first and second class. 

(c) Asst, apothecaries, first and second class. 

{d) Hospital apprentices. 

All ranks above hospital apprentice ranked as warrant officers. 
Promotion from second to first class Assistant Apothecary and 
Apothecary was given after five years in the lower grade. It is 
noted that the rank of flonorary Assistant Surgeon is not a grade, 
but a rank and title given as a special distinction. Such officers 
were to be supernumerary to the establishment and were not to 
be employed as medical subordinates. 

In 1894, by tlie Royal Warrant of 12th March, 1894, quoted 
in I.A.C. of 15th May, 1894, clauses 63 and 64, the title of Apothe- 
cary was changed to Assistant Surgeon, the two grades of Senior 
Assistant Surgeon receiving Honorary Commissions as Captain 
and Lieutenant respectively ; and in the following year, under 
G.G.O. No. 870 of 1895, the Military Sub-Medical Departments 
of the three Presidencies were amalgamated. 

For more than half a century past, many of the senior members 
of this service have been employed, with credit and success, in 
independent charges, as Civil Surgeons, and in various other 
capacities. Two at least have received Orders. Honorary 
Assistant Surgeon Joseph Anderson, of the Bombay S.M.D., 
received the Persian order of the Lion and Sun more than fifty 
years ago. Major T. H. Hill, of the Bengal S.M.D., was made a 
C.I.E. on 9th Nov., 1901. And Hospital Apprentice Arthur 
Fitzgibbon, of the Bengal S.M.D., was awarded the V.C. on 13th 
Aug., 1861, for gallantry at the capture of the North Taku Fort, 
in China, on 21st Aug., i860. 

Many officers of the Military Sub-Medical Department have, 
from time to time, obtained commissions in the I.M.S., imder the 
Company’s rule by nomination, in more recent years by com- 
petition. Curiously, most of these officers have served in Madras, 
either in the subordinate or in the commissioned service, or in 
both. Apothecary Robert Nighland was appointed an acting 
Assistant Surgeon on 21st Aug., 1819, and posted as Civil 
Surgeon of Howrah. He died a year later, on 20th Oct., 
1820, holding that appointment. Most of the Assistant Surgeons 
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temporarily appointed in India in 1817-19 were struck off from 
31st Oct., 1820. John Bowron, bom in Feb., 1799, entered the 
Sub-Medical Department as a medical pupil on ist July, 1813, 
was appointed Apothecary on 7th Sept., 1816, promoted to Assist- 
ant Surgeon on 25th Dec., 1825, becaime Surgeon on i6th Dec., 
1840, retired on 31st Dec., 1851, and died at Hove, Brighton, on 
5th March, 1899, aged one hundred. 

Among other instances may be given the following 

Ale.xander Boggs, born in July, 1823 ; Assistant Apothecary, 
Madras, 13th Oct., 1843 ; resigned and went t(.) Europe ; served 
with the Turkish contingent in the Crimea in 1854-55 ; M.R.C.S., 
1856 ; Assistant Surgeon, Madras, 29th Oct., 1856 ; served with the 
Sagar Field Force, in the Indian Mutiny, in 1858 ; received the 
Order of the Medjidie, 1858; resigned 31st Dec., 1861 ; became 
M.D., Paris, 1866, with a thesis Notes ct Ri'flcxions Mt’dico Chinir- 
gialcs sur Ics Phlegmasics dc la Matricc ; died in Paris, 5th Ocl., 
1890. 

John Shortt, bfim 26th Feb., 1822 ; Assistant Apothecary, 
Madras, 2()th Jan., 1846; M.D., King’s College, Aberdeen, 1854, 
M.R.C.S. and L.S.A., 1854, also Member of the College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons, Edinburgh, 1854 ; M.R.C.P., London, 1859 ; 

Assistant Surgeon, M.adras, 20th Sept., 1854; Surgeon, 20th Sept., 
1866 ; Surgeon Major, ist July, 1873 ; retired 12th Feb., 1878 ; 
died at Yercaud, 24th April, 1889. Dr. Shortt was one of the 
first to experiment with the poisons of Indian snakes. He was 
also a voluminous writer, chiefly on agricultural subjects. A list 
of his works is given in Chap. XXIX, Other Extra-professional 
Work. 

James Keess, born 3rd Feb,, 1829 ; Assistant Apothe(.'ary, 
Madras, iith Sept., 1848 ; M.R.C.S., 1855 ; M.D., Marischal College, 
Aberdeen, 1856; L.R.C.P., London, 1856; Assistant Surgeon, 
Madras, 4th Aug., 1856; Surgeon, 4th Aug., 1868; Surgeon 
Major, 1st July, 1873 ; Principal, Medical College, Madras ; 
retired, 1884 ; died at Stuttgart, 29th Dec., 1900. 

Daniel Robert Thomson, Assistant Apothecary, Madras, 25th 
April, 1855 ; M.D., St. Andrews, i860 ; M.R.C.S., 1861 ; Assistant 
Surgeon, Madras, ist April, 1867 ; Surgeon, ist July, 1873 ; 
C.I.E., 1st Jan., 1879 ; Surgeon Major, ist April, 1879 ; retired^ 
14th May, 1888; died 12th July, 1913. 

The first, and so far the only I.M.S. officer, ivho had ser\'ed in 
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Ihe Sub-Medical Department, to attain administrative rank, is 
Colonel Patrick Hehir, promoted to that rank on 25th March, 
1912. 

PrevioiTS to about the 3'ear 1880, Honorary Commissions as 
Surgeon, and in a very few cases as Surgeon Major, were occa- 
sionally conferred on some of the senior officers of this Service, 
Instances of the latter rank being given are the late Surgeon 
Major T. Briscoe, for man}’ years Civil Surgeon of Kuch Bihar, 
and Surgeon Major R. E, Wrafter, who served in the Panjab war, 
and was afterwards f«r twenty years a Civil Surgeon in the 
Panjab. He died at Dehra Dun in March, 1911. As stated 
above, honorary rank as Captain and Lieutenant respectively was 
in 1894 bestowed iipon all Senior Assistant Surgeons. In a few 
instances the rank of Major has been granted, e.g. to Major T. H, 
Hill, C.I.E., who got that rank on loth March, 1S92, and 
retired on ist Nov., 1900 ; and later, to R. H. Dolby and 
L. A. H. Clerke. 

The following Royal Warrant, dated 26th Sept., 1911, pub- 
lished in the Gazette of India of i8th Nov., 1911, No. 970, makes 
the rank of Major attainable after fifteen years’ commissioned 
service. 

“ Whereas we have deemed it expedient to alter the rank and designation 
of tlie senior officers of the Indian Subordinate Medical Department, our will 
and pleasure is that our warrant of March 1894, be hereby cancelled, 
and the commissioned grades in the Indian Subordinate Medical Depart- 
ment shall hereafter be as follows : — 

“I. Senior Assistant Surgeon with the honorary rank of Lieutenant. 

“2. Senior Assistant Surgeon with the honorary rank of Captain. 

“ 3. Senior Assistant Surgeon with the honorary rank of Major. 

“Promotion to the grade of Senior Assistant Surgeon wdth the honorary 
rank of Lieutenant or Captain shall be made according to the regulations 
governing such promotion. 

“ Promotion to the grade of Senior Assistant Surgeon with the honorary 
rank of Major shall not ordinarily be made until after fifteen years' service 
in the commissioned grade. Senior Assistant Surgeons shall enjoy the 
precedence and other advantages attaching to their honorary military 
rank. They shall have authority under the Medical Officers to command 
members of their own department, hospital attendants, patients in military 
hospitals, and^ such warrant officers, non-commissioned officers, and men 
as may be attached thereto (without their own officers) for hospital duty. 
Given at our Court at Balmoral this 26^^ day of September, 1911, in the 
second year of our reign.” 

The strength of this Service, as shown in the Indian Army 
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List of Jan., 1913, was 693, of whom 231 were seconded for civil 
employment. They were graded as follows : — 

Senior Asst. Surgeon and Hony. Captain . 47 (of whom seconded -23) 


,, ,, Hony. Lieut. . 54 ( 34) 

First Class Asst. Surgeon, ranking as Conductor, 61 ( 31) 

Second ,, .. 130 ( .. 82) 

Third ,, „ Sub-Conductor, 250 ( ,, 58) 

Fourth ,, „ . 153 ( 3 ) 


Totals 095 ( ,, 231) 


One officer in civil employment, inelmded in the lirsl grade, 
has the honorary rank of Major. 

B. — The Civil Sub-Medical, or Provincial Medical Depart- 
ment. — The first attempt at the foundation of a Civil Sub- 
Medical Dept, appears to have been made in 1833. In Bengal 
G.O. of 13th Sept., 1833, was published a scheme for the training 
of a certain number of the best native doctors in the army to form 
a superior class, with the designation of Sub-Assistant Surgeon, 
and with rates of pay from Rs.50 to Rs.ioo a month, rates 
much higher than those at the time attainable by the ordinary 
members of the Service. The G.O. states that the men thus 
promoted might hope to attain to independent charge of the 
smaller civil stations. Nothing seems to have come of this 
scheme, and it was almost immediately superseded by the more 
ambitious design of training men in the new Medical College, 
opened in 1835, 

“ Foyi William, SepL 13^^ 1833. With a hope of rendering a portion 
of the native doctors educated at the Mcdiciil Institution more efficient, 
and for the purpose of affording to all a motive for acquiring a more pro- 
found knowledge of medicine and surgery than they now attain, the Right 
Hon. the Governor General in Council is pleased to create a higher grade 
of native medical olheers, to be distinguished from the ordinary class by 
the designation of Sub-Assistant Surgeons, and by the receipt of a higher 
rate of pay. 

“ Native medical officers of the superior grade will be allowed, eventually, 
when a sufficient number may be duly qualified, to such an extent as the 
public service may seem to require ; the pay of the grade wdll be from Rs.50 
to 100 per mensem, according to the situation and merits ; but promotions 
will not be made at once, nor according to seniority, but as qualified 
individuals can be found, and in the first instance will be deferred for 
twelve months, with the view of affording to every native doctor of the 
existing educated class an opportunity of qualifying himself for the higher 
one. 

“ Each candidate will be required to pass an examination before a 
committee composed of at least one member of the Medical Board, and 

II.I.M.S. — VOL. II. I 
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such other medical of&cers as the Board may select ; and the scale 
of attainments to be required will be such as to quality him for the 
independent charge of a gaol-hospital, or even of a small detached civil 
station." 

An article in the India Journal of Medical and Physical Science, 
edited by F. Corbyn, fur 1836, (p. 543), states that the Medical 
Board have suggested t(j Government a plan for organising a 
Civil Sub-Medical Department. The foundation of the Medical 
Colleges, those of Calcutta and Madras in 1835, and that of 
Bombay a litth; later, gave the opportunity of forming such a 
department, by educating native students of medicine up to a 
much higher level than had been attempted by the previous 
schools for native doctors. Such a school for native doctors had 
been opened in Calcutta in 1822. It was transferred to the new 
Medical College in 1830. 

The first graduates of Ihe Calcutta Medical College, four in 
number, cjualitied in Febniarj', 1839, and soon obtained appoint- 
ments in the new hospitals which had been opened in the mofussil 
during the preceding decade. As an instance, Babu Badan 
Chander Chaudhri, who was one of the first batch of students 
who entered the Medical College in 1833, though not one of the 
first batch to qualify in 1839, was appointed on 23rd Feb., 1842, to 
the Imambara Hospital, Hughli, which had been opened in 1836. 

Bengal G.O. of 16th July, 1839, ordered that the native medical 
students newly apiiointcd from the Calcutta Medical College should 
be designated Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

Bengal G.O. of 3th July, 1848, quotes extracts from a Mily. 
Letter from Court, No. 6 of 7th March. 1848, on the medical 
establishment of tlie Bengal Army.* 

Para. 16, which concerns the Civil Sub-Assisiant Surgeons, is 
as follows : — 

" The number of Native Sub- Assistant Surgeons it is proposed to increase 
from 34 to 56. The increase to 56 has our sanction.” 

At the present day, the strength of this Provincial Medical 
Service, of Civil Assistant Surgeons, throughout India, is not less 
than five hundred. 

In Jan., 1849, the following regulations for the Service of 
Civil Sub-Assistant Surgeons w'ere published in the Gazette of 
India. 

* Paras. 6 to 11 of this letter are quoted in Chap. XVH, Rank ; and paras. 
12 to 16 in Chap. XIV, Strength from time to time. 
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“ Orders by the llGuourablc Deputy Governor oj Bengal. Rides Jor regu- 
lating the promotion and increase oJ allowances oj Siib-Assii^iani-Surgecns. 

“1. Students of the first Class ol the JMedical College of Ik-ngal, in 
obtaining the diploma of the College, shall, if they desire it, be admitted 
to the Public Service in the Rank of Sub- Assistant- Surgeon. 

’ J. Sub- Assistant -Surgeons shall be clas.scd in three raiiKs ; the tliiid 
rank to be the lowest, or junior. 

“ 3. All Sub- Assistant-Surgeons shall serve seven years in laih of the 
two junior nmks, excepting in those instances in which the merits of the 
individual, as described in Rule u, sliall be ct»ii.Mdercd to entitle him to 
promotion to a Superior Rank iit an eailier period. 

“ 4. f.)ii oblaiiiing the <]ipk‘ma of the IM^dieal College, the giaduale 
will, by the orders of (iovernmeiit, be j)kiced at the dispo.sal (>l Uk* Midical 
Board, h)r employment in the Public Servici*, and from the date of the 
Cloverniiieiit ordei', hi*-, rank ol Snb-Assistant-Suigeon of tlie tJiiid rani., 
sliall bt‘ licld to commence ; but ho will not be considered a.s liaving claim 
to his salary, as .such, (that is, at the rate of loo l^upees i)er montJi), itnliJ 
lie has actually joined IJie Station to which he may be aj^poiiitecl, and 
entered on the duties assigned to him. 

" 3. The following .shall be the scale of allowaiues for ea( Ji laiik. 
ruder seven yeais‘ service . . Co.’s Rupees 100 

Seven years and under foui lev n . . — 130 

I''oiiTteen yt ars and n])wards . . — 200 

“ o. Sub-A.ssistaut-Surgeons, (»n completing each ol tliese septennial 
l)oriod.s, shall ap})ear bedorea committee Composed of three Medical ( )thf.crs, 
for .I.Cx.LiniiKilioii a.s to their continued jJioticieiK y in tin? jiiaclical blanches 
ol their prulession ; vi/.. Pj aclice of Medic ini', Surgery, and Midwifery ; 
as to their actjuaintaiu e with its past and current JileratUK* ; ;md with 
the later improvements or discoveries on all points connected with their 
duties, 

" 7. 'i'he Siil)-As^i>tant-Surgeon, on eomplctiiig liis se])tennial j)ciiod, 
shall report the same to tlie Superintending Surgeon of iJie Ihvision in 
which he may be serving, who will obtain the orders of the officer com- 
manding the .station itself, or tlie one neare.st to it, wJieie three resident 
Medical < )lfi(;ers may be available, for the assembly of llie above Committee ; 
the Superintending Surgeon liinnself .serving cm tin- CoinmitUx.*, at stations 
where, as at Dacca, for example, the number of Medical Ollicei.s i>rc.sent 
may be insufficient witliout him. 

“ 8. The Committee will forward their repoit to tlie Superintending 
Surgeon of the Division for transmission t(j the Medical Board, wliose 
duty it will be to submit it for the orders of the (■fO\ tTnincnl. 

“ 9. Should tlie Report of the Committee be fav ourable, the juojiiotion 
of the Sub-Assistant-Surgeon wall be notified in Government Ordcr.s, and 
he will receive the salary of hi.s new rank, from the day succeeding the 
date on which he may have completed his last sepRmnial period. 

“10. Should the report of the Committee on the other hand be un- 
favourable, tlie Sub-Assistant-Surgeon will continue in the lower rank, 
and on its allowances, lor the period loj- which the Committee may deem 
fit to remand him to his studies, and to the more diligent discharge of his 
duties. 

"11. Should the Sub- Assistant-Surgeon still fail, at the close of that 
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probationary period, to afford to the Examining Committee satisfactory' 
proof of proficiency and diligence, liis case will be submitted, in the manner 
prescribed in rule 8, for the consideration and orders of Government, as 
to his removal, or otherwise, from the rank of Sub- Assistant- Surgeon, 
or from the public Service. 

" 12 . Mere Seniority will, in no instance, constitute in itself a claim 
to promotion, and it is distinctly to be understood that high attainments, 

' whether the result of eminent talent or of laborious industry/ persevered 
in for a reasonable time, will give such claim at any time intermediate 
to the septennial periods ; and the Medical Officer under whom a Sub- 
Assistant-Siirgcon may be serving, or the Superintending Surgeon liimsclf, 
in case the Sub- Assistant-Surgeon may be liolding an independent charge, 
shall consider it to be his duty to bring every instance of distinguished 
merit under the notice of the Medical Board, accompanied by a Statement 
of the particular circumstances, which he may consider as entitling the 
individual to early pioniotion, to enable them to judge of the expediency, 
or otherw'ise, of recommending the case to the fav'ourablc consideration 
of Government. 

“ Tiie Kion^^'' Court liave ruled that Sub- Assistant-Surgeons shall not, 
at any time, be admitted to the benefit of the rules under whic li j>cnsions 
arc granted to the members of the Uncovenanted Servic e. 

J. P. Grant, offg. Secy, to ilie Govt, of Bengal.” 

The Secretary of Stale’s Order No. 6i, of i6th April, 1863, 
under whiili Uncovenanted Medical Ofiicers were made eligible 
for pensions, appears to have included the Sub- Assistant Surgeons, 
who thus became a pensionable service. 

Under the Royal Warrant of loth May, 1873, the rank of 
Assistant Surgeon in the l.M.S. was abolished ; and by the 
Govt, of India, Home Dept., Not. No. 132 of 25th March, 1874, 
the title of Assistant-Surgeon was bestowed upon those who had 
hitherto been Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

Under Govt. c»f India, Home Dept., Medical, Resolution No. 
1141-50 of 22nd Aug., i8y8. a new grade of Senior Assistant 
Surgeons was created, on Rs.300 a month ; and orders were issued 
that a certain number of Civil Sm'geoncies should be reserved for 
Jind filled by Civil Assistant Surgeons. The number was fixed at 
nineteen for the whole of India, distributed over the different 
provinces, but was increased in the following year to twenty- 
eight. Hitherto, however, so large a number have not actually 
been appointed. 

A Govt, of Bengal Resolution, published in the C.G. of 6th 
March, 1912, introduced a time scale of payment for Civil 
Assistiint Surgeons in the province of Bengal. The following 
c.xtract is quoted from this Resolution. 
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It was soon felt that the former concessions, though valuable to 
senior officers, did not sufficiently improve ilie pay in the first years of 
service. In 1908, memorials were received from Civil Assistant Surgeons 
urging the necessity of improving the conditions of service and suggesting 
certain methods of doing so. Orders have since been passed on all the 
other suggestions, but the principal complaint, e the alleged inadequacy 
of the pay, has been under consideration, and the question has now been 
finally decided by the Government of India and the Secretary of State. 
In the place of the existing scale of pay a time.scale has been sanctioned, 
and the* two scales arc compared below : — 


Exisling Scale. 


Tliird grade, under seven years* ser- 
vice, Ks.ioo a month. 


Second grade, under fourtet'ii years* j 
.service, and after i)assing a pro-; 
fessional cxainination, Ks.i^u a; 
luonln. i 


First grade, after fourteen ycar.-^ 
service, and after ])assin!.; second 
profcs.Monal examination, Ks. 2o< 
a month. 


Senior grade, selected from first 
grade without examination, 
Rs.300 a month. 


Civil Surgoon.s, .selected from senior 
grade, 1^3.350-30-500 


Scale now sanctioned. 


Yean of sen.'ice in the Ar..:istaHt 

Hate or 

Surgeon'.-; Department. 

— - — 

. ... 


; Kj.. 

t)- 2 

: loij 

3 

1 ICJ 

■1 

I 120 


i 13“ 

f) 

l.p. 

7 

*50 

« 

Km) 


J 70 

n> 

1 .So 

r 1 

190 

1 2 

( 

200 

1.-; 

210 

U 

22o 

15 

2 iO 

i() 


T 7 


T.S 


I.y i 


20 


21 


22-2.f 

300 

Tvn per cent, of the total 

catlrc to 1)0 in these two 
grades, whie.li are to be 
lilh-d by selection on merit 



alone from officers Iiaviiig 
more than fourteen years* 
service. , 

Civil Surgeons, i <^W30-5C)0 


"In future, after two years’ service, Civil As.sistant Surgeons in Bengal 
w*ill receive an annual increment of Rs.io until they reach the])ayof Rs.300 
a month ; but the passing of examinations after 7 and 14 years’ service is 
still a condition precedent to the drawing of any further increment. Above 
the pay of Ks.300, there will be tw'o grades on Rs.325 and Rs.350, ordinarily 
limited to 10 per cent, of the .service and fill<?d by selection from all officers 
who have completed 14 years’ service. In addition, the appointments 
to Civil Surgeoncies, eventually seven in number in the Province, as at 
present constituted (i.e. before April, 1911) on a yjay of Rs.350- 30 500 
will .still be open to members of the service. 

" These orders vnll have effect from the April, 1912.'’ 
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The Civil Assistant Surgeons, from the first, were recruited 
and organised provincially, i.e. in separate cadres, one for each 
province. 

A few members of this service have subsequently entered the 
I.M.S., either by nomination, before i860, or competition. 

It will be seen that, except for the establishment of their 
right to pension, the creation of the grade of Senior Assistant 
Surgeon, and the newly introduced timt^ scale of pay in Bengal, the 
Service of Civil Assistant Surgeons stands exactly where it did 
when it was first created; over sixty years ago ; although, in the 
interv’al, the standard of medical education has greatly advanced, 
and the pay of almost everj' Service in the country has been 
increased. 

Tlie epithet Subordinate is quite out of place, when applied 
to this Service, and should be replaced by the title Provincial. 
They stand in exactly the same relation to the Medical Depart- 
ment that Deputy Magistrates fill to the Executive, Sub-judges 
and Munsiffs to the Judicial, branches of the Indian Civil Service. 

C. — ^The Military Hospital Assistants. — We have seen that 
a native medical staff, somewhat similar in status to the present 
Hospital Assistants, existed a century and a half ago, in the 
“ Black doctors ” attached to the native troops ; also that, by 
the end of the eighteenth centur}*, they appear to have established 
a claim to pension. 

A school for training native doctors was established in Calcutta 
by G.O.G.G. of 2Tst Juno, 1822, published in the C.G. of 22nd 
June, 1822. This G.O. consists of 39 paragraphs, and fills two 
and a half columns of small print in the Gazette ; it is, therefore, 
far too long to quote in full. It may be summarised as follows : — 

{Para. 4). Twenty students were to be admitted, vacancies to be filled 
up as they occurred. {Para. 5). Students must bo able to read and 
write Persian or Nagri, and must be between the ages of 18 and 26. {Para. 7). 
Sons of native doctors to have preference for admission. {Para. 8). 
Students to be regularly enlisted as .soldiers, and to succeed to vacancies 
on the establishment of native doctors .as they occurred, in the Army or 
in the Civil Dept. Period of enlisted service to be fifteen years, from date 
of leaving the school, after which they might demand discharge, in time 
of peace. {Paras. 9-X0). Duties of Supt., instruction of students, pre- 
paration of professional manuals in the vernacular, correspondence. 
{Para. 11). The school to be under the Medical Board. {Para. 18). 
Students to be attached to the Presidency General Hospital, the King's 
Hospitals, the Native Hospital, and the General Dispensary, for practical 
work, as convenient. {Para. 23). The Medical Board may dismiss 
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students, for good cause. (Para. 26). When the Supt. considers a student 
sufficiently qualified, he will certify the same to the Medical Board, who 
will grant a certificate to the student, and appoint him as a Native Doctor 
upon the occurrence of a vacancy. [Para. 27). Kiipces eight per month 
allowed to each student for clothing and maintenance. {Pin a. 20). I'ay 
of native doctors educated at the school to be higher than that of those 
previously serving. 

Sfxv scale, for 

Old Scale. school men. 

Ks. K;;. 


In Garrison or Civil Station . - '5 -o 

On service . - . . .20 23 


[Para. 30). Pensions to be granted 
wounds or by disease contracted on duty. 

With less than seven years' service 
Seven to fifteen years' Military . 

Do. Civil 

After fifteen years’ service 
After twenty-two years' .service . 


to rfiative doctors disabled by 
(Para. 3T). Scale of pensions. 

Rs.7 ])cr month. 

. One-third field pay. 

One-third Garrison pay. 

. Ks.to per month. 

Full pay. 


(Para. 33). Native doctors not to be dismissed except by courlmartial. 
(Para. 3.J). All are liable to military .service, whether scr\ing in military 
or civil department. [Para. 33). Pr^'icnl native doctors are nf)taflectcd 
by these rules, except that those who arc under the ag(‘ of 26 may a]q)ly 
for transfer to the school. (Para. 36). Salary ol Siquaintendcnt, Ks.Soo. 
(Para. 30). Surgeon James Jameson appointed Snpt. 


Jameson died in CalciUla in the followinf' year, on 20tl\ Jan., 
1823. and was succeeded by Surgeon Peter Breton. The school 
was transferred to the new Medical College in i83(j. In 1852 a 
Bengali Class for Native Doctors was started at tlu' Cr»llegi\ 
These classes were removed to the new Campbell Medical S('ho(d, 
at Scaldah, Calcutta, in November, 1873. This school, however, 
has always educated native doctors for civil, rather than military 
employment ; the recpiiremcnls of the .\rmy being supplied 
chiefly from the Medical Schools at Agra, opened in 1853, and 
Lahore, opened in October, i860. 

Bengal G.O. of 24th May, 1832, published in the C.G. of 9th 
June, orders that native doctors arc not to be submitted to the 
degradation of punishment by flogging, to which, as cnlist« d men, 
they were then liable ; but that dismissal is to be substituted 
as a punishment, in cases of such importance as to require so 
severe a penalty. 

" Headquarters, Simla, May 24'* 1832. An instance having lately 
occurred of a native doctor who was found guilty of intoxication, being 
sentenced, by a regimental court-martial, to be flogged, the Commander- 
in-Chief desires it may be understood that he docs not consider corporal 
punishment as a fit sentence for a class of persons whose respectability 
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His Excellency is desirous to maintain. Where the conduct of a native 
doctor may be found such as to degrade him in the eyes of the regiment, 
or to render him unworthy of the confidence of the Surgeon, His Excellency 
is pleased to authorize a regimental court-martial to award, as a punish- 
ment, dismissal from the service, as only men of good character will be 
allowed to remain in so respectable a situation. 

“ In all such cases, the proceedings of the court-martial are to be 
transmitted to head-quarters for the approval of the Commander-in- 
Chief.” 

The Medical Regulations of 1851 give the pay of native doctors 
of the late Medical Institution, as follows — 

Pay in garrison, Rs.20 ; in field, Rs.25, on appointment. 

Ditto ,, 23 do. ,, 30, after seven years’ .service. 

The Military Sub-Medical Department was divnded into two 
classes, the Apothecary class and the Hospital Assistant class, by 
G.O.G.G. N(h 350 of 5th June, 1868, The latter class was 
organised in hnir grades : first, second, and third class Hospital 
Assistants, and medical pupils, the last youths under training 
for the service. 

In G.O.G.G. No. 152 of ist Feb., 1870, were published rules 
for the regulation of the Hospital Assistant Service. All " passed 
native doctors,” Hospital Assistants, and equivalent grades, were 
eligible for transfer to the establishment of Hospital Assistants, and 
were graded, in the first place, according to their standing at the 
time. ” Unpassed native doctors ” were to continue to bear that 
designation, and were to be eligible for civil subordinate duties 
only. All future appointments to the establishment were to be 
made from among the passed medical pupils, and all were liable 
for military duty, even if chiefly employed in the civil department. 

This service was reorganised, on considerabty increased rates 
of pay, by Clause 85 of I. A .C. of 1900. The grade of Sub-Hospital 
Assistant was abolished. The Senior Hospital Assistants were 
granted commissions as such, the first class ranking as Subadars, 
the second class as Jamadars. All Hospital Assistants were granted 
warrant rank, but junior to all Military Assistant Surgeons. The 
pay of the various grades was fixed, with extra allowances for 
being qualified in English, as follows ; — 

Rs. Rs. 

Senior Hospital Assistant ist class, pay 70, English qual. 30 


It It It 

2nd ,, 

If ^5 ** 

If 25 

Hospital Assistant 

ist „ 

II 4 ® ** 

,f 20 

II II 

2nd ., 

30 

II 10 

It It 

3rd „ 

20 

II 5 
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In April, 1910, the designation of Hospital Assistant was 
changed to that of Snb- Assistant Surgeon. 

“ With effect from May 1912, the Government of India sanctioned 
the following enhanced rates of pay for military' sub-assistant surgeons : — 

Senior Sub- Assistant Surgeons. 


First class, ranking as Subadar . 

. Rs.iio 

Second class, ranking as Jamadar 

. 90 

Indian Warrant Officers. 


Sub- Assistant Surgeons, first class . m . 

Rs.70 

Sub-Assistant Surgeons, second class . 

• 50 

Sub- Assistant Surgeons, third class 

■ 


The above rates are inclusive of the extra pay for an English 
qualification.” 

In IQ12 llie strength of the Sub- Assistant Surgeon bramrli of 
tile I.S.M.D. was fixed at 871, distributed as follows : — 




1 Madras. 

Bombay. 

Tot.il, 

Military appls., incliuling rc-servo 

Civil and ini.sccll. appts., including 

469 


: i 

71‘> 

reserve ..... 

I it, 


I 


'folal 

.i«5 

lit) 

I7f. 

S 71 


The actual strength of this Service, as sho\ATi in the Indian 
Army List of Jan., 1913, was 883, distributed as follows. The 
numbers differ greatly from those sanctioned in 1912. 




; M.idr.'is. 

Bombay. 

'Jotal. 

Senior Sub-A.s.st. Surgeon, ist Class 



•f 

:)/ 

do. do. 2nd Cla.ss 

2.5 

« 

1 1 

‘11 

Sub.-As.st. -Surgeon, ist Clas.s 

217 

70 ! 

M * 

321 

do. do. 2nd Class 


i ^o ! 

.?5 ! 

214 

do. do. 3rd Class 

129 

! ■ 

; 

2-17 

Total ..... 

! 5.50 

1 

160 ; 

1 


Of the whole number of 883, 

only 

twenty-nine seem 

to be 


seconded for civil employment ; twenty-live in Bengal, and four 
in Bombay ; none in Madras. 

D. — The Civil Hospital Assistants. — ^The formation of this 
Service was ordered in Govt, of India, Home Dept. (Medical), 
Resolution dated 9th Jan., 1878 ; published in Circs, of the 
Surgeon-General, India, Xo. 140 of iith March, 1878. 
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Prior to this date, all subordinate civil duties had been per- 
formed by military native doctors and Hospital Assistants, whose 
services were only lent to the Civil Governments, and who were 
at all times liable to recall to military duty. 

Under the above orders a separate cadre of Civil Hospital 
Assistants was organised for each province. Military Hospital 
Assistants then serving were allowed to volunteer for tfansfer to 
any province in the new civil branch. “ Local native doctors ” 
were to be gradually absorbed into the new ser\ace. 

The Civil Hospital Assistants were graded in three classes, as 
follows : — 

Rs. Rs. 

3rcl class, under seven years' service, pay 20, English qiial. 5 
2nd seven to fourteen ,, .,25 ,, „ 10 

I St ,, over fourteen ,, ,.35 20 

TJie pay and prospects of this Service were much improved in 
KjOi, by Govt, of India, Home Dept., Medical Rc.solution No. 
1002-1014 of 4th July, 1901, which regraded the Service, with 


grades and pay as follows — 

Rs- 

Fourth grade, under five years’ service, pay . . -25 

Third grade, five to ten years’ service, pay , . *35 

Second grade, ten to fifteen years’ service, ])ay . . -45 

First grade, sixteen to twenty years* service, pay . . 55 

Senior grade ......... 70 


Piomotion from the second to the first, and from the first to 
the senior grjide, is by selection ; to the tliird and second grades 
by examination. Qualification in Englisli is necessary before 
entering the Service. 

From the beginning of 1910 a revised scale of pay was intro- 
duced, giving a further increase, as follows : — 


Rs. 

Fourth grade ......... 30 

Third 45 

Second . . . . . . . . •55 

First . . . . - . - . *65 

Senior grade, second class . . . . . .80 

,, ,, first ,, 100 


r 

Promotion from the fourth to the first grade to be by seniority, 
subject to passing examinations ; from the first to the senior 
grade, and within that grade, by selection. The numbers in the 
first class of the senior grade to be restricted to two per cent., 
and in the second class to ten per cent., of the total strength. 
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From April, 1910, the title of Sub-Assistant Surgeon was 
bestowed upon the Civil Hospital Assistants, instead of their 
former title, with its almost menial significance. 

There is probably no service in India in which so much 
difference exists between the best and the worst members as that 
of the Civil Hospital Assistants. It would greatly improve the 
standard of the whole class if arrangements were made under 
which the best indi\'iduals might, after further study, qualify for, 
and be promoted to, the Assistant Surgeon class. 

E. — The Civil Apothecaries. — The Cml Apothecary class, 
intermediate between the Civil Assistant Surgeons and the Civil 
Hospital Assistants, exists in Madras onl}’. The formation of this 
class was ordered in Madras G.O. No. 1001 of 7th May, 1875, 
and the first batch of students educated for it passed out in 1878. 
There were five grades, paid respectively Rs.50, 73, 100, 125, 
and 150, with an additicmal Rs.30 for ch.irge allowance. This 
Service was recruited fi>r a few jaars onlj', being abolished by 
Madras G.O. No. 1079 of ijth May, 1884, and has now almost 
died out, liaving been replaci'd by the Civil Hospital Assistant, 
now' Civil Sub-AsMstant Surgeon cl.iss. 



CIIAP 7 'ER XXVIII 

SURGEONS Aa CIVIL AND POLITICAL OFFICERS 

“ In utruinqiie paratus.’* 

Virgil, Aeneid, Book II. line 6i. 

It has always been the practice of the Indian Government to 
utilise the services of specially selected officers in filling posts for 
which the men chosen have shown special fitness, without con- 
sideration of the Service, civil or military, to w’hich they originally 
belonged. In carrying out this policy, the " Commissions ” of 
tlic non-regulation provinces w’ere officered from the Army in 
larg(‘r numbers than from the Civil Service. The Political 
Department, especially, has always drawn its mtunbers from all 
sources. While cliiefly recruited from the I.C.S. and Army, it 
has employed, from time to time, officers from tlie Medical 
Services, the Police, and the Public Works Department. 

When, after the Mutiny, the fate of tlie I.M.S. was trembling 
in the. balance, when its retention as a separate Service or amal- 
gamation with the A.M.D. w'as under discussion, Sir James 
Outram, who was Military Member of Council in India from 
April, 1858, to July, i860, contributed to the discussion a Minute, 
dated 2nd Jan., i860, from wdiich the following extracts are 
taken.* 


From Appendix to Sir James Outram* s JMiyiuie of 27id Ja7i. i 860 , 

" The boons I crave for tlie Medical Service are, in my opinion, but a 
small instalment of what is due to a body of highly-educated and accom- 
plished English gentlemen, distinguished for their devotion to their duty, 
their philanthropic zeal, and their high moral character — a body of men 
to whom almost every member of the Civil and Military Service is indebted 
for his own life saved, or his health restored, or for like blessings bestowed 
on those most near and dear to him. 1 regard our treatment of the Indian 

• These extracts have been published in the Life of Surgeon Major Alexander 
Grant, Physician and Friend, by George Smith, C.I.E., LL.D. ; London, Murray, 
1902 [pp. 205-208]. See also Chap, XXXVII, The Crown succeeds the Company, 
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Medical Service as regards its ' relative rank,’ its pay rules, the distribu- 
tion to it of honours, and its exclusion from the Political and Adminis- 
trative Department, as unworthy alike of our age and nation. But in 
now proposing to open freely to that body, the Civil, Political, and Miscel- 
laneous offices of the State, I do so exclusively on considcrcitioiis of Stale 
policy. 

" The preliminary education of medical men places them on a level, 
in respect of intellectual accomplishments, with the average of those with 
whom it is our good fortune to recruit our covenanted Civil Service — and 
above the average of onr pin ely military ofticeis ; and theii professional 
education gives them special qualilicatioiis for aiding in developing the 
resources of the country, and in ameliorating the condition of its inhabi- 
tants. They are necessarily acquainted, to a grcaler or less extent, willi 
Geology, Botany, and other branches of Natural TIistory. To thvxv re- 
searclics do wc owe most, if not all, the economic discoveries in Natural 
History by wdiich the East has ol late 3 ’cars enriched the industrial re- 
sources of the world. Ami it is superfluous to indicate the many benefits 
which a knowledge ol Natural TIistory will enable a district ofliter to 
confer on tJic people of his district. As siijH'illuoiis is it to dwell on the 
vast importance to the people c»f tliis count ry. ainongsl whom an ovej- 
workod civil surgeon can larely travel, that theii' district offleers .‘'lioiild 
liav'c that knowledgti of the laws of heahh and of practical sanitary econo- 
mics which is (Ic niiinded of every eandiilalc for a Medical Diploma. 'I'hc 
knowledge cd Medical Jui isprudciu e, possessed by every medical man, 
would be of incalculable value to district oflicers in the detection and 
prevention of crime, ('iiabling them to arrive at definite and (onect con- 
clusions in very many lases wherein from want of sucli knowledge doiib! 
must under existing arrangements necessarily exist in their minds to the 
detriment of the interests of justice ; and, as in the case of the iloubliully 
insane, to the danger of life and projjcrty, and the prolonged suffciings 
of the helpless. And, to conclude a series of illusliations which might 
easily multiply, 1 need but glance at the boon thal would be afloided to 
the villages in tlio more remote parts of the c:ountry by the occasional 
passage amongst them of gentlemen com])eleiit to aiford thc‘m medical 
aid — to give sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, and ease to the suliering 
— who, but for the advent amongst them (for magisterial a.iici li.seal juu- 
po.ses) of ' a kind physician, skilled their wounds to heal,' might for ever 
seek relief in vain from the local native ]nactitionei'. 

Believing a.s 1 do that medical officcr.s are admirably qualilied lor 
civil executive duties, and thal their extensive employment in sucli duties 
would be advantageous to the material and social interests of the people, 
I am not less satisfied that it w'ould tend to the elevation and improvement 
of the Medical Service itself. In the medical, as in all professions, there 
are * round ’ men. whom a mistake on their own parts, or an illjiidged 
selection on the part of their parents or guardians. ha\ c thrust into ' \ quare 
holes,' men who. with little natural taste or aptitude for the healing art, 
have high qualifications for the performance of other duties ; and it is, 
I conceive, eminently desirable that men of this description should not 
only be permitted, but invited, to transfer themseh es from an uncongenial 
to a congenial sphere. Such a transposition is effected in England by the 
existing arrangements and demands of Society; in India it can only be 
effected through the interiiosition of Government. And by encouraging 
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it, the Indiciri Government would not only strengthen their civil establisii- 
nicnt, but greatly add to the professional prestige ol their Medical Corps. 
Would it have promoted the welfare of the sick, the political interests of 
England, or the reputation of the Indian Medical Service, had Sir John 
M^^Neill been compelled to remain in medical charge of a zillah instead of 
representing his country in I 'ersia, or had Lord been kept attached to 
a regiment of Native Infantry ? Were the years during w^hicli Horace 
llayman Wilson was condemned to Jeel pulses and examine tongues 
(because he was an ' Assistant Surgeon ') considered as profitable to 
himself, his ])atients, or the world at large, as they would liavc been had 
liis marvellous ])liiI()logical genius been provided witli the full scope and 
free development that a Professorsliip would have afforded ? Did not the 
public voice <jf England justly ridicule and condemn the persistent con- 
linemcnt to prolessional duties of the accomplislied brother of Sir Alexander 
liunies, who. but tor the real experience of our Service, might have achieved 
a name as great as tliat bequeathed by his illustrious relative ? Not live 
years have elaj)sed since very cutting strictures were made in the medical 
periodicals on the regulations vvhicli compelled Lord EJphinsloiK— whose 
constant and anxious effort it is fo put ‘ llie right man in the right place ' 
— to keej) Liebig in charge of a native liospital, and the scni of the ornitlio- 
logist Ciould — a man hardly less versed in Ornithology than liis Jalhci — 
in medical charge of a Clovernmeut steamer, principally employed in con- 
voying troops and commissariat stores between F>ombay and Kurraclii. 

“ .By admitting iiK'dical officers to civil and miscellaneous posts as 
freely as our military (»liicers, no additional cost would bi^ incurred, and no 
embarrassment wouhl be occasioned to tlie operations of the JMedical 
Department. For when it became known that, through that Dei'aitmenl, 
the general ser\ice of the State could be entered, and that, by the elimina- 
tion from its effective strength of officers having administrative tasters 
and a{)ti tildes, deiiarlmental promotion was aicelerated, we should not 
only find an abuudamar of candidates presenting Ihemsehes at the ccmi- 
petitive examinations in Loiidcm, but candidates of <‘ven a. liigher calibre 
than those we now secure. For, scitlom as I look into medical jieriodit als, 

1 am well aware tliat the gentlemen now in our Servii e do not st nd home 
encouraging reports of the manner in which we treat them. And at the 
recent competitions in London, but forty-three competifors a}>j>earcd for 
upwaird.s of fifty appointments. F»y opening to them the ]H)sts J have 
named, aiul treating them in reference to jiromotion. in the same s])iril of 
liberality as the medical oHicers of the Royal Army have boon treated, \vc 
should make the Local Medical Service as popular and as highly esteemed 
as the Local Military Service.” 

The suggestions made in Outram’s minute, as to the frequent 
employment of medical officers on executive duties, and their 
transfer from the Medical Department to other branches of the 
public service, no doubt soimd strange nowadays. For over 
thirty years past no medical officer has been serving as a regular 
member of any of the “ Commissions which, including military 
and uncovenanted officers as well as members of the Indian Civil 
Service, administer the non-regulation provinces ; and for over a 
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dozen years there has been no medical officer in the ranks of the 
Political Department, other than those employed on professional 
work* But twelve and thirty years arc short perii^ds in the life 
of a Service. It is. no doubt, improbable that medical ofticers 
will ever again serve in the Commissions ; more especially as 
the general tendency of the time is to restrict such (‘ni])loymeiit 
more and more to the Covenanted Civil Service. The lhaigal 
Commission, indeed, has vanished altogetluT ; and the places 
which, thirty years ago, were hi‘ld by fully a dozen military and 
unco\'enanted officers, are now all filled 1)\ the l.C.S. Tlu‘ only 
medical officer in tliis ('ommission, William Henry Hayes, after 
serving in il for twenty years, retired on ibtli April, 187S. The 
officers of the l.]\l.S. enior tliat Service for purely medical wuik, 
using tlie. word medical in its wider sens(', as including various 
branch(‘s of science. Cases in which an officer sliows e\adent 
aptitude for work other than that for which lie has been .specially 
trained must alwiiy.s be rare, though from time to tiiiu' they do 
occur. Military officers in India h;i\i‘ attained tin* highest dis- 
tinction in civil administration, notably Sir John Malcolm and 
Sir Henry l-awreiici*. Even stranger is tin* fact llial a young 
civilian, of lillh* account in his own Service, should rajndly have: 
developed into the most 1)rilliant soldier, the most successful 
General, the foremost Statesman, of his tiinc’ in India. Yet this 
is exactly wliat was done by Clive, a junior Writer. The I.M.S. 
has never had in its ranks any officer who has attained to the. fanuj 
of Malcolm or of Lawrence, inuch less to that of Clive. Y(‘t it is 
surprising how many of its members have been eni])l()yed on work, 
administrative, executi\’e, or political, foreign to their proper 
sphere of duty ; and how successful, on the whole, have been the 
officers so employed. Two, indeed, John liolwell and John 
McNeill, attained no small measure of honour and reputation. 
To give a short account of the careers of some of the officers thus 
employed on extra-professional work is the purpose of this 
chapter. 

The employment of medical officers in political and adminis- 
trative duties, entirely foreign to their profession, was not intro- 
duced into India by the English, but was previously the practice 
of the Mogul Emperors. When the Company first began to trade 
with India, the post of Viceroy of Guzrat was held by Muqarrab 
Khan, who earlier in life had been a Surgeon, under the name of 
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Hassu, and had been advanced by Jahangir to higher employ- 
ment on account of his professional skill. Muqarrab Khan, 
while Viceroy of Guzrat, was sent on an embassy to Goa, and 
while there is said to have become a Cliristian, but the story is 
probably a myth. He was superseded in Guzrat by Prince 
Khurram, afterwards the Emperor Shah Jahan, and transferred 
to the Government of Bihar, and three years later to that of Agra. 
In the beginning of Shah Julian’s reign he was pensioned, and 
died some years later at the ago of ninetj'.* And in 1635 a 
Persian named Hakim Masih-al-Zaman, who had for many 
years serv(*d Jahangir and Shah J;ihan as a pliysician, was ap- 
pointed Governor of Surat. f 

Not many years after the foundation of the Company, mention 
is made of the employment of medical officers in non-professional 
duties. In 1614, one Samuel Saltingston was appointed factor 
and Surgeon at Bantam.J On 7th Dec., 1626, George Turner 
was sent from Surat to Persia, to act either as factor or surgeon. § 
Robert Surtees w-as steward and surgeon at Surat in 1636. || In 
1703, Edward Jarry, Surgeon at Surat, was appointed to be 
steward in addition to his own duties.^ 

Two doctors, Edward Bulkley and Thomas Faucet, were 
transferred from the Medical to the Civil Service at Madras, in 
the early part of the eighteenth century, and both met with con- 
siderable success in their new sphere, as described in Chap. VII, 
Early History, Madras and the Coast. The career of John Holwell 
has tilled a chapter to itself. 

John William Wj'o, who entered the Bombay Service in i/fjo, 
appears to have served as a Ci\'ilian in iMalabar, from the follow- 
ing extract from a Bombay Public Letter of 5th Feb., 1803, 
para. 112. 

" Wye of the Medical Establishment previous to liis departure for 
England some time ago advised his intention of addressing the Court on 
the treatment he had received from the Madras Government. Observe in 
respect to him that his knowledge of the Language and experience in the 
affairs of Malabar early recommended him to the employment of a Trans- 
lator, and afterwards to be a Collector in that Province.” 

• Foster, Letters Received by the East India Cotnpany, Vol. Ill, 1615, notes, 
p. 2i}S. 

t Foster, English Factories in India, 1634-1636, p. xv. 

t Sainsbuiy’, Court Minutes of East India Co., Vol 1 , p. 332. No. 785. 

§ Foster, F.nglish Factories in India, 1624-1629, p. 164. 

II Ibid., 1634-1636, p. 246. 

% Sec Chap. VI, Early History, Surat, Persia, Bombay, and the West. 
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Wye went on furlough in Jan., 1801, and retired without re- 
joining on 2ist Nov., 1804. so spent little more thun ten years in 
India. He died at Hartford, Huntingdon, a few months later, 
on 26th June, 1805. An obituary notice in the Gentleman's 
Magazine for 1805, Vol. 11 , states that he had served as Jtidge. and 
Collector in the Ceded Countries, i.e. in Malabar. 

Another Bombay Surgeon, James Wilson, was i-mployed on 
similar duties. Uodwell and Miles give, the date of his commis- 
sion as Assistant Surgeon as 1788, his appointment, howe\'er, is 
notified in para. 9 of a Mily. Letter to Bombay, dated 2Sth April, 
179T. In a Mily. Letter to Bombay, dated 5th Jan., 1810, par.i. 
103, the Court write — 

“ Af Surfieon Wil.'fon. lie can have no claim to llu; benefit of the 
Merll Kegn.s being enipl03’e«l in a line foreign to Iii.s jirofe.ssion. ” 

Tile East India Register shows Wil.son’s appointment as ” Sub- 
collector of Revenue in .Malabar.” His departure for Englatid on 
sick leave is reported in para. 8 of a -Mily. Lc'tler from Bombay, 
of i6th Oct., i8o(). lie died on furlough in England on isl April, 
1811. 

Charles Chaston Assey, who entered the Bi.ngal Service on 
Kjth Sept., 1799, was for three years, 1814 to 1817, Chied Secaetary 
to the (iovt. of Jav'a, while that ishind was under British rule. 
He died in Fort William on 21st March, 1821. 

John Crawfurd, who joined the same' Servicci on 24th May, 
1803, was one of the most succt^ssful of the I.M.S. officers who 
have adopted a political career. In 1808 he was posted to Penang, 
and in 1811 ticcompanied the e.xpedition to Java, which resulted 
in the reduction of that island. For the ne.xt si.x years, i8ri to 
1817, he was in political employment in Java. From 1817 to 
1820 he was on furlough, and from 1820 to 1823 was at the head 
of an Embassy from the Company to the Courts of Siam and 
Cochin China. In 1823 he succeeded Sir Stamford Rafilc^s as 
Administrator of Singapur, and lield that aiipointmcmt till 1826, 
when he went on an Embassy to the Court of Ava. He retired 
on I2th July, 1827, when holding the post of Civil Commissioner 
of Pegu ; and lived at home for over forty years more, dying at 
his house in South Kensington on nth May, 1868. He was 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society on 7th May, 1818. Craw- 
furd wrote several books on the countries of Further India, which 
HJ.M.5. — VOL. II. K 
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were for long the recognized authorities on the subject ; History 
of the Indian Archipelago, three volumes, 1820 ; Account of an 
Embassy to Siam and Cochin China, 1828 ; Journal of an Embassy 
to the Court of Ava, 1829 ; Grammar and Dictionary of the Malay 
Language, 1852 ; and A Descriptive Dictionary of the Indian 
Islands, 1856. 

Another Bengal oflficer, Andrew Murray, who joined as Assistant 
Surgeon on 20th Aug., 1811, was for some 3’ears in political 
employment in Java. 

John McNeill attained to greater success than any other 
member of the I.M.S., having been employed as an Ambassador 
and honoured with the dignities of G.C.B. and Privy Councillor, 
the onlj’ officer of the Service who has ever received llie.so honours. 
He was the third son of John McNeill, Laird of Colonsay, and 
was bom in that island on 12th Aug., 1795. Ht; graduated as 
M.l). at Edinburgh in 1814, at the age of nineteen, and entered 
the Bombay Army as Assistant Surgeon on 6lh Sept., 1816. In 
1818-19, he saw active service in the Baroda Field Force, in 
Cutch and in the Southern Konkan, and in 1819-20 in P(!rsia. 
Towards the end of 1820 he w’as appointed medical officer to the 
Mission at Teheran, joining in Jan., 1821. In 1822 he went 
home, reluming to Persia via St. Petersburg in 1823. At the 
close of the Russo-Persian war of 1826 he was emplo5'ed by both 
parties in negotiating the payment of an indemnity' by Persia to 
Russia, and was offered the Cross of St. Anne by the Czar, and 
the Lion and Sxm by the Shah, but w’as not allowed to accept 
either. In 1830 he became Political Assistant to the Envoj^ ; in 1833 
he received the Lion and Sim. In 1834 he went home again, and 
on loth Feb., 1835, wus appointed Secretary to the Persian 
Embassy. On 11th June, 1836, he retired from the Company’s 
service, and on 5th June, 1836, left England for Persia as Minister 
Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary from the Court of St. 
James to the Shah, presenting his credentials on nth Dec., 1836. 
In January, 1839, he came home again, and on his arrival received 
the Grand Cross of the Bath, Civil Division. Returning again 
to Persia, he arrived in Sept., 1841, and left Persia for the last 
time on 7th May, 1842. In 1845, the Scottish Poor-Law Act was 
passed, and a Board of Supervision appointed, of which McNeill 
was made Chairman. He held this appointment for twenty-three 
years, till 1868. In 1855 he was sent to the Crimea as Special 



SURGEONS AS CIVIL AND POLITICAL OFFICERS 131 

Commissioner, to inquire into the working of the Commissariat 
and Transport departments in that campaign, and for his services 
there was offered a Baronetcy, which he declined, and was made 
a Privy Councillor. O.xford gave him the D.C.L. in 1857, and 
Edinburgh the LL.D. in 1861. He died at Cannes on 17th May, 
1883. 

Many, members of the I.M.S., probably many of his own con- 
temporaries, have been far more, successful than Sir John McNeill, 
as far as the mere accumulation of mom^' goes. But none, we 
may fairly say, since William Hamilton, has done better ser\'ice 
to his country. Certainly none has received higher rewards and 
honours. Yet, while he attained to high lumours, and lived to 
extreme old age, Sir John’s life was marked by many private 
sorrows. He was thrice marri«»d. His first wife died two yiuirs 
after marriage, leaving one daughter, who also died in childhood. 
His second wife, who shared his joys and sorrows, his trials and 
success, for over forty-live years, predeceased him by fourteen 
years. Of tlu; fivi; children she bore him, four died in infancy 
and cliildhood. One daughter only, the youngest, reached 
maturity and married ; she also died twelve years before her 
father.* 

Josiah Haiian, an American, was appointed a temporary 
Assistant Surgeon on ist July, 1824, and served in the first 
Burmese war. The Court of Directors insisting on the dismissal of 
all locally appointed Assistant Surgeons, he was struck off in 1827. 
He then took service under Ranjit Sinh, the Lion of Lahore, King 
of the Panjab, from whom he received the rank of General, and 
the Governorship of the district of Gujrat. After serving the 
Lahore Darbar from 1828 to 1835, he quarrelled with Ranjit 
Sinh, and left his employment for that of Dost Muhammad, Amir 
of Afghanistan, remaining in that country from 1836 to 1838, 
after which he returned to America. He was the author of A 
Memoir of India and Afghanistan, published in 1842. In this 
work he speaks of having in preparation another work, entitled 
Personal Narrative of General Harlan's eighteen years’ Residence 
in Asia, but this work, apparently, was never published. 

Surgeon Thomas Davies, who joined the Madras Service on 
13th Aug., 1764, in a representation contained in the Madras 

• Memoir of Sir John McNeill, by his grand-daughter ; London, John Murray, 
1910. 
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Mily. Cons, of 12th Aug., 1771, states that, after serving in the 
first Maisur war, he was appointed to be personal Surgeon to 
Haidar Ali and British Resident in Maisur, but that the project 
of his appointment to these posts was never carried out, Haidar 
in the end declining his services. 

Graeme Mercer, who was appointed Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, 
on i8th Jan., 1789, and became .Surgeon on 21st .Sept., 1804, in the 
latter year was appointed Agent to the Governor General at 
Farakhabad. In 1806^ he was posted as Resident at Scindia's 
Court, and held that position till 1810, when he went on furlough. 
During the greater part of this time, from 1807 on, the Resident's 
escort was commanded by Captain, afterwards Colonel, Thomas 
Duer Broughton, author of the welTknowm work. Letters written 
in a Mahratta Camp, Murray, London, 1813. Though a medical 
officer himself, Mercer had a Residency Surgeon on his staff. 
TJiis jiost was held by Henry Wise in 1807, and from 1808 to 
1813 by Kenneth Macaulay, who died at Gwalior on 17th Oct., 
1813. Mercer retired on 30th Oct., 1814, and died at Mavisbank, 
Midlothian, on 6th Oct., 1841. Broughton does not directly 
mention Mercer’s name, but in the ninth letter mentions a Mr. 

M , who was evidently a Surgeon, and in the thirty-first and 

thirt3'’-second letters speaks of Mr. M , the Resident. Pro- 

babljf Mercer is the man intended. 

Archibald Campbell entered the Bengal Service on 8th Maj% 
1827, and became. Surgeon on 16th Jan., 1844. He held the 
post of Supt. of Darjiling from 1840 till his retirement on 8th 
Feb., 1862. When touring in Sikkim witli Sir Joseph Hooker, 
thej' were seized by the Diwan of the Sikkim Raja, on 7th Nov., 
1849, and kept in confinement at Tumlung till 9th Dec. Campbell 
was subjected to considerable indignities and illtrcatment, but 
Hooker was not molested, and indeed woidd have been allowed 
to go, but refused to leave Campbell. On 9th Dec. they were 
allowed to start for Darjiling, under the Diwan’s escort as far as 
the Rangit, and reached Darjiling on 24th Dec. As a result of 
this outrage, the Government of India annexed the Sikkim Tarai, 
and the hills up to the Great Rangit river ; and also stopped the 
annual subsidy of Rs.3000, formerly paid to the Sikkim Raja as 
rent for the site of Darjiling. 

Jolm Spencer Login, an Orkneyman, entered the Bengal army 
as Assistant Surgeon on 5th March, 1832, becoming Surgeon on 17th 
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April, X848. He served in the first Afghan war, and was with 
D’Arcy Todd at Herat in 1839-40. He was then for some time 
Residency Surgeon at Lucknow, served in the Punjab campaign 
of 1848-49, and on the annexation of the Punjab became Post- 
naster General of the new province. Soon after he was appointed 
guardian and tutor to the Maharaja Dulip Sinli, the late King of 
the Punjab, and held that post from 1849 ff* 1858, when his ward 
came of age. He was knighted on 14th Nov., 1854 ; retired, 
after spending several years in England in charge of Dulip Sinli, 
on 15th April, 1858, tund died at Feli.xstowe on i8th Oct., 1863. 
Sir John’s younger brother, James Neil Diyburgh Login, who 
entered the Bengal Service on 6th May, 1842, after serring in the 
Sutlej campaign of 1845-46, became medical officer, and suhs('- 
quentl}' Political Assistant, in Nipal. While holding that post he 
died of cholera at Dinapur on 13th Nov., 1849.* 

Percival Barton Lord enter(‘d the Bombay Medical Service on 
23rd Nov., 1834. In 1S36, he accompanied Captain, afterwards 
Sir Alexander, Burnes, on his commercial visit to Kabul, and 
visited Kunduz in 1837. When the Government of India deter- 
mined to reston; Shah Shuja to the. throne of Kabul, in 1839, 
Lord was appointed one of the Political Assistants to Sir William 
Macnaghten, the. Chief Political Oflicer. Lord came u]) to Kal)ul 
with the force from Peshawar, under Colonel Wade, in July, 1839, 
and served as A.D.C. to Wade at the forcing of the Khaibar Pass. 
He was then posted as Political Agent to Afghan Turkistan, at 
Kunduz, and passed the winter of 1839-40 in the caves of Bamian. 
He was killed in the battle tjf Parwan, where Dost Muliamniad 
defeated Shah Shuja’s forces, on 2nd Nov., 1840. 

James Pattison Walker entered the Bengal army as Assistant 
Surgeon on 5th April, 1845, served in the Panjab campaign of 
1848-49, and was present at the battle of Gujrat. Entering civil 
employ in the N.W.P. in 1849, Civil Surgeon succ essively 

of Hamirpur and Mainpuri, and in 1851 was appointed Superin- 
tendent of the Agra Central Jail, the first central jail opened in 
India, and served at Agra during the Mutiny. In 1858, the 
Indian Government resolved to establish a penal settlement for 
life convicts, chiefly mutineers, at Port Blair in the Andaman 
Islands, then a primeval forest. Walker was appointed the first 
Supt. of Port Blair, and organised the great convict settlement 
• Sir John Login and Dulecp Singh, by Lady Login; London, i8<jo. 
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there. Owing to the severity with which he dealt with an out- 
break among the convicts, executing eightj'-cight, he was removed 
from that post in i85(j. He nuuiied (he rank of D.I.G. on 22nd 
June, 1872, retired on 22nd June, 1877, and died at Clacton-on- 
Sea on 14th Feb., 1906. 

Henry Walter Bellcw, after serving in the Crimea, entered 
the Bengal Medical Service on 14th Nov., 1855, and soon made a 
name for himself as an authority on the language, manners, and 
customs of the Afghans, and as a traveller. During the Mutiny 
he was witli the Lunisdcns at Kandahar ; in 3871 he accom- 
panied Sir R. Pollock’s mission to Seistan, and in 1873 went with 
Sir Douglas Forsyth to Kashgar and Yarkand. He received 
the C.S.I. in 1873. In 1878-79 he served in the second Afghan 
war as Chief Political Officer at Kabul, but had to rt'turn home on 
account of ill health, being succeeded by Sir Lepel Griffin. After 
serving for five years as Sanitarj?^ Commissioner of the Panjab, 
he retired on 14th Nov., 1886 ; he died at Farnham Royal on 
26th July, 1892.* 

It was said of Bellcw that his services on the frontier were 
worth a cotiple of regiments to the Government. This very high 
praise, however, has boon bestowed upon more than one medical 
officer. Before Bellow’s time, a similar remark was made about 
Charles Lindsay Cox, who entered tht^ Bengal Army on 27th July, 
1841, became D.I.G. on 22nd June, 1867, retired on 1st Deo., 
1873, and died at Clifton on 23rd May, 1886. In much later 
times the same thing has been said, with equal tr\ith, of Dr. T. L. 
Pennell, the famous frontier medical missionary, who died at 
Bannu of blood-poisoning, contracted in the. performance of an 
operation, on 22nd March, 1912. 

The Indian Medical Gazette for November, 1887 (p, 333), 
quotes from a letter addressed by General Sir Neville Chamberlain, 
G.C.B., to Dr. David Boyes Smith, Professor of Military Medicine 
at Netiey, a tribute, to the rvork of medical officers on the frontier, 
in almost exactly the words used above, except that no individual 
name is mentioned. 

*' You are right in supposing that I have expressed an opinion that 
the peaceful and civilizing influence of the work done in the dispensaries 
and by regimental surgeons on the frontiers of India, has been in political 
importance equivalent to the presence of some thousands of bayonets. 

• For Bellow see also next Chapter, Other extra-professional work. 
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I have held this opinion, because no amount of military coercion or of 
purity of administration could have exercised the same pacifying effect 
on the heart of the nations that has been produced by the sympathetic 
care and successful treatment of diseases, many of which had been pre- 
viously considered incurable. Throughout my service on the frontier of 
India, I have never known a time when the halt, the lame, and the blind 
have not flocked into our cantonments or into our camps in search of 
relief from suffering ; and, however distasteful may have been the sight 
of our soldiers, or, however galling the idea of subjection to British rule, 
the people have come with confidence from far and wide to seek medical 
aid. The fame of the English doctors has spread beyond our frontiers 
into the remotest hills and glens, and the difficulties overcome and snflcrings 
endured in order to reach a medical officer might seem incredible to those 
unable to realize what it is to be living under conditions devoid of medical 
and surgical aid. 

“ Another humanizing and reconciling influence has been the careful 
and sympathetic treatment of the wounded enemy who have fallen into 
our hands, and the fact of their being liberated and sent back to their 
homes when cured. 

"It is because of such unexpected philanthropy that, a.s conquerors, 
\vc hold a position in the minds of the people wliich would not othojwisc 
be possible. The groat question to be solved in the future is that of how 
to bridge over the chasm which separates the rulers from the ruled. U he 
means of accomplishing this end may be mainly looked for in the sympathy 
to be created between the races ; and I think the medical profession will 
always have it in their ]’»o\ver to give most important aid tow^ards the 
attainment of this object." 

A somewhat similar tribute to the value of the services of the 
Army Surgeon wms paid, long before the British or even the 
Roman Empire existed, by no less a poet than Homer, in the 
eleventh book of the IliaiL In Pope’s translation the lines run 
as folio w^s ; — 


" A w'ise physician, skill’d our wounds to heal, 

Is more than armies to the common weal." 

A brief mention may be made of a few medical officers who 
have served in political employ at a later date, contemporary 
with some of those still serving. John Prondfoot Stratton, who 
entered the Bombay Service on 20th Oct., 1852, and retired on 
23rd Dec., 1886, spent most of his service in the Political depart- 
ment, and was for many years Resident at Jaipur. Sir Alfred 
Lethbridge, who joined the Bengal Army on 30th Sept., 1867^ 
after being for nearly twenty years I.G. of Jails in Bengal, was 
Supt. of the Thagi and Dakaiti department till his retirement on 
1st April, 1898. Oliver Thomas Duke, also of Bengal, after 
serving for some years as medical officer of the Biluchistan 
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Agency, became a Political Agent in that province. After his 
retirement on 22nd Feb., 1887, he thrice contested South Bedford- 
shire in the Unionist interest, but without success. Sir George 
Scott Robertson, who entered the Bengal Service on 30th March, 
1878, made a name by his exploration of Kafiristan, where he 
spent some two years, the result of his travels being given to the 
world in The Kafirs of the Hindukush ; London, i8g6. On his 
rehirn he w'as posted to the Political department, and received 
the K.C.S.I. as Agent in Chitral during the war in that state in 
1895, an account of which he has written in Chitral, the Story of a 
Minor Siege; London, 1898. He retired on 12th Oct., 1899, 
and since 1906 has been M.P. for Central Bradford. 

The above list of I.M.S. officers who have distinguished them- 
selves, more or less, in political or administrative offices, is by no 
means exhaustive. It does, how-ev^er, include all the best-kno\vn 
and most successful. 

Officers of the I.M.S. hav'c also played an important part in 
the foundation of some other departments, the work of which is 
entirely non-medical ; the Post Office, the Forest, Education, and 
Telegrajih departments. The Assay department of the Mint has 
been officered almost entirely from the I.M.S. for over a century. 
Under recent ordi'rs medical officers will no longer be appointed 
to posts in the Mint. 

James Rankcn, who enticed the Bengal Service on 3rd Feb., 
1809, was Postmaster General of the N.W.P. from ist Jan., 1841, 
till he retired on 18th Sept., 1845. George Paton, appointed to 
Bengal on 2Tst Jan., 1835, was Postmaster General of the N.W.P. 
from Feb., 1854, to No^^, 1859. He officiated as Director General 
of the Post Office from ist April, 1856, to 31st March, 1857, when 
Stewart Clark, (Bengal, 24th Nov., 1849) acted for him in the 
N.W.P. In June, 1861, he became Director General of the Post 
Office in India, and held that post till his retirement on 26th Sept., 
1864. Elijah Impey, who entered the Bombay Service on 4th 
Dec., 1840, was Postmaster General of Bombay, from 16th May, 
1856, till his death on 19th No\\, 1868. Sir John Login’s appoint- 
ment as first Postmaster General of the Panjab has been men- 
tioned above. 

In Education, Thomas Alexander Wise, who w'as appointed 
Assistant Surgeon in Bengal from 13th Aug., 1827, when Civil 
Surgeon of Hugh, founded Hugh College, of which he was the 
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first Principal, doubling the work with the. Civil Surgeoncy from 
1836 to 1839, when he was appointed Secretary to the Committee 
of Education, a post corresponding roughly with that now called 
Director of Public Instruction. James Esdaile, who entered 
the Bengal Service on loth Feb., 1831, succeeded him, both as 
Civil Surgeon of Hugh and Principal of Hugh College'. Wise 
was subsequently Principal of Dakka College. He retired on 
nth Feb., 1851, and died on 23rd July, 1889. He was a prolilic 
author, his chief work being A Commentary on the Hindu System 
of Medicine, Calcutta, 1845, a very mine of information on the 
subject of which it treats. He also wrote a Treatise on the Diseases 
of the Eye in Hindustan, Calcutta, 1847 ; and one on Cholera, 
Cork, 1864 ; and a Review of the History of Medicine, two vadumes, 
London, 1867. John Peet, appoint«'d to Boinba}^ on 2nd May, 
1842, also served in the Education department as Inspector of 
Education, Bomba\’ Ihresidency, from 1856 to 1861 ; though 
most of his service was spent on the staff of the Jamsetji Jijibhai 
Hospital, and for tin? last five yecirs of his services he was Principal 
of the Grant Medical College, Bombay. He reliri:d on 14th 
Jan., 1867. and died at Shanklin on iSth Jan., 1874. 

The work of l.M.S. officers in founding the Forest and Tc^le- 
graph departments falls more naturally into tlu^ following chapt»'r. 

During the first half of the. nineteenth century it might be. 
said to have been the rule, rather than the. ('xception, for Civil 
Surgeons, whose professional duties were, in all c.xccpt the largest 
stations, very light, to carry on s(mie other extra-professional 
duties. The office of Postmaster, in particular, was frequently 
given to the District Medical Officer. A few instances arc^ cpioted 
below of various civil offices being conferred on Civ'il Surgeons as 
additional duties, with, of course, additional allowances in each 
case. The, instances quoted are only a few exainpl(;s out of 
many. Similar appointments as Register might be, extracted 
from the Gazettes in dozens, as Postmaster in scores. The other 
appointments were of less frequent occurrence, 

A Bombay Public Letter of 22nd Feb., 1806, reports the 
appointment of Assistant Surgeon Hine, at Bagdad, to be Assistant 
Resident, in addition to his own duties, with an allow'ance of 
Rs. 400 a month. 

A Bengal Public Letter of 31st July, 1820, reports the appoint- 
ment of the Civil Assistant Surgeons of Etawa and Ahgarli to be 
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Postmasters of these stations, the allowance in each case being 
one hundred rupees a month. 

Bengal Civil Orders of March, 1832, note the appointment of 
Assistant Surgeon Donald Blitter to be Sadramin (Civil Subjiidge) 
of Ghazipiir, and Assistant Surgeon J. Davidson to the same 
office at Bihar (Gaya). 

A Bombay Order of 27th Feb., 1839, appoints C. D. Straker, 
Civil Assistant Surgeon of Ahmadabad, to be Assistant Magistrate 
in addition to his own duties. 

In the Bengal Civil ’Orders of July, 1839, arc gazetted several 
appointments of Civil Assistant Surgeons as Registers {i.c. Regis- 
trars) of thedr respective stations. 

In more recent times an Uncovenanted Medical Officer, who 
n^tired less than twenty years ago, held the double, appointment 
of Civil Surgeon and Extra A.ssistant Commissioner of Sinhbhum 
throughout his service. 

Mention may be made of some medical officers who have 
attained distinction as diplomatists or administrators during the 
past half centur}^ not in India, but in other parts of the world. 
Sir John Kirk was Consul General at Zanzibar in 1886-87. Sir 
Rutherford Alcock was Consul General in Japan from 1858 to 
1862, and Minister Plenipotentiary at Pekin from 1865 to 187 1 . Sir 
Samuel Rowe, of the A.M.D., was Governor successively of the 
Gambia, the West African Settlements, the Gold Coast, and 
Lagos. Sir William MacGregor, first a Colonial Surgeon, became 
subsequently Administrator of British New Guinea, Governor of 
Fiji, (Governor of Lagos, and is now Governor of Queensland. 
Sir Lcander Starr Jameson, the leader of the famous raid on 
Johannesburg, was recentl}^ from 1904 to 1908, Premier of Cape 
Colony. 



CHAPTER XXIX 


OTHER EXTRA-PROFESSIONAL WORK— EXPLORATION ; 
SCIENCE; PHILOLOGY; LITERATUJiE 

" Qui mores homimim multoriim vidit ct iirbes." 

Horace:, ^rs Poetica, lim; 14::. 

" rVlix, qni potuit rcrum cognosccrc caiisas.'* 

V'iRC.iL, Cjcorf^ics, II. pjo. 


An aioniint has boon given, in the preceding chapter, of the 
services of some oflieers (jf the I.M.S. in political and adminis- 
trative posts, tlu; duties of which entirely foreign to the pro- 
fession of Medicine. In this chapter are briefly described other 
extra-professional services of members of the I.M.S. , in travel 
and e.xploration, in natural sciences, in philology, in ethnology, 
and in literature. None of these, havi^ any special connection 
with the medical profession, except science. And, while a certain 
amount of grounding in some, of the natural sci('nces is a neex^ssary 
foundation for the study of medicine, thci pursuit, as a profession, 
of these sciences is now usually a thing apart from the actual 
practice of medicine and surgery.* 

I. Travel and Exploration 

To begin with, a brief mention may be made, of tlic, 
names of George Strahan, (Bo. 1619), who was taken into the 
service, of the Company’s factory at Ispahan after making 
his way overland to Persia, and spending some years in the 
service of an Arab chief ; and of John Fryer, (Bo. 1672), 
author of one of the best known early works of travel in the 
East.f Bough ton's visit to Balkh in 1646 has been mentioned 
in Chap. V, (p. 51). 

• The letter and date given after each name show the Presidency, and the 
year of entering the Service. 

t For Strahan and Fryer, see also Chap. VI, Early History : Sural, Persia, 
Bombay, and the West. 
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Coming to more recent times, William March, (Bo. 1766), 
visited Kandahar in 1771-72. March was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon, Bombay, on ist Jan., 1766, and, after serving at Fort 
Victoria, was posted to Tatta in Sind, as recorded in Bombay 
Cons, of the loth Nov., 1769, relieving Jeremiah Farmer there. 
The same Cons, of i6th Jan., 1771, po-st Surgeon A. G. Clugstone 
to Sind, and order March to take Clugstone's place as Surgeon of 
the Resolution. Apparently, instt'ad of joining the; Resolution, he 
went to Kandaliar, for the same Cons, of 2nd Feb., 1773, order 
arrears of salary to be paid him “ from the time of his arrival at 
Scindy from Candahar to the time of his leaving it to return 
hither,” and direct him to join the Bombay Hospital as Assistant. 
On 23rd Oct., 1778, he was granted sick leave, the Bombay 
Surgeons giving him a sick certilicate ha' fever and liver disease 
contracted in Sind, went home, and never rejfjined. 

Alexander Hamilton, (B. 1773), who accompanied Georg(; 
Bogle on his mission to Tibet in 1774, was thus one of the 
first Englishmen to visit the forbidden city of Lhasa ; a city 
which only one other of their coimtrymcn had reached bi;fore 
the e.xpedition of 1904. Subseqtiently, in 1776 and 1777, Hamil- 
ton was twice sent on missions to Bhutan. Robert Saunders, 
(B. 1782), accompanied Captain Samuel Turner’s mission to 
Tibet in 1783-84 ; they, however, never ri;aehed Lhasa. Adam 
Frerc', (B. 1781), who had served at .Meppo previous to entering 
the I.M.S., went with Colonel Kirkpatrick’s mission to Nipal in 
1792-93. Francis Buchanan. (B. 179.4), afterwards better known 
as Buchanan-HamiJton, accompanied Captain Kno.x to Nipal in 
1802-03, and published an account of Nipal in 1819. 

Buch.'inan, however, achieved more important work in his 
detailed surveys of Maisur, Kanara, and Malabar, carried out in 
1804-06 ; and of Northern Bengal and Bihar, from Rangpur to 
Gorakhpur, from Nipal to Gaya, done in 1807-14. Both of 
these surveys have been published, the first as A Journey from 
Madras through the Countries of Mysore, Canara, and Malabar. 
London, 1808 ; the second as Martin’s History, Antiquities, Topo- 
graphy, and Statistics of Eastern India, London, 1838. This 
work consists of Buchanan’s survey, abridged and edited, with 
some notes, by Montgomery Martin. 

The M 3 S., both of Buchanan's detailed report of his survey, 
and of the daily journal from which the report was compiled, are 
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preserved in the records at the India Office. Both of Buchanan’s 
surveys remain standard works to this daj'. 

James Gilbert Gerard, (B. 1814), accompanied Captain (Sir) 
Alexander Bumes in his first journey through Central Asia in 
1832-33, visiting Kabul, Balkh, and Bokhara, and returning by 
Teheran, Ispahan, Shiraz, and Bushire. Gcrrard helped in com- 
piling the scientific part of Burnes’ book on his travels, lie died 
at Subathu on 31st March, 1835, too early to participate in Burnes’ 
subsequent successes or in his fate. 

William Moorcroft, Supt. of the Bareli stud, made a long and 
adventurous journej^ through Ladakh, Kashmir, Afghanistan, 
and Bokhara, which covered a period of six years, 1819 to 1825, 
The part}? consisted of five in all, Moorcroft himself, George 
Trebeck, William Guthrie, a membi-r of tin; Sub-Medical Service, 
Mun.shi Mir Uzzat Allah, and Ghulam Haidar Khan, an orderly. 
Tlie last alone livi'd to return to India. Moorcroft died at 
Andkho, about 15th Aug., 1825, Guthrie at Balkh in (he same 
month, Trebeck soon after at Mazar, and Mir Uzzat Allah, who 
had left the party some time before, at Kabul in 1826. Ghulam 
Haidar Khan got safely back to India, bringing Moorcroft’s 
rough journals. From them H. H. Wilson compiled an account 
of the journey, under the title Travels in the Hinmlayan Provinces 
of Hindustan and the Panjab, in Ladakh and Kashmir, in Peshawar, 
Kabul, Kiinduz, and Bokhara, London, 1841. 

John Henderson, (B. 1815), visited Ladakh in 1835, dying 
immediately after his return, as described in Chap. XXV, Con- 
tracts and Trade. 

George Thomas Bayfield, (M. 1828), was appointed Assistant 
to the Resident at Ava on 13th March, 1835. Between Dec., 
1836, and May, 1837, he made a journey from Ava to Assam and 
back, under the orders of the Resident, Lieut. Colonel Burney. His 
account of this journey was published in 1875, in a Selection of 
Papers regarding the Hill Tracis between Assam and Burma and 
on the Upper Brahmaputra. He also wrote An Historical Review 
of the Political Relations between the British Government in India 
and the Empire of Ava, from the earliest date on record to the end of 
the year 1834, Calcutta, 1835. In 1839, Bayfield was appointed 
Political Agent at Rangoon, under the orders of the Resident at 
Ava, but the Burmese refused to allow his stay in that town. 
On 7th August, 1840, he was gazetted Assistant to the Agent to 
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the Governor General on the North East Frontier. He died at 
Gauhati, a month later, on yth Sept., 1840. 

The services and the fate of P. B. Lord, (Bo. 1834), have been 
related in the preceding chapter. Another Bombay officer who 
lost his life in the same part of the world, a little later, was 
Frederick Forbes, (Bo. 1832), who was murdered by Ibrahim Khan, 
Chief of Seistan, in that province, in Sept., 1841, 

The explorations of William Griffith, (M. 1832), and of T. 
Thomstm, (B. 1S39), an- related further on, under the head of 
Botany. 

H, W. Bellow, (B. 1855), has also been mentioned in the pre- 
ceding chapter. He wr<jle accounts of his stay at Kandahar, 
A Political Mission to Afghanistan in 1857, London, 1862 ; of his 
journey with Sir R. Pollock in 1871, The Mission to Scista 7 t, 
Calcutta, 1873 ; and From the Indus to the Tigris, London, 1874 ; 
and of his travels with Sir D. Forsy th’s mission, Kashmir and 
Kashgar, London, 1875. 

Another medical' officer who served with Forsyth’s mission 
was George Henderson, (B. 1859), joint author with A. O. Hume 
of Lahore to Yarkand, Calcutta, 1873. 

Sir George Robertson, (B. 1878), was the first European to 
penetrate into Kafiristan, as described in the preceding chapt('r. 

W. G. Thorold, (B. 1886), accompanied Captain (now General) 
Bower on his journey through Tibet, Chinese Turkestan, and 
Mongolia. The journeys in China of C. C. Manifold, (B. 1887), in 
1898-99, earned him a special promotion. 

Ont' of the world’s greatest explorers, Mungo Park, though 
not a member of the I.M.S., was a medical officer in the Company’s 
service, as Surgeon's Mate of the Worcester Indiaman in 1792-93. 
He left that service to undertake the exploration of West imd 
Central Africa, as described in Chap. XXIV, The Sea Service. 

II. Natural Science 

A. Botany. — This science is one of those in which officers of 
the I.M.S. have done their most successful work, witness the names 
of Roxburgh, Wcillich, Wight, Griffith, Thomson, King, etc. 

John Gerhard Koenig, (M. 1778), came to India in the Danish 
service in 1768 as Surgeon and Naturalist at Tranquebar, entered 
the service of the Nawab of Arcot in 1774, and was appointed 
Naturahst to the Madras Government on 17th July, 1778. It 
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seems doubtful whether he was a regular member of the Medical 
_ Service. He drew his pay through the Military paymaster ; a 
Fort St. George letter to that officer, dated ist April, 1780, in- 
forms him that Koenig’s salary has been increasi'd from forty to 
sixty pagodas a month, i.c. from about 135 to about 210 rupees. 
Apparently, therefore, he was considered a military officer. He 
died of dysentery at Jaganathpuram on 26th June, 1785. 

William Roxburgh, (.M. 1776), was born at Craigie in Ayrshire 
on 3rd June, 1751, and t'ducated at Edinburgh University. After 
serving as Surgeon’s Mate of an Indiaman, he was appointed 
Assistant Surgeon at Madras on 28th May, 1776, and reached the 
rank of Surgeon four years later, on 27th Nov., 1780. Most of 
his early ser\'ice was spent at Samulcotta in the Nortliem Cirears. 
In 178^ he .succeeded Patrick Russell as Naturalist at Madras, 
and on 29th No\'., 1793, was appointed Snpt. of the Calcutta 
Bfttanical (iardens, in the iilac<‘ (jf Colonel Kyd, founder and lirst 
Superintendent of tliesc gardens, who died on 26th May, J793. 
Roxburgh went home in 1813, and dual in Edinburgh on i8tli 
Feb. ,1815. His chief works were Plants of the Coast of Coromandel , 
three volumes 1795, 1802 and 1819 ; Hortus Bengaknsis, Seram- 
pur, 1814 ; and the famous Plora Indica, published in part with 
additions by Wallich, after Roxburgh's death, in two volumes in 
1820 and 1824, and in full without these additions in 1832. The 
1832 edition was reprinted in 1874. 

William Jack, (B. 1813), after serving in the Nipal War of 
1814-15, went to Sumatra with Sir Stamford Raflles in 1818, 
and died at Bencoolon on 15th Sept., 1822. He published papers 
on the Malayan flora in Malayan Miscellanies, 1821-22. 

Benjamin Heyne, (M. 1799), was appointed Supt. of the 
Pepper and Cinnamon Plantations in Madras in Sept., 1793, in 
place of Roxburgh, transferred to Bengal. He was conlirmed in 
the Madras Medical Service from 30th April, 1799, and died at 
Vepery on 6th Feb., 1819. He was the author of Tracts, Historical 
and Statistical, on India, published in 1814, in which arc included 
journals of tours in India and Sumatra. 

Nathaniel Wallich was of Jewish extraction ; his original 
name, it is said, was Nathan Wolff. He was bom at Copen- 
hagen on 28th Jan., 1786, and after qualifying in 1806 as Licentiate 
of the Royal Academy of Surgeons in Copenhagen, came out to 
Serampur as Surgeon to the Danish Settlement there in 1807. 
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Serampur was taken over by the British in 1808. A public letter 
from Calcutta, dated 30th June, 1809, states in para. 210 that — 

“ !)*■ Wallich, a Danish prisoner, lias been appointed to assist D' 
Koxbur(^h, but without any additional allowances. In the event of his 
pursuing liis researches in the interior of the country he is to be granted 
Ks. 200 per month for tra. veiling charges." 

Wallich got a commission as Assistant Surgeon on loth May, 
1814, succeeded Buchanan Hamilton as Supt. of the Calcutta 
Botanical Gardens in 1816, and held that post for over thirty jj’ears, 
till he retired on ytli April, 1846. He died in London on 28th April, 
1854. During his long teiuin; of office he made botanical expedi- 
tions in Nipal in 1822 ; in Penang, Malacca, and Assam in 1835 ; 
and in Cape Colony, while on leave there, in 1836. His chief 
works were Tcntavien Flora Nepalensis, 1824-26 ; Planta 
Asiatica Rariores, 1830-32 ; while he edited some portion (d 
Roxburgh’s Flora Indica, with additions bringing it up to 
date. 

Robert Wight, (M. i8iy), succeed<‘d James Shuter as Naturalist 
at Madras in 1826, but only held that post for a short time. He 
retired on 28th Feb., 1853, and died at Grazeley, Reading, on 
26th May, 1872. He was the author of Illustrations of Indian 
Botany, Glasgow, 1831, and Madras, two volumes, 1838-30, and 
of Iconcs Plantarum India- Oricntalis, published in six volumes, 
with over 2,000 plates, at Madras, from 1838 to 1853. 

William Griffith, (M. 1832), in 1835, went with W'allich and 
McClelland on an expedition to explore Assam, returning through 
Ava and Rangoon. In 1838 he accompanied Major Pemberton 's 
Embassy to Bhutan. In 1839 he served with the Army of the 
Indus, and went ovc'r the Hindukiish to Khorasan, collecting 
plants. In 1842-44 he filled the post of Supt. of the Calcutta 
Botanical Gardens, He died at Malacca on nth Feb., 1845. 
His works, all on Botany, were published in Calcutta after his 
death, edited by McClelland ; Iconcs Plantarum Asiaticarum, 
1847-51 ; Itinerary Notes, 1848 ; Palms of British East Indies, 
1850 ; and Notula ad Plantas Asiaticas, 1851. 

Thomas Thomson, (B. 1839), also served in the first Afghan 
war, and was taken prisoner at the fall of Ghazni in March, 1842. 
In 1845 he went through the Sutlej campaign. In Aug., 1847, 
he was appointed one of the Commissioners for defining* the 
boundary between Kashmir and Tibet. In 1850 he travelled 
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with Sir Joseph Hooker through the Khasia Hills, Kachar, Chitta- 
gong, and the Sundarbans. He went to England in 1851, and 
worked at Kew in i85i--54. In the latter year he succeeded 
Falconer as Supt. of the Calcutta Botanical Gardens, and held 
that post till 1861, when he went home again, retiring on 25th 
Sept., 1863. He died on i8th April, 1878. He described his 
travels in a book entitled Western Himalaya a)id Tibet, London, 
1852, and was joint author with Hooker of their Flora Indica, 
published in 1855. 

Thomas Anderson, (B. 1854), while a Student at Edinburgh, 
assisted in arranging Dr. Cleghom's Indian Herbarium for the 
University Museum. He served with Hodson’s Horse in the 
Siege of Delhi, and in 1861 succeeded Thomson as Snpt. of Cal- 
cutta Botanical Gardens. While holding that appointment, he 
imported yellow bark cinchona from Java. He died in Edinburgh, 
while on fin lough, on 26th Oct., 1870. He contributed to the 
transactions of the Linnaian Society. 

James Edward Tierney Ailchison, (B. 1858), in 1863, published 
Flora of the Jhclum District, and in 1869 a Catalogue of the Plants 
of the Punjab and Sind. In 1S72 he was appointed British 
Commi.ssioner to Ladakh, and comjjilcd a Handbook of the lyade 
Products of Lch. After ser^'ing in the second Afghan war, he 
accompanied the Afghan Boundary Commission of 1884-85, and 
wrote the Flora of the Kuram Valley and of Afghanistan, 1880, 
and The Botany of the Afghan Delimitation Commission, 1888, and 
Notes on the Products of Western Afghanistan and of North Eastern 
Persia, i8go. He retired on 14th May, 1888. In his later years 
he was engaged on a work Flora Indice Dcsertce, which he did not 
live to complete. He died at Kew on 30th Sept., i8g8. 

Sir George King, (B. 1865), was appointed Supt. of Calcutta 
Botanical Gardens in 1871. He received the C.I.E. in 1890, the 
K.C.I.E. in 1898, retired on 28th Feb., 1898, and died at San 
Remo on 13th Feb., 1909. He compiled a Manual of Cinchona 
Cultivation in India, 1876, reprinted 1880 ; Annals of the Royal 
Botanic Garden, Calcutta, seven volumes, 1889, and Flora of the 
Malay Peninsula. 

K. R. Kirtikar, (Bo. 1787), was the author of Poisonous Plants 
of Bombay. He retired on 24th May, 1904. 

Arthur Barclay, (B. 1874), is knoAvn by his work on the life- 
histories of the lower cryptogams ; many of his papers on this 
H.I.M.S. — ^VOL. II. L 
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subject appear in the first six volumes of Scientific Memoirs. He 
died of enteric fever at Simla on 2nd Aug., 1891. 

Lastly, must be mentioned Lieut. Colonel Sir David Prain, 
(B. 1884), who succeeded King as Snpt. of the Calcutta Botanical 
Gardens in 1898, and in 1905, on the retirement of Sir W. T. 
Thiselton-Dyer, became Director of the Royal Botanic Garden 
at Kew. He w'as elected F.R.S. in 1905, retired on 31st July, 
1906, I'eceived the C.I.E. in 1906, and the C.M.G. in 1912, w'as 
knighted on i6th June, 1912, and is the author of Bengal Plants, 
two volumes, Calcutta," 1904. 

B. Zoology. — ^"rhough the list is not so long as that of the 
Botanists, several members of the I.M.S. have made valuable 
contribulions to the stud}’ of Zoology in India. 

The first in point of lime is Patrick Russell, (.M. 1785), who 
was born on 6(li Feb., 1727, and, after serving as Physician to 
the Turkish Company’s Factory at Aleppo from 1753 to 1771, was 
appointed Botanist and Naturalist at Madras in succession to 
Koenig, on 4lh Nov., 1785, when he was nearly fifty-nine. He 
only held the post for a little over three years, resigning on 26th 
Feb., 178(). He died in London on 2nd July, 1805. The chief 
fruit of his labours in India is contained in his great work. An. 
Account of Indian Serpents, four volumes, London, 1796 to 1809, 
He als(j wrote Descriptions and Figures of Two hundred Fishes 
collected at Vizagapatam, London, 1803; and A Treatise on 
Plague, two volumes, London, 1791, in which he embodied his 
expc'riencc of an epidemic of that disease at Ah'ppo in 1760-62. 

Clarke Abel, (B. 1823), accompanied as Naturalist Lord 
Macartney’s Mission to China, in 1816. On their return H.M.S. 
Alceste, which conveyed the Mission, was wrecked on a reef off 
Pulo Leat, between Borneo and Sumatra, on i6th Feb., 1817. 
The crew and passengers were rescued by H.M.S. Tcrnale on 6th 
March, but almost all the collections were lost in the wreck. 
Abel wrote a Narrative of a Journey in the Interior of China, 
1816-17, London, 1818. Five years later he was appointed to 
the I.M.S., but died at Cawnpur, with under four years’ service, 
on 24th Nov., 1826. 

Thomas Caverhill Jerdon, (M. 1835). stands first as a Zoologist, 
through his famous work. The Birds of India, three volumes, 
Calcutta, 1862-64 i a^nd three other works of hardly less im- 
portance, Illustrations of Indian Ornithology, Madras, 1844-47 > 
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The Mammals of India, Madras, 1854, republished at Rurki in 
1867 and in London in 1874 ; and The Game Birds and Waterfowl 
of India, 1864. He retired on 27th Feb.. 1868, and died at Nor- 
wood on I2th June, 1872. 

George Charles Wallich, (B. 1838), a son of Nathaniel Wallich, 
serv'ed in the Sutlej and Punjab campaigns. After his retii'e- 
ment on ist Sept., i85(j, he was attached to the Bulldog in i860, 
on her survt'y of the Atlantic bottom for the proposed cable to 
America ; and made a studj^ of marine zoology fur twenty 5’^ears. 
He was the author of The North Atlantic Seabed, 1862. In i8g8 
the Linnaian Society • conferred upon him its gold medal. He 
died on 31st March, 1899. 

Francis Day, (M. 1852), made a special study of Indian Fish. 
He held the appointment of LG. of Fisheries from 1863 till his 
retirement on ist No\'., 1876. He received the C.I.IL in 1885, 
also the Cross of Commandi-r of tlie Crown of Italy. He died at 
Cheltenham on lOth Juh', 1889. He was the author of more than 
a dt)zen works on his own speciality, the chief t>f which are The 
Fishes of India, two volumes, London, 1875 and 1888 ; and The- 
Fishes of Great Britain and Ireland, two volumes, London, 1880 
and 1884. He also wrote two books on other subjects. The Land 
of the Pcnnauls, and Tropical Fevers, both published at Madras, 
in 1863. 

F. Bucliamm Hamilton, nu-ntioned above under the head of 
Travel, was also the author of a work on The Fishes of the Ganges, 
two volumes, Edinburgh, 1822. 

Alfred Wilham Alcock, (B. 1885), for many years Supt. of the 
Calcutta Museum, was the author of manj' papers on Marine 
Biolog}', as well as of that most interesting popular book, A 
Naturalist in Indian Seas, London, 1902. He was elected F.R.S. 
in 1901, received the C.I.E. in 1903, and retired on 29th Dec., 1907. 

Under the head of Zoology must also be mentioned the experi 
ments on snake poison carried out by Sir Joseph Fayrer, (B. 1850), 
and embodied in his great work The Thanatophidia of India, 
London, 1872, second edition, 1884 ; also those of John Shortt, 
(M. 1854) ; of A. J. Wall, (B. 1873), author of Indian Snake 
Poisons, London, 1883, second edition, 1898 ; and of F. Wall, 
(M. 1895). 

C. Geology. — Under this head three names require mention. 
Hugh Falconer, (B. 1830), succeeded Royle as Supt. of Saharanpur 
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Botanical Gardens in 1832, and in tlie same year, along with Sir 
Proby Cautley, discovered the Siwalik Fossils. In 1837-38 he 
travelled in Kashmir, Skardo, Baltistan, and Ladakh, and brought 
to notice the uses of asafoetida. In 1844-47 he was on special 
duty in England, arranging the Siwalik Fossils in the British 
Museum. In 1847 he succeeded Wallich as Supt. of the Calcutta 
Botanical Gardens. He retired on 3rd Sept., 1855, and died in 
London on 31st July, 1865. In 1845 he was elected F.R.S., and 
from 1863 to 1865 was Vice-I^esident of the Royal Society. He 
wrote Fauna Antiqua ^ivalcnsis. After his death another work, 
Palceontological Memoirs, was published in 1868, edited by Charles 
Murchison. 

John McClelland. (B. 1830), entered the Service on the same 
da}' as Falconer, 7th April, 1830. He became I.G. on 8th Nov., 
i860, retired on 24th Nov., 1865, and died at St. Leonards on 
31st July, 1883. As mentioned above, he edited the posthumous 
Botanical Works of William Griffith. He also wrote The Geology 
of Kumaon, Calcutta, 1835 ; Reports of the Geological Survey of 
India for 1843 to 1846, and Medical Topography of Bengal and the 
N.-W.P., London, 1859 ; and edited the Calcutta Journal of 
Natural History from 1841 to 1847. 

Henry John Carter, {Bo. 1842), was the author of Geology of 
the Island of Bombay, 1832 ; Summary of the Geology of India, 
1854 ; and Geological Papers on Western India, 1857. He received 
the Royal Medal of the Royal Society in 1872. He retired on 
31st March, 1864, and died at Budleigh Saltcrton on 4th ]\lay, 
1895. 

D. Economic Science. — This is rather a wide subject. Here 
it may be taken to mean the application of the Natural Sciences 
to practical use in working life. 

James Anderson, (M. 1762), served in the Siege of Manilla in 
1762, and afterwards was Supt. of the Madras Botanical Garden. 
In 1781, on the death of Gilbert Pasley, he was iippointed Surgeon 
General, and when the Madras Medical Board was founded in 
1786, became the first President of the Board and Physician 
General. He died at Madras on 5th Aug., 1809. He introduced 
cochineal into India, and had a large share in the introduction of 
silk, sugarcane, coffee, and American cotton. He was the author 
of a series of papers on these subjects, published from 1781 to 
1796, and of a paper on The Minerals of Coromandel, Madras, 1796. 



OTHER EXTRA-PROFESSIONAL WORK 149 

Helenus Scott, (Bo. 1783), in 1784 introduced a new method 
of preparing alkali, which was highly praised at the time. 

David Turnbull, (B. 1791), who for most of his service was 
Civil Surgeon of Mirzapur, and combined with his professional 
duties an extensive business in zamindari and coui\try produce, 
discovered the use of lac dye in that district about 1806.* 

John Forbes Royle, (B. 1819), in 1823 was appointed Siipt. of 
Sahararipur Botanical Gardens. He retired, after a long sp(;ll of 
leave in England, on 25lh April, 1837. From 1836 to 1856 he 
was Lecturer on jM.iteria Modica in King’t College, London ; and 
from 1847 to 1857 Reporter on Economic Products to the East 
India Company. He leprcsented the Company at the great 
E.xhibition of 1S51 in London, and at that of 1855 in Paris, when 
he was made a Knight of the Legion of Honour. He died at 
Acton on 2nd Jan., 1858. In 1834 he published The Botany of 
the Himalaya Mountains and Kashmcrc, and, after his retiri'ment, 
he wrote many works on Indi.in Economic products : The Pro- 
ductive Resources of India, 1840 ; The Production of lsini;;lass in 
India, 1842 ; Culture of the Tcaplant in the Himalayas, 1849; The 
Fibrous Plants of India, 1855 ; and The Culture and Commerce 
of Cotton in India, 1851. Me w'as also the autlior of an Essay on 
Hindu Medicine, 1837 ; and of a Manual of Materia Mcdica and 
Therapeutics, a standard text-book in its day, though now for- 
gotten, which ran through six editions, the last, edited by John 
Harley, in 1876. 

Since Royle’s death, appointments of much the. same nattire 
as his, under different n.imes, have been held, in the India Office, 
by John Forbes Watson, (Bo. 1850), and Sir George Birdwood, 
(Bo. 1854). Both were the authors of many works. Watson 
combined with this appointment the post of Keeper of the India 
Museum, till he retired in 1879. He died at Norwood on 29th 
July, 1892. His chief work is the Textile Manufactures and 
Costumes of the People of India, London, 1866. Birdwood was 
Curator of the India Museum from 1875 to 1879, and special 
Assistant in the Commerce and Statistics Department of the India 
Office, up to his retirement in 1898. He received the C.I.E. in 
1877, a Knighthood in 1881, and the K. C.I.E. in 1887. Of some 
twenty pubhshed works, the cliief are Report on the Old Records 

♦ Gentleman s Magazine, March, 1807. For Turnbull, sec also Chap. XXY, 
Contracts and Trade, 
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of the India Office, 1879 ; and The Industrial Arts of India, 
1880.* 

Edward Green Balfour. (M. 1836), founded the Government 
Museum at Madras in 1850. He was Surgeon-General of the 
Madras Service from 15th Aug., 1871, till his retirement on 30th 
June, 1877, and died in L<mdon on 8th Dec., 1889. Of a long 
list of works, the child are The Timber Trees, Timber, and Fancy 
Woods as also the Forests of India, Madras, 1862 ; and his great 
Eneyclopecdia of India, three volumes, Madras, 1857, with two 
supplementary volume^, 1858 and 1859, second edition, Madras, 
1871-73, third edition, London, 1885. 

Edward John Waring, (]\1. 1849), had been in the Colonial 
Medical Service in Jamaica before entering the I.M.S. He served 
in the second Burmese War, retired on 13th Sept., 1865, received 
the C.I.E. in 1881, and died in London on 22nd Jan., 1891. In 
1868 he compiled the first official Pharmacopceia of India. He 
was also the author of the well-known work on Bazar Medicines, 
first published in i860, and still in frequent use. The sixth and 
latest edition, issued in 1901, Nvas edited by the present Director- 
General, Sir Charles Pardey Lukis. 

John Shortt, (M. 1854), wrote much on agriculture and kindred 
topics ; Handbook to Coffee Planting, Madras, 1864 ; Manual of 
Indian Cattle and Sheep, 1876 ; On the Cocoanut Palm, 1888 ; and 
Manual of Indian Agriculture, 1889. He was also the author of 
A n Account of the Tribes on the Neilghcrrics, 1868, and a Manual 
of Family Medicine for India, 1875. 

The work of Francis Day, (M. 1852), on fishes, and his ap- 
pointment as Inspector-General of Fisheries, have already been 
mentioned. 

Forestry comes naturally under the head of Economic Science, 
rather than of Botany. So early as 1796 an attempt to extract 
teak from the forests of Malabar, and to substitute that wood 
for oak as the standard material for shipbuilding, was made by 
a syndicate, the guiding sjiirit of which was j;\lexander Lockhart 
Maconachie, (Bo. 1788). This venture ended in failure. In the 
correspondence between Bombay and the Court, between 1800 
and 1810, there are many references to Maconachie 's forest leases 
and to his sawmills at Bej’pur, near Calicut. A Public Letter 

* For Royle, Watson, and Birdwood, sec also next chapter. Medical Officers 
employed in England. 
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from Court, dated 2nd May, 1806, in paras. 34 to 36 orders the 
abandonment of the sawTtnills, the venture having ended in heavy 
loss. In another letter, dated 3rd July, 1805, paras. 16 to 23, the 
Court directed that Maconachie might receive a moderate salary 
for his work, which was in the public interests. Among other 
speculations he then had in hand was the building of a 74-gun 
ship at Beypur, with teak from the ]\Ialabar forests. He died 
at Calicut on 19th May, 1806. 

Some members of the I.M.S. had a large share in the organisa- 
tion of the Forest Department. Alexander Gibson, (Bo. 1825), 
was appointed Suj)t. of the. Dapuri Botanical Gardens in 1838, 
and Conservator of Forests in 1847, holding that post till he 
retired on 8ih June, i86o. He died on iGlh Jan., 1867. He was 
the author of Forest Reports, Bombay Presidency, 1847 to 1855; 
Bombay Flora, j86i ; and Handbook to the Forests of the Bombay 
Presidency, 1863. Wallich, in 1827, had examined and reported 
on the teak forests of Tenasscrin';. In 1852 McClelland was ap- 
pointed Supt. of the Forests in the newly-acquired province of 
Lower Burma, an appointment in which he was succeeded, in 
Jan., 1856, by (Sir) Dietrich Brandis, for long the first head of 
the F(»rest Department. Hugh Francis Clarke Cleghorn, (M. 1842), 
after serving for some years in the Maisur Commission, was Pro- 
fessor of Botany and Materia Medica at Madras from 1851 to 1855, 
when he was appointed Conservator of Forests, and in 1867 
Acting I.G. of the Forest Department. He retired (»n nth Feb., 
1869, and died on i6th Maj’, 1895. He was the author of several 
works on his own specialt}-, including The Forests and Gardens of 
South India, London, 1861 ; and a Report upon the Forests of the 
Punjab and Western Himalaya, 18C4. Jt>hn Lindsay Stewart, 
(B. 1855), after serving through the Siege of Delhi in the Mutiny, 
officiated for Dr. Jameson as Supt. of Saharanpur Botanical 
Gardens in 1860-61, and was appointed Conservator of Forests 
in the Panjab in 1864, h<»lding that post till he died at Dalliousic 
on 5th July, 1873. Wliile on furlough in 1869-71 he worked at 
Kew on the preparation of a Forest Flora of Northern and Central 
India. He was the author of several papers on his own subject. 
Flora of the Peshawar Valley, 1863 ; Flora of W aziristan, 1863 ; 
The Sub-Sewalik Tract, 1865 ; A Botanising Tottr in Hazara and 
Khagan, 1866; A Tour on the Punjab Salt Range, 1866 ; and A 
Botanical Tour in Ladakh and Western Tibet, 1869, 
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The appointments of Drs. Gibson, McClelland and Clcghorn 
seem to have been the first such appointments made in India ; 
though it was under Sir D. Brandis, who was not a member of 
the I.M.S., that the Forest Department was organized. 

Buchanan-Hamilton’s surveys might perhaps better be in- 
cluded under the head of Economic Science than under that of 
Travel. 

William Jameson, (B. 1838), succeeded Falconer as Supt. of 
Saharanpur Botanical Gardens in 1842. He played an important 
part in the introductioii of the cultivation of tea into India. He 
received the C.I.E. on ist Jan., 1878, retired on 31st Dec., 1875, 
and died at Dehra Dun on i8th March, 1882. He was the. author 
of a Report on the Cultivation and Manufacture of Tea in Kumaon 
and Garhwal, 1845 ; The Cultivation of Flax in the N.W.P., 1861 ; 
Government Tea Plantations, 1862; and The Plantation of Canal 
Banks, 1876. 

Emanuel Bonavia, (B. 1857), advocated the cultivation and 
improvement of the date palm and of oranges in India by his 
writings. The Future of the Datepalm in India, 1885 ; and 'The 
Cultivated Oranges and Lemons of India and Ccylo 7 i, 1890. 

Telegraphs. — Sir William Brooke 0 ’Shaiighne.ssy, (B. 1833), 
while Professor of Chemistry in the Calcutta Medical College, 
conducted the first experiments for the introduction of the 
Electric Telegraph into India. He was appointed Director- 
General of Telegraphs in India in 1852, and held that post till his 
retirement on loth Oct., 1861. Begun in 1853, the telegraph 
lines from Calcutta were completed tc) Agra in 1854, to Madras 
and Bombay in 1853. He was knighted in 1856, in 1861 added 
the surname of Brooke after O’Shaughnessy, and died at Southsea 
on lOlh Jan., 1889. He w'as the author of The Bengal Dispen- 
satory, London, 1842, and of The Bengal Pharmacopceia, Calcutta, 
1844. 

Veterinary. — The Veterinary Department in India is of 
comparatively recent development, and, until within the last 
half centurj^ the only trained exponents of this science were a 
few veteriiiary surgeons in Cavalry regiments. Most of what 
little was done in this science was done by officers of the I.M.S. 
W. Gilchrist, (M. 1830), compiled treatises On the Diseases of the 
Camel, 1841, of the Elephant, 1843, and of the Bullock, 1846 ; re- 
published in one volume by the Madras Government in 1849. 
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Shortt's Manual of Indian Cattle and Sheep has already been 
mentioned. K. McLeod, (B. 1865), while Civil Surgeon of Jessore, 
in 1869, submitted a full Report on the Epizootic Diseases of Cattle 
in Lower Bengal, which clearly established that the common 
cattle disease of India was rinderpest. He subsequently drew 
up a Manual of Diseases of Cattle, 1869, which was translated 
into Bengali, and a Report on the Sanitary Treatment of Epizootics, 
i86g. Ill 1870 he served upon a Commission to inquire mto 
Indian cattle disease, and compiled their report in 1871. In 1883 
he compiled a Report oh Establishing a Veterinary School in Bengal. 
The site for the veterinary hospital and school at Belgachia. with 
Rs.30,000, for its erection, were given by Raja Sheo Baksh Bagla, 
a grateful patient of McLeod's, at his suggestion ; the school and 
hospital were opened in 1S94. 

Julius Jeffreys, (B. 1S22), was the first to suggest the .suita- 
bility of Simla for a hill station, and was also, in 1836, the inventor 
of the respirator. 

Here also may be mentioned the experiments of James Esdaile, 
(B. 1831), in mesmerism, when he demonstrated the possibility 
of performing major surgical operations painlessly under ana,‘S- 
thesia caused in this manner. 

James Esdaile was born at Montrose on 6th Fob., 1808, 
educated at Edinburgh Universitj', where* he took the degree of 
M.D. in 1829, and entered the I.M.S. as Assistant Surgeon on 10th 
Feb., 1831. From 1835 to 1838 he was on furlough to Europe. 
He succeeded Thomas Wise as Civil Surgeon of Hugh early in 
1839. He also succeeded Wise in the appointment of Principal 
of Hugh College, but that post was shortly afterw’ards separated 
from the Civil Surgeoncy and given to James Sutherland. In 
the C.G. of 22nd April, 1843, Esdaile was appointed also to be 
Registrar of Deeds, Hugh. 

In 1845 he began the experiments in mesmerism, which made 
him famous, the first being done on 4th April, 1845. These 
experiments are described in Esdaile’s published works, w-hich 
are not easily accessible. A short account of them is given as 
Appendix Q, pp. 175-7, ^ small book caUed A Sketch of the 

Administration of the Hooghly District, from 1795 to 1845, by George 
Tojmbee, I.C.S. This account was furnished by Assistant Surgeon 
Badan Chaudra Chaudhri, w'ho had himself witnessed and taken 
part in these experiments. 
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In a period of eight months he performed seventy-three 
operations on patients rendered unconscious b}' mesmerism, 
several being major operations, amputations and excisions of 
tumours, on patients m this condition, who apparently felt no 
pain. The list of tumours removed includes fourteen cases of 
excision of elephantiasis scroti, a long, blood)', and, one would 
suppose, a very painful operation. One of these tumours weighed 
as much as eighty pounds. 

Esdtiile having reported his success in t)btaining ansesthesia 
by mesmerism, Goveinment ordered further experiments to be 
conducted in Calcutta. A room, with accommodation for ten 
patients, was allotted in the Calcutta Native Hospital, for the 
admission of patients willing to submit t(j operation under 
mesmerism, and a committee appointed to watch and to report 
upon the experiments, which were, of course, carried out by 
Esdaile, This committee consisted of the following se\'cn 
members : — 

James Atkinson, I.G. of Hospitals, Chairman, 

E. M. Gordon, Esq. 

Duncan Stewart, M.D., Presidency Surgeon. 

John Jackson, Surgeon to the Native Hospital. 

James Hume, Esq., Police Magistrate. 

A. Rogers, Esq. 

William Brooke O'Shaughnessy, M.D., Secretary. 

Of the first ten patients experimented on, three could not be 
brought under the mesmeric influence, and were discharged ; 
the other seven underwent operation with success. These sewn 
cases included five ti;inours excised, one amputation of the 
thigh, and one minor operation. Of these, three tumoui's and 
the amputation case were reported as having undergone operation 
without apparent pain ; in the other three the absence of pain 
was considered doubtful. There could, however, be no doubt 
whatever as to whether pain w'as present or not, in -a subject 
upon whom operation was performed without an ana;sthetic 
of any kind. 

The report of the committee being favourable, a mesmeric 
hospital was opened, for one year, in Mott’s Lane, Calcutta, in 
Nov., 1846. Cases of all kinds were admitted and operated 
on, undei the mesmeric influence, by Esdaile. This hospital, 
having only been sanctioned for one year, was closed in Jan., 
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1848. Esdaile was promoted to the rank of Surgeon from ist 
Jan., 1848, and was also appointed one of the Presidenc3^ Sur- 
geons. The Calcutta public petitioned (h)venimc‘iit to keep the 
hospital open, but were informed that, if tluy chose, the hospital 
might be reopened and supported bj* public subscription. It 
Avas accordingly' revived, imder Esdaile’s superintendence, from 
ist Sept., 1848, but it was kept up for only one y'car. Soon after 
it was closed Esdaile was appointed Supt. of the Sukia Street 
Dispensary, where h(i continued to practise mesmerism, until hi' 
left India on furlough in June, 1851. He retired on nth Oct., 
1853, ‘iiid died at Sy'denham on loth Jan., 1851). 

As it happened, it was only a very' short time after Esdaile’s 
experiments on mesmeric anaesthesia that chloroform was intro- 
duced. Doctor, afterwards Sir James, Simpson made his first 
experiments with ether in 1846, after hearing of the success of 
trials of that drug m America, and in 1847 he carried out, 
on himself and his assistants, the famous experiments with 
chloroform which led to its general introduction in surgical 
practice. 

Tlie disco\ ery of the possibility of inducing general anasthesia 
by chloroform, and of performing surgical o])erations without pain 
under the influence of that drug, was fatal to any chance there 
might otherwise have been of the practice of operation on patients 
in a state of mesmeric trance meeting with general acceptance. 
Chloroform was much more sure ; and, while chloroform also 
has its own risks, these were at first neither known nor suspected. 
Not every individual was capable of inducing unconsciousness by 
mesmerism, not every patient was susceptible to mesmeric in- 
fluence. Any' one could administer chloroform, every human 
being was subject to its power. Moreover, the administration of 
a general anaesthetic was free from the suspicion of charlatanism, 
and also free from the vague fears of future will-subjection to 
the operator, with which mesmerism has always been associated. 
On the other hand, few' patients who had to undergo operation 
but w'ould gladly accept anaesthesia by mesmerism, rather than 
suffer without any anaesthetic at all, as all, high and low, rich 
and poor, alike had to do seventy years ago. Had he lived and 
made his experiments fifty years earlier, or had the discovery of 
general anaesthesia been delayed for another half century, the 
name of James Esdaile, instead of being familiar only to a few 
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curious investigators of old records, would have stood high on 
the roll of fame, among the great men of the world. 

The late Mr. F. W. H. Myers, in his work Human Personality , 
and its Survival of Bodily Death, London, 1903, speaks thus of 
Esdaile's w'ork — 

" Next came the era of ElHotson in England, and of Esdailc in his 
hospital at Calcutta. Their method lay in mesmeric passc.s, Elliotson’s 
object being mostly the direct cure oJ maladies, Esdaile’s deep ana-sthesia, 
under which he performed hundreds of serious operations. His success 
in this direction was absolutely unique ; — was c<M tainly (setting aside 
supernormal phenomenal the most extraordinary performance in mesmeric 
history. Had not his achievements been matters of official recoid, the 
apparent impossibility of repeating them would probably by this time 
have been held to have disproved them altogether." (Vol. 1, page 160, 
para. 507.) 


III. Philology 

Philology is, with the possible exception of Botany, the 
branch in which the work of officers of the I.M.S. has attained 
its highest level. Three great names stand out pre-eminent, 
Leyden, Wilson, and Sprengcr, and there are many lesser lights. 

Holwcll seems to have been the first of the Company’s servants 
to take an intei’est in the languages and religions of the natives 
of the country. After his retirement hi; published liis India 
Tracts in 1764, imd Interesting Historical Events relative to the 
Province of Bengal and Empire of Indosian, in three volumes, 
from 1765 to 1771. The latter work contains several treatises on 
the Hindus, including The Religions Tenets of the Gentoos (Hindus), 
and The Metcmpsycfuisis of the Brahmans. 

Francis Balfour, (B. 1769), was the first oilicer of the I.]\I.S., 
and one of the first of the Company’s officers, to take up the 
study of Persian and Urdu. In 17S1 he published The Forms of 
Herkern, a State letter-writer in Persian. He is said to have 
made a translation of the Sair-nl-Mutakhcrin, but, if he did so, 
it has been lost. James Ross, (B. 1783), who wrote under the 
nom-dc-plume of Gulchin, (Culler of Roses), made a translation of 
the Gulistan of Saadi, published in 1823. Henry Harris, (M. 1783), 
when he liad only seven j'ears’ service, in 1790. published a 
Hindustani Dictionary. On the work of Harris, Shakespeare’s 
Hindustani Dictionary, first published in 1817, w’as to a great 
extent foimded. 

John Borthwick Gilchrist, (B. 1783), was a most voluminous 
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writer on philology, over twenty works standing to his credit. 
The most important are his Hindustani Dictionary and Grammar, 
published, the first in 1787 and 1790, the second in 1796. He 
was for long on special duty compiling these works. Among 
other books, well-knovra in their day, but long since forgotten, 
may be mentioned The Oriental Linguist, 1798 ; The British 
Indian Monitor, 1800 ; The Stranger’s East India Guide, 1802 ; 
The Hindce Moral Preceptor, 1803 ; Hindoostance Philology, 1810 ; 
and Hindcc-Roman Orthocpigraphical Ultimatum, 1820. Some of 
these works are abridgements or amplifications of others. 

Robert Drummond, (Bo. 1796), compiled Grammars of the 
Marathi and Gujarathi languages in 1799. Ho had served in 
the 77th Foot before entering the I.M.S., and was lost in the 
Lady Jane Dundas on 14th March, 1809. 

John ].,e3'den, (M. 1803), was born at Denholm in Roxburgh 
on 8th Sept., 1775. After studying at Edinburgh, he was licensed 
as a preacher of tlie Cliurc.h of Scotland at St. Andrew's in May, 
1798. He m;ide some reputation in literature, but was not 
successful in the Church. Ho was offered an appointment in the 
I.M.S., if he could obtain a medical qualification, and succeedeeP 
in getting both the L.R.C.S., Edinburgh, and the. M.D., St. 
Airdrcw’s, in 1802, after six months' study. Ih; landed at Madras 
on 19th Aug., 1803, and, ;ifter serving in the General Hospital 
there, was employed in surveying Maisur, and wrote a report on 
the geology, crops, language, and diseases (,i that province. In 
1805 he travelled in Cochin, Malabar, and Penang, and in 1806 
was transferred to Calcutta, where he was appointed Professor 
of Hindustani in the College of Fort William, three years after 
he had reached the country, with service little longer than his 
pupils. In 1808 he was appointed Judge of the 24 Parganas, in 

1809 Commissioner of the Court of Reqtiests, Calcutta, and in 

1810 Assay Master of the Mint. In 1811 he accompanied the 
Governor General, Lord Min to, to Java, was present at the 
capture of Batavia on 7th Aug., 1811, and died on 28th Aug., at 
Comelis, Bata\da, from fever. During his short service of eight 
years, he seems to have done no medical work after he left the 
Madras General Hospital. During these eight years he wrote a 
Dissertation on the Languages and Literature of the Indo-Chinese 
Nations, an Essay on the Indo-Persian, Indo-Chinese and Dekkan 
Languages, compiled Grammars of Malay and Prakrit, translated 
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the Gospels into Pushtu, Baluchi, Maldivian, Macassar, and 
Bujis, and translated into English Malay Annals, and part of the 
Memoirs of Babar. 

The Dictionary and Grammar of the Malay Language, published 
in 1852 by John Crawfurd, (B. 1803), was long a standard work. 
Crawftird's political career has been described in the preceding 
chapter. 

James Atkinson, (B. 1807), made many translations of the 
Persian classics into ILnglish, Firdausi’s Sohrab in 1814, Hatim 
Taee in 1818, Aubid in 1819, and the whole Shahnama in 1832 ; 
and of Nizami’s Layla and Majnun in 183G. Ho was also the 
author of many volumes of verse, of translations from the Italian, 
etc. Among his numerous writings only one professional work 
is comprised. That one, curiously, is on Lithotrity ; The New 
Process of Perforating and Destroying the Stone in the Bladder, 
published in 1831, nearly half a century before that great advance 
in surgery came into general use. Atkinson served as S.S. of the 
Army of the Indus in 1839-42, became a member cd the Medical 
Board on 15th Feb., 1845, retired on loth April, 1847, and died 
in London on 7th Aug., 1852. 

Horace Hajmran Wilson, (B. 1808), soon after his arrival in 
India was posted to the Calcutta Mint, of which he became 
Assay Master in i8i6, and spent the w'hole of his service, in the 
Mint, an appointment which left him ample leisure for his linguistic 
studies. In 1811 he became Secretary to the Asiatic Society. 
He also took a great interest in the drama, and managed the 
Calcutta theatre for jnany years ; his wife was a granddaughter 
of Mrs. Siddons. In 1820 he rvas temporai’ily deputed to Benares 
to reorganize the Sanskrit College there. He returned to England 
in 1831, and retired on 28th Jan., 1834. On 15th March, 1832, 
he was elected Boden Professor of Simskrit at Oxford, by 207 
votes, against 200 for Dr. Mill. In 1836 he was appointed 
Librarian to the East fndia Company ; and held both appoint- 
ments till his death, which took place in London on 8th May, 
i860. Wilson was the author of nearly thirty w'orks of import- 
ance, historical and philological, many of which ran through 
several editions. Space can only be spared for the names of a 
few ; a translation of Kalidasa’s Meghaduta, or Cloud Messenger, 
1813 ; The Theatre of the Hindus, three volumes, 1826-27 ; 
Sanskrit-English Dictionary, 1819 ; The Vishnu Purana, 1840 ; 
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Sanskrit Grammar, 1841 ; The Religious Sects of the Hindus, 1846 ; 
Rig-Veda Sanhita, six volumes, 1850-58, iind a Glossary of Indian 
Judicial and Revenue terms, 1855. The last work is still in 
frequent use. 

Gerhard Andreas Herklots, (M. 1818), translated the Qanoqn- 
i-Islam or Customs of the Musahnans, published in 1834. 

A1o5's Sprenger, (B. 1843), was bom at Nassereit in the Tyrol 
on 3rd Sept., 1813, and educated at Vienna and at Leyden, where 
he took the degree of M.D. in 1841. Soon after he joined, in 
1844, he was appointed Principal of tlu; J^Tuhammadan College 
at Delhi. In 1848 he was transfeired to Lucknow as Assistant 
Resident, and in 1850 to Calcutta, as Principal of the Madrasa, 
and Persian translator to Government. He retired on loth 
Marcli, 1859, and soon afterwards was appointed Profe.ssor of 
Oriental Languages at Berne Ihiiversity. He resigned that chair 
in 1881, and died at Heidelberg on iqtli Dec., 1893. While in 
India lie collected a great librarj’ of Oriental MSS., which was 
purchased for the Prussian State Library in 1858. He is said 
to luive known twenty-tive languages. The list of his works is 
long. Thej^ ixmsist chiefly of catalogues and of editions of 
Persian MSS., but include History of Mahmud Ghitznah, 1847 ; 
Life of M uhammad , 1851 ; and a translation of the Gulistan, 1851. 

Bellew’s Pushtu Dictionary and Grammar have, already been 
mentioned. A. S. Jayakar, (Bo. 1867), translated a zoological 
lexicon from the Arabic. Tlie works of G. S. A. Ranking, (B. 
1875), in Urdu and Persian, including an English-Hindustavi 
Dictionary, 1905, may also be noted. 

Ethnology. — A few works on this subject may here be 
enumerated, the treatises in Hoi well’s Historical Events ; Customs 
and Manners of the Women of Persia, by J. Atkinson ; Budaic 
Sabism by W. Tytler, (B. 1808); Fayrer’s Serpent Worship: 
Shortt’s Tribes on the Neilgherrics ; Bellew’.s Races of Afghanistan 
and Ethnography of Afghanistan, and some of the works of L. A. 
Waddell, (B. 1880), Tribes of the BrahmaptUra Valley and The 
Buddhism of Thibet. 


IV. Literature 

Under this head no member of the I.M.S. can claim a place 
of any importance. No work of anything like the first rank has 
ever been produced b}' any member of the Service. 
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One famous author, who holds a place in at least the second 
rank of English writers, made an attempt to enter the Company’s 
service as a medical officer in the Madras Presidency. In Sir 
Leslie Stephen’s life f)f Oliver Goldsmith, in the Dictionary of 
National Biography, it is stated that he was promised a post as 
Surgeon to a Factory on the Coromandel Coast, where he was to 
receive £ioo a year as pay, and might expect to make £1000 a 
year by practice. (It may be stated that a Surgeon’s pay, at the 
time, w'as still only £36 a j'ear. The hypothetic value of the 
practice seems also to have been greatly exaggerated.) On 21st 
Dec., 1758, he was examined by the Londfjn College of Surgeons 
for a certificate of fitness to serve as Surgeon’s Mate in India, 
and, though he held an M.D. degree, either from Louvain or 
Padua, was rejected. 

I^ofessional works do not come under the head of Literature. 
Works on Travel, Science, etc., have been separately considered 
above. Many men have tried their hands at writing no^'ols, but 
without much success ; the most readable, perhaps, being Golden 
Bullets, by W. W. Ireland, and Spirit of Storm, by Sir Ronald 
Ross. Leyden had some reputation as a minor poet, before he 
entered the service. Many other men have published volumes 
of verse, the most pretentious being the translation of Dante’s 
Inferno into blank verse, issued by Joseph Hume, (B. 1799), the 
once wcll-knowTi Radical M.P., in 1812 ; but none arc at all likely 
to live. As instances, however, of intenrsting works in their 
respective lines may be given Indian Field Sports, by Daniel 
Johnson, (B. 1789) ; Shefehes from Nepal, by H. A. Oldfield. 
(B. 1846), and Plagues and Pleasures of Life in Bengal, and Some 
Indian Friends and Acquaintances, by D. D. Cunningham, 
(B. 1868). 

As a subject of Literature the I.M.S. does not figure largely. 
In almost all novels of Anglo-Indian life, members of the Service, 
civil or military, appear more or less among the characters. The 
hero of The Surgeon’s Daughter, published in 1831, Sir Walter 
Scott’s last and weakest novel, is Adam Hartley, a member of 
the Madras Medical Service. The period of this work is not 
distinctly stated, but must have been about 1770-80, as Hartley 
meets Haidar Ali, who died on 7th Dec., 1782. In Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle’s story and play. The Speckled Band, the chief 
character is Dr. Grimesby Rylott, a retired Indian Surgeon, who 
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conuiiits a mysterious murder through the agency' of a poisonous 
snake. 

To Indian History members of the I.M.S. have contributed 
many volumes. If none can claim to rank among the great 
histories of English Literature, many arc sound works of some 
historical importance, and many are interesting to read. Room 
can only be spared to give the bare names of a dozen or so of 
authors and their works : J. Atkinson, (B. 1807), The Expedition 
into Afghanistan : H. H. Wilson, (B. j8o8). Narrative (f the 
Burmese War, 1S24-26 ; Wilson also compiled llie last three 
volumes, the si.vth to the ninth, of Mill’s Jlislury of British India ; 
R. H. Kennedy, (Bo, i8 ij), Narrative of the Campaign of the Army 
of the Indus in Scindc and Kabul in 1838-39 ; J. Bird. (Bo. 1818), 
History of Gujarat; Sir James Burnes, (Bo. 1S21), History of 
Cutch; W. L. MacGregor, (B. 1826), History of the Sikhs; I>. 
Maepherson, (M. 183C), The War in China and A ntiquitics of 
Kcrtch ; T. Duka, (B. 1854), Czotna de Koros ; J. J. Halls, ( 13 . 
1854), Months in Arrah in 1857 ; W. W. Ireland, (B. 1856), 
History of the Siege of Delhi ; D. Wright, (B. 1858), History of 
Nipal ; Sir Henri Blanc, (Bo. 1859), Narrative of Captivity in 
Abyssinia ; J. Duke, (B. 1872), Recollections of the Kabul Cam- 
paign ; and finally that most cliarming book, Echoes of Old Cal- 
cutta, by H. E. Busteed, (M. 1855). 

Art is not a subject which has a])]5ealed greatly to many 
Indian officers of any service. But the work of Colonel T. H. 
Hendley, (B. 1869), and his publications on Indian Art, during 
nearly a quarter of a century' at Jaipur, should be noted ; Jcyporc 
and its Arts, Alwar and its Art Treasures, Jcyporc Enamels, 
Damascening on Steel, Asian Carpets, and Indian Jewellery. 
Under the head of Art may also be mentioned Atkinson’s Sketches 
in Afghanistan, 1842, the original paintings for which now hang 
in the India Office, and some of the works of J. F. Watson and of 
Sir George Birdwood. 


H.I.M.S, — n. 
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CHAPTER XXX 


MEDICAL OFFICERS ExMPLOYED IN ENGLAND 


*' Distal o]nis nostrum, sed fontibus exit ab isdem. 

Artis ct inpen iiac ciiltor uterque siimus." 

Ovid, ujnstolac ex Ponto, Book 11 , Epistle V, lines 65, 66. 

F'kom within ;i few \-ears of its foundation, up to its dissolution, 
the East India Company always cinj^loyed one or more medical 
officers in England, the number rising, in the first half of the 
nineteenth century, to about a dozen. Since the Crown succeeded 
the Company, the number has been smaller, but there arc at 
present four medical appointments under the India Oflice held 
by retired members of the LM.S. 

The first of thosi* posts was that hc*ld b\' John Woodall, ap- 
pointed Surgeon (h^m*ral to the Company in 1614. His career 
has been described at length in Chap. III. Ho served the Comi^any 
for nearly thirty years, resigning in May, 1O43, when his nephew, 
Henry Boone, was appointed in his placi'. Boone, however, was 
not given the title of Surgeon General, and appears to have been 
paid by fees, not to have received a fixed salary. 

For over a hundred years no more is heard of the Company's 
medical officers in England. But it is evident that the duties 
performed in his time by Woodall, such as examination of supplies 
of instruments and drugs, selection of medical officers for service 
on land or sea, and general professional ad\'icc, must have been 
discharged by some medical man, whether paid by salary or by 
fees. 

In 1773, the Directors appointed a professional Board in 
London, to examine candidates for their medical service.* The 
names of the Surgeons or Physicians who formed this Board are 
not given in the orders. 

The first medical man to hold this post, whose name can be 


Sec Cliap. XXil, Appointment to the Service, examinations. 



MEDICAL OFFICERS EMPLOYED IN ENGLAND 103 

given, was George Marten. The Gentleman’ a Magazine for July, 
1793, records the death in London, on 3rd Julj', aged 77, of 
" George Marten, Esq., of Limehouse, many years Examining 
Surgeon to the East India Company.” 

On INIarten’s death, Drs. Lorimer and Hunter took his place. 
An extract from a Letter from Court, dated 8th July, 1795, 
quoted in the Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 6th 
Jan., 1796, notes the names of Dr. Lorimer and Dr. Hunter as 
being the two Physicians appointed to exainine all medical indents 
from India. 

Dr. Lorimer appears to have died soon after his app(untuient. 
A volume of Papers presented to the House of Commons on 14th 
April, 1806, containing lists of pensions and gratuities paid by 
the Company, notes the payment in 1794-95 “ to Dr. Hunter 
for Dr. Lorimer, examining Surgeons, Surgeons Mates, etc., 
£225 15s. od." And in 1796 “ To Dr. Lorimor’s representatives 
for examining Ship’s Journals, ;^i8i 2s. 6d.” 

The Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board of 30th March, 
1797, qiiote an extract from a Letter from Court dated 27th July, 
1796, to the elfect that John Hunter had been appointed as their 
Examining Physician, to inspect medical indents, etc. No 
mention is made of Lorimer, who was prcisumably dead. The 
Parliamentary Papers of iqtli April, 1806, quoted above;, mention 
payments " to Dr. Hunter, for examining Surgeons, Surgeons 
Mates, etc.,” yearly, from 1797-98 to 1805-06, inclusive. These 
payments vary in amount, the lowest being £112 17s. (id. in 
1798-99, and the highest £228 7s. 6d. in 1805-06. 

Though completely o\'ershadowed by his far greater con- 
temporary of the same name, John Hunter the Amatomist, who 
died on i6th Oct., 1793. the Company's Examining Physician, 
John Hunter, was also a man of some note in his day. He was 
educated at Edinburgh, where he took the M.D. in 1775. After 
getting the diploma of L.R.C.P., London, in 1777, he entered the 
A.M.D., and served in Jamaica in 1781-83. On his return from 
the West Indies he left the Army and settled in practice in London. 
In 1788 he published a work entitled Observations on the Diseases 
of the Army in Jamaica, which reached a second edition in 1796 
and a third in 1808. He was elected F.R.S. in 1787, F.R.C.P. in 
1793, and subsequently was appointed Physician Extraordinary 
to the Prince of Wales. He died in London on 29th Jan., 1809. 
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Hunter’s successor was William Dick, a retired officer of the 
I.M.S. He entered the Bengal Service as Assistant Surgeon on 8th 
Nov., 1781, became Surgeon on 20th Oct., 1794, put in most of 
his service as Superintendent, and owner, of the Calcutta Lunatic 
Asylum,* and retired on 17th Dec., 1802. He held the post up 
to 1818, and died in Scotland on i6th Jan., 1821. f 

In 1815, William Frederick Cliambers was appointed as 
Assistant to William Dick, and in 1818 succeeded him as Examin- 
ing Physician. Chambers was born in India in 1786, and was 
educated at Cambridge and Edinburgh Universities and at St. 
George’s Hospital. He took the degrees of B.A. Cantab, in 1808, 
M.A. in 1811, M.D. in 1818. In 1816 he was appointed Physician 
to St. George's Hosintal, and in 1819 was elected F.R.C.P. He 
held the appointment of Examining Physician to the Company 
up to 1835, ^vhen he resigned, under the pressure of increasinj, 
practice as the leading Consulting Physician in London. In 
1836 he was appointed Physician in Ordinary to the King, William 
IV, and in 1837 the Knighthood of the Royal Hanoverian Guelphic 
Order was conferred upon him. He was appointed Physician in 
Ordinary to Queen Victoria on her accession, in 1837, and to her 
mother, the Duchess of Kent, in 1839. He died at Lymington, 
aged 69, on I7lh Dec., 1855. 

When Chambers resigned, another retired officer of the A.M.D., 
John Robert Hume, was appointed in his place, and held the post 
for ten years, 1835 to 1845. Hume was born in 1781, educated 
at Glasgow and Edinburgh Universities, and entered the A.iM.D., 
serving throughout the war in the Peninsula. When peace was 
made, he was placed on half-pay,and entered on practice in London. 
He took the M.D. at St. Andrews in 1816, and the L.R.C.P., 
London, in 1819. In 1834, he received the degree of D.C.L., 
Oxon, and in 1836 was elected F.R.C.P. He was also Physician 
to the Duke of Wellington. In 1836 he w'as appointed a Com- 
missioner in Limacy. He resigned his appointment under the 
Company in 1845, received the C.B. in 1850, wffien the Bath was 
first conferred upon Medical Officers, and died in London on 
1st March, 1857. 

Hume’s successor was Dr. John Scott. He was bom at 

* See Chap, XLll, Hospitals in India, 

t Another William Dick served in the Prince of Wales Island Medical Service ; 
he retired on 6th Nov., 1807. 
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Benholme, in Kincardine, on 26th Jan., 1797, studied at Marischal 
College, Aberdeen, from 1810 to 1814, but did not graduate, 
afterwards at the London Hospital, and Edinburgh University, 
and took the L.R.C.S., Edinburgh, in 1817, and the M.D. in 1820. 
After making three voyages to the East, as Sui'geon’s Mate of 
the Lady Melville in 1818-19, Surgeon of the Farqitharson in 
1820-21 ^and in 1822-23, settled in practice at Barnes in 1824. 
Among the candidates on Hume’s retirement were two far more 
distinguished men. Sir James Annesley and Ranald Martin, but 
the Chairman of the Court of Directors strongly supported Scott, 
who was his own jnedical attendant, and carried his appointment 
bj' a small majority. Scott held office till his death, which took 
place, from angina, on i8th Jan., 1859. 

Shortly before Scott’s death, the Government of India had 
passed from the Company to the Crown. Sir James Ranald 
Martin, who succeeded Scott, was appointed " Physician to the 
Secretary of State for India in Council.” Martin was one of the 
most distinguished officers who have ever served in the I.M.S. 
He was bom in Skye on 12th May, 1796, educated at St. George’s 
and at the Windmill Street School of ]\Iedicine, took th(^ M.R.C.S. 
on 7th Oct., 1814, at the age of eighteen, and entered the Bengal 
Medical S(’.rvicc as Assistant Surgeon on 5th Sept., 1817. In 1820 
he served with the Ramgarh Battalion in Sambalpur and Sinh- 
bhura, in 1821 he was appointed to the medical charge of the Body- 
guard. Towards the end of 1823, on the adxnce of Simon Nicol- 
son, then the leading physician in Calcutta, he was scl(>cted by 
the Governor General, Lord Amherst, to go to Haidarabad, to 
attend Sir Charles Metcalfe, the Resident, who was seriously ill. 
Having treated his patient with success, and having brought him 
to Calcutta, Martin rejoined the Bodyguard, and served with 
that corps in the first Burmese war of 1824-26, being present at 
the capture of Donabew. On his return from Burma he was 
appointed Assistant Surgeon to the Genenil Hospital in Calcutta, .a 
post which he had twice previously held for short periods. On 
22nd Sept., 1828, he reached the rank of Surgeon, and in the 
same year %vas appointed Surgeon to the Governor General, 
Lord William Bentinck, on his arrival in India. In 1829 he was 
appointed Garrison Surgeon of Fort William, and officiating 
Surgeon of the General Hospital ; in 1830 he became a Presidency 
Surgeon, and in Nov. of the same year was appointed to the 
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ciiarge of the Calcutta Native Hospital, in the place of Simon 
Nicolson. These appointments he held till he left India in Jan., 
1840, retiring, after two years’ furlough, on 20th May, 1842. 

While carrying on a large practice in Calcutta, along with 
much official work, Martin found time to put forward many plans 
for the amelioration of the city, and for the improvement of the 
prospects of his own service. In 1835 he suggested that medical 
officers should be called upon to write medico-topographical 
reports on their stations and districts, a suggestion which was 
adopted by Government. His own work, Noics on the Medical 
Topography of Calcutta, was published in 1837, a second edition 
following in 1839. In 1838 he submitted minutes on promotion 
and pension in the I.M.S.* After his retirement, in 1856, he sub- 
mitted an important minute on the Status of the Army Medical 
Officer, f He strongly advocated the grant of military honours, 
such as the Bath, to the medical officers of the Army. The part 
he plajT-d in obtaining this recognition for the A.M.D. and the 
I.M.S. is shctwm by the following letter from General De Lacy 
Evans, written to congratulate Martin on his knighthood and 
C.B., and quoted in Fayrer’s Life of Martin, page 168. 

My dear Sir, — 1 had the pleasure of calling on you yesterday merely 
to express to you in person the gratification 1 felt on the announcement 
of the honorary recognition of your most valuable public services by Her 
Majesty. This, thougli late, is, as reformers say, a. ste]) in the right 
direction. 

Under your instruction, and solely through the information afforded 
me by you, the motion 1 made in Parliament was the direct proximate 
cause of the Order of tlie Bath being oxf ended to the Medical l!)cpartment. 
And yet years have elapsed before the originator of this long withheld 
extension participated in tlie result. Better late than never. With 
hearty good wishe.s, Believe me, etc., — Dc Lacy Evans." 

The General remarks that, while Martin had a leading share 
in gaining this recognition for his Service, years elapsed before he 
himself reaped the benefit of it. Curiously, also, while the grant 
of increased pensions to the I.M.S. from i6th July, 1842, and from 
19th April, 1844, w'as mainly due to Martin’s advocacy, he himself 
retired a little too early to gain any advantage from the increase. 

• These minutes arc giv'cn in full in Fayrer’s Life of Sir James Ranald Martin , 
pp, 84-91. Extracts are quoted in Chap. XVI. Military and Civil, and in Chap. 
XXXV, The First Half of the Nineteenth Century. 

t This minute is Riven in full in Fayrer’s L{fe of Martin, pp. 150-152, thence 
copied in Chap, 'KICKV, The First Half of the Nineteenth Century. 
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Martin had been elected F.R.S. m 1845. The C.B. was con- 
ferred upon him on the 25th April, i860, and in the same j'^ear 
he received the honour of knighthood. In 1844 selected 

as one of the original Fellows of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
when that grade was first instituted. 

On 31st Oct., 1864, was estabhshed the Medical Board of the 
India Office, Martin, as Physician to the Secretary of State, being 
ex-officio President, and recemng the rank of I.G., that there 
might be no doubt of his seniority to the other members. Two 
other members were appointed; one an officer of the A.M.D., the 
other of the I.M.S. The A.M.D. member was droppc'd in 1873, 
and the Board reduced in numbers to two, the President and one 
Member, the number at which it still remains. Up to about 
1889 the appointment of Member was usually filled bj’ ;in I.M.S. 
officer on furlough, since, that year by an officer on the retired list. 

.Martin resigned his appointments on 17th Nov., 1S74, and 
died of bronchitis a few days later, on 27111 Nov. lie was suc- 
('eeded by Sir Joseph Fayrcr, who had held the post of Member 
of the Board for the two preceding 3’cars. In 1897, Fayrcr pub- 
lished a Life of Inspector General Sir James Ranald Martin, from 
which most of the above facts are taken. 

Sir Joseph Fayrcr held office for just twenty years, ri'.liring 
on I2th Jan., 1895. He was succeeded by Sir William Hooper, 
who retained the appointment till near the end of 1903, when 
he retired, and Sir Arthur Branfoot was appointed. Branfoot 
held the post for nearly ten years, and was succeeded on 28th 
Feb., 1913, by the present President, Sir Richard Havelock 
Charles, G.C.V.O. 

The names of the medical officers employc'd in England by 
the Company, and later by the India Office, and those of the posts 
which they held, may be found in the successive half-yearly 
volumes of the East India Register, and, since that publication 
was discontinued in 1876, in the India Office Lists. The dates 
given in these lists arc, of course, merely approximate. 

The earliest of these appointments, in date, which appears in 
the East India Register, is that of Inspecting Surgeon for Invalid 
Seamen and Soldiers, shown for the first time in 1803, when the 
post was held by James Bureau, who continued in office till 1807, 
when he was succeeded by William Hopkins. In 1813, Samuel 
Proctor was appointed to this post, and held it for thirty-six 
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years, till 1849, when he was succeeded by W. G. Merrett, who 
retained it till 1858, w'hen the post was abolished, on the demise 
of the Company. 

In 1813 a second appointment of a similar kind appears in 
the lists, that of Inspecting Surgeon for Lascars and Chinese, the 
holder being Hilton Docker, who was succeeded by John Hyslop 
in 1815. Hyslop held the post up to 1834, when it was iibolishcd, 
being no longer necessary, when the Company’s monopoly of the 
China trade came to an end with the Charter of 1834, and the 
Coinpan3’’s fleet of Indfamcn was sold off. 

A third similar :ippointmcnt, that of Inspecting Surgeon ior 
Lascars and Chinese on board ships in th<i river, is first shown in 
1817, and was held by Adam Parke from tliat dat<! up to 1834, 
when it also was abolished. 

An appointment, however, of much the same nature, that of 
Inspecting Surgeon, Gravesend, is shown from 1851 to 1858, 
when it came to an end. Charles Pinching held the post for these 
eight years. 

In 1811 are given the names of Lewis Leesc and Benjamin 
Travers as Surgeons to tlie Wareliouse Department. In 3815, 
James Iliimc Spry took the place of Travers. Leese and Spiy 
are shown as filling these posts up to 1838, after which both 
njimes and posts are omitted from the lists. 

In the first third of the nineteenth century the East India 
Company kept up a Brigade of Volunteers, consisting of three 
Battalions of Infantrj'^ and one Companj?^ of Artillery, officered 
and manned by their servairts in England. From 1803 to 1807 
James Bureau rvas Surgeon to this Brigade, with Robert Cooke 
as Assistant Surgeon in 1806. From 1808 to 1813 Lewis Leese and 
Benjamin Travers were Surgeons to the Corps, showing that their 
appointments as Surgeons to the Warehouse Department probably 
existed for some j'ears before they were included in the Register. 
During the 3rears 1814 to 1822 inclusive, the Corps disappears 
from the lists, but reappears in 1823. Leese and Spry were 
Surgeons to the Brigade up to 1834, when it was finally dis- 
embodied, on 25th March, 1834. 

Towards the end of the eighteenth century, the Company 
instituted a recruiting dep6t in England for its European troops 
in India. At first, and during the early part of the nineteenth 
c-entury, this depot was situated in the Isle of Wight. In 1815, it 
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was transferred to Chatham, and in 1844 to Warlej^^ in Essex. 
It was abolished in i860, being no longer required when the 
Crown had taken over the Company ’.s armJ^ 

The first medical officer of this depot whose name has been 
preserved was a Dr. Ogle, to whose widow a pension of £20 was 
granted by the Company on 28th Dec., 1804.* Dr. Thomas Ogle, 
presumably his son, held the post from 1803 to 1822, wlien he 
was succeeded bj- Surgeon William Albert Davis, a retired Bombay 
officer. Da^'is entered that Service on 5th Dec., 1799, became 
Surgeon on 5th March, 1812, went home dh sick leave early in 
1813, and took the ]M.D. at St. Andrews in that year, I'ctiring on 
24th Oct., 1814. He held the post up till 1837, and died at 
Brompton on 17th July. 1838. From 1826 to 1832 Robert Elliot 
is shown as Assistan t Surgeon to the Recruiting Depot. Elliot had 
spent fifteen years in the Sea Service of tlie Company, sailing as 
Surgeon’s Mate of tlie Contis in 1908-10, then four voyages as 
Surgeon of the Ceres, from 1810 to 1820, and two as .Surgeon of 
llie Kellie Castle m 1821-22 and 1823-24. He succeeded Davis in 
1837, but held the appointment for only three years. His 
.successor, appointed in Jan., 1841, was Surgeon Alexander Russell 
Jackson, a retired Bengal officer, who took the M.D. at Edinburgh 
in 1818, the jM.R.C.S. in 1819, and got a commission as Assistant 
Surgeon on 15th April, 1820, becoming Surgeon on i8th June, 
1831. He was one of the original Fellows of the Royal College 
of Surgeons, elected in 1844. He retained the post till his death 
at Warley Barracks on aStli July, 1855. He was succeeded by 
another retired officer of the I.M.S., Duncan Stewart, who took 
the diploma of L.R.C.S.E. in 1823, and the M.D. at King’s College, 
Aberdeen, in 1824. He entered tlie Bombay Service as Assistant 
Surgeon on 15th April, 1825, was tr;insferred to Bengal on 5t]i 
Oct., 1825, and became Surgeon on 9th March, 1839. He was 
appointed to the Depot on 2nd Oct., 1855, and retired from 
the I.M.S. on 9th Oct., retaining the post till it was abolished in 
i860. He died at Tunbridge Wells on 26th March, 1875. 

From 1844 to i860, an Assistant Surgeon was also retained on 
the staff of the Depot. This appointment was held by a succession 
of I.M.S. officers on furlough, some fourteen men in turn during 
the sixteen years the post was in existence. 

The appointment of Surgeon to Poplar Hospital appears for 
* Papers presented to the House of Commons, 14th April, 1806, p, 3. 
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the first time in the East India Register of 1828, when it was held 
by Francis Beale, who retained the post till 1851, when he was 
succeeded by Thomas Gray, who held office up till 1858. On the 
abolition of the Company, the appointment, as an appointment 
under the Company, necessarily came to an end. A hospital at 
Poplar, however, still exists, the Poplar Hospital for accidents, 
at East India Dock, estabhshed in 1855. 

From 1809 to 1819 the name of Charles Maclean is shovm as 
Lecturer on Diseases of Hot Climates. The Dictionary of National 
Biography states that Maclean was appointed to this post in 1809 
or 1810, that he was travelling in the East from 1815 to 1S17, 
and was reappointed to the Lectureship in 1818. An account 
of Maclean’s stormy career is given in Chap. XXIV, The Sea 
Service, pp. 60, 61. 

For tlie eight years from 1818 to 1825 John Borthwick Gil- 
christ’s name is given as Lecturer on Hindustani. Gilchrist was bom 
in 1759, and, after serving in the Navy, was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon, Bengal, in G.O. of 5th April, 1783. He became Surgeon 
on 2ist Oct., 1794. A Public Letter from Calcutta, dated 25th 
Dec., 1798, states in paras. 114-118 that Mr. Gilchrist has been 
appointed to gi\'e daily lessons to the junior serv^ants, (civilians), 
and that tlie aUowancc's drawn by each writer for Munshis have 
been abolished, and gi\'en to Mr. Gilchrist. When the College of 
Fort William was founded by Lord Wellesley in 1800, Gilchrist 
was appointed its Head or Principal. He returned to England 
in 1804, and received the degree of LL.D. Edinburgh, on 30th 
Oct., 1804. He retired on 6th Jan., 1809, and died in Paris on 
9th Jan., 1841. His successor as Lecturer on Hindustani was the 
famous Orientalist, Duncan Forbes, compiler of Forbes’ Hindu- 
stani Dictionary, Grammar, and many other works. 

A greater Oriental scholar, Horace Hayman Wilson, was 
appointed Librarian to the East India Company in 1836, and held 
that post rmtil his death on 8th May, 1860.* This appointment. 
Librarian of the India Office, still exists, but since Wilson’s death 
has not been held by a medical officer. 

Thomas Horsfield was appointed Keeper of the Company’s 
Museiun in 1818, but his name first appears in the East India 
Register in 1837, holding that post, wffich he retained for over 

* For Wilson, Royle, Watson, and Bird wood, see also Chap. XXIX, Other 
Extra-professional Work. 



MEDfCAL OFFICERS EMPLOYED TX ENGLAND 171 

forty years, till his death in London 011 24th July, 1859. Hors- 
field was born at Bethlehem in Pennsylvania on 12th May, 1773, 
took the degree of M.D. at Pennsylvania University in 1798, and 
went to Java as a Naturalist in 1800, serving in that island under 
both the Dutch and English governments. In 1818 he accom- 
panied Sir Tliomas Raffles to England ; in 1828 he was elected 
F.R.S. He was the author of several works on Natural History, 
Zoological Researches in Java, 1821 ; Planlo' Javanica: rariorcs, 
London, 1838 to 1852, and, with Sir William Jardinc, Illusfratioits 
of Ornithology, 1840. * 

After Horsfield’s death, the post of Keeper of the Museum was 
held by William Downing from i860 to 1866, when it was com- 
bined with the appointment of Reporter on the products of 
India . 

In 1838, John Forbes Royle was appointed to a post in the 
East India House as Officer i)i charge of corn'spondence relating 
to the Vegetabh' Products of India, or Supt. of the Company’s 
Economic Department, and held the post till his death. Roj^lc 
was bom at Cawnpure on 20th May, 1798, and entered the Bengal 
Medical Service on 30th Sept., 1819. He became Surgeon on 
29th Julj9 1830, and retired on 25th April, 1837. I''**' niost of 

his service in India he held the appointment of Supt. of the 
Botanical Garden at Saharanpur. In 1837 he took the degree 
of M.D. at Munich, and was elected F.ILS. He died at Acton on 
2nd Jan., 1858. 

On Royle’s death he was succeeded in the jiost of Keporl«;r 
on the Products of India by John Forbes Watson, an officer of 
the Bombay Medical Ser\-ice. Watson was Ix^rn in Scotland in 
1827, educated at King’s College, Aberdeen, where he took the. 
degrees of M.A. in 1847 and M.D. in 1848, also studied in Edin- 
burgh and Paris, and took the M.R.C.S. in 1848. His commission 
as Assistant Surgeon was dated 31st Aug., 1850. After officiating 
as Lecturer on Physiology and Professor of Medicine in the Grant 
Medical College, Bombay, ho came home on sick leave, and, 
getting Royle’s appointment in the India Office, never returned 
to India. In 1866 he was also appointed Keeper of the India 
Museum, and held both appointments until he retired in 1879. 
,He received the LL.D. at Aberdeen in 1875, and was a Com- 
mander of the Order of Francis Joseph of Austria. He died at 
Norwood on 29th July, 1892. Besides his book on the Costumes 
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of the People of India, he edited Meadows Taylor’s work. The 
People of India, six volumes, London, 1868 to 1872. 

Another ex-officer of the Bombay Medical Service, George 
Christopher Molesworth Birdwood, was in 1875 appointed Curator 
of the Museum and Assistant Reporter on the products of India. 
Birdwood w^as born at Bcdgaum on 8th Dec., 1832, educated at 
Edinburgh, where he took the degree of M.D., as well as the 
L.R.C.S., in 1854, and entered the I.M.S. as Assistant Surgeon on 
20th Dec., 1854. Ten years later, on 27th Dec., 1864, he resigned 
tlie Service, after hdlding the Professorships, first of Anatomy 
and Physiology, and later of Botany and Materia Medica, in the 
Grant Medical College. He also served as Sheriff of Bcjmbay in 
1864. In 1879 he was appointed Special Assistant in the Revenue, 
Statistics, and Commerce Department of the India Office, and held 
that post until 1899, when he rethed. 

In the East India Register from 1843 to 1859 is shown the 
appointment of medical officer to the Company’s Military Semi- 
nary, at Addiscombe, wdiere the officers of the Artillery and 
Engineers of the Company’s army were educated. This post wns 
held throughout these years by Edward Westall. When the 
Crown took over the Goveinment of India from the Company, 
Addiscombe was closed. 

In 1846, the Company instituted an Asj-lum for insane soldiers 
of their army, at Pembroke House. When the Company came to 
an end, this Asylum was kept on by Government, received the name 
of Royal India Asylum, and was transferred to Ealing. Thomas 
Beath Christie joined the As5dum as Assistant Supt. in 1854, 
went to York Asylum in 1857, and returned to Ealing as Supt. 
in 1870, holding that post for over twenty years, till the Asylum 
was closed on 31st Dec., 1891. In 1887 he received the C.I.E. 
He died on 15th Jan., 1892, a few days after his retirement. 

In 1859, the India Office appointed an Examiner of Surgical 
Instruments, Mr. George Pollock, Surgeon to St. George’s Hospital, 
receiving the post, which he held till 1892. He w’as also Examiner 
in Surgery at the examination for admission to the A.M.D. and 
I.M.S. He- died in 1897. Since Mr. Pollock’s retirement this 
post has been held by retired officers of the I.M.S., Surgeon Major 
N. C. Macnamara holding it from 1892 to 1907. 

An Exaniiner of Medical Stores was appointed in 1883, Surgeon 
Major F. N. Macnamara holding the post up to 1899, when he 
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was succeeded by Lieut. Colonel C. J. H. Warden, late Chemical 
Examiner and Professor of Chemistry, and afterwards Medical 
Storekeeper, in Calcutta. Warden died within a year, on i8th 
July, 1900, when Lieut. Colonel James Reid, who had been his 
predecessor as Medical Storekeeper in Calcutta, receix'ed the post, 
which he held up till 1911. Reid s successor was Lieut. Colonel 
L. J. Van» Geyzel, who had been Chemical Examiner and Pro- 
fessor of Chemistry at IMadras for twenty years. 

The Professorship of Military Medicine jn the Army Medical 
School, first at Fort Pitt, Chatham, from i860 to 1862, and at 
Netley from 1S62 till the Netlcy school was finally closed in t»)05, 
was always held by a retired officer of the I.M.S.* 

Though the appointment was not in England, and was held 
by officers of the A.M.D., not of the I.M.S., it may be mentioned 
here that the India Office maintained a medical officer in Egypt 
from 1868 to 1871, with tlie title of P.M.O., Oxerland Trairsport 
Service. 


* See Chap. XXI 1, A ppvinimcvit to the. Service, Exan\iiiatio}}i\, 



CHAPTER XXXI 


AFTER RETIREMENT 

“ Dabit doub his quoque finem." 

V'lRGiL, Aimid, Book 1 , line 199. 

To most officers of the Indian Services the day of retirement 
comes as the close of their activ'c life. Some leave India with 
pleasure, some with regret. But the great majoritj^ end their 
life’s work when they quit the East for good. In most cases, 
indeed, this is inevitable. Combatant officers t)f the Army, 
members of the Civil Service, of the Police, and of many of the 
other Services, have no other profession than that to which they 
have devoted their lives in India, iind no possibility of following 
that calling anywhere else. 

Comparati\'ely few have a profession wliich can be practised 
in any part of the world. Among these few are included officers 
of the I.M.S., also Engineers. The profession of medicine knows 
no boimdaries. Its practice can be carried out in Europe as well 
as in India. Still, the great majority, even of the I.M.S., make 
no attempt to practise their profession after retirement. A few 
do so. Some of those who have achieved reputation in India 
set up as Consultants, and a few have met witli great success, 
notably Martin and I'ayrer, not to mention men still living and 
^\•orking. A few go in for general practice. Some have applied 
themselves to study, scientific or literary ; a few have devoted 
their tinie and their energies to public work. The greater number, 
however, wish for only rest and some reasonable amount of 
recreation. Many, indeed, are too broken in health to be capable 
of any serious work. 

The case is different with those who, either on account of 
reasons of health, or from dislike to the conditions of life in the 
East, or from any other motive, have severed their connection 
with the Service in their early years, before they have earned a 
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pension. Unless blessed with privalc means, which is uncommon, 
they are faced with the necessity of earning their living in some 
other way, and must work in order to do so ; and, naturally, 
practise the profession of medicine, the only one tliey know. 
Some such men, who have left the I.M.S. after a few years’ service, 
have attained considerable distinction in their professi<.)n at 
home. 

To give some account of the work done by men who have 
served in the I.M.S. , after their resignation of or retirement from 
the Service, is the object of this chapter. I'hose who have con- 
tinued to serve the Government, of the Company previous to 
1858, or of the Crown since that year, are not included here. 
Their work has already been treated in Chap. XXX, Medical 
Officers employed in England. 

Almost all the officers mentioned in this chapter were. Bengal 
men. The most successful of all, however, Sir John McNeill, 
belonged to Bombay. And tlic most distinguished I.M.S. olficer 
of the present day, Sir Ronald Ross, was a member of the Madras 
Service. 

The first member of the. Service w!io distinguished himself in 
his after lif(' in England was Bussick Harwood. He was bom at 
Newmarket in 1745. v^'ent out to India us Surgeon of the Indiaman 
Harconrt, sailing on 22nd April, 1773, and was appointed Assistant 
Surgeon in Bengal on 19th Feb., 1774. In Bengal Cons, of 29th 
April, 1776, he was posted as Surgeon to attend the officers 
deputed to serve the Nawab of Oudh, and in that province he 
spent most of his .short Indian service. He appears to have mad(? 
a good deal of money by practice there among the members of 
the Court of Oudh. He served in India, howt;ver, for barely 
four years, resigning on 4th Feb., 1778. Returning to England, 
he entered at Christ’s College, Cambridge, where he took the. 
degree of M.B. in 1785, with a thesis on the transfusion of the 
blood, a subject on which he carried out numerous c.vperiments, 
with considerable success. In the same year, 1785, he was 
appointed Professor of Anatomy at Cambridge. Ho took the 
M.D. degree there, in 1790, having previously been elected F.R.S. 
on 27th May, 1784. In 1800, he was appointed Downing Pro- 
fessor of Medicine, continuing also to hold the Anatomical chair. 
He was knighted in 1806, and died at Downing College, Cambridge, 
on loth Nov., 1814. In 1796 he published at Cambridge the first 
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I'art of A System of Comparative Anatomy and Physiology, 4to, 
72 pages ; but never carried the \\ork further. 

John Fullarton was bom in 1780, educated at Glasgow, where 
he took the M.A. in 1794 and the M.D. in 1800, and entered the 
I.M.S. as Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, on ist Aug., 1802. Resigning 
on 2ist Oct., 1812, he entered the house of Alexander and Co., 
bankers, Calcutta, as a partner, leaving India, with a large fortune, 
in 1823. He was afterwards employed by Government, from 
1834 to 1838, on a special mission to China. In 1844 he published 
a work On the Regulation of Currencies. He died on 24lh Oct., 
1849. 

John McNeill entered the Bombay Service as .Assistant 
Surgeon on 6th Sept., 1816. His career has been described in 
Chap. XXVIII, Surgeons as Civil and Political Officers, p. 130. 

William Knott was educated at St. George’s, and took the 
M.R.C.S. in 1814. He was appointed tt‘mi)orary Assistant Surgeon 
in Bengal from 3rd July, 1818, but resigned a year later, on 
appointment by the Commeinder-in-Chief as Hospital Mate, to 
the British troops in Ceylon. Retiring from the A. M.D. in 1835, 
he received the post of medical attendant on the household of 
the Queen Dowager, at Canford House, Dorset. 

William Wriglite Hewett was bom on 5th Dec., 1795, tt)ok the 
M.D. at Marischal College, Aberdeen, in 1821, and entered the 
I.M.S. as Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, on 5th Ma\% 1821. He 
resigned from i6th April, 1830, and subsocpiently became Apothe- 
cary to St. George’s Hospital and Pliysician to King William IV. 
He was the father of Admiral Sir William Hewett. 

James Adair Laurie was born on 25th June, 1801, educated 
at Glasgow, where he became M.A. in 1820 and M.D. in 1822, and 
received a commission as Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, on 12th 
March, 1823. Going home sick in 1828, he retired on Lord 
Clive's Fund from i8th June, 1831. In 1830 he took the diploma 
of M.R.C.P., Glasgow. From 1829 to 1852 he was Professor of 
Surgery in Anderson’s College, Glasgow ; and held the same 
chair in Glasgow University from 1852 till his death, which took 
place at Bridge of Allan on 23rd Nov., 1859. 

Frederic John Mouat was bom at Maidstone in July, 1816, 
educated at University College, London, Edinburgh University, 
and Paris, took the M.R.C.S. in 1838, and the M.D., Edinburgh in 
1839. and was one of the origincil Fellows of the Royal College of 
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Surgeons, London, elected in 1844. He entered the I.M.S. as 
Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, on 3rd Jan., 1840, became Surgeon on 
1st Dec., 1853, and Surgeon Major on 3rd Jan., i860. He was 
appointed Professor of Chemistry and Materia Medica in the 
Calcutta Medical College on 17th Dec., 1841, and also sensed as 
Secretary of the College from 1841 to 1851. On 15th Nov., i84<), 
he becanie Professor of Medicine, and, on the opening of the 
Medical College Hospital in 1853, cx-officio First Physician. In 
1855 he was appointed I.G. of Jails in Bengal, and lu'ld that 
appointment till he retired on 3rd Dec., 1870. 

In Nov., 1857, Mouat was deputed to the Andaman Islands 
with a party to choose a site for a convict settlement there, an 
expedition which resulted in the foundation of Port Blair. In a 
fight with the Andamanese he was wounded in the mouth and had 
two ribs broken. The result of his experiences was embodied in 
a book, Advcuiui'cs and Researches among the Andaman Islands, 
8vo, London, 1863. 

After liis retirement from Da I.M.S., Mouat was appointed, 
in 1874, one of the Medical Inspectors of the Local Govt'mment 
Board in England, and held that office, for thirtenn years, until 
1887. He died in London on 12th Jamiaiy, 1897. Wliih; 
serving as Inspector, he was employed on one most .singular and 
interesting duty. In 1876, it was found necessary to restore the; 
Church of St. Petcu' ad Vincula in the Tower of London. The 
removal of thi- pavement in the chancel was begun on <)th Nov., 
1876, in the presence of Mr. Gerard Noel, First Commissioner of 
Works, Colonel Milman, resident Governor of the Tower ; Sir 
Spencer Ponsonby Fane, Controller, Lord Chamberlain’s depart- 
ment ; Mr. Doyne Bell, antiquary ; Dr. Mouat, rejnesenting the 
Local Government Board, and Lord Redesdale. Among tliose 
buried under the chancel were found and identified the skeletons 
of Queen Anne Boleyn, and of Lady Rochford, companion to 
Queen Katharine Howard, executed by order of Henry VIII ; 
of the Duke of Somerset, Lord Protector, beheaded under Edward 
VI ; of the Duke of Northumberland, father-in-law of Lady 
Jane Grey, executed under Queen Mary ; and of James, Duke of 
Monmouth, son of Charles II. The skeleton of Katharine Howard 
was not found, but her young bones may well have disappeared, 
three centuries having elapsed since her execution.* 

* A Tragedy in Stone, by Lord Kcdcsdalc ; Loudon, John Lane, 191J. 

H.I.M.S. — VOL. II. N 
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Charles Murchison was bom in Jamaica on 26th July, 1830, 
studied at Aberdeen and Edinburgh Universities, took the 
L.R.C.S., Edinburgh, in 1850, and the M.D., Edinburgh, with 
honours, in 1851, rccei\'ing a gold medal for his thesis, .d Contribu- 
iion to the Pathology of Tumours. Entering the I.M.S. as Assistant 
Surgeon, Bengal, on 4th April, 1853, he acted as Professor of 
Chemistry in Calcutta from ist June to 26th Oct., i$ 53 . after 
which he served in Burma. He resigned in Oct., 1855, and re- 
turned home. In the same year, 1853, he became M.R.C.P., 
London, and was appointed Pliysician to Westminster Dispensar}', 
and Lecturer on B<jtany and Curator of the Museum at St. Mary’s 
Hospital. From 1 856 to i860 he was Assistant Physician to King’s 
College Hospital. In 1859 he was elected F.K.C.P., London, and 
in i860 went to Middlesex Hospital as Assi.'^tant I’livsiciaii and 
Lecturer cm Pathology, becoming full Physician in 1866, and re- 
taining the post till 1871. During these years he served also on the 
staff of the London Fever Hospital, as Assistant Pliysician from 
1856 to 1861, as Physician from 1861 to 1880. He was elected 
F.R.S. in 1866 ; in 1870 Edinburgh conferred upon him the degree 
i)f LL.D. In 1871 he went to St. Thomas’s Hospital as Physician 
and Lecturer on Medicine. He was also Physician to T.K.H. the 
Duke and Duchess of Connaught. He died suddenly in London, 
on 23rd April, 1879, of aortic disease, while seeing patients in his 
consulting room. Murchison was a vtiluminous author, his chief 
works being a translation tif Frerich’s Treatise of Diseases of the 
Liver, published in two volumes by tlu' Sydenham Society in 
1860-61 ; Lectures on Diseases of the Liver, 1867 ; and A Treatise 
OH the Continued Fevers of Great Britain, 1862. Both these ran 
through several editions. 

Nottidge Charles Macnamara was born on 14th Oct., 1832, 
became M.R.C.S. in 1854, and entered the Bengal Army as Assist- 
ant Surgeon on 4th Nov., 1854, becoming Surgeon on 4th Nov., 
1866, Surgeon Major on ist July, 1873, and retiring on 15th April, 
1876. He served in the Sonthal campaign of 1855-56, and held 
the chair of Ophthalmic Surgery in Calcutta from December, 
1863, till'his retirement. In 1875 he became F.R.C.S., England, 
and F.R.C.S.I. in 1887, After his retirement he was Surgeon and 
Lecturer on Clinical Surgery at the Westminster Hospital, and 
Consultiiig Surgeon to the Westminster Ophthalmic Hospital. 
He was a member of the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
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England, from 1885 to 1901, Vice P*i*esidcnt in 1893 and 1896. 
The list of his works is a long one. The chief are Lectures on 
Diseases of the Eye, London and Calcutta, 1S66, tifth edition, 
1891 ; A Treatise on Asiatic Cholera, 1870 ; History of Asiatic 
Cholera, 1876 ; Diseases of Bones and Joints, 1878, third edition, 
1887 ; The Story of an Irish Sept, 1900 ; and The Orij^in and 
Character of the British People, 1900. 

William Wotherspoon Ireland, a descendant of John Knox, 
through the Reformer’s daughter. Mrs. Wel^h, was born on 27111 
Oct., 1832, educated at Edinburgh, where he took the M.D. in 
1855. and at Paris, and got a commission as Assistant Surgeon, 
Bengal, on 4th Aug., 1S56. He served in the Mutiny, at the sieg<‘ 
of Delhi, where he was severely wfumdod, being shot through tlu^ 
head, and returned as killed.* Three years' sick leave failed to 
restore his health, and he resigned from 1st Aug., 1861. After 
some years spent at Madeira and on the Continent, he look up 
the post of Medical Supt. of the Scottish National Institution 
for Imbecile Children at Larbert. Many years afterwards he 
became Su]it. of a privati^ institution for feeble-minded children 
at Prestonpans, He died at Musselburgh on 17th May, 1909, 
more than lifty years after having been olficially returned as 
killed in action. Indand also was a prolitic writer, mostly on his 
own specirdty. His chief works are History of the Siege of Delhi, 
1861 ; Randolph Methyl, a story of Anglo-Indian Life, 1863 ; On 
Idiocy and Imbecility, 1877, rt^publishcd in an (.‘nlarged form in 
1898 under the title of The Mental Affections of Children; The 
Blot on the Brain, 1883 ; Through the Ivory Gate, 1889 ; Golden 
Bullets, a story of the days of A kbar and Elizabeth, 1890, the best 
novel written by any member of the I.M.S. ; and The Life of Sir 
Harry Vane, 1905. 

WMliam Smoult Playfair was born at St. Andrews on 27th 
July, 1835, educated there, in Paris, and at Edinburgh, where he 
took the M.D. in 1856, and the L,R.C.S. in 1837, and enttaed the 
I.M.S. as Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, on 4th Aug., 1857, passing 
first, and served in the Mutiny, but had to take sick leave soon 
after, and resigned from 20th Oct., 1864. While on furlough he got 
the post of Assistant Physician and Lecturer on Obstetrics at 
King’s College Hospital in 1863, becoming Physician in 1873, and 
retaining the appointment till 1898. He took the F.R.C.S., 

* See Chap. XXXVl, The Medical Services in ike Mutiny, 
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Edinburgh, in 1861, the- M.R.C.P., London, in 1863, and was elected 
F.R.C.P., London, in 1870. Si. Andrews gave him the LL.D.Tn 
1885, Edinburgh in 189S. He also received the Order of the 
Crown of Roumania as Grand Oliieer. He died at St. Andrews 
on 13th Aug., 1903. Playfair’s first book was A Ha?idbook of 
Obstetric Operations, 1856 ; but his best known work is his Treatise 
OH the Science and Practice of Miduiifery, 1876, a work .celebrated 
not only for its matter, but for its easy style, being oiu' of the 
most readable proft:ssional works now current, and one which 
reached its ninth edition in 1898, in little more than twenty 
years. He also contributed articles on his own specialty to Quain’s 
Dictionary of Medicine and Allbutt’s System of Medicine. 

A few men who are still living and working may also be 
mentioned. Lieut. Colonel G. S. A. Ranking, (B. 1875), fur long 
Examiner in Oriental Languages at Calcutta, has been Persian 
Lecturer at Oxford since 1905. Lieut. Colonel P. J. Freyer, (B. 
1875), has been Surgeon to St. Peter’s Hospital, London, since 
1897, having during his Indian career, by his work in Lithulapaxy, 
achieved a great reputation, which has b(;en still further enhanced, 
since his retirement, by his development of the operation of 
Prostatectomy. Lieut. Colonel L. A. Waddell, (B. 1880), was 
appointed Professtu' of Tibetan in University College, London, 
when he retired in i()o6. Lieut. Colonel Sir Ronald Ross. (M. 
i88i), while still serving, worked out the development oi malarial 
fever through the mosquito ; and since he ndired on 31st Jul\’, 
1899, has enhanced his reputation, the highest achiexed by any 
member of the Service in the past or the present generation, by 
his work in the Lix eipool School of Tropical Medicine. The list 
of the distinctions he has earned is long, and shows that, even 
now, a prophet may be not w’ithout honour in his own countr}* : 
Parkes Memorial Prize, 1S93 ; F.R.S., 6th Jime, 1901 ; Honorary 
F.R.C.S., England, 1901 ; Ni>bel prize in Medicine, 1902 ; C.B., 
27th June, 1902 ; D.Sc., Dublin, 1904, and Leeds, 1909 ; LL.D., 
Aberdeen, 1906 ; Commander of the Order of Leopold II of 
Belgium, 1907; K.C.B., 19th June, 1911. Lieut. Colonel Sir 

David Prain, (B. 1884), was appointed Director of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Kew in Dec., 1905. He also has earned 
numerous'honours : LL.D. Aberdeen, 1900; F.R.S., 1905; C.I.E., 
29th June, 1906 ; Polar Star of Sweden, 1910 ; LL.D., St. Andrews, 
1911 ; C.M.G., rst Jan., 1912 ; Knight, 14th June, 1912, 
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During the last fifteen yeare several retired officers of the 

I. M.S, have been appointed Lecturers on Tropical Medicine 
at various Medical Schools; G. A. Maconachie, (Bo. 1867), at 
Aberdeen in 1899 ; A. Crombie, (B. 1872), at Middlesex in 1899 ! 

J. Moorhead, (B. 1876), at Belfast in 1901-02 ; Sir R. Ross. (M. 
1881), first in the Liverpool and afterwards in the London School 
of Tropical Medicine ; A. W. Alcock, (B. 1885). on Medical Ento- 
molog}', London School of Tropical Medicine, 1913; D. G. 
Marshall. (B. 1888), in the Edinburgh Extrasiural School in 1905, 
and in Edinburgh University in 1909 ; and S. R. Doughis, (I.M.S. 
1898), on Bacteriology at St. Mary’s in 1909. A. E. H. Pinch, 
(B. 1896), was Superintendent of the Medical Graduates’ College 
and Polyclinic, London, from 1809 to 1909, and in the latter year 
was appointed Director of the Radium Institute, London. 

Th(' number of retired officers of the I.M.S. who have sat in 
the House of Commons is not hirge. The first seems to have been 
Joseph Hume, who entered the Bengal Service on 27th Aug. 
1799, and resigned in Feb., 1808.* He was electf'd M.P. for 
\Ve5un0uth, as a Tory, in Jan., 1812, but only retained his seat 
for a few months. In 1818 he was elected for the Montrose 
Burghs, and became a Radical. He sat for that constituency 
until 1830, for Middhrsex from 1830 till 1837, when he was 
defeated, for Kilk(mny towm from 1837 to 1841, and again for 
the Montrose Burghs from 1842 till his death on 20th Feb., 

1855- 

John Fleming was born in 1747, and entered the I.M.S. as 
Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, on I7tli Aug., 1768, becoming Surgeon 
on nth Dec., 1771, and, on the establishment of the Medical 
Board on 25th May, 1786, junior Member of the Board, instances 
of ver^' rapid promotion. He became Piesident of the Board on 
8th Dec., 1800, and held that post, with an interval of furlough 
from 24th Dec., 1802 to 31st July, 1805, until 17th Dec., 1811, 
when he again took fiirlough to England. He retired on loth 
Nov., 1813, after 45 years’ service, for twenty-seven yetirs of 
which he had been a Member of the Board. In 1818 he was 
elected M.P. for Gatton,t a pocket borough di.sfranchised in 1832, 

• For Hume, see Chap. XXIV, T/ie Sea Sendee. 

t Gatton i.s near Kdgate, in Surrey. At a by-election in 1816, there were 
only three electors on tlie roll, of whom one wa.s abroad, and one did not vote ; 
the Tory candidate was returned by one vote, the Whig candidate receiving 

none. 
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but only retained his seat for two years, till 1820, when he did 
not stand again. He died in London on 17th May, 1829.* 

Charles Mackinnon served as Surgeon of the Indiaman Duke 
of Buccleugh in 1794-95, and of the Nottingham in 1796-98. In 
1806 he was appointed Surgeon of the Company's factory at 
Canton in China, but appears not to have taken up that appoint- 
ment, as he joined the Prince of Wales Island Medical Service 
from 14th March, 1806. He retired on 14th Nov., 1821, and was 
elected M.P. for Ip>s}vich in 1826, and again in 1830 and 1832. 
He died at Beauvais in France on iQth Oct., 1833. 

A gap of over forty years elapsed before the I.M.S. was again 
represented in Parliament. John James Trevor Lawrence, son 
of the well-known Surgeon of St. Bartholomew's, Sir William 
LawTcnce, entered the I.M.S. as Assistant Surgeon, Bengal, on 20th 
Jan., 1854. He became. Surgeon on ist Jan., 1866, and resigned 
a few weeks later, on 24th Feb. On his father's death, on 5th 
July, 1867, he succeeded to his Baronetcy, which had been con- 
ferred only a few weeks before, on 30th April. He was elected 
as a Conserv'ative for Mid-Surrey in 1875, and sat for that con- 
stittioncy till 1885, and for the Reigate Division of Surrey from 
1885 to 1892, when he resigned, not coming forward at the general 
election in that year. He was also Treasurer of St. Bartholomew’s 
from 1892 to 1904 ; and received the K.C.V.O. on 9th Nov., 1902. 
He died at Burford House, Dorking, on 22nd Dec., if)i3. 

William ('iU3'er Hunter received a commission as Assistant 
Surgeon, Bombay', on 21st Feb., 1850, becanu Surgeon on 15th 
June, 1864, Surgeon Major on 21st Feb., 1870, D.S.G. on 29th Sept., 
1876, and S.G. on 15th Sept., 1877, retiring on 31st March, 1880. 
He was Vice Cluincellor of Bombay University in 1879, was 
appointed Honorary Surgeon to the Queen on loth April, 1880, 
and, after retiring, for his ser\'ices as a member of the Cholera 
Commission in Eg^^pt in 1883, received the K.C.M.G. on 19th Feb., 

1884. He was elected as Conservative M.P. for Central Hackney in 

1885, and represented that borough till 1892, when he did not seek 
re-election. He died at Anerley, in Kent, on i6th March, 1902. 

• The Dictionary of National Biography gives the date of Fleming's death as 
loth May, 1S15 : the East India Register gives 25th Dec., 1S27. The Gentleman* s 
Magazine for June, 1815, records the death of a Dr. John Fleming, M.D,, on loth 
May. 1815. But the same magazine, for May, 1S29, records the death of " John 
Fleming, late Physician General East India Company,” at Gloucester Place, 
London, on 17th May, 1829. This date, 17th May. 1829, is also given in the 
C.6'. of i4tU Sept., 1829, and in the Asia 4 ic Journal for June, 1829. p. 803. 
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Sir George Scott Robertson entered the Bengal MedioiU 
Service on 30th March, 1878, and retired on 12th October, 1899.* 
In igoo he unsuccessfully contested Stirling County as a Liberal, 
and was elected for Central Bradford in 1906, and again in Jan. 
and Dec., igio. 

A few other members of the I.M.S. have sought a seat in the 
House wjthout success. In recent years Brigade Surgeon J. E. 
T. Aitchison, who entered the Bengal Service on 27tli Jan., 1858, 
and retired on 14th May, 1888, stood for tJie counties of Clack- 
mannan and Kmross as a Liberal Unionist in 1892.! Colonel 
OlivTr Duke stood, as a Conservative, for the South or Luton 
Division of Bedfordshire three times, at the general election of 
1892, at a by-election later in the same year, and in 1895, greatly 
reducing the adverse majority on the two later occasions, but 
failing to gain the seat. He also stood, but again v^ ithout succe.ss, 
for the Stirling Burghs in 1900, against Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman. 

A few men have left the I.M.S. for the Church. Buchan 
Warren Wright, (M. 1829), resigned on 25th Fi;b., 1837, and 
William French Chi}’, (Bo. 1848), on 12th March, 1858, both 
for ordination in the Church of England, and spent the rest of 
their liv’es as clergymen. Peter Cullen, (B. 1859), after 

retiring on ist June, 1892, was ordained priest in 1900. On 
the other hand, the famous John Leyden was licensed as a preacher 
in the Church of Scotland in May, 1798, before he turned his 
attention to medicine. And John Taylor had worked as a 
missionary in Madras, under the London Missionary Society, 
from 1805, till he was appointed to the Bombay Medical Service 
in 1808, as an Acting Assistant Surgeon, being afterwards 
confirmed from 26th March, 1809.^ 

Though not, perhaps, exactly pertinent to this chapter, it 
may be mentioned here that Kenneth Murchison, (B. 1776), 
was the father of the famous geologist. Sir Roderick Murchison. 
George Playfair, (B. 1805), was the father of Lord Playfair, 
also of Dr. W. S. Playfair, whose work has been briefly described 

* For Sir George Robertson’s career in India, see Chap. XXVIII, Surgeons 
as Civil and Political Officers. 

t For Aitchison, see also Chap. XXIX, Other Extra-professional Work. 

i Gentleman*s Magazine, Supplement, Vol. 11, for 1822, which records Taylor’s 
death at Shiraz on 6th Dec., 1821 ; also Indian Medical Missionary Handbook, 
1906. 



i84 history of THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

above ; and David Woodbum, (B. 1827), of Sir John Wood- 
bum, Lieutenant Governor of Bengal. Miango Park, (M. 
1822), was the eldest son of the great African explorer, who 
himself had served in the Company’s Marine Service.* Alexander 
Christison, (B. 1851), w’as the eldest son of Sir Robert Christi- 
son, and inherited the Baronetcy conferred upon his father. 
Francis Sempill, (B. 1814), was the second son of Hugh, 
thirteenth Baron Sempill, and is the only peer’s son who has 
entered the I.M.S. John Brown, (B. 1797). who died at 
Cuttack, a Member of the Medical Board, on 23rd July, 1833, 
was the father of General Sir Samuel James Browne, V.C., G.C.B., 
K.C.S.I., the inventor of tlie Sam Browne belt. Sir Samuel’s 
wife was the daughter of an I.M.S. officer, Surgeon Richard 
Sherwood,* (M. 1799), who was dangerously wounded on the 
Indiainan Kent, when she was taken by the French privateer La 
Confiance off the Sandheads on 7th Oct., 1800. 

♦ Soc Chap. XXIV, The Sea Service, for Mungo Park ; and Chap. XXXI 1, 
War Services, for Sherwood and the capture of the KenL 
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WAR SERVICES 

** Prido, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war." 

SnAKESPKARE, Othello, Act III. Scene 3. 

The early servants of the Company went to the East as traders, 
not as soldiers. Nothing was farther from their desires than war. 
They sought in India neither glory, nor power, nor dominion, 
but simply commercial profit. Still, even in early times, the 
necessity of fighting for their rights, even for their existence, 
was occasionally forced upon them. Before the end of the seven- 
teenth century tliey had to wage two serious wars, at tlie same 
time, upon opposite sides of India ; Charaock’s struggle with the 
Nawab of Bengal, which lasted from iC86 to 1690, directly lead- 
ing to and ending in the foundation of Calcutta ; and the siege 
of Bombay, in 1689-90. 

From the first foundation of the Company’s factinies i7i India, 
a Surgeon always formed one of the staff of officers kept uj), at 
each of the principal settlements. These Surgeons wc;n;, of 
course, civilians, but among their duties was included medical 
attendance on the garrisons of the factories. These garrisons 
w'ere small, a few companies of iopasscs, or arnuxl peons, mostly 
Portuguese Eurasians, or native Christians, and hardly W(nthy 
of the name of soldiers or sipahis, with a sprinkling of English- 
men, employed chiefly as gunners. Yet, when fighting becanur 
inevitable, these small armed forces, led by a few English officers, 
seem to have borne themselves well. In Charnock’s war in 
Bengal, though they suffered great losses by disease at Hijli, 
they had much the best of what actual fighting took place. And 
the siege of Bombay, which lasted sixteen months, from 15th Feb., 
1688/89, to 22nd June, 1690, ended with the retreat of the 
besieger, the Siddhi. 

An interesting diary of this siege, kept up from day to day, is 
contained in the Factory Records in the India Office, Bombay 
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Diaries, Vol. III. The name of the writer is not given. The small 
force in Bombay lost hea\’ily, over a hxmdred men being killed 
during the siege, many of whom were Enghsh, including several 
officers ; and a still larger number deserted, mostly topasses, but 
including a few Englishmen. Among the latter, a soldier named 
Isaac Scott w'as taken prisoner after he had joined the enemy, 
and was promptly and deservedly hanged. The English retained 
command of the sea throughout the siege, wliich was from the 
land side only. The name of the Surgeon of B(»mbay, who 
served during this sidjje, was Robert Michill or Micholl, (probably 
Mitchell), w’ho was first appointed on 24th April, 1686. 

It w'as not until the middle of the eighteenth century that 
the Company’s forces became committed to serious and lasting 
war. And even then it was war with France, that is with the 
Frencli settlements in India, not with any of the country powers. 
France and England were jit war in Europe as well as in India 
from 1745 to 1748, and in the East, the struggle between the 
two nations, nominally as the allies and representatives of rival 
Nawabs and Rajas, but actually as principals, went on for fully 
fifteen years more, till terminated by the final success of the 
English arms. It was these wars w'hich first necessitated the main- 
tenance of standing armies by the Company. And in the war in 
the Kamatik Clive’s genius found its first scope. Before the 
middle of the eighteenth century the European trading Companies 
had been rival suppliants for the favour of native rulers. When 
Paradis routed a greatly superior force of native troops, led by 
Maphuz Khan, son of the Nawab of the Kamatik, at San Thome, 
on 4th Nov., 1746, the Eastern world learnt that the French, at 
least, could fight. Some j'^ears elapsed before they discovered 
that the British could fight equally well. The defence of Arcot 
in 1751, and of Trichinopoly in 1752, and Clive’s victory over the 
French at Kavaripak on 24th Feb., 1752, settled that question 
for ever. 

During the second half of the eighteenth centurj^ Madras 
was the Presidency which was most engaged in war. In Bengal 
a number of decisive actions were fought between 1757 and 1764 ; 
Plassey in 1757 ; Condore, in the Circars, but won by Bengal 
troops, in 1758 ; Biderra in 1759 ; Katwa, Gharia, and Undwa 
Nala in 1763 ; Buxar, in 1764. The Bengal army also shared 
in the Kamatik wars, detachments from Bengal took part in all 
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the four Maisur wars, and a force from Bengal marched across 
to Western India in 1778, and served in the tirst Maratha war 
from 1778 to 1781. But it was in the Madras Presidency that the 
Maisur wars were fought, while the scene of the first Maratha 
w'ar was Central India and the Bombay Pre^sidenej'. It may be 
said that it was not till the second Maratha war of 1803-05, that 
the now .greatly enlarged Bengal Presidency became the chief 
scene of Indian warfare. 

In every war, and in every frontier expedition, in which the 
Indian Army has taken part, from Hunza and Nagar on the 
north-west border of Kashmir, to Ceylon, from China to Arabia, 
members of the I.M.S., as an integral part of the Indian army, 
have played their part ; also in Africa, from Eg37)t to the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

But members of the I.M.S. have also served in many wars in 
which the Indian army has had no sliare. TJie Service has been 
represented in these wars, in a few cases by ollicers officially 
deputed, in a few by officers wlu) had left the Service, in many 
by young men, recently qualified, who entered the I.M.S. later on. 

Four men, wlio afterwards joined the I.M.S., s(Tvcd in the 
Peninsula, and three at Waterloo ; about twenty-five in the 
Crimea. In short, in every war of importance in which the 
British Army was engaged, during the nineteenth century, except 
in the final advance on Omdurman, past, present, or future 
members of the I.M.S. have served ; also in the American Civil 
war, the Franco-German war, and the Russo-Turkish war. 

Unfortunately, the war services of officers in the eighteenth 
century are not recorded. Medical officers, as a rule, were 
not of sufficient importance for their names to be recorded, in 
despatches or in correspondence. However, the names of several 
Surgeons who served in the Karnatik between 1750 and 1760 
can be picked out of the records.* 

James Wilson, (M. 1749), served in the defence of Arcot in 1751 
and of Trichinopoly in 1752. He wrote accounts of both sieges, 
which have been preserved in the Orme Af 5 .S.t Otlier medical 
officers who served in this war were Joseph Hinchley, (M. 1750), 
Archibald Keir, (M. 1753), Archibald Sw’inton, (M. 1752), and 

• The letters and dates given after names in this chapter show the Presidency 
and year of entering the Service. 

t Arcot, Orme MSS., India, Vol. II. pp. 292-7 ; Trichinopoly, Orme MSS., 
Various, VoL V, p. i, and V 61 . XV, p. r. 
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Tyso Saul Hancock, (M. 1749). The last treated Clive for wounds 
received in April, 1752, at Samiavaram.* 

Many of the medical officers who joined the I.M.S. betw'een 
1760 and 1765 had preWously served in the British Army, and 
doubtless some of them had seen activ'e ser\’ice in King’s regi- 
ments, but no exact information is available. A petition from 
Surgeon G. M. Kenderdine, (B. 1764), entered in the ForJ William 
Cons, of 23rd Nov., 1767, states that he had been qualified seven- 
teen years, had been an apprentice of William Hunter, and had 
served three years in *liis Majesty’s army in Germany. 

Tlie names of the medical officers serving in Fort William 
at the time of its capture on 20th June, 1756, have been given in 
Chap. XI, Hohvcll. and the Fall of Calcutta. The names of those 
present at Plassey do not seem to have been preserwd. But 
probably Jolm Taylor, (M. 1749, B. 1754), then Surgeon to the 
army, and Archibald Keir, as a Lieutenant, both toc^k ])art in 
that action ; possibly also William Forth, and one or both of tlu; 
two John Knoxes. 

John Bristow, (B. 1751), was present at the battle of Condorc, 
won b}' C<fionel Fordo on 8th Dec., 1758, not as a medical officer, 
but in command of the miscellaneous Europium rabble in the 
service of Raja Anandaraz. 

The names of the medical officers who were at Patna in the 
war of 1763 have be(.‘n given in Chap. XII, Willian) Fullcyton, 
and the Patna Massacre. Of those who accompanied the army 
under Major Adams to Patna, and served at Katwa, Gharia, and 
Undwa Nala, no record seems to exist, except in twu cases, 
JuTues Ellis and Charles Wasmus. In the Onne MSS., {Orrnc, 
Varioits, Vol. 197, pp. 13-18). is preserved a memorial from 
Surgeon General James EUis, (B. 1759), undated, but 

apparently written in 1774, setting forth his serrices. In this 
paper Ellis states that he served as senior Surgeon in the army 
tinder Adams at Sooty, (Gharia), " Woodah Nullah,” and the 
capture of Monghyr and Patna. 

Charles Wasmus was bom in Germany in 1734, educated at the 
University of Helmstadt, served as Assistant Surgeon in a German 
regiment, and went out to Batavia as Surgeon’s Mate of a Dutch 
Indiaman. Thence he w'ent to Calcutta, and was appointed 
Surgeon’s Mate in the Army. The Fort William Cons, of 8th Aug., 

♦ Letter from Stringer Lawrence to Clive, Orvie MSS., India, Vol. II, p. 4O2. 
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1769, mention his luiving served at Kasimbazar, and afterwards at 
Patna. He was subsequently appointed Surgeon at Fort Marl- 
borough. In 1796 lie was granted a pension of £300 a year, and 
permitted to return to Europe, but never went homo, dying in 
Calcutta in 1800. He was the author of a small work, Memoirs 
of a Gentleman who resided several years in the East Indies during 
the late Revolutions, by C. W., London, 1774. The book is dull, 
and gives no dates, but mentions that he served in the actions at 
“Catua," (p. 150), and “ Woodynall.” (p. 155). also at Patna, 
where he lived in the “ Clialsistinm,” (p. I 5 f>)- In a letter dated 
Fort Marlborough, 4lh Oct., 1789, contained in the Proceedings of 
the Calcutta Medical Board of 30th Dec., 1789, he states that lie 
has spent the best part of his life in the King's and Company’s 
service, chiefly in India, and has served under Lord Clive, Colonel 
Fordo. Major Adiiins, and Sir Hector Miinro. and for the last 
thirteen years at Fort Marlborough. 

Surgeon John Doak, of the Madras Service, met his death by 
a vt'iy singular accident, while on service with a detachment 
against the Poligars in Dec., 1766. The fact is reported in a 
letter from Colonel Wood, commanding at Trichinopoly, to 
Robert Palk. Clovernor, and Council at Fort St. (jeiirge, dated 
Trichinojioly, 14th Dec., 1766, entered in the Madras Mily. Cons. 
of tliat chite. 

" 1 am I'-clremly sorry to acquaint, you of the Dcalli ol poor M*' 
Surgeon, by a mo.st unfortunate accident, lie wa.s with Major Mint’s 
Detachment, the Xiglit they lialtcd .at Secundramally, going into a siuull 
(.dioullvy to visit a sick Man, and on returning, tlie Arms ol Die l’i<iuet, 
being Lodgctl against Die Choultry, or rather a mud Wall, the Da.yonets 
being on the peices were above the Wall near a Foot, whidi he went to 
jump over, pricked hini-sclf on one of them under his left breast that run 
him through the Heart, and e,\pire<l in less than a minute, without .saying 
a single word, only 1 am pricked.” 

Another e.xceptional case of death by violence on service was 
that of Thomas Camming or Cummins, Surgeon of the Defiance 
Prahm, which accidentally blew up, in the Peisian Gulf, on 15th 
Nov., 1767. Only 35 were saved, out of a crew of 300, all the 
officers being killed. There were at this time two Surgeon’s 
Mates of the name of Cummins serving in Bomb.iy. 

During the second half of the eighteenth century the English 
fought four fiercely contested wavs with the Musalman rulers of 
Maisur. In all these wars the French were in alliance with Maisur, 
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and in the lirst two French troops took a large share in the fighting. 
Most of the members of the Madras Medical Service seem to have 
served more or less in these wars. 

The first Maisur war, against Haidar Ali, lasted from 1767 to 
1769. The Madras Press Lists for 1769, (No. 6875 of 7th April, 
1769), mention that a Dr. Gordon, a prisoner of Haidar Ali, 
was killed in trying to escape. This, however, is a mistake. A 
memorial from Surgeon William Gordon, (M. 1758), dated Tanjore, 
28th Feb., 1777, states that he was taken prisoner at Erode, (which 
surrendered on 23rd Dec., 1768), dangerously wounded in trying 
to escape, near Palamcotta, and confined as a prisoner at Serin- 
gapatam till peace was proclaimed.* Gordon saw much service 
in tlie first and second Maisur w'ars, also in the siege and capture 
of Pondicherri in 1778. 

The second Maisur war lasted from 1780 to 1784. A great deal 
of information about this war may be found in Memoirs of the War 
in Asia from 1780 to 1784, quoted in Chap. II, European Surgeons 
serving Native Potentates. During the course of this war the 
British aims m(!t with three, severe reverses. Th(^ first of these 
was when Colonel Baillie’s force, consisting of five to six hundred 
Europeans and over three thousand sipahis, was defeated and cut 
to pieces by Haidar Ali at Perambakani on loth Sept., 1780. 
After a large number of olficers and men had fallen, the whole 
of the remaining force was captured. Four medical officers were 
present in this action, Raine, Wilson, Campbell, and Ogihde. 
William Raine, (M. 1764), tlio senior Surgeon, was wounded and 
taken. Surgeon Thomas Wilson, (M. 1770), was killed in action. 
The author of the Memoirs mentions that Wilson’s head, among 
others, was laid before Haidar after the action. George Campbell, 
(M. 1773), was severelj’ wounded, and died of wounds in prison 
at Ami a week later, on i8th Sept. George Ogilvie, (M. 1777), 
was taken unhurt, and remained a prisoner for four years. 
Twenty-nine officers in all were killed at Perambakam, and fifty- 
seven taken, of whom thirty-eight were wounded, and of them 
six died of their woimds. The most celebrated of the officers 
taken wns Captain Baird of the 73rd Highlanders, afterw^ards 
General Sir David Baird, who was severely w'ounded. Baillie 
died in captivity in Oct., 1782. 

The second reverse occurred when Colonel Brathw'aite was 

* Madras Mily. Cons., 24tb March, 1777. 
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defeated at Anagudi, six miles north-east of Kumbakonam, and 
three miles south-east of the Kolcrun river, on i8th Feb., 1782. 
There appears to have been only one medical officer with this 
detachment. Surgeon James White, (M. 1766), who was taken 
un wounded. 

Haidar Ali died on 7lh Dec., 1782. Tlie third disaster was 
the surrenjier of Gem'ial JIatthews and the Bombay colunm to 
Tipu Sultan at Bednur on 30th April, 1783. The terms of capitu- 
lation, that the British force should sunonder the fort, and be 
allowed to retire to the coast, wore broken by Tipu, who detained 
tlie whole force as prisoners. Maltliews and many of his olficers 
were subsequently murdered by jxiison. At least three medical 
officers were among the prisoners. Assistant Surgeon Gifford, of the 
looth Foot, was cme of those poisoned with Matthews. Surgeon 
Frederick Carmichael, (Bo. 1771), died in captii ityat Chitaldrug 
on 5th Nov., 1783. Assistant Surgeon James Shields, (Bo. 1779), 
was released at the end f)f the war. A list of the Bombay 
Medical Service, in tlie Bombay Cons, of 19II1 Feb., 1784, shows 
three men as prisoneis, Carmichael, (who was dead by that time), 
and Sliields, taken at Bednur, and Assistant Surgeon Clivistian 
Mathias Kiln, (Bo. 1771), taken at Mangalore. Surgeon William 
Lloyd, (Bo. 1777), was also at Bednur, but, fortunately fur 
himself, was sent to Mangalore with a convoy of wounded, shortly 
before the surrender. 

The author of the Memoirs states that on 5th Dec., 1783, the 
prisoners were joined by twelve othtTS, taken after having been 
shipwrecked on the Malabar coast. The only officer among these 
twelve w'as a Mr. King, (M. 1773). a Surgeon in the civil line, 
whom, curiously, he calls a foreigner, though the name sounds 
English enough. Assistant Surgeon John Buirette, (M. 1769), was 
also taken prisoner in this war, at Jinji, on 19th Sept., 1781. At 
the capture of Cannanore on 14th Nov., 1783, Surgeon William 
Walker, (Bo. 1765), was among the wounded. 

In the C.G. of 13th and of 20th May, 1784, arc given lists of 
prisoners released by Tipu Sultan after peace had been made. 
These lists include the names of several medical officers. White, 
icing. Cowin, (M. 1781) , Briscoe, and Scarsdale. The two last were 
not members of the I.M.S. Briscoe was Surgeon of the looth 
Foot, and was taken at Bednur, as probably was Cowin also. 
Scarsdale may have been either an officer of the A.M.D,, or a 
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naval officer. A large number of officers and men of the Royal 
Navy, taken prisoners by Suffrein, were handed over to Haidar 
by the French. Though Iheir names are not included in these 
lists, Rainc, Ogilvie, and Sliields were also among the prisoners 
then released. The C.G. of 15th July, 1784, contains a list of 
officers murdered b\' Tipu, which includes Gifford’s name. 

The Madras Mily. Cons, of 22nd May, 1787, contain a report 
bj' the Hospital Board on Buirette. They state that he was 
serving at Jinji as Assistant Surgeon, and was taken prisoner there, 
that he did good s(‘rvict‘ to other prisoners, has good certificates, and 
is a capable Assistant Surgeon. They do not recommend him for 
promotion, but advise that he should be appointed to a regiment 
of sipahis. Tlic Council ordered the matter to be considered. 
The Mily. Cons, of 6th June contain the Council’s orders about 
Buirette. 

Jiiiiicttc can lut\ o no iiii tlicr service iiom this Government, and 
iL is the height o£ elTrontcry in him to expect arrears of Pay as a Prisoner, 
when it is well ascertained that he immediately entered the service of the 
enemy after his being ca]jturcd and had continued with Tippoo till the 
hour of his desertion from liim. To give countenance to such acts of 
treachery to the Flag of the Company would be Hanging out extraordinary 
emoluments to those who could be the most abandoned in their Principles/’ 

A cliargo siu'h as the above, of desertion and treachery, would 
seem somewhat cliflieiilt to live down, but Buirette succeeded 
in doing so. A Mily. Letlt r from Court to Madras, datt'd 2ist 
May, 1794. (Ahsiracts), in para. lO, grants him a pension. 

*' ISP Buirette, formerly nn Assisi. Surgeon, cannot com]>Iy with his 
request to be reinstated, but aiitliorize the granting him a pension." 

In the original draft of this letter it is stated that letters had 
bt^en received from Lieut. C. Macaulay, who was taken with 
Buirette at Jinji, and from other oflkers who were prisoners in 
Maisur, testifying to his professional services t(j the prisoners. 

In 1795 he was posted to the Corps of European pensioners. 
A Mily. Letter from Bengal, dated 13th March, 1798, states in 
para. 96, {Abstracts). 

’’ Burrett, late a Surgeon at Fort St George, permitted to reside in 
Bengal, wlfere his Pension of 20 St^ Pagodas p. Month is to be paid him 
during his residence." 

A Mily, Letter to Fort St. George, dated 30lh July, 1S06, in 
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paras. 417, 418, increased his pension to forty pagodas a month. 
He was appointed Police Surgeon, the first to fill that post, in 
Calcutta, and died there on 4th June, 1811. 

The sufferings of the prisoners in Maisur liave <iften been 
related, and are well known. Those taken with Matthews fared 
worst, many of them being murdered. Those confined at Serin- 
gapatam were also very badly treated. Those kept at Bangalore 
seem to have suffered loss. For one thing, Bangtilore was nearer 
to Madras, and the prisoners were supplied from Madras with 
money, with which tliey were able, to obtain some mitigation 
of the hardships of their confinement. Of tho.se sent to be kept 
in small parties in different hill forts, many were murdered by 
Tipu’s orders. In other cases, their treatment seems to have 
depended a good deal on tlie disposition of the Qiladar, or Fort 
Commandant. Medical officers in particular were able in some 
cases to win the goodwill of tlu'ir gaolers by tlieir profe.ssional 
skill. Raini', who was confined at Bangalore, was for long in 
correspondence with the Madras Government, and it was through 
him that supplies of money were sent to the prisoners. A letter 
dated Bangalore prison, 17th March, 1782, from Raine to the 
Madras Council, contained in the Madras Mily. Cons, of loth April, 
1782, states that he had been taken out of prison on i8th Dec., 
1781. and his irons removed, by Haidar’s orders, because of his 
success in treating the family of the Qiladar and other inhabitants, 
and says that, by his comparative liberty, he had been enabled 
to be of service to the other prisoners, especially to the soldiers, 
who were dying without medical treatment. It was on account 
of Raine’s services at this time that the Court of Directors, eight 
years later, insisted on his promotion to the Medical Board, as 
related in Chap. XXIII, Administration; the Medical Boards. 
Carmichael also, in July, 1783, successfully treated Daulat Bhaui, 
Qiladar of Chitaldrug, w'ho offered to give him a house outside the 
prison. Carmichael preferred to remain with the other captives, 
but seems to have been well treated. Though he died there in 
confinement a few months later, there seems to be no suspicion 
that his death was due to other than natural causes. 

The Madras Mily. Cons, of 18th April, 1782, contain an order 
that all Dutch mediccJ officers, taken prisoner at Negapatam, 
are to be released, and that medical officers arc not to be regarded 
as prisoners of war. 

H.I.M.S. — VOL. II. 


o 
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" To Captain Johnston, commanding at Negapatam. 

*' Sir — Inclosed we send you a list of ITiysicians, Surgeons, and Apothe- 
caries, now supposed to be prisoners at Negapatam. 

"We desire that you will release them and give them permission to 
proceed whither they please without molestation. 

" And for your further direction we are to inform you, that according 
to the usage in Europe which wc mean to follow here. No Medical I'erson 
in the service of the Hospital ascertained to be such are to be considered or 
detained as Prisoners. 

" Wc have the honour to be — ^Macartney (&c. Council). 

" Select Committee, Fort .St. George, i8*** April, 1782." 

The list mentioned is not given in the Cems. There can luirdly 
have been many medical officers in the small garrison of Nega- 
patam. In fact there appears to have been only tme. Rcgnicr 
Van Vlissingcn, Governor of Negapatam, giws a list of the 
Dutch prisoners taken there, in a letter dated 22nd Feb., 1782, 
contained in the same Cons., Miscellany Book, Jan. to June, 1782. 
The only medical tifficer in the list is Johannes Francois Heyne- 
mann, Surgeon’s Mate, pay seven pagodas a month. 

The rule that medical officers should not be considered prisoners 
of war, but should be released, does not appear to liave been in 
force for any hmgth of time. In many instances medical officers, 
both French and English, were detained as prisoners of war for 
long periods. Even when observed, it sometimes w'orked to the 
disadvantage of the released Surgeon. The Miscellany Book 
for July to Dec., 1782, contains a letter, dated 7th Sept., 1782, 
from Surgeon Nicol Mein, (M. 1772), saying that he sailed from 
Madras on 14th Jime in the Yarmouth, w'hich was taken by the 
French frigate La Fine next day ; that being a medical officer 
he was not considered a prisoner of w^ar, and therefore received 
no subsistence allowance, though he w'as detained at Kadalur over 
two months, till 20th Aug., when he was allowed to go to Madras. 

The third Maisur war lasted from 1790 to 1792. In this war 
John Laird, (B. 1771), served as Surgeon General of the Grand 
Army under Lord Cornwallis ; Colley Lucas, (M. 1764), as Surgeon 
General of the Madras troops ; and Alexander Grant Clugstone, 
{Bo. 1768), as Surgeon General of the Bombay column. The 
first tw'o at least were present at the siege of Seringapatam in 
Feb., 1792. In this w-ar three medical officers lost their lives : 
Assistant Surgeon Henry Morris, (M. 1788), second Madras Cavalry, 
killed on a3th Sept., 1790, in a skirmish at Pongar in Maisur ; 
Assistant Surgeon Sutherland, 19th Dragoons, killed in the same 



WAR SERVICES 


195 


skirmish ; and Surgeon A. Home, of the 36th Foot, taken prisoner 
at Bangalore in Sept., 1791, and, after being kept at Seringapatam 
some time, put to death before the capture of the Fort. Assistant 
Surgeon Palcy, 71st Foot, was wovmded in the siege of Seringa- 
patam. The Madras Mily. Cons, of 17th Dec. 1790, give a list of 
officers taken by Tipu at the surrender of Dorapuram, a small 
fort, and released on parole not to serve again during the war, 
which includes Henry Miller, (M. 1780), Surgeon of the First 
European Infantry, and Mr. Nolhe, Surgeorv’s Mate of the 52nd 
Foot. Miller was kept unemployed till peace was made. 

The fourth Maisur war was fought in 1799, and ended with 
the storm of Seringapatam. Tipu fell in the storm, and the 
Musalman dynasty of Maisur came to an end. No officer of the. 
I.M.S. lost his life in this war, but two medical officers of the 
De M('uron regiment, then in the ser\’ice of the Company, were 
killed ; Dr. Glasser at Malavelly, and Assistant Surgeon Le.sser 
in the storm of Seringapatam. 

Indian troops wore for the first time employed beyond Asia, 
in the expedition to Egypt, under Sir David Baird, which left 
India in Marcli, 1801, but reached Egypt too late to take part 
in the fighting. Th(? senior medical officers employed with the 
force seem all to have been members of the A.M.D. The P.M.O. 
was Dr., afterwards Sir James, McGrigor,* who received from the 
Company a special commission as Superintending Surgeon, in 
addition to his King’s commission, that there might be no doubts 
as to the I.M.S. officers with the force being under his orders. 
The second in seniority was Dr. W. R. Shafter, who was after- 
wards I.G. of Hospitals under Sir John Moore, in 1808-09, ill Spain. 

Colonel Wellesley, afterwards the Duke of Wellington, was 
appointed second in command of the expedition, but fell ill at 
Bombay, and w'as unable to go. This illness w^as fortunate for 
England and for himself, for the ship in which he had intended 
to sail w'as lost, wdth all hands, between Bombay and Egypt. 

In this expedition the following Assistant Surgeons of the 
I.M.S. served: — 


T. Judson, (B. I797)- 
H. Lauder, (B. 1797). 
G. Proctor, (B. 1799). 
J. Stewart, (B. 1801). 
C. Wake, (B. 1799). 


H. Waring, (B. 1797). 

A. Taylor, (M. 1798). 

J. Grisdale, (Bo. 1798). 

R. Hayes, (Bo. 1799). 

J. R. Henderson, (Bo. 1799). 


* For McGrigor see Chap. XVII, Ranh, Vol. I, p. 319. 
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In the Peninsiila four officers served who afterwards entered 
the I.M.S. ; G. N. Cheek, (B. 1816) ; H. Mackenzie, (B. 1829) ; W. 
Twining, (B. 1824), and W. Fasken, (M. 1819) I Mackenzie as a 
subaltern in the 57th Foot, the other three as Hospital Mates in 
the A.M.D. Check served at the capture of San Sebastian and 
at Orthez ; Mackenzie at Vittoria, Nivc, and Nivelle ; Twining 
was on Lord Hill’s staff. Fasktai seems to lia\ e ser\-ed throughout 
the war. His epitaph, in the cantonment cemeiery at St. Thomas 
Mount, where he died on 3rd Oct., 1836, states qui corporis mala 
medendi perilus per Lusitauiam, Ilispaniam, cl Galliam castra 
Brilannica fortiicr sccuius. 

Twining and Cheek w<;re present at Waterloo ; as also was 
C. H. Hoffbower, a Hanoverian, who acted as a temporary 
Assistant Surgeon in Bengal from 14th Oct., 1825 to 1827, during 
which time he served in the first Burmese war. 

Sir Thomas Sevestre had served in the Navy at the capture 
of Cayenne, and had giiined the Knighthood of the Towit and 
Sword of Portugal, before he entered the Madras Service in 
1809, 

In the Crimean war some twenty-five officers of the I.M.S. 
served. Their names are given below. Of these, D. Maepherson, 
E. Campbell, J. Vaughan, W. H. Harris, J. Maegregor, and 
St. G. Williams were deputed to serve there, Maepherson as 
P.M.O., Campbell as D.I.G. of the Turkish contingent. Sir 
John McNeill was sent from England, in 1855, as President of a 
Commission to incjiiire into the working of the Commissariat 
and Transport, Colonel Ale.xander TuUoh being the other member. 
Ainger spent his furlough serving with the Turkish contingent. 
The others were young men, who subsequently entered the I.M.S. 
Reed was an Assistant Surgeon in the Navy, and served in the 
Baltic, not in the Crimea. Those marked with an asterisk received 
the order of the Medjidie. McNeill was given a Privy Councillor- 
ship for his services. 

Frederick Hanington Brett, who liad held the Professorship 
of Ophthalmic Surgery in Calcutta, was deputed from England 
to the Crimea to serve as Field Surgeon, but it seems doubtful 
whether he ever actually went to the seat of war. He entered 
the Bengal Medical Service on 22nd Sept., 1825, retired on 23rd 
Jan., 1844, and died on lOth Dec., 1859. 
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Bengal. 


Madras. 


Bombay. 


♦M. Aingcr, j 

R. Banbury, (1^57) | 

H. W. Bellow. (185^) I 
F. H. Jirett, (i«25) j 

E. Caiupbell, (18^9) j 

C. O. Daniell. (1838) ! 

J. Fawcus, (1850) i 

*F. OJevaine, (185^;) 

A. K. Keod, (1855) ■ 

J. F. Stewart. (i8">»>) ! 

■^G. S. Siillierlaiul, (1857)1 
'J'. S. Veale, (1858) | 


I 

■A, Boggs, (t85<>) I 

R. VV. Cockcrill, {1850) ; 

\V. F, do I'abeck, (1857) 
W. K. Grylls, (1857) ' . 

\V. 11 . Harris, {1855) 
Maepherson, (185^) 

J. Maegregor, (1845) ; 

|. K(ks. (1857) : 

St. G. Williams, (183^,) 


♦K. Boustcad, (1858) 

•C. J. F. Mactlowall. (1856) 
J. McNeill, (iSio) 

• j . Vaughan, (1842) 


Tlie Lumet oi 2Sth Nov., 1857, (p. 563), states that the Russian 
army in llie Crimea lost 382 medical officers by deatli, and that 
out of 550 medical ofticers in the French army, 8i died of disease 
during the war. Compared with tlies(^ ligiires, oiir own losses 
in th<! Criniea and in tlu; Mutinj’ tip]M';ir small. 

.\ note in the British Maliciil Journal of 14II1 Se])t., 1912, 
(juotes a statement tliat, during the past eighty years, 548 medical 
officers (d the Fnaich iinny have been killed in action. The 
Frt'nch army is, of course, very much larger tlian that of England 
or of India. Tlu^ period comprises the Crimean war, the w:ir in 
Italy in iSs*), and the Franco-German war ; also a long series of 
campaigns in Algeria, West Africa, and Indo-Cliina, but not the 
Napoleonic wars. 

Dr. L60H I.ribbo, member of ttm French Senate, in speaking of tlie number 
of victims of professional iluty in the French Army Medical Service, says that 
in the last eighty years 5.48 medical ofticers have been killed in battle, while 
399 have died oi ])laguc, yellow fever, typhoid, and chohna. Jn the (.'limea 
the French army lo.st i8'2.j per cent, of its medical ofticers, while the loss 
of combatant officers was i.} i7 per cent. In the Me.\ican oxj>edition the 
array lost 20 per cent, of its medical officer.s and 4 per cent, of its combatant 
officers from yellow fever. 

A separate chapter being devoted to the Medical St;rvic(fs 
in the Mutiny, it is unnecessary to say anything more about that 
subject here. 

Among other British wars, in w’hich the Indian Army took no 
part, but in which members of the I.M.S. have served, may be 
mentioned the Kafir war of 1850, the Maori, the Ashanti, and the 
Zulu wars. 



198 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


Ka6r wsu: of 1850, J. P. Bowling. (B. 1851), as a volunteer. 

Maori war, F. Broughton, (Bo. 1843). 

Ashanti war, J. O'Neil, (B. 1875), and A. Adams, (M. 1875), both as 
Surgeons in the Navy. 

Zulu war, G. M. J. Giles, (B, 1880). 

In the South African war four officers of the Bengal Medical 
Service served, W. H. W. Elliott and G. H. Frost in the Field 
Hospital sent from India to Natal at the outbreak of hostilities ; 
W. R, Edwards as Surgeon to the Commander-in-(;hief, Lord 
Roberts ; and S. J. 9 'homson, in charge of concentration camps 
towards tlie end of the war. A fifth Bengal officer, H. Cayley, 
(1857), who retired on 29th April, 1887, went out as Supt. of the 
Scottish Hospital. C. H. B. Adams-Wylie, of the General Ser^'ice 
I.M.S. (1899), was also sent to South Africa, where he died at 
Bloemfontein on 2nd Jtme, 1900. And at least ten men who 
afterwards entered the I.M.S. served in the war, as Civil Surgeons 
or as combatants. 

Of foreign wars, in which the British Army was not engaged, 
I.M.S. officers have served in the following, at least, probably 
some also in other wars. 

Carlist war, 1835-38; J. K. Walter, (B. i8.|G). 

Italian war, 1848: J. Fayrcr, (B. 1850), operations at Palermo and 
attack on Rome. 

American Civil war: A. L. Mackay, (B. 1856), after having left the 
Service, and H. 1 . Jones, (M. 1869), before entering. Mackay served 
as Senior Medical Officer of the Artillery in the Army of Tennessee, 
and was present at the battles of Chickamauga, Atlanta, jones- 
borougli, Franklin, Nashville, Spanish Fort, and the .siege of 
Moville. Jones also served in the Confederate forces. 

Franco-German war: G. C. Hall, (B. 1S72). 

Russo-Turkish ivar: D. F. Dymott, (M. 1880). 

Balkan war of 1912-13: Major C. Hudson, (I.M.S. 1890), with 
Bulgarian Army in Thrace. 

During the long wars with France, there was one risk to 
which all men serving in India were exposed, from which they 
have now been free for over a century. Every man going home, 
or returning to India, soldier or civilian, merchant or planter, 
was practically on active service throughout the voyage, and 
might at any moment be called upon to fight for his life, or at 
least for his liberty. He stood the chance of being killed in the 
fighting, and the certainty of detention as a prisoner of war if 
the ship he was in was taken by the enemy. 
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The Comptiny's Indiamen carried large crews, and were all 
well armed. But the strongest Indiainan was no match for a 
frigate, much less for a line of battleship. Tlu' race is not always 
to the sw'ift, nor the battle to the strong. And cases did happen 
in which Indiamen beat off much stronger assailants. One such 
instance tot»k place in 1757, when three Indiamen, the Houghton, 
Captain Walpole, the Suffolk, Captain Wilson, and the Godolphin, 
Captain Hutchinson, fought two French mi;n-()f-war, O4 and 
36 guns, east of the Cape, and beat them ofi with heavy loss. 
The Indiamen reached London on 2yth Aug., \vh('n the Directors 
made a grant of £2000 to each ship’s company. During tlic short 
war with the Dutch in 1759, on 24th No\^, thrci' Indiamen, tlie 
Calcutta, 761 tons. Captain Wilson, Commodore, the Duke of 
Dorset, 544 tons. Captain Forrester, and the Hardwickc, 573 tons. 
Captain Sampson, carrj'ing not more than thirty gvms eacli, 
attacked the Dutch fleet in the Hugh, consisting i>f the IVfs- 
singen, the lUciswyk, the Welgclccgcn, and the Princess of Orange, 
each of thirty-six guns, the Elizabeth Dorothea and the Wacreld, 
each of twenty-six guns, and the Mossel, of sixteen guns ; and 
took them all but tme. The Bleiswyk escapi;d down the river, 
but near the mouth met tw(» other Indiamen, the Oxford and the 
Royal George, coming up, and struck her colours to them. Hardy’s 
Register of Shipping shows that the two Wilsons, mentioned 
above, were different men. Captain William W'iLson commanded 
the Suffolk in 1757, Captain George W'ilson the Calcutta, in 

17.59- 

But the most celebrated case of this kind is that of Commodore 
Dance, who cornmandt'd the Company’s China fleet, homeward 
bound fnmi Canton, in 1804. This fleet left Canton on 31st 
Jan., and consisted of sixtetn Indiamen and eleven ccumtry ships. 
Off l\ilo Aor, in the Malay sea, on 14th Feb., they met a French 
Squadron, under Admiral Linois, consisting of one line of battle- 
ship, three frigates, and a brig, waiting for them, and expecting 
to pick up many rich prizes when the Indiamen scattered before 
them. On sighting the French squadron, however, instead of 
trying to escape. Dance, as Commodore or senior Captain, hoisted 
signals to attack them at once. The Royal George, Captain 
Timmins, led the attack ; the Ganges, Captain Moffat, a fast 
brig, and Dance’s own ship, the Earl Camden, followed. On the 
Ganges w^as also Lieut. Fowler, R.N., who was going home with 
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Dance as a passenger. On seeing them attack him without 
hesitation, Linois apparently mistook the two Indiamen for 
British line-of-battleships, and retreated, the Indiamen pursuing 
him for two hours. The English loss was one killed and one 
wounded, both on the Royal George. The Surgeon of the 
Royal George was William Gillies, of the Earl Camden, Patrick 
Maclachlan. 

. Dance’s ofikial report on the action, and the orders of the 
Court Dir«‘ct<ii-s, are given in Hard3'’s Register of Ships, 
{sec'nid edition, iSi^, pp. 134-140). The value of the China 
fleet was reckoned as some eight millions sterling. The Court 
distributed rewards, amounting to about £50,000, among the 
officers and crews of the fleet. To Commodore Dance they 
voted two thousand guineas, a piece of plate valm^ two 
hundred guineas, and a pension of £500 a year. T»> Captain 
Timmins they gave one thousand guineas, to each of the 
C'aptains of the other ships five hundred guineas, and a piece 
of plate. Lieut. Fowler received three hundred guineas. All the 
officers received rewards in proportion. It may be noted that 
each Surgeon received eighty, and each Surgeon’s Mate; fifty 
guineas. Each man of every crow got six guineas. The Patriotic 
Fund presented Dance, Timmins, and Fowler with swords of 
honour. The King offered Dance a baronetcy, which he declined, 
and knighted him on 21st Aug., 1804. 

Such instances as the above were, however, quite exceptional. 
The best found and best manned Indiaman was, as a rule, ni> 
match for a frigate, or even for a stnmg privateer, whicli, though 
usually of less size and tonnage, was spei ially built for speed and 
for fighting, n<jt for transporting cargo, and carried heavier guns 
and a larger crew of fighting men. 

Though the French navy, as an active force, was practically 
annihilated at Trafalgar in Oct., 1805, for five years longer French 
mcn-of-war and privateers found a safe base in the harbour of 
Port Louis, the chief town of Mauritius, where they could refit 
when damaged in action, and replenish their exhausted stores. 
In no part of , the world did French sailors meet with more success 
than in Eastern seas, where they carried their depredations to 
the very mouth of the Hugli. In 1810 the Governor General, 
Lord Minto, sent an expedition from India wluch conquered the 
French islands, and, with the seizure of their harbour of refuge. 
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the interference of the French ships with the Company's commerce 
came to an end. 

On 2ist June, 1806, a new Indiuman, the Warren Hastings, 
making her first voyage, was taken in the Indian Ocean, after a 
stiff fight, by the French frigate Piemonfaisc. Among the wounded 
on tlie IndiamaH were the Surgeon, John Barnes, scverelj-, and 
the Surgeon's Mate, James Greville. For his services on this 
occasion John Barnes, the wounded Surgeon, received a com- 
mission as Assistant Surgeon. Bengal, on 13th March, 1808. The' 
Piemnntaisc lierselfwas captured off Cape Comorin, nearly two years 
later, on Slh March, 180S, by the British frigate San Fiorenzo* 

Only one oflici'r of the l.M.S. apjiears to have been actually 
killed in action on board ship. Manj' were wounded or taken 
prisoners. It maj' be of interest to cpioie .some cases, a few out 
of many. 

The C.G. of (jth Aug., i8o.|. relates the cajdure, on 14th Aug., 
1803, off luTrol, of the Indiaraan Lord Nelson by the French 
privateer Belhnic. This action is al-o described in the Gentle- 
man's Magazine for Sept., 1803, and, in greater detail, in James' 
Naval History, Vol. Ill, pp. 283-84. Among llios<t killed, when 
the Lord Nelson was taken by boarding, were .Surg(^on William 
Spottiswood, (B. T781), a brother of the Captain of the I^ord Nelson, 
and Lieut.-Colonel Peter Maegregor ^lurr.iy, Adjutant-General 
of the Bengal Army. The L^ord Nelson was retaken a few days 
later, on 25th Aug., by the Colossus. 

The Fort William Cons, of 31st Jan., 1763, contain a list of 
prisoners taken on the Walpole, and sent ashore on parole, in- 
cluding her Surgeon, Robert Knight, who was appf)inted Super- 
numerary Surgeon to the army on 2nd Feb., 1764. 

The. Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Bf)ard of 8th Jun(^, 
1787, contain a letter from Assistant Surgeon Robert Collins, (B. 
1780), in which he states that he sailed for India on 29th July, 1780, 
in the Mount Stuart, which was taken by the combined French 
and Spanish fleets on 9th Aug., and was detained for senne mfmths 
as a prisoner of war in Spain. He again left England in the 
Osterly early in 1781, was delayed at the Cape, reached Bombay 
in March, and Calcutta on 6th July, 1782. He claimed to rank 
from 6th Jan., 1780, which was allowed. 

♦ The Naval History of Great Britain, from 1793 to 1820, by William James, 
second edition, 1826. Vol. IV, pp. 346-51, and Vol. V, pp. 30-32. 
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The same Proceedings for 4th Aug., 1794. contain a letter, 
dated 31st July, 1794, from Thomas Lyon, (B. 1794), who states 
that on 7th Feb., 1794, he was captured with the Pigot Indiaman 
off Bencoolen, lost the sa\'ings of nine years' service as a Surgeon 
on the Company’s ships, and was a prisoner of war for three 
montlis. He asked for a commission as Assistant Surgeon, which 
was granted him from 9th Oct., 1794. 

On 9th Oct., 1800, the French privateer La Confiancc, com- 
manded by the famous Robert Surcouf, the most daring of the 
French privateersmen in the East, took the East Indiaman Kent 
off the Sandheads, when almost in sight of port. This action is 
described by James, (Vol. Ill, p. 77), also in the C.G. of 14th 
Oct., 1800, and in the Gentleman’ s Magazine for March, 1801. 
The passengers in the Kent were allowed to go in the boats. 
Among those wcjunded in the fighting were three young Assistant 
Surgeons on their way out to India, Henry Gibson, (B. 1799), 
Richard Sherwood, (M. 1799), and John Alexander Andrew, 
(M. 1799). Sherwood was dangerously wounded, and had to be 
left on board the captured vessel as a prisoner. Andrew also 
was dangerously wounded, and was left for dead. The account 
in the Gentleman’s Magazine gives his nami' among the killed. 
Both recovered; Sherwood retired on 5th Jan., 1822, Andrew 
died at Nellore on 15th April, 1817. 

The following letter from Andrew Baird, Surgeon of a captured 
Indiaman, is preserved in Vol. II, of the books of Assistant 
Surgeons’ Certificates in the India ofhee : — 

" To D'’ Jolin Hunter, Physician to the Honourable East India Corn- 
Company. 

“ Sir, — 1 have the honour to acquaint you that 1 was Surgeon ol the 
Honorable Company’s ship Culland’s Grove, which was captured on the 
2 i'* July 180J, and since that time 1 have been a prisoner of war in France. 

“ That unfortunate event has not only prevented me- from returning 
to India, an As.sistant Surgeon on one of the Honorable Company’s Estab- 
lishments, but it has also deprived me of the means of subsisting myself 
by the exercise of my profession. After a period of three years’ captivity, 
I hope it will not be considered premature to solicit the protection of the 
Honorable Company, nor presumptive to request the favour of being 
appointed on one of their establishments, with the privilege of taking rank 
from the time of appointment. Convinced from the justice and generosity 
of the Honorable Court of Directors tliat it is only necessary that my 
unfortunate situation should be represented to them in order to obtain tlie 
favour 1 ask, 1 hope you will have the goodness to lay it before them as soon 
as convenieht. 
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Your zeal for the interest of the department of the Honorable Com- 
pany's affairs over which you preside, leaves me no room to doubt of your 
taking an early opportunity to comply with my reciucst. I ha^■o the 
honour to be. Sir, Your most obedient servant, Andrew Baird. — Verilun 
in France, 15^*^ May, 1806," 

Dr. Hunter forwarded Baird's letter with the hdlowiiig re- 
commendation : — 

“ Dear Sir, — The enclosed letters will explain themselves. You will 
judge whether it is best to lay them before the Committee of Sliipping, or 
the Court of Directors. All 1 know of M* JUird'is that in March 1802 I 
examined him as Surgeon, and found him well tjualilied. 1 am, d<"ar Sir, 
Yours sincerely, J. Hunter. — Hill House, July 17^**, 1806.” 

lliis letter bears no address, but pn*sumably it was to Mr. 
Millett, one of the Directors of the Cornjxiny, for Baird's letter 
is endorsed " rcooinmended for Bengal on my nomination, (h^orgt* 
Millett." 

Baird's commissit)n as Assistant Surgeon was dated 3rd Feb., 
1807, he ranked fnnn that, date, while still vegetating at 
Verdun for some years. A letter from Court, dated 301 h May, 
1810, published in the C.G. of 20th Dec., 1810, slates that he had 
succeeded in escaping from Verdun, and had been permitted to 
proceed to Bengal. His career was short, fi»r he died at Chitta- 
gong on 28th jum?, 1812. 

Assistant Surgeon W. H. Robertson, (B. 1707), is shown in the 
East India Register of 1806 as " on furlough, a prisoner on 
parole." When and wlieri^ he was captured is not mentiont*d. 

A Mil3^ Letter from Court to Bombay, dated 17th Jan., 1810, 
in para. 25, states that Assistant Surgeem William Thomas, (Bo. 

h'l-d come to England on fnrlougli as a prisoner of 
war on parole, had been exchanged. 

In his Autobiography, (p. 278, and Appendix E, p. 412), Sir 
James McGrigor claims to have obtained for medical oflieers, for 
the first time, the honour of mention in despatches. Aftcu* the 
siege of Badajoz, taken by storm on the night of 6th April, 1812, 
McGrigor requested Wellington to mention the good work done 
by the Medical Department in his despatch announcing the 
^capture of the fortress. Wellington asked him whethtT such 
mention was usual, and McGrigor admitted that it was not ; but 
urged that the Medical Department had deserved mention for 
their services, and that the fact that they had not been mentioned 



204 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

in despatches before was no reason why they should not receive 
such honourable mention now. On consideration, Wellington 
agreed, and accordingly in his despatch makes mention of the 
good services of " Mr. McGrigor and the medical gentlemen under 
his direction ” ; (Despatcli of 8th April, 1812, London Gazette, 24th 
April, 1812). They are mentioned again in the same terms after 
the battle of Salamanca ; (Despatch of 21st July, 1812, London 
Gazette, 16th Aug., 1812). 

Presumably the services of medical officers had not been 
previously mentioned in despatches in European warfare. They 
had, however, met with recognition at an earlier date in the East. 
In the despatch, dat<;d 21st July, 1810, from Lieut. -Colonel 
Keatingc, announcing the capture of the island of Bourbon, 
published in the London Gazette of 25tli Oi:t., 1810, among the 
officers mentioned are S.S. Henry Harris, (M. 1783), and Surgeon 
W. A. Davis, (Bo. 1790)- 

In the C.G. of i8th April, 1816, is quoted a Division order 
issued by Major-General Sir David Ochterlony, K.C.B., on the 
Nipal war, dated Camp Dooreah, 5th April, 1816. 

“ The Mcclic.-il Dc.parlinent was ably conducted under AF Super- 
intending Surgeon Gillinan, ;ind in the discharge ol the duties of the Ideld 
Hospital' Surgeon IVoctor luHillcd the CT]Ht.tations which the Major 
General had formed from his high professional characti-r oi skill, ability, 
and humanity." 

William Fullerton’s services at the battle of Mohsinpur and 
at the siege of Patna in 1760 have been described at length in 
Chap. XII, Wi/liam I'uUcrton and the Patna Massacre. 

A Mily. Letter from Bombay, dated 12th Sept., 1818, in paras. 
51-60, describes the battle of Koregaon, or Corrygaum. fought on 
2nd Jan., 1818, in the third Maratha war ; and praises highly 
the courage and devotion of the European officers engaged, 
including Assistant Surgeon John Wylie, (M. 1812), all of whom 
were specially mentioned in the Gazette. 

“51. Towards the close of tlie evening, the Detachment was placed in a 
most trying situation, nearly the whole of the Artillerymen were Killed or 
Wounded, and about one third of the Infantry and Auxiliary Horse. The 
exertions whidi the European Officers had been called upon to make in^ 
leading their men to frequent charges with the Bayonet Lad diminished 
their Numbers, Lieutenant Cliisholm of the Artillery and Assistant Surgeon 
Wingate of the .2nd Battalion of the Regiment were Killed, and Lieu- 
tenants Swaustou, Pattinson, and Connellon Wounded, leaving only 
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Captain Staunton, Lieutenant Jones, and Assistant Surgeon Wyllie of llic 
Madras Establishment, nearly exhausted, to dirt'ct the efforts of the 
remaining part of the Detachment, who were nearly frantic from the want 
of Water, and the almost unparallclled efforts tliey had made throughout 
the day, without any sort of refreshment, after a fatiguing march of twenty 
Eight Miles. 

• * * • • 

“ 58. The British character was most nobly supported throughout the 
whole of tiiis arduous defence by the European Officers, and the snuall 
detail of Madias Artillery. The Medical Oflicers also led the Sei)oys to 
Charges with the Bayonet, the nature of the contest not admitting of their 
attending to their professional duties. In such a strugglt^ the jueseiu-e of a 
Single European was of the utmost consequence, and seemed to inspire the 
Native Officers and Soldiers with their UvSual confidence of Success. Every 
Individual displayed the most romantic bravery under the pressure of thir.st 
and hunger almost beyond human endurance." 

The Gentleman* s Alagazine of Jan., 1822, contains an extract 
from a letter written l)y an officer from Sambalj)nr on 2.4111 July, 
1821. describing tlie Kol Ironbh's. not of siiflici('nt impoilance to 
bo considered a. war, on what was then called the South-West 
Frontier, in whicli lie speaks of the' great mortality in the expedi- 
tion, due, not to the resistance of the enemy, but to nature and 
to climate. 

" Out of the four medical men that commenced the canqviign, only one 
survived the excessive fatigue that they were obliged to undergo, so that: 
the whole of the medical charge devolved upon him. His exertions, having 
at the time upwards of 400 sick in the camp, called forth the public thanks 
of His Excellency the Commander in Chief." 

As an instance of the deadly nature of the jungles of this part 
of tlie country, it may be mentioned that a stone in the old burial 
ground at Midnapur records how, at Balmanghati, now in Sinh- 
bhiim district, the 38th B.I. lost from disease, in ten days, live 
officers, including Surgeon James MacRa, (B. t8iS), who died on 
27th Ma}', 1832. This latter Kol trouble lasted from 1832 to 1837. 

When Shall Shuja's Gurkha ri^giment was anniliilabid at 
Charckar in Afghan Turkestan, during the first Afghan war, 
13th to 15th Nov., 1841, the services of Assistant Surgeon G. M. 
Grant, (Bo. 1838), are thus described in Kaye's History of the War 
in Afghanistan, Vol. II, pp. 233-34 • — 

“ M*’ Grant, a medical officer. — not the first medical officer who has 
played the part of the true soldier in battle, and justified the claims of his 
profession to the solder's honours and rewards, — having spiked all the guns 
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with his own hands, led out the main body, whilst Ensign Rose brought up 
the rear.” 

Rose and most of the men were killed at Kurdurrah. Grant 
got within three miles of Kabul cantonments before he was killed. 

The story is well known how Assistant Surgeon William Brydon, 
(B. 1835), reached Jalalabad on 13th Jan., 1842, the sole survivor, 
apart from hostages and prisoners, of the force which started 
on its r(*treat from Kabul a wc^ek before. His arrival is depicted 
in the painting by Lady Butler, now' in the Tate Gallery, called 
The Remnants of an Army. Sir Robert Sale, who commanded the 
garrison of Jalalabad, thus reported Brydon’s arrival, in a despatch 
to Gen(Tal Lumley — 

Jellalahad, January 13^^, 1842. 

" Sir. 1 beg to acquaint you, for the information of His Excellency the 
Commander in Chief, that Assistant Surgeon Brydon, a few hoiirs since, 
arrived at this place wounded, and lias njported that, on the faith of a 
treaty, our troops ](;ft Cabul on or about the 6’** instant. 

" They w'crc treacherously attacked on the road by overwhelming 
numbers, and from the nature of his recital there is reason to expect tliat he 
is the only one of the fugitives that we shall ever sec alive. R. Sale." 

41 « « >0 * 

The following anecdote is taken from The Story of the Guides, 
by Colonel G. J. Younghusband, C.B., (p. 48). When the first 
Commandant of the Guides, Lieutenant, afterw'ards Sir Harry, 
Lumsden, w^as on leave in England in 1853, the temporary com- 
mand was given to Lieutenant W. S. R. Hodson, afterwards the 
famous Hodson of Hodson s Horse. A Brigad(' w'as detailed to 
punish the cluster of villages called Bori, in the country of the 
Jow'aki Afridis, near where Chcrat now' stands, the advance being 
led by the Guides. 

" At one of the furthest points ahead was Lieutenant F. McC. Turner, 
who with about thirty men of the Guides had driven a very much superior 
force of the enemy into a stone breastwork at the top of a high peak. Here 
the British oflicer w'as held ; not an inch could he advance ; and now he 
was called upon to conform with the general movement for retirement. 
To retire, placed as he w^as, meant practical annihilation, so sticking to the 
rocks like a limpet he blew a bugle calling for reinforcement. Hodson, who 
liimself was faced by great odds, seeing the serious position of his friend, 
sent across all the men he could afford to extricate him, but these were not 
strong enough to effect their purpose. Then it was that Dr. R. Lyell, the 
Surgeon of the Guides, took on himself to carry forward the much-needed 
succour. In reserve lying near him was the Gurkha company of the Guides, 
and also a company of the 66th Gurkhas under a native officer. Taking 
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these troops, with great dash and personal gallantry he led them to the 
attack, drove back the already exulting enemy, stormed their position, and 
extricated Lieutenant Turner and his party from their perilous position. 
It was a noble deed, nobly and gallantly carried out ; and when it had been 
achieved, the brave figliter returned to the tender care of the wounded, and 
to alleviate the pains of the dying " 

Robert Lyell, (B. 1847), the medical officer of the Guides, for 
his services in this campaign was appointed Principal Assistant 
to the Opium Agent at Patna. He was^ killed there, while 
engaged in helping to quell a riot in Patna city, during the Mutiny, 
on 3rd July, 1857. 

The exploits for wliicli the V.C. was conferred upon J. Crinirnin, 
(Bo. 1882), and H. F. Whitchurch, (B. 1888), are detailed in Chap. 
XXXIII, Honours and Rewards. 

B('low is given a list of officers of the I.M.S. killed in action, or 
in desultory fighting, or died of wounds. The number is not 
very large. During the Mutiny twenty-eight officers of the 
Bengal Service wore killed ; but though no doubt most or all 
of them " took it fighting,” not more than three were killed in 
action, or four if we include Lyell. The names of all are given 
in the chapter on the Mutiny. The names of the men killed at 
Patna in 1763, which are given in Chap. XII, William Fullerton, 
and the Patna Massacre, are not repeated here, nor are the names 
included of a few men who have been murdered on iourneys of 
exploration. 

The total number, thirty-four, is not large, even allowing for 
the fact that two-thirds of the Service have usually been in civil 
employment. The R. A.M.C. has probably lost at least ten officers 
killed in action for everyone of the I.M.S. who has fallen in this way. 

Out of the thirty-four, Bengal contributes nineteen, including 
three in the second and one in the third Maratha war, fiv(^ in the 
retreat from Kabul in Jan., 1842, and four in the Mutiny ; Madras 
only four, two in the second and one in the. third Maisur wars, 
and one in the third Maratha war ; Bombay nine, including 
three in Arabia and throes in the first Afghan war ; the General 
Service one, in Somaliland. The thirty-fourth, in date the 
earliest, Paxil, can hardly be said to have belonged to either of 
the three establishments. He was a .servant of the. New Company. 
Pulo Condore is an island off the coast of Cambodia, the factory 
there w'as officered from Bengal. 
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The term " killed in action " has been rather widely used. 
Perhaps a more accurate phrase would be '' perished by violence 
on service.'' The disasters at Pulo Condore and at Attinga were 
rather massacres than fights. The same might be said of the 
retreat from Kabul. Campbell, Darby, and Cassidy died of 
wounds. Morris, Hooper, Maysmor, Beadon, Biirdon, Whigham, 
and Gordon, fell in petty skirmishes, barely mentioned in the 
records of the time, and long since forgotten. But Dig, Sitabaldi, 
and Koregaon were actions of first-class importance, as also the 
siege, of Delhi and the relief of Lucknow were military operations 
of the greatest consequence. 

(1) . St. (Stephen?) Paul, killed in the massacre at Pulo Condore, 
loth May, 1705. 

(2) . The Surgeon of Anjengo factory, — his name, unfortunately, seems 
not to have been preserved, — killed when the Chief, Gyfford, all the Staff, 
and most of the garrison of tiic factory were cut off, at Att inga, on 1 2tli April, 
1721. 

(3.) Joseph Burdon, (Bo. 1770), killed at Muskat, iSl.h Nov., 1771. 

(4). Thomas Wilson, (M. 1770), killed at Perambakam, in the .second 
Maisur war, 10th Sept., 1780. 

(3) . George Campbell, (M. 1773), severely wounded at Perambakam, 
10th Sept., 1780. taken prisoner, died of wounds at Arni, i8th Sept., 1780. 

(6) . Henry Morris, (M. 177S), killed at Pongar, Maisur, in the third 
Maisur war, 13th Sept., 1790. 

(7) . William Spottiswood, (B, 17S1), killed on board the Lord Ncho}i, 
off Ferrol, 1.1th Aug., 1803. 

(8) . Henry Hooper, (B. 1802). kiPed in action with Mir Khan, Piiidari, 
near Kunch in Bundelkand, in the second Maratha vrar, 22nd May, 1804. 

(0). John Burgh, or Bnigh, (B. 1 7S2), killed at Sikandia, near Agra, 
in Colonel Monson's retreat, in the second Maratha war, 2<^th Ang., 
1804. 

(10) , Thomas Lyon, (B. 1794), killed in the battle of Dig, in the second 
Maratha war, 29th Aug., 1S04. 

(11) . Humphrey Donaldson Niven, (M. 1815), killed in the battle of 
Sitabaldi. in the third Maratha war, 27th Nov., 1817. 

(12) . Thomas Wingate, (Bo. 1817). killed in the battle of Koregaon or 
Corrygaum. in the third Maratha W'ar, 2nd Jan., 1818. 

(13) . Archibald Anderson, (B. 1806), killed at tlie siege of Chanda, in 
the third Maratha war. nth May, 1818. The Ornileman's JSJagazine for 
May, i8t 9. states that he was shot through the heart by the last gun fired 
from the tort. 

(14) . Cieorge Whigham, (Bo. i8o0). killed at Alashkara, in Arabia, 
loth Nov., 1820. 

(15) . John Gordon, (Bo. 1819), killed at Zoar, on the Red Sea, 2nd 
March, 1821. 

(16) . Humphrey Maysmor, (B. 1823), killed at Ramu, on the Chittagong 
frontier, in the first Burmese war, i6th May, 1824, 
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(17) . Hugh Beadon, (B. 1826), killed by an arrow at Nanklau, Assam, 
in operations against the Khasias, 28th May, 1829. 

(18) . Percival Barton Lord, (Bo. 1834), killed in the battle of Parwan, 
when a body of Shah Shuja's troops were defeated by Dost Midianimad, in 
the first Afghan war, 2nd Nov., 1840. 

George Morrison Grant, (Bo. 1838), killed in the letical from 
C'harekar to Kabul, in the first Afghan war, 15th Nov., i8.p. 

The next five, all Bengal men, were killed in the reticat from Kabul, 
loth to ijth.Jan., 1842. Dull’s case was particularly hard, lie had been 
permitted to retire from 15th Oct.. 1S41, but liad been unable to leave 
Kabul before the main body of the force, lie was sovcix^ly wounded, and 
had an arm amputated, early in the retreat, before h# met his end. Harper 
was one of the la.st six survivors, who got as far as Fatehabad, a few miles 
from Jalalabad, on the morning of 13th Jan., Brydoii alone reaching the 
fort later in the day. 

(20}. W illiam Dutf, ( 13 . 1817), between Tezin and Sih l>:iba, lotli Jitii., 
1842. 

{21). Alexander Bryce, (B. 1827). j in retreat fiuin Kabul, 

(22) . Kdward Kotliorham Cardew, ( 11 . 1831^). on or about lollijaii., 

(.:3). l-’rancis Ralpli Metcalfe. (B. 1839). ) i.S.|2. 

(24). iLtliiiund Tomkins HarjH‘r, (B. J821), at I'alchabad, 13th Jan., 
1842. 

(23) . Tlioinas Brickwell, (Bo. itS2o) kilkal in a skirmish in tlu' Bi>lan 
pass, in the first Afghan war. Oct., 1842. 

(26). Kobert Byell, (B. 1847), killed in a riot in Patna, city, (lining the 
Mutiny, 3rd July, 1857. 

{27). Thojuas Hewlett W'oodward, (B, 183(1), l^ill^‘l J>iege of Delhi, 

31st Aug., 1857. 

(28). Kobert Henry 13 aiirinn, (B. 1855), killed in the first relief of 
Lucknow, '2(>lh Se])t.. 1857. 

{2i)). lildiiiund Darby, ( 13 . i85r>), died of wounds of tlie h(ad in the 
Residency, Liickiunv, 27111 C.)ct., 1837. 

(30) . VVilliaiu J 3 ealty Smyth, (B. 1877), killed at ( hapi i 'Hial, Kurram 
Valley, in the second Afghan war, 23111 June, 1879. 

(31) . Ambrose Hamilton Kelly, (B. i 8 (k 9 ; killed with Sir J.C)uis 

Qivagnari, a.t Kabul, 3rd Sept., 1879. Third class Jlosjiital Avsistanl 
Kahman Baksh was also killed on this occasion, in tlie defeiue of tiie 
Residency. 

(32) . Christopher Clemens (Cassidy, (B. 1891), died at Datta Kh< C 
Tochi Valley, on 22nd June, 1S97. wounds received on loth June. 

(33) . Charles Bradley Maitland, (M. 1880), killed in action, Jubaland, 
Somaliland, i6th Feb., 1901. 

(34) . Francis WheJer Sime, (I.M.S., 1902), killed in action, GunibiiiTu, 
Somaliland, i5lh April, 1903. 


ILLM.S. — VuL. 11 . 
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CHAPTER XXXIII 


HONOURS AND REWARDS 

A 

“ Palmam qiii meruit feral.” 

JoRTiN, Lusus Poetici ; {also Lord Nelson* s motto). 

For thd first two and a half cinluries of the existence of the East 
India Conii)any, thci number of lionours and rewards bestowed 
upon its servants was not large. Towards the end of tlie seven- 
teenth century, the lumour of knighthood was eoiif erred on 
several of the senior servants of the ( ompany in India. In the 
middles of the eigliteenlh century, the ])re-eininent services of 
Robert Clive won him a peerage. But the first and greatest 
of the tiovenior Generals, Warren Hastings, went undecDiated 
and unn^warded to liis grave. In the eighteenth century, the 
only military order in existence was that of the Bath, with only 
one grade, K,B., or Knight of the Bath, which corresponded to 
the G.C.B. of the present day. During his tenure, of office as 
Coimnandor-in-Chief of the Bengal Army, from 2nd Nov., 1774, 
till his death on 30tli Aug,, 1777, the Bath was bestowed upon 
Sir John Clavering. Tht‘ only other Commander-in-( Inef , previous 
to 1790, who receiwd this honour, was Sir Eyre Coote. And 
both Clavering and Coote were King's, not Compan3’ s olficers. 
In 1815 the order of the Bath was greatly increased, and divided 
into three grades, G.C.B. , or Grand Commander; K.C.B., or 
Knight Commander ; and C.B., or Companion, 'fhe third grade 
was then bestowed with fair frequency on senior officers of the 
Company's armies ; and less commonly, the second. And, in 
the first half of the nineteenth century, several successful soldiers 
won peerages. 

The other orders are all modem creations, since the Mutiny. 
The order of the Star of India was instituted in 1861. In 1868 
the order of St. Michael and St. George, established in 1818 for 
the inhabitants of the Ionian Islands and Malta, was enlarged. 
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and extended to the colonics generally. The order of the Indian 
Empire was established in 1878, the Distinguished Service Order 
in 1886, the Royal Victorian Order in 1896. 

It was not until 1850 that medical officers were made eligible 
for the Military Division of the Order of the Bath. Previous 
to that date Sir John McNeill, of the Bombay Medical Service, 
had recehTd the G.C.B. of the Civil Division in 1839, vacating 
the office of Ambassador to Persia, three j'ears after his retire- 
ment from tlu; Service. In 1826, while Surgeon to the Persian 
Embassy, he had bc'en offered by tlu' C'zar the cross of tin? second 
class of th<! Order of St. Anne, and by the Shah the lirst class of 
the Lion and Sun, but was not allowed to acci-pt ('ither. The 
latter Order he was permitted to receive in 1835. 

Tlu; first honour of any hind bestowed upon an officer of the 
I.M.S. seems to havi; been the knighthood confern'd in 1806 on 
Sir Bu.ssick Harwood. But this was given on account of his 
eminence in the jirofession as Professor of Anatomy anil Mi-dicine 
at Camlnidge, and was given nearly thirty years after he had 
left the service, which he did on 4th Feb., 1778. 

James Penrose, who entered the Bombay Service in Aug., 1798, 
and died at Mangalore a yi-ar later, on 4th Nov., 1799, before he 
came to India hold the appointment of Surgeon Extraordinary 
to the King.* 

A few foreign orders had from time to time beem liestowed 
upon officers of the I.M.S. jirior to 1850. Sir Thomas Sevestre 
had won the Knighthood of the Tower and Sword of Portugal 
as a Surgeon in the Na\y, before he. entered the Madras Service; 
in 1809. Nathaniel Wallich received the ordi;r of the Dannebrog 
(Denmark) in 1818, and a higher grade, of th<; same order in 1829. 
The Persian Lion and Sun wasgiven to John t'.ormick, (M. 1800), 
in 1825, to J. P. Riach, (Bo. 1821), in 1832, and to James Anderson, 
(Bo. 1821), in 1848. The Afghan order of the Durani Empire 
was bestowed upon P. B. Lord, (Bo. 1834), in 1840, and on James 
Atkinson, (B. 1807), and John Forsyth, (B. 1820), both in 1841. 
Sir James Bumes, (Bo. 1821), was made a Knight of the Royal 
Hanoverian Guelphic order in 1837. Knighthoods were also 
conferred upon a few retired officers from time to time ; on Sir 
George Campbell, (Bo. 1799), on 5th March, 1832, for services 
as a County Magistrate in Fife, twelve years after his retirement ; 

• C. G., 2nd Jan., 1800, 
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and on three officers of the Madras Ser\dce, Sir Whitelaw Ainslie 
on 10 th June, 1835, Sir Simon Reward on 5th June, 1837, and 
Sir James Annesley on I3lh May, 1844, on Howard for services 
as S,S. during the first Burmese war, on Ainsli(‘ and Annesley 
for professional eminence. 

A baronetcy was also conferred upon Sir William Russell on 
i8th Feb., 1832, fur services in the London clioh-ra epidemic 
of the previous year. Russell was born on 2C)lli May, 1773, took 
tlie (l(‘gre*^ oi M.D. at Edinburgh in 1793, and entered the Bengal 
Medical Service as Assistant Surgeon <»n 25th June, 1797. He went 
on sick furlough in Jan., 1803, and on his return in 1806, was 
appointed Presidency Surgeon in Calcutta, and Su])t. General of 
Vaccination, posts whicli lie htJd till his retirement. He became 
Surgeon on 21st July, 1808, and gave up furtiu'r promotion in 
order to ndain his a])poinlinents in Calcutta. He went on sick 
leav’e on ist Feb., 1829, retired on 18th June, 1831, was elect(‘d 
F.R.S. on 5th April, 1832, and died at Charlton Park, (Gloucester- 
shire, on 2f)th Sept., 1839. 

The only otlier member of the I.M.S. who has ia:ceived a 
baronetcy is Sir Josepli Fayrer, created a barontd on nth Feb., 
3896, aft<T his retirement from the IVesidency of the Medical 
Board of the India Office. Two other officers, liow(‘\'er, Sir John 
Tn^vor Lawrence and Sir Alexander t'hristisoii, have inherited 
baronetcies conferred for professitmal emiiumce on their fathers. 
A baronetcy was also offered to Sir Jolm McNeill in 1857, but 
he preferred to accept the membership of tlio IVivy C ouncil. 

Medical officers were lirst made eligible for the anilitary 
division of the order of the Bath in 1850, by ilu* following 
notification, published in the Lvndon Gazette of lOtli Aug., 
1850. 

*' The Queen ha.s been graciously pleased to make and ordain a Special 
Statute of the. Most Honourable Order of tJic Bath, for tlic purpose of 
authorising the admission into the JMilitary Divisions of the second and 
third classes of the said most Honourable Order of such officers of the Com- 
missariat and Medical Departments of the Army and Navy, and of the 
East India Company's Armies and Navy, as by their meritorious services 
have already or may hereafter be deemed by Her Majesty to liavc deser\'ed 
such distinction. Her Majestj'' has accordingly been pleased to give orders 
for appointing 

Sir John Bissett, Knight, Commissary General ; 

Sir James McGrigor, Baronet, Doctor of Medicine, Director General 
of the Medical Department of the Army ; 
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Sir William Burnett, Knight, Doctor of Medicine. DirecUw Goiieral of 
the Medical Department of the Navy ; and 
James Thomson, Escp, Inspector General of Hospitals on the Bengal 
Establishment of the East India Company’s Service ; 

To be Ordinary Members of the Military Division of the Second Class, or 
Knights Commanders of the said Order." 

B}- the above notification, the K.C.B. was conferred upon 
one ofiicer’of each of the three great Medical Servict's, the Anny, 
Navy, and Indian. 

At tlie same time, the C.B. was bestowed upon the follow in;; 
seventeen medical officers, seven of the A.M.D., six of the Nav^^ 
and four of the I.M.S. 

Duncan McArtluir, M.D., Physician of the Fleet, retired. 

Sir John Webb, Knight, Director (General of Ordnance Medical J>)ei)t. 
Sir James Robert Grant, Knight, l.G. of Hospitals. 

John (iiiiining, I.Ci. of Hospitals. 

John Robert Hume. M.D., l.(i. of Hospitals. 

Sir John Richardson, Iviiight, I.Cr. of Hos])itals and Idcels. 

Benjamin Fonseca Oulram, l.ti. of Hospitals and Fleets, retired. 

Robert Perkins llillver, l.G. of Hospitals and Fleets, retired. 

Sir George Magrath, Knight, M.D., l.Ci. of Hospitals and Fleets, retired. 
Sir Jolin Riddell, Knight, M.D., l.G. of Hospitals and Fleets. 

Henry Franklin, I.(i. of Hospitals. 

James IVeiK li, M.D.. l.G. of Hospitals. 

Stephen Woolryche, l.(i. of Hospitals, 
diaries Rcnny, Superintending Surgeon, Bcng*al. 

Ikinnalyne William Macleod, M.D., S.S., Bengal. 

John Wylie, M.l^., I.C*., of lIosj)i1,ds, Madras. 

Charles IX»yle Straker, M.D., S.S., Bombay. 

The honour of appointment on the Honorary Medical Staff 
of the Sovereign was first granted to the I.M.S. by the Koj’al 
Warrant of ist Fi‘b., 1859, para. 15. 

" Six of the most meritorious nicdiail oflicers of the Army sliall be 
namc'd My Honorary l^hysiciaiis, and six. My Honorary Surgeons." 

The first officers to r(‘ceive these a])pointments were gazetted 
from 6th Sept., 1861. Tln ir narm s were — 

Honorary Physiciam to the Queen — 

Principal l.G. John Forsyth, Bengal. 
l.G. Campbell Mackinnon, Bengal. 

Surgeon Edward Goodevc, Bengal. 

Principal l.G. George Pearse, Madras, (retired). 
l.G. Duncan Maepherson, Madras. 

Principal l.G. Benjamin Proctor Rookc, Bombay. 
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Honorary Surgeons io the Queen — 

Surgeon Major Alexander Grant, Bengal. 

D.I.G. John Campbell Brown, C.B., Bengal. 

D.I.G. William Abbott Green, Bengal. 

Principal I.G. Robert Cole, Madras. 

Surgeon Major Cliarlcs Morehead, Bombay. 

D.I.G. Francis Shortt Arnott, C.B., Bombay. 

By para. 8 of the Royal Warrant of 30th April; 1887, the 
rank of D.S.G. (now Colonel) was granted to any officer of a lower 
rank appointed Honorary Physician or Surgeon to the Queen. 

** On appointment as Honorary Physician or Surgeon to Her Majesty 
under Article 12, an officer below the rank of Deputy Surgeon General shall 
be promoted to that rank, remaining supernumerary of bis rank until he 
would have been promoted in ordinary course.” 

As a rule, however, these appointments were given only to 
senior officers on the retired list, up to 191T, wht'ii the Rf)yal 
Warrant of 8th Aug.. 1911, published in the Gazette of India of 
7th Oct., 1911, restricted them to officers on the active list, wli<i 
must r<‘linquish the appointment on retirement. 

” Whereas We deem it expedient to amend the rules for the promotion 
and precedence of Our Indian Medical Service Our will and pleasure is 
tiiat Our warrant of the 13^** March, 1908, be amended in accordance with 
the following i)rovisions : — (i) The following shall be omitted from para- 
graph 10 : An officer below the rank of Colonel who may be appointed as 
Our Honorary Physician or Surgeon after retirement from the Service 
shall be granted the honorary rank of Colonel. (2) The following .shall be 
substituted for paragraph 14 ; Six of tlie most meritorious medical officers 
of the service on the active list shall be named Our Honorary Physicians 
and Six Our Honorary Surgeons. An officer shall relinquish the appoint- 
ment of Honorary Phy.sician or Honorary Surgeon on retirement. Given 
at Our court at St. James’s this eighth day of August, 1911, in the second 
year of Our reign.” 

The first officer of the I.M.S. to gain the most coveted of all 
distinctions, the Victoria Cross, was Surgeon John Crimmin, 
of Bombay, on whom it was bestowed in 1889 for gallantry in 
the Karenni campaign in Burma. It is somewhat curious that 
no officer of the I.M.S. gained the Cross in the Mutiny, when it 
was earned by no less than three officers of the A.M.D. : Surgeon 
H. T. Reade at the storm of Delhi, and Surgeons J. Jee and 
A. D. Home in the first relief of Lucknow. The Cross, however, 
w'as gallantly earned by a young Hospital Apprentice of the 
Bengal Sub-Medical Department, Arthur FitzGibbon, in the 
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second China war, at the capture oi North Takii Fort on 21st 
Aug., i860, twenty-eight years before it was conforr<‘d on any 
commissioned officer of the I.M.S. The grant of the V.C. to 
FitzGibbon was made just a year later, on 13th Aug., 1861. He 
died some fifteen years afterwards as a Civil Surgeon in Bengal. 
The only other officer of the I.M.S. , besides Crimmin, on \vl\om 
the Cross has been conferred, is Surgeon Captain H. F. Whitchurch, 
of Bengal, in the Chitral campaign of i8c)5. 

The notifications conferring tlie Victoria Cross on FitzGibbon, 
Crimmin, and Wliitchurch, are quoted below. 

Arthur FitzGibbon, i V* Ang., t86i. For having bcliaved with great 
coolness and courage at the capture of the North Taku Fort on the of 
August 1800. On the morning of that day, lie accompanied a wing of the 
67'^*^ Regiment, wJien it took up a position within five hundred yards of the 
Fort. Having quitted co^*cr, he proceeded under a v'cry licavy fire, to 
attend to a dhoolic bearer, whose wound lie liafl been rlirected to l>ind ii}> ; 
and, while the regiment was advancing under the enemy's fiifj. ho lan 
across the open to attend to anotlicr wounded man, in doing wliich he was 
himself severely wounded." 

J, Crimmin. " J.ieiitonant Tighe. 27'** Bombay Infantry (to the 
Mounted Infantry of which corps Surgeon Crimmin was atbiched), states 
that in the action near Lwekaw, JCast('rn Karenni, on January last, 
four men charged with him into the midst of a large body of the enemy 
who were moving off from the Karen left Hank, and two men fell to the 
ground wounded. He saw Surgeon Crimmin attending one of the men 
about 200 yards to the rear. Karens were round the party in every direc- 
tion, and he saw several fire at Surgeon Crimmin and tlie wounded man. 
A sepoy then galloped uj) to Surgeon Crimmin, and the latter joined the 
figliting line which tJieii came up. Lieutenant Tighe further states that 
very shortly afterw\ards they w'cre engagcfl in driving the (memy from small 
clumps of trees and bamboo, in which the Karens took shelter. Near one 
of these clunijis he saw Surgeon Crimmin attending a wounded man. Several 
Karens rushed out at him. Surgeon Crimmin thrust his sword through one 
of them and attacked a second ; a third Karen then dropped from the fire 
of a sepoy, upon which the remaining Karens fled." 

H. F. Whitchurch. War Office, July iCV*, 1895. " The Queen has been 
graciously pleased to signify her intention to confer the decoration of the 
Victoria Cross upon the following officer, whose claim ha.s been submitted 
for Her Majesty's approval, for his conspicuous bravery during the sortie 
from Chitral Fort on March 3^^* last, as recorded against his name 
Surgeon Captain Harry Frederick Whitchurch, Indian Medical Service. 
During the sortie from Chitral Fort of March last, at the commencement 
of the siege. Surgeon Captiiin Whitchurch went to the assistance of Captain 
Baird, 24^*' Bengal Infantry, who was mortally wounded, and brought 
him back to the Fort under a heavy fire from the enemy. Captain Baird 
was on the right of the fighting line, and had only a small party of Gurkhas 
and men of the 4^** Kashmir Rifles. He was wounded on the heights 
at a distance of a mile and a half from the fort. When Surgeon Captain 
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Whitchurch proceeded to his rescue the enemy, in great strength, had broken 
through the fighting line ; darkness had set in, and Captain Baird, Surgeon 
Captain Whitchurch, and the Sepoys were completely isolated from assist- 
ance. Captain Baird was placed in a dooley by Surgeon Captain Whit- 
church, and the party then attempted to return to the fort. The Gurkhas 
bravely clung to the dooley until three were killed and a fourth was severely 
wounded. Surgeon Captain Whitchurch then jmt Captain Baird upon his 
back, and carried him some distance with heroic courage and resolution. 
The little party kept dimini.shing in numbers, being fired at the whole way. 
On one or two occasions Surgeon Captain Whitchurch was obliged to 
charge walls, from behind which the enemy kept up an incessant fire. At 
one place particularly the whole party was in imminent danger of being cut 
up, having been surrounded by the enemy. Surgeon Captain Whitchurch 
gallantly rushed the position, and eventually succeeded in getting Captain 
J^aird and the Sepoys into tlic fort, hicarly all the party were wounded. 
Captain Baird receiving two additional wounds bf'fore reaching the fort.*' 

Th(-' lirsl Good StTvicc Pension conferrt'd on an oflicer of the 
I.M.S. was given to D.I.G. J. C. Brown, afte rwards S.(i. Sir J<>hn 
Campbell Brown, K.C.B., on 13th Dec., 1867. 

The Fell()w\ship of the Royal Society, the blue ribbon of Science, 
wns conferred upon Dr. John Fryer, the author of a well-known 
volume of travels in India, in 161)7. The earliest instances of 
its being bestowed upon oHicers of the I.M.S. arc — 

John FrycM*, (lio.) . . . 1607. 

J, Z. llolwcll, (B.), 20th Jan., 1767. 

Patrick Russell, (M.), 29th Nov., 1777. 

Bussick Harwood, (B.), 27th May, 1784. 

William Blane, (B.), lOth April, 170.5. 

John Corse Scott, (B.), 16th Jan.. 1800. 

Francis Buchanan Hamilton. (B.), 1st May, iSo(). 

Russell had gaini'd tlie. F.K.S. eight years ])ei'oie he entered 
the Service on 4th Nov., 1783. Fiycr, Ilohvell, Harwood, and 
Blane had all retired before their election ; the thri'.e first long 
before. The first medical officer who was elected F.R.S. while 
actually serving was J. C. Scott, and he retired a few^ months 
later, on 30th July, 1800. Practically, therefore, Francis Buchanan 
Hamilton, who wiis serving up to Aug., 1816, ten years after his 
election, wus the first oftieer of the I.M.S. who attained this honour 
while a member of the Service on the active list. 

During the last half-century a good many officers of llu' I.M.S. 
have received the Honorary degree of LL.D. from various 
Universities, but previous to that time very few', and these with 
one exception Bombay men. Not only has the number of 
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Universities largely increased during the last fifty yOtirs, but also 
the Honorary degrees have been given m<u'c freely. Tlie following 
officers received this honour previous to i860 : — 


J. B. Gilchrist, (B.), LL.D., Edinburgh. 30th Oct., i8o^. 

Samuel Guise, (Bo ), LL.D., Marischai College, Aberdeen, 9th June, 1S09. 

( LL.D., King's College, Abertlecn, jolli Aug. 
1835. 

LL.D., CUasgow, 1S3O. 

LL.D., T.C.D.. 183^. 

LL.D., Cantab, 1846. 

LL.D., St- Andrews, 1854. 

D.C'.L., O.xon, 1857. 

J. W. Winchester, (Bo.), LL.D., Marischai College, Aberdeen, 18;, 7. 


\V. 15 . Barrington, (Bo.), 
Sir John McNeill, (Bo.). 


It hii.s sometimc's l)CM'n made a snbj(M-| of comjdiiint that the 
nnnilier of linnours and d(‘e(H'ations bestowed n|>on officers of 
the I.M.S. has not been Iarg(‘. Tlu' tnbli' below sliows Ihiit ('on- 
siderably over two hundred such honours have Ix'en bt'stowed 
upon nit'inbers of the Servici*, im the active list or ielin‘(] ; mostly 
during the last half-century. The larger shari', som(‘ iwo-thiids 
of the wlioh', has fallen to Bengal, but that Service has always 
been in numbers about ('(puil to the otlua* two tog(dher. Tlie new 
I.M.S. has done W(‘ll in earning feunieen det'orations, for su< h 
honours usually go to the senior men. It is curious that tlie. 
Bombay Service, always much the smallest in nnmb*Ts, has 
done better in this line than Madras. A Bombay olljcer was the 
first to earn the V.C., another Bombay (d'licer gained tlu‘ only 
G.C.B. and the only Privy Coiineillorshij) whicli tlii^ I.M.S. has 
rcceivTd. It is proliable that sonu' honours havii been omitted 
in the table ; certainly all those entered liave been conferred. 
Various other distinctions, ai)pointm(‘nts as Honorary Plij-sician 
and Surgeon to the Sovereign. Honorary Dt'grees from Univer- 
sities, Fellowships of the Royal Society, (jochI Servic(‘ Pen.si()ns, 
Baronetcies, and Kniglithoods, are also entered in a second table, 
but not included in the total quoted of ovt‘r two hundred decora- 
tions. These other distinctions number one hundred and seventy- 
six. 

Mention is also due to the appointments of Sir J(jseph Fayrer 
as Physician Extraordinary to the King, of Sir Richard Havelock 
Charles as Serjeant Surgeon to the King, of the Nobel Prize 
bestowed upon Sir Ronald Ross in 1902, the Parkes Memorial 
Prizes gained by J. F. Polden in 1882, A Duncan in 1885, and 
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R. Ross in 1895, and the choice of C. C, Manifold as MacGregor 
Silver Medalist in 1903. 

It is true that the most open path to honours has always been 
military and political service ; next to that, scientific distinction. 
It is hard to judge of purely professional work. It is not neces- 
sarily the man who shows most prominently in the public eye 
who is doing the best work. StiU, many honours and distinctions 
have been bestowed f(jr purely professional service and merit ; 
e.g. the knighthoods conferred upon Whitelaw' Ainslic, James 
Annesley, and James Ranald Martin ; the C.B. to Martin, and the 
C.I.E.’s to Morohead, Waring, and Chevers ; m»t to come, to more 
recent times. 

A study of the list of honours makes apparent two facts. 
The first is, that the names of several men of the first eminence, 
professionally and in fhe Service, do not appear in them at all.* 
The second is, that gaining one honorary distinction greafly 
increases a man’s chances of getting ant)! her. Of course, all those 
who have been dec(>rated with the higher grades of various 
orders, with the single e.vception of Sir John McNeill, have gone 
through the lower grades also, and are thus counted twice over 
in the table. Sir William Mackenzie, ftf Madras, held the 
C.B., C.S.I., K.C.B., and Q.H.P. Sir Joseph Fayrer received 
the C.S.I. , K.C.S.I., Q.H.P., a Good Service Pension, and a 
Baronetcy ; also a brevet promotion for the Mutiny, th(‘. appoint- 
ment of Physician Extraordinary to the King, the Fellowship 
of the Royal Society, the orders of the Star of Conception of 
Portugal and the Medjidi**, and the honorary degret^ of LL.l). 
from two Universities, Edinburgh and St. Andrews. 

The ffdlowing lists are caiTicd down to the end of the year 

1913. They include a batch of Good Service Pensions gninted 
in 1913, fr<jm various dates during the preceding nine years ; 
one of the recipients, indeed, had been dead for more than 
eight years. They also include an appointment as Honorary 
Physician to the King, gazetted in January, 1914, with effect 
from August, 1913 ; but not any honours conferred on ist January, 

1914. 

* As instances may be mentioned the following name.s, which do not include 
those of anv men now living; James Anderson, John Fleming, Francis Balfour, 
Simon Nicolson, H. H. Wilson, F. J. Mouat, E. G. Balfour, H. Cleghom, T. C. 
Jerdon, Charles Murchison. Many of these men. however, lived and served 
before the days of decorations. 



HONOURS AND REWARDS 


219 


ORDERS. 


Honours. 
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Bomb.iy. 
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Strivicc. ! 
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v.c. 

. : I 



1 
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2 
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— 
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1 
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H 

4 

— 
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12 

C.B. 


S 

8 

— 

4« 

K.C.S.I. 


— 

— 

— 

() 

C.S.I. . 

. 12 

5 

2 

— 
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K.C.I.E. ‘ . 

. ■ 4 

1 

2 


7 

C.I.E. . 

.^7 

12 

7 

2 


K.C.M.G. 

. 

— 

1 

— 

* 

C.MG. . 

4 

— 

.... 

— 

4 

D.S.O. . 

11 

1 

2 

3 

10 

G.C.V.O. 

I 

— 

— 

— 

1 

K.C.V.O. 

2 

— 

[ 

: 


M.V.O. . 

2 



— 

- 

K.i.H. . 

15 


8 

7 

i.i 
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S 

10 


JO 

V.I). 

- 


I 

. ' 

> 
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ly) 

- 1 - 

14 
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-- 

1 


1 
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CHAPTER XXXIV 
COURTS-MARTIAL 


" Nolhiiif.; extenuate. Nor set down aught in malice — " 

SiiAKiisrj'iAKK, Othello, Act V, Scene 2. 

It Ikis alvviiys been the cnstoin, among all civilized powt^rs, that 
offences against discipline, committed by members of their armed 
forces, naval or military, sliould be tried hy special tribunals, nv 
Courts-martial. Such special tribunals can liardly be considered 
a privilege of the accused ; for many charges, punishable with 
severity by those special courts, would be considered trivial, 
or even dismissed, by the regular criminal courts. 

As regards offences committed by men subject to military 
law, not specially of a militar}" cliaracter, but such as are ordinarily 
tried by th<* regular courts, custom has varied from time to time. 
In tlie eightCHmth century such cases as murder or robbery by 
soldiers or sipahis were usually tried by Courts-martial ; whereas 
in more modern times they are left to be dealt with by the ordinary 
criminal law. 

During the earlier part nf the nineteenth century, and indeed 
up to the Mutiny, the trial of officers by Courts-martial was of 
very frequimt occurrence. In the thirties and forties of last 
C(mtiiry the wx^ekly issues of General Orders, and the w^cekly 
press, teem with reports of such trials, sometimes half-a-dozen 
or more in a week. The most common charges were drunkenness, 
duelling, insubordination, absence without leave, the wide term 
of conduct unbecoming to an oflicer and a gentleman,’* and, 
less frequently, pecuniary defalcations. The last class, indeed* 
seldom appear to have been cases of deliberate fraud ; but usually 
originated in carelessness, in leaving money matters to sub* 
ordinates, or in simple inability to keep accurate accounts. 

At the present day, the trial of* an officer by Court-martial 
is of rare occurrence. Many causes have contributed to this 
gi'eat change. For one thing, officers come out to India at a 
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later age. A hundred years ago cadets, and civilians also, often 
came out at about sixteen, an ago at which they would have been 
better suited to the discipline of a public school than to that of 
tJie army. Assistant Surgeons were often not more than twenty 
when they first joined. Duelling died out before t!ie Mutiny. 
Over-indulgence in alcohol has greatly decreased, during tin; last 
century, among all classi-s, and in none to a greater extent than 
in that which oflicers the army. The Accounts Deparlnn-nt now 
kceji a much closer and more frequent scrutiny over public 
accounts ; and appointments sucli as poslmastersliips and 
registrarships, which involve dealing with pnblie money, are not 
now laid by inilitaiy’ or medical officers. .And it was the custom 
to brin.g to trial by court-martial numerous cases which, at tlie 
jircsent time, would be dealt with dejiartmenlalh- by senior 
officers, and wliich would often, if any punishment were con- 
siden d necessary, be met liy a mere rejirimand. 

In these freijiienl trials by Conrl-martial the Medical Service 
seems to have had its full sliarc. Tht; number of otfieers of the 
I.M.S. cashiered, dismissed, or discharged by (>)url-inartial (the 
term rrt.s/uVm/ is less frciiuently used than tJa^ other two) lias not 
been large. E.xcluding cas(‘s in whii:h the sentence was remitttal, 
and the offender reinstated, but including some entered as " re- 
moved from the service,” in which it is not stated that such 
removal was due to tlie sentenci! of a ('ourt-marlial, the total 
is (ml}' sona; twenty-nine cases out of a total (if :d)out 56 ()() 
officeis, or just over one in two hundred, one-half per 
c(mt., viz. — 


I.^ongal 

J out of about 


Madras 

•1.? 

I.JOO 

Bombay 

3 

030 

Junior I.M.S. 

none; 

900 

'J'otal 

- 29 



It is now more than thirty years sinc-e any officer of the I.M.S. 
was cashiered or dismi.ssed. 

But the number of culprits actually dismissed from the army 
bears a very small proportion to the number of cases tried. 
Acquittal was frequent ; in many cases, indeed, trials were held 
on the demand of the accused, in order to clear his character, 
and conviction by no means necessarily involved dismissal. 
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Sentences of less severity were frequently passed, such as suspen- 
sion from rank and pay, for periods varying from two years down 
to three montlis ; removal from appointment ; loss of seniority, 
by being reduced a certain number of places on the list ; and not 
imfrequently simple reprimand. 

In this chapter it is proposed to give an account of some of 
the more interesting cases in which medical ofl'icers have. been tried 
by court-martial, showing the nature of the offences thus tried, 
instances of varying sentences, etc. 

The first case quoted is the most interesting of all, as the only 
instance of a summary or " drumhead ” Court-martial, in which 
detection of the offence was followed by trial, and sentence by 
execution, without the usual dclaj's of the law ; and also as the 
only instance of tlie infliction of the death penalty. The case 
has therefore been described at length. Wht'ther the culprit had 
ever actually bien employed as a iru'dii'a! oi'ticcr in the Service is, 
to say the least of it, doubtful. He certainly never r{*i:eived a 
rt'gular apjiointment by warrant as an Assistant Surgeon. He had 
applied for employment at Fort St. David, but appanuitly did 
not get it there. Cuillaud appointed him to attend the hospital 
at Trichinopoly, but states that he never took up the post. In 
fa('t, he appears to have been only a candidate for emplo3unent, 
or umedivar. In the proceedings of the Court of Enquirj', how- 
ever, he is usuallj' called the Surgeon. 

On 28th Dec., 1757, a French Assistant Surgeon, who had taken 
service under the English, was hanged at Trichinopolj' for treason. 
The following account of this affair is taken from Onne’s History 
of Indosian, Vol. II, p. 289, the beginning of Book IX. 

The new year opened in the Carnatic with as little activity as the last 
had closed. The French troops remained in Pondicherry, waiting the 
arrival of their expected arinamen tsfroin Furope, during which, AF 
Soupire, as he says in a memoir he has published, entered into a negotiation 
with two jemautdars of the English Sepoys to surprize Tritchinopoly, by 
means of the French prisoners. Four hundred were in confinement in the 
city, and 50 or 60 had at various times been received into the English 
service, and in the end of December, soon after Calliaud returned from 
Madras, two of the enlisted Frenchmen accused one De la Forge, who had 
been accepted as a Surgeon's mate, that he had tampered with them to 
concur in a project, by which the foreigners in the service of the garrison 
were to murder the English guards in the night, then open the prisons, arm 
the prisonexs, and with tlieir assistance, overpower the rest of the troops. 
Four otlier Frenchmen avowed the same conversation with De la Forge, 
who, with much obstinacy, denied that he had ever spoken one word to 
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any of them : he was, however, hanged two days after his trial. This might 
have been the first opening of Soupire's scheme, although he says 
nothing of it ; but nothing was discovered of his conspiracy with the 
sepoys, which he seems to have protracted until the end of April.'' 

Tht‘ original account of this affair is fonnd in two letups from 
Captain Caillaiid,* commanding at Trichinopoly, to tin* (lovcrnors 
of Fort Si. David and Madras, dated 28th Dec., 1737, and Jan., 
1758, respectively. The name of the unfortunalo Frenchman 
appears to have been La Forge, not De la Forge, and whether he 
was ev<‘r actually employial in the British service seems soiiu'what. 
doubtful. Caillaud's letters are as follows : — t 


“ To Alt xandcr Wync.h, IC.sc]., Covornor of h'ori St. David. 

" Dear sir,-- 1 was informed last night of a design amongst the I’lcneh 
soldiers here (entertained in our service) of endeavouring to surprise the 
garrison ; the chief ])ronK)ter t)f thi.s .scJieine w;i.s one Jiernard, alias La 
Loigt*. who i. Line to y(jur settleinent fnjiu rondicheny as Surgeon some time 
last Ajii'il or May. and aK>ng with him :i coni]>aniou who calls himself an 
engineer, and 1 h< Iie\ e may still be with you, tlie surgeon came here some 
time ago, not being (‘mjiloyed (as lie saitl lie could w'ish) at Tort St. David ; 
he fuitlier saitl his intention was to gv) to Dindigul, unless J liad any com- 
mamls lor him, 1 told him to wait thinking pei liaps in his profession 1 might 
find liim of nso ; Jitiwever, he ha<l other views for liimself it seems ; tlie 
l;i< t <d liaving (uuleavonred (o seduce many of tlie Frenchmen to surprise 
tlie giiirison, was fully ])roved on him this morning, and for whicli 1 Imng 
him this aflernooii. 'I'he good of the .service retpiired an imiuotliate 
examjile, so 1 did not wait for orders; the particulars of tliis wliole affair 
will ]jass through your liands in a few days, but this is chii'lly to inform you 
of what we w'ei e made atapiainled with this morning at the court of enijuii y 
by his })rincipal agent here in the aflair ; that this La F’orge had in con- 
iidence assured liim he had the same designs upon your garrison w'Jiile 
there, that he liad wrote to Pondicherry about it, and tliat his comrade the 
engineer was in the secret ; I thouglit the .sooner 1 could inform you of this 
the better, that you may take measures accoiflingb^ perliaps by first 
having him strictly watched you may find out more Ilian if he was inline' 
diately confined, of this, liow'cver, you arc the best judge. 

*' 1 have received your two last favours and shall with thanks answer 
them when more at leisure, tliis affair has given me and will give me yet a 
day or two more trouble, however, everything is safe and quiet and 1 am 
as usual very much. Your obliged humble servant.— I'richinopoly ; 
Decnnbcr 28'^, 1757." 

• John Caillaud (not Calliaucl), arrived in India in 1753, wa.s appointed in 
*759 to command the East Iri'lia Co.'s troops in Madras, and to the Command 
of the Bengal Army on 25th February, 1760 ; was in command during the war 
in Bihar in 1760; succeeded as Coinmander-in-Chief by Major John Carnac 
on 31st Dec., 1760. Jirigadier-Gcneral, 17O3 ; retired, 1775 ; died, 1810. 

t Onne MSS., India, Vol. Xlll, pp. 3444-3147. 
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To the Honourable George Pigot, Presdt. and Governor, etc,, at 
Madras. 

" Sir, — I have now the honour to lay before you the proceedings of a 
court of enquiry held here on the 28 ^*’ instant in consequence of an informa- 
tion given me by two Frenchmen of a design formed by some of their 
countrymen (deserters and others whom 1 some time ago had taken out of 
prison when before Madura) to surprise the garrison, and endeavour to 
m.'ike themselves masters of tiie place ; one of the principal actors in this 
tragedy was to liave been one La I'orge, a Surgeon, who had come here from 
Fort St. David a few days before I set out for Madras : ho produced mo a 
discharge from tlic French service, dated in April last, and informed me 
that he and another of iiis comrades with a discharge also had left about 
that time I’ondichcrry and came to Fort St. David, that his comrade had 
found service as engineer, lliat he himself had attended awhile in the 
hospital, but on some disagreement with the surgeon had leave to come 
away, that he came then to Tanjore. wliere finding no employment, he 
came to offer his services here and if not wanted that 1 would give him 
leave to go lo Dindigul : tliis was his story. 

*' 'J'he want sometimes of people in liis profession made me desire him 
to stay ; and that lie might attend our liosjutal if anything offered, and 
that * our surgeon found him capable and diligent, 1 might, i)crliaps. find 
an op])ort unity of employing him ; on my retuvn from Madras, our surgeon 
informed me, he never tince attended the hos})ital, on which 1 pro]>osed 
sending him about his business, but deferred it as 1 had some thing of more 
consequence that took my time and alleiitioii. 

" 1 may now refer you, Sir, to the proceeding f Court for the 

remainder of the affair, and humbly hope my determination after strict 
examination of ordering the immediate execution of the villain, may not 
be tlionghl by you a rash action, or too great an exeilion of power, or a 
breach of respect I ow'C you Sir in not waiting for your orders, but I own 
the necessity of an immediate example ai>peared to me in so strong a light, 
that 1 should have thought myself deficient in my duty had I not done it ; 
if unfortunately your opinion of the affair sliould dilfer from mine, 1 must 
tliiuk my.self to blame, but hope even in that aisc you will consider it as 
well meant for the good of the service, an action certainly nut of choice, but 
seemingly to me of absolute necessity. 

“ The Court continues sitting every day in order to sift the affair to the 
bottom, and to find out as many as possibly we can wlio were accom]>liccs, 
or who knowing of it did not acquaint their officers ; the crime is of such a 
nature as cannot be taken cognisance of by a reginientiil C-ourt-martial, 
therefore if you choose they should be tried here, an order must be sent to 
enable us to hold a general one : you will also be pleased to inform me if 
you will confirm my oilers of pardon to those who will turn evidence against 
the rest : the only way I can think of to come at the truth. Gille I^lot is 
one and I believe hath told the most he knows, Vadeboncoeur was another 
to whom I made the same conditional offers, but he is a villain, and in the 
course of examination shows he knows much more than he will confess : 
however if you will please to confirm me that power, if they are to be tried 
here, I will endeavour to make the best of it I can. 

• Word if omitted in copying MSS. 

I The Proceedings of the Court of Enquiry arc given below. 
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A judge-aclvocatc will also be necessary and as the sending up one 
may be attended with inconvenience, I beg leave to mention M’^ Alexander 
Boswell * as one lit lor that office, il you will please to send him a 
deputation. 

The articles of war mention for the East Indies, that there must be 
nine officers to constitute a general Court-martial, \vc are but lught here, if 
you lliink proper to honour one of the volunteers with a commission or 
order for appointment, we shall have a sufficient number. 

In the court of enquiry you will observe that passage in Gille Lalot‘s 
evidence where he says that Forge in confidence told him he had the same 
design at Fort St. David, and how he pro})osod to effect il, and that his 
comrade knew of it ; as I hear that man is still employed theie 1 ga\ e 
Mr. Wyuch immediate notice of it that he might take the proper precautions 
with regard to him. — Trichinopoly, January, 1738.” 


It appears \'cry doubtful whether the unfortiinale La Forge 
was ever actually employed as a Medical Ofiicer in tlie ( -niupany's 
servict', either at Fort St. David or at Trichinopoly. If we 
consider that lu‘ was so employed, tlum eacli of tiu* thn.'e great 
public inediial service's lias liad one of its members hanged. 
Edward William Fiitchard, th** notorious Glasgow poisoner, had 
served in the Navy. He was l)orn in 1S25, t(»ok the diploma t>f 
M.K.('.S. in 18.^6, and entered the* Navy as Assistant Surgeon in the 
same v< ar. but resiginnl in 1S47. After trying practice in several 
other pku'es, he sidlled in Glasgow in i860. In Feb., 1863, he 
poisoned his wife and mother-in-law with antimony, was tried, 
condemned, and was executed at Glasgow on 28th July, 1865, 
this being the last public exexiition in that town. And in Dec., 
1887, a retired Surgeon-Major of the. A.M.D. was sentenced to 
death at Cork for poisoning his wife with arsenic, and subsequently 
executed. Full accounts of the whole case may be found in tlie 
Lancet and British Medical Journal of the time?. 

The Proceedings of the Court of Enquiry are contained in quite 
a different part of Ornic MSS. ; Ormc, Various, Vol. LXI, pp. 
123-30. Tliey are as follows : — 


** At a Court of Enquiry held by 
nopoly Deccin'^ y® 28, 1757 : 

“ Cap^ John Caillaud Preside 
Cap^ Joseph Smith. \ 

Lieu' Donald Campbell. I 
Lieu' John Clarke. j 

Lieu' John Halliard. J 


officers of the Garrison of Triclii- 


Lieu* Frederick Gurtlcr. 
Lieu' John Dickinson. 
Lieu' David Blake. 


• Alexander Boswell, a medical officer, mentioned also in Orme's History, 
Vol. II, Book X, p. 437, was for many years physician to the Nawab of the 
Kamatik. Retired 12th Feb., 1776. 

VOL. IL 


0 
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*' The Court proceeded to 3^ Examination of Jean Jacques Tivelin 
Centinel in Cap^ Caillaud's Company ; who was desired to Inform the 
court of what he knew with regard to a design (formed amongst french 
soldiers Entertained in honble Company's service) of endeavouring to 
surprise the Garrison, and to make themselves masters of y® Fort. Of 
which the aforesaid witness gave y® following Account. 

That on y® 26 Ins*, in y® morning the Prisonner I^ Forge commonly 
called y® Surgeon, Asked y® witness How long he had been in French 
Service, and how long Prisonner here ? The witness told him five j^ears in 
y® Service, Of wliich he Inul been four lYisonner. At that rate said y® 
Surgeon you must liavc a great deal of pa^^ due to yon from y® french. The 
witness answered 'I’lic French commonly pay off arrears with Blows. If 
you think so, said y*' Surgeon 1 see you are no Frenchman. The conversa- 
tion ended here & they Parted. 

“ Soon after wliicli he was met by one Chllalot Matross who asked him 
to breakfast at his house and lliere spoke to liim as follows. 'S'ou know we 
are a long time Pri.sonners together, I know 3^011 lor a gocKl and discreet 
man that will not belra.}^ his friend. We liavc^ a design to make a revolte 
in y® Garrison. The Witness asked liim how do you propose to do it. B3' 
the means of y® Frenchmen whom we have gain'd, who are to be divided into 
tliree bodies with their Chiefs, one to each Company w'ho are to Dispatch 
with their Bayonets, all they can meet, while the third body is to do y® 
same witli the Guard. The wdiole then, each man taking two l‘'irolocks, 
are to march to y^ release of y® I*risonners, and so wo Intend to get masters 
of the Place. The Witness then made many objections against y‘‘ Insuf- 
ficiency of their numbers to succeed In such an Enterprise. To w'hicli 
y' Prisonner Gillalot told him not to be concerned I'or that once it was 
begun they should be joined b}' many more. He afterwards l)eg he would 
keep this a Secret, & so the3^ parted. 

" The Witness upon this Imediatly went in .search of one of his Comarades 
Named Jean Boulard of Cap* Caillaud’s Company. And liaving found 
him related the whole of what Ciillalot had told liim ; and asked him his 
advice how to proceed to put n stop I'o such a liorrid design. Boulard 
told him he had best Imediatly acquaint y® Commanding Officer of it ; 
That he said lie intended doeing, but would chuse to liavc a witness 
with me. If you will serve as such. We will endeavour to find out 
Gilhilot, And I will make him repeat before you, what he hath just 
been telling me. 

" That they soon found the Prisonner wdiom they asked to drink with 
them ; but not finding any one to serve them at y® arrack dow’ii,* Tivelin 
y® witness told him to come a litle a further for he knew where to find some. 
That they” sloped on one of 3^ Bastions, and he said to liim. It does not 
signify drinking of a dram now, I want you to repeat here to me, before my 
Comarade, What you told me in y® Morning. I'hat on this lie observed the 
Prisonner turned pale and answered, I am not well enough yet Informed of 
y® affair but this night you shall know it all. That they afterwards walked 
on y® Witness. <& 3r® Prisonner, Boulard, behind. Wlien y® Witness asked 
him Is not 3^® Surgeon one of 3^ accomplices in y® affair, No said the Prisonner, 
on which they Parted. 

" Jean Boulard confirms the above evidence very circumstantially as 

• Down is probably pniswritten for godown. 
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far as he was concerned : Except he did not hear y® last question made by 
y*^ witness about y** Surgeon. 

** The Prisonner Gille Lalot Matross in Train of Artillery was brought 
before y® Court, and desired to relate before them what he knew of y^ affair. 
It is proper here to Inform you Sir That the night before After y*^ two 
Witnesses Tivelin & Boulard had informed the Commanding ofiicer of what 
they knew. Gillalot was sent for Prisonner ; and on having an ofler of 
pardon made him if he would confess wliat he knew of y** design, & those 
who were concerned in it he had confessed y** whole to Cap' Oiillaud. 

“ The Prisonner Gille I.-alot then Informed the Court that some days 
before Christmass The Surgeon La Forge had been Tampering with • in 
several conversations about deserting, To which he owns he consented. But 
that a little time after La Forge said to him You must not Go I have another 
Scheme in liand for you, which will be y*' making of your fortune, & several 
more. I have sounded the liearts of many of our I^eople lierc & find them 
resolute & well disposed for a revolt will you be one with me. To wliicli y*^ 
Deponent said he would. But asked him how he Intcncled to eih'ct it, 
& who he had gained. 

“ The Prisonner La Forge told lu'm that the means to effect it were easy. 
Tliat y' men wlio were should he (iividetl into three bodies. Two of 

which were to surju ise llie men in Barracks ; and the third for y‘‘ (iuard. 
That they wen to ilispatch every one they met with llieir Bayonets Draw 
out three jieices of Artillery which were to be disposed in y'* stre(‘ts and 
jnevent y’’ Ciarrisoii getting tog(rther, then to ])roceed to release 
IVisonners. Every man to lake two firelocks one for himself the other to 
arm y^‘ Prisonners with. Ihat tlieir reward should bo 10000 K"' each man. 

He them told him to go spcalv with one named Va de bon Ca?ur of Ca.|)t 1 

Constant Lamy & 'rivelin <S: La Treuchee. further said 1 have sounded these 
people I know their hearts you will find out tliat what I tidl you is truth. 
Upon tliis they parted and y'‘ IVisonner went First to Va de bon Creur. 
To whom he asked wliether lie was a goml PYenchinan ^ wliether hi? would 
lend a hand to some tiling that was to be done that \"a d<i bon CaMir 
answered yes why not. Then says he Come with me to y*’ Surgeon's I .a Forgo 
wlio w'ill explain it further. That lie was present at the Surgeon's and lieanl 
the wdiole conversation In which the Surgeon Kelated to Va de bon Coeur 
the same as he had told before to Cullalot about y^’ surprising of y** (Garrison 
& y*^ means lie projiosed doing it by ; as also y'' rcwanl & further said you 
may Also ex])ect to be made an officer by it Will you bo my Second in y'* 
affair jind how many men can you secure for us. Va eJe bon C’auir said he 
would try, that he believed he could answer for Ten, but that he would go 
speak to his Coinarades. 

" The Prisonner Gillalot finished this deposition with al.so Informing 

Court that the Surgeon la Forge had in confidence told him He had had a 
scheme of tlie kind for surpri.se of Fort St David while he was there. 
That he had wrote to Governor of Pondicherry alx>ut it desiring he would 
assist him in it with Twenty men who should come as deserters by whose 
means & y® others there He would engage to release Prisonners & make 
themselves masters of y® Town. & that his Comarade who came with him 
from Pondichery to Fort St David was also in y® Secret. 

* Word him apparently omitted. 

I Name left blank in original ; of Capt. So-and-so's Company. 



228 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


** Further informed jr* Court that he had spoke & comunicated y® 
Design to those other men Named Constant Lemy Trauc]ice & Tivelin 
to some in general terms only to others Particulars that some had 
consented & others given doubtful answers. 

" Va de bon CcEur w^as then Called into Court & asked of what he knew 
Concerning y® affair. He absolutely denied he knew' anything at all of it, 
or had ever been spoke to about such a Transaction by cither y® Surgeon or 
Oillalot. Upon which he was confronted with tlie latter who told liim I 
have confessed all you must do y‘‘ same. Hut he still persisted in knowing 
nothing about it at last offer being made him that if lie would Confess y® 
whole truth he might save himself He then Confessed before y*' Court the 
principal part as abo\'e related of y® Conversation with the Surgeon and of 
his goeing to speak wdth his Comarades about it. 

** His Comarades then were brought into Court by name La Trauchee 
I.e Prel Gero Kabot & Casamir who being asked the Question Ow’ncd that 
\"a de bon Cocur had proposed to them from y^‘ Surgeon J .a h'orge the Design 
of Surprising the (kirrison and that they were asked if lliey would be of it 
Hut tliat they had all refused. 

** The I’risoniier I. a Forge was tlu*n examined but denied the whole. 
He was confronted with the Witnesses and stood it out tlenying to their 
faces he had ever spoke with them. In short every method we made use 
ol to make him Conft\ss but he still per.si.slcd in y® denial. 

“ '.rile ('ourt on that first day of examination Confined tliemselves only 
to EiKiuire into y® Proofs «'igaiii.st the Prisoimer La Forge of his liaving had 
the design of endeavouring to surprise y‘“ Garrison and having also en- 
deavoured to .seduce many of the men of y® Ciarrison to assist him in it. 
'riie ('ourt then broke up. 

“ Jhit The fact having been proved on y® Prisonner la I'orge beyontl a 
doubt 'I'he Commanding officer tliought an 1 mediate e.vaniple absolutely 
necessary for the (»ood of y'- Service, to deter others from y® like practice, 
so that lie ordered the Prisonner La Forge as a sjiy and a Traitor to be 
executed, which was done according to y® usual forms in such Cases lliat 
vi'i y afternoon." 

Tlic next custi given, that of Snigeon Major Francis Balladon 
Thomas, is also noteworthy, on account of the rank of tlie accused, 
and of the nature of the cliarge. Dr. Thomas had held the post 
of Residenej' Surgeon, Lucknow, the most lucrative civil medical 
j)ost in the Company’s service, and at the time of his trial was 
Surgeon Major to the First Brigade, the highest military appoint- 
ment, with the single exception of that of Surgeon General, open 
to a medical officer. The case was one which, at the present day, 
would not be brought before a Court-martial, or any other Court, 
but would probably be dealt with departmentally, perhaps by 
removal of the accused from his appointment. Considering that 
Dr. Thomas was acquitted, though not entirely exonerated, on 
three out of the four charges against him, and partly also on the 
fourth, as the Court found that the word false could not be 
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established, one cannot help thinking that discharge from IheServici^ 
was a severe, punishment. Dismissal did not. at that dale, as it 
does now, involve forfeiture of pension, for no oflker liad a right 
to pension then. It would also be interesting to know what 
were the scandalous and highl}^ indecent terms Dr. Thomas used 
in drawing up his bill. This case is quoted at length in lh)ugli‘s 
Courtmartiah, pp. 734-36. 

** Minutes of Council, 26** January, 1785. 

Case 4. — Proceedings of a General Coiirt-martiid held in Fort. William, 
from llie 15^^' December, 1784, to the 15*^^ January, 1785. 

“ Crime. — M*" Francis Balladon Thomas, Surgeon- Major to the First 
Brigade, and late Surgeon to the Residency of Lucknow, ordered into 
arrest by the Commander-in-Chief, for the following charges exhibited 
against him by M*" J. Bristow, late Resident at Lucknow. 

“ ‘ I accuse M*' J^'. B. Tlioraas, Surgeon-Major to the First Brigade, and 
late Surgeon to the Residency of laicknow, of conduct and behaviour un- 
becoming of a Gentleman in having dinuanded from me |xiyment of a 
Bill for Medicines and personal attendance whilst 1 was Kesideut at 
Lucknow, in doing which he has acted unlike a Gentleman in the folK)wing 
particulars. 

* 1'*^ — Foi demanding from me payment for the said Bill, notwitlistand- 
ing his having been at the same time, in the receipt of allowances from the 
Company as Surgeon to the. Residency. 

“ * 2**^^. — Supposing M*" Thomas to have had a right to make some 
charge, he has behaved unlike a Gentleman in demanding exorbitantly in 
one or more instances in the Bill. 

‘ — He has acted unlike a Gentleman in drawing uj) or detailing the. 
said Bill in false, scandalous, and indecent terms, in st'vcral })rirlicukirs, witli 
an ^ipparent design and tendency to injure my character, and destroy the 
peace of my family. 

“ *4**. — Supposing his charge had been reasonable, and had been 
occasioned by the causes alleged in his Bill, lie has departed from the 
conduct of a (Gentleman in divulging and publishing those causes in breach 
of coiilidcncc, aiifl in violation of the sense of honour and Jirlelily, held 
sacred among (Gentlemen of his profession.' 

•' (A true copy). (Sd.) P. Murray, Adjutant-GcncraL (Sd.) [. Bi i.stow.” 

" Finding. Article VK — The proof of demanding payment of the Bill 
is before the Court, and although they are of opinion that act docs not 
subject Thomas to the charge of conduct and behaviour unbecoming the 
character of a Gentleman, yet they think it highly repreliensible in a Surgeon 
in the H. C.'s service to make any charge for Medic«-il attendance or medicine 
to a Company’s servant. 

“ Article 2 *^^. — The Court is of opinion the cliarges arc very exorbitant, 
but as there is no established rule for charge in the Medical Profession in 
this country, they acquit M*" Thomas of ungentlemanlike behaviour in 
this particular. 

** Article — The Court is of opinion the Bill is drawn up and detailed 

in language most scandalous, and highly indecent, and upon this part of 
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the charge, they do find the Prisoner M' F. B. Thomas to be guilty of 
conduct and behaviour unbecoming the character of a Gentleman. 

“ The charge of false with respect to Bristow’s disorder, does not 
appear to the Court to be established, but, in the case of the Bramin, said 
in the Bill to have been wounded by his people, it appears to them that this 
man was wounded by Sepoys without the knowledge or participation of 
AP Bristow. 

“ Article 4**. — The Court acquit F. B, Thomas of this part of the 

charge. 

" Sentence . — The Court having found F. B. Thomas guilty <Jf 
conduct and behaviour unbecoming the character of a Gentleman, in breach 
of the 2'“* Article of the 15"’ Section of the Articles of Vi'ar, do sentence 
him to be Discharged the Company's Service, and is hereby discharged 
accordingly. — (Signed) W. Duff, Lt.-CoL, President." 

Dr. Thomas appears to have nanainocl in India for some years 
after his di.sinissal. The C.G. of 15th Nov., 1787, contains an 
accotint of an action for illegal arrest brought by him against 
Mr. Bristow in the Calcutta Supreme Court, which awarded him 
damages to the extent of live thousand rupees. 

In 1787 a dispute took place between Anthony To(»mey, 
Surgeon to the Factory at Tellichcrri, and Major Nugent and 
Captain Bannatyne, of the 5th Battalion of Sipahis, stationed 
there, about the removal of sick men from the regimental barracks 
to the GencTal Hospital at Tellichcrri, of which Toomey was in 
charge. Toomey alleged that cases which reciuired treatment 
in the General Hospital were not sent to it. A somewhat 
acrimonious dispute followed. Finally Captain Bannatyne de- 
manded that Toomey should be tried by Court-martial for bringing 
a false charge against him. The Tellichcrri Council referred the 
matter for decisitm to Headquarters at Bombay. The decision 
given was that Toomey, as Surgeon to the Settlement, a civil 
appointment, was not amenable to military law, and so far was 
in his favour. As regards the original matter in dispute, the. 
decision was against him, the Bombay Council stating that the 
removal of sick sipahis to the General Hospital lay entirely in 
the discretion of the Commandant and the Surgeon of the Batta- 
lion. This is distinctly laid down in the Bombay G.O. of 13th 
Jan., 1785, to which reference is made ; the same G.O. appoints 
Messrs. Lloyd and Lawrence as Surgeons to the Sepoy Corps. 
The decision of the Council is given in their General Dept. Letter 
to Tellicherri, dated i8th March, 1787, as follows ; — * 

* Tellicherri Records, Vol. VII, 27th March, 1787, 
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" Captain Baniiatync must be acquainted tluit if he has .any complaints 
to make of Toomey, he should lay them before you, ,as we do not deem 
the Surgeon of the Settlement amenable to Military I,aw ; It must at the 
same time be signified to M'' Toomey that his province with respect to 
patients to be removed from the Battalion to the General Hospital, is 
pointed out in General Orders of the 13*** Janu.ary, 1785, conformably to 
which such sepoys whose cases .are chirurgical or otherwise very particular, 
will be put under his care at tiie discretion of the Commandant and the 
Battalion* Doctor. ’ ' 

Assistant Surgeons hjcully appointed in India, and nf>t yet 
confirmed by Court, were liablt; to dismissal witliout formal trial. 
Two such cases are recorded in the Madras MUy. Cons, of Oct. 
1791, John Jones and John Price, both while serving in tlie, 
second Maisur war. Jones had served in the Navy, as Surgeon’s 
Mate of H.M.S. Phccnix, and h.ad been left behind at Madras, 
where he was locally appointed a.s Assistant Surgeon on 12th Oct., 

1790. He was dismisst^d on i8th Oct., 1791, under orders from 
Lord Cornwallis and General Medows, for abducting a S(^rgeant’s 
wife. Price was appointed on 20th April, 1791, and dismissed (»n 
the. recommindatioii of General Medows, for neglect of duly and 
disresp<ad to his superior ollicer. Surgeon Pinl.iy Perguson, from 
qtli Oct. 1791. 

Departmental inquiries w<to not unknown in the e.ighteenth 
century. The conduct of A.ssistant Surgtam Thomas Marlin, 2nd 
Batt. Artillery, was the subject of a long inipiiry by the. ( alcutta 
Medical Board, embodied in their Proceedings of 2;jrd Oct., I78<). 
Th(’ Board found that his treatment of a patient, ('orjforal Ihmry 
Hugh, by injudicious bli'eding and omission to give Peruvian 
bark, was injudicious ; nanoved him from his appointment as 
Assistant Surgeon to the Artillery, and ordered him to attend 
the Presidency General Hospital as a pupil until further orders. 
Eight months later, on 21st July, 1790, he was posted to the 5th 
European Battalion. 

The Proceedings of the Ctdcutta Medical Board (»f 25th April, 

1791, contain a report e.xtracted from G.O. of 18th April, 
1791, of a Court-martial held at Port William on 26th March, 
1791, on Surgeon Thomas Phillips, of the 5th European Battalion, 
for assaulting Assistant Surgeon Tliomas Martin. Phillips was 
acquitted on this occasion, but was again tried by Court-martial, 
a month later, on 26th April, 1791, and sentenced to six months’ 
suspension, for having insulted the members of the Covurt at the 
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previous trial. The remarks of the Court in this case are given 
at some length by Hough, (p. 458). 

“ The Court determine that the paper read in open Court by M*^ P — 
(the prosecutor), is an insult of the grossest kind upon the i>roceedings of 
this Court, replete with misrepresentation, and a reflection on the dignity 
of Courts-martial, and that after the repeated reprimands M* P — has 
already received from the Court, and experiencing their lenity to so great 
a degree as he had done by several instances of his conduct being hitherto 
overlooked, they find themselves under the indispensable necessity of 
ordering him into arrest for his contumelious disrespectful conduct. 

" The Court are further of opinion that M*" P— 's delivering into the 
Court, the written paper which he called a protest, saying he had nothing 
now to offer in rr])Iy and retiring immediately, instead of making his reply 
as was expected, and for which leave was granted by the Court at his own 
request, is a serious aggravation of the oflencc that preceded it. and is a 
menace whicli seems intended by him to bias their judgment in passing 
sentence on JM'’ M — . Taking these matters, togotJicr with the intemperate 
and contcmj)tuous conduct of M*^. P — throughout the whole of this trial 
into their most serious and solemn contem]>lation, and feeling the necessity 
of discouraging in the most exemplary manner all sorts of intemj)erancc 
and contempt towards the only tribunal that exists for the preservation of 
<liscipline in the Army, they i)ronouncc AP P — , Surgeon of tJie 5''' 
European Ilattalion, guilty of a breach of the 13’^ Article of the u**' 
Section of the Articles of War. and they sentence him, and he is hereby 
sentenced to be suspended from his rank, pay, and allowances in the li. C.’s 
service for the term of six months.'* 

Mr. M is evidently the unfortunate Assistant Surgeon 

Thomas Martin. I le secans to have got off on the occasion referred 
to above ; but was cashicr('d two years later, by a Court-martial 
held at Barliampur on i6lh Feb., 1793, for cheating, by passing 
two separate sets of pay bills for one mrnith. 

A Mily. Letter from Fort St. Georgt*, dated 25lh Mil^^ 1792, 
states ill paras. 31, 32. 

“ Surgeon Elackadcr was sentenced by a Court-martial to be suspended 
from pay and batta for eight months for having neglected the wounded 
Europeans placed under his charge, but Lord Cornwallis, dissatisfied wdth 
the sentence, recommended, and in which we most readily agreed, that his 
suspension should be continued till Court’s jdcasurc should be known. 
1 le has since been permitted to resign, and is mentioned as a very unfit 
person to return to India in any capacity whatsoever.” 

On I4tl\ Feb., 1794, charges of neglect of duty were brought 
against William Raine, then junior Member of the Madras Medical 
Board, by Alexander Anderson, one of the Presidency Surgeons. 
Raine requested trial by Court-martial, on i8th Feb., and on 
2 1st Feb., was placed under arrest, pending his trial. He was 
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acquitted. Anderson was removed from his appointment as 
Presidency Surgeon by G.O. of 26th March, and was appointed 
to the 4th Battalion of European Infantrj', in the place of M. 
Thompson, suspended.* 

A Court of Inquiry held at Ellorc on 25th Doc., 1793, recom- 
mended that Surgeon Maxwell Thompson, of the 4th European 
Battalion, .should be. tried by Court-martial for ” gross neglect 
of duty and inattention to the sick of the hospital under his care.” 
The Court-martial found him guilty, and sentenced him to 
suspensit»n for six months. The Madras Medical Board, on i8lh 
I\Iarch, 1794, considered him unfit for the position he held, 
reported him to the Court of Directors, removed him from his 
corps, ;ind appcjinted Surgeon Alexander Anderson, himself in 
trouble', t<} the vacant post. The ]\Iadras Council orden^d that 
Thompson should not again be employed in any publi(' ra])acity 
till the pleasure of the. Court of Directors was known. The 
Court’s orders were to the effect that he should 1 h' suspended 
from pay and allowances for a further period of two years, in 
addition to the si.x months' suspension ordered by the Court- 
martial. f 

The case was reported in a Madras Mily. Letter, dated 25lh 
July, 1794, paras. 9-14. 

“ iVr Surgeon Thompson has been found guilty of liaving discharged 
several patients from the Hospital uncured, and of not having taken the 
nccessar>^ and proper stcjis that the sick under liis cliarge might not suffer 
by the failure of the contractor in the stipulated Supj^lies of Clothing and 
Linen ; for which he was sentenced to a suspension from Kank and IViy for 
six months, a punishment very inadequate to his misconduct. Had not 
the officer commanding the Army conlirmed the sentence, we should have 
dismissed him from the service. IJie matter submitted to tJie (tjuiI., 
whose attention is requested to the instances adduced by the Judge- 
Advocate of the very culpable and inhuman conduct of M*" 'fliompson, 
and to the circumstances of the dismission of Surgeon Blackadcr in 1792 
for neglect of the wounded Europeans under his charge. The jicnalty will 
be exacted of the Hospital Contractor for his failure in the stipulated 
Supplies of Clothing, etc.*' 

• No. 333 of 14th Fill. 1794, Mily. Cons., Vol. CLXXXIH, pp. 

764-768. M.P.L., No. 380 of i8th Feb. 1794, Ibid., pp. 796-834. M.P.L., 

No. 424 of 2ist Feb. 1794, Mily. G. O., Vol, X, p. 81. M.P.L., No. 715 of 26th 

March, 1794, Mily. G. O., Vol. X, p. 100. 

t M.P.L., No. 5094 of 26th Dec. 1793. Mily. Misccll., Vol. XXXIX, pf). 
428-431 ; No. 627 of i8th March, 1794 ; Mily. Cons., Vol. CLXXXIV, pp. 
1131-1218 ; No. 1170 (144) of I5th-3ist July. 1795. Mily. Miscall., Vol. XLVH, 
pp. 93-190 ; No. 1411 of 4th Sept. 1795 I Mily. Cons., Vol. CXCVII, pp. 2724- 
2786. 
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Surgeon William Betty, of Madras, was cashiered by Court- 
martial on 6th Oct., 1803, after having killed in a duel Lieut. - 
Colonel Robert Hamilton, of the Bengal Army, at Amboyna in 
Java, on 7th Sept., 1802. This was a somewhat exceptional 
instance, such cases usually being handed over for trial to the 
Supreme Court. Possibly the reason for Betty’s trial by Court- 
martial was, that Ambo3'na was not within the jurisdiction of 
any of the Indian Courts. Betty was restored to the Service from 
7th March, 1805, bv' orders c<mveycd in a Letter from Court, 
dated 18th April, 1805, published in the Madras Gazette of 4th 
Sept., 1805, and quoted in the Asiatic Animal Register for 1806, 
Part I, Chronicle, p. 71. 

14. ** Wc have a^^reed to rc.store to the service M*' William 

Betty, a Surgeon on your Establishment, who was dismissed by the sentence 
of a Court-mar Lial, and the General Court have concurred in this our 
resolution. 

Para. 15. “ VVe have been influenced in our decision upon M*" Betty’s 

case, by tlic peculiar circumstances of his long arrest previous to his trial, 
and of his having been acquitted of all the charges brought against him, 
cxcej)t that of breaking his arrest, in which he appears to have acted more 
from an error in judgment tJian intentional disobedience, and likewise by 
the very strong and unanimous recommendation of the Court-martial in 
liis favour.’* 

From the above order it appears that Betty must have been 
acquitted of the more S(*.rious charg(‘, and convicted only of a 
more or less technical offence, Ih'esumably Hamilton was the 
challenger and the aggressor. 

Assistant Surgeon David Reid, (»f Madras, was cashiered on nth 
Sept. , 1 813, for sending a challenge to his Commanding Officer. He 
was reinstated from 12th May, 1815. by G.O. of 29th July. 1816. 

Assistant Surgeon Thomas Compton, of the Bengal 4th 
Volunteer Battalion, then serving in Java, was cashiered on 21st 
Dec., 1816, for insubordination and drunkenness; the sentence 
was, however, remitted by the Commander-in-Chief . This case, as 
extracted below, is included in Hough's Court-martials, p. 208, 
wffiere, however, only the initial letter is given. 

Asst. Surgeon C , 4^*^ Volunteer Battalion, placed in arrest on the 

following charges : — 

'* — For scandalous conduct at Sourabaya, on the ist August, 1816, 
in having gone to a public billiard room in a state of intoxication, and 
having there in a violent manner wantonly and grossly insulted Captain 
Drury. 
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•' — For contempt of authority on the same occasion in refusing to 
obey the order of his superior officer, Lieut. Dwyer, who had ticsired that 
he would consider himself under arrest to his home. 

“ 3 '*^. — For conduct unbecoming an Officer and a Oentlcman on the 
abovementioned date, and for c<mtempt of authority in grossly abusing, 
threatening, and resisting Lieut, and Aiijutant Christie, when communi- 
cating to him the orders of his Commanding Officer. 

“ Finding. — Guilty. 

Sentence . — To be cashiered. 

'' The Court at the same time beg strongly to recommend him to the 
mercy of 11. E. the Commander-in-Chief. 

** Approved and signed. — Moira.'* 

" The Commandcr-in-Chiof agrees fully iu the coiisitltM’atioiis (apparent 
in the proceedings) which have induced the Court to intcre.ede for lenity 
in thiii casci, the sentence is accordingly remitted ; but, as it would be 
unsafe that lios])ital patients should be left to tlie treatment of a person 
subject to sudden aberrations of mind, the Commander-in -Chief will 
make an aj)plication to the Governor General in Council, for i)uttiiig 

Mr. C 01 : the pension list. — liy Command, (Signed) C. J. Doyle, 

Mihiary Secretary .' ’ 

In 1817, Assistant Surgeon CburU^s Pears, of Bengal, was tried 
by Court-martial, with tlie folhnving somewhat curious result. 
This rase, also is taken from Hough’s Courl-martiah, p. 534. The 
first charge, on which the' accused was acquillcd, is not quoted. 
The second charge was one of having insulted Assistant Surgeon 
Luxmoore, Dtqjuly Apotlu^cary General, and it is in the verdict 
that the interest of tlie east' lies. 

Finding . — Xot guilty of the first charge!. 'J'he Court ]^roceeds to 
consider the second chiu‘ge, but there bring an eciuaJity of votes on tlic 
whole or partial guilt of the 1 Prisoner, and the same eipiality in the c|uant;um 
of punislimcnt to be assigned, and the Judge Advocate-General having 
declared his opinion that a majority of voice.s must concur to ])ronounce 
judgment, the Court arrest their proceedings and adjourn until the further 
pleasure of the Most Noble the Commander-in-Chief be obtained. 

Under the circumstance of the parity of votes the Commandcr-in- 
Chief is to consider the opinion of the Court as an acquittal and confirms 
it as siich. (Signed) Hastings." 

Another trial given by Hough (p. 532) is that of Surgeon 
Thomas Hart Davies, of Madras, in 1819, accused by John 
Douglas, acting Member of the Medical Board, of “ scandalous 
and infamous conduct unbecoming the character of an officer 
and a gentleman.*' The Court found the prisoner not guilty, 
and do most fully and most honourably acquit him of the charge." 
The Commander-in-Chief of the Madras Army, Lieut.-General 
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Sir Thomas Hislop, confirming this verdict, made some rather 
strong remarks to the effect that the charge sh(nild not have been 
brought. Davies himself rose to be senior Member of the Medical 
Board some fourteen years later, in 1833. 

It is quite unnecessary to recapitulate most of the cases of 
trial by Court-martial of medical officers, whatever the. result. 
Only a comparative few are given, in which some point in the 
charge, verdict, or sentence appears to be worthy of note. 

On 17th Aug., 1825, Assistant Surgeon J. A. D. Watsem, Bengal, 
was tried by Court-martial for unnecessarily reporting himself 
sick, found guilty, and sentenced to be reprimanded by the 
Commander-in-Chief, who remitted the sentence, as being beyond 
the powers of the Court. 

On 27th April, 1829, Assistant Surgeon John Ladd, Madras, 
was sentenced by a Court-martial at Bidlary to be cashiered for 
signing false muster rolls. The sentence was remitted by the 
Commander - in - Chief on the ground that the Colonel and 
Adjutant had done the same, and that the signature's had been 
affixed as a matter of form, without intent to defraud. At 
the same time a strong warning was given that such practices 
must cease. 

On 4th Nov., 1830, Assistant Surgeon William Jacob, Bengal, 
was tried by Court-martial for demanding fees fc^r professional 
attendance from Lieut. -Colonel Dun, of the 35th B.I., found 
guilty, and sentenced to suspension for throe months. 

On 23rd April, 1832, Surgeem C. M. Macleod, Bcmgal, was 
tried by Court-martial for absence without leave, and acquitted 
on the ground of aberration of intelh'ct, being inwdided from the 
dat«^ of his trial. 

Bengal G.O. of 15th July, 1834, directs the removal from their 
appointments of Surgeon Wood, of the 4th, and Assistant Surgeon 
William Jacob, of the 5th Batt. Artillery, for addressing to the 
Medical Board, in insubordinate terms, complaints, which were 
deemed frivolous, about the medicines and instruments supplied 
to them. This case seems to have been dealt with by Government 
without formal trial. Jacob was the same officer who had been 
suspended for three months in 1830. 

Bengal G.O. of 26th Feb., 1839, publishes the results of a Court- 
martial held at Dinapur, in which an Assistant Surgeon, holding 
the posts of Civil Surgeon and Postmaster of Hazaribagh, was 
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discharged the service for habitual drunkenness and embezzle- 
ment as Postmaster. 

Assistant Surgeon A. R. Morton, Bombay, was tried by Court- 
martial at Tatta in Sind, on 7th Jan., 1839, for drunkenness, 
found guilty, and sentenced to lose eight steps. The Commander- 
in-Chief refused to C(mfirm the sentence as inudeqiiate to tlu; 
offence > the result being that the accused was released from 
arrtist and sent back to duty. It seems curious that the effect 
of ordering an inadequate punishment should have been the 
infliction of no punishment at all. The same result had followed 
the trial of Assistant Surgeon J. A. D. Watson mentioned above. 

Bombay G.O. of 26th Aug., 1839, publishes the result of a 
Court-martial held at Kharrak in the Persian Gulf, on Assistant 
Surgeon W. K. Williams, Bombay, serving in the Indian Nav}', 
for striking his superior officer on 8lh Nov., 1838. He w'as fiuind 
guilty, and sentenced tii be dismissed. 

Another Bombay Assistant Surgeon, William Jeaffreson, was 
dismissed by Court-martial 011 21st Sept., 1832, for 1hi‘ same 
off*-nce, striking liis supt'rior officer . 

Bombay G.O. of 25th Nov., iS^o, publishes the r«*sult of a 
Court-martial on another Bombay Assistant Surgeon, serving in the 
Indian Navy, for indecent conduct. The accused fortunately 
was acquitted. 

In Haidarabad G.O. of 8th Sept., 1840, is published a Court- 
martial on Surgeon Riddell, of the 5th Nizam’s Infantry, for 
refusal to obey orders. The accused was found guilty, but 
got off with a reprimand. There must have been, presumably, 
considerable extenuating circumstances, 

Bengal G.O. of 14th Sept., 1841, publishes the result of a Court- 
martial, held at Delhi on Sept. 1st, 1841, on Assistant Surgeon 
A. Mackean, of the 22nd B.I. and Officiating As.sistant Garrison 
Surgeon, for neglect of duly, in not visiting a patient, seriously 
ill, between the 6th and 12th July. The accused was found 
guilty, and reduced twelve places in the list. 

Bengal G.O. of 20th Jan., 1843, gives the result of a Court- 
martial held on Assistant Surgeon H. N. Nugent, accused of neglect 
of duty in having left the transport on which he was ordered to 
embark for China. Accused was found in Calcutta some time 
after the transport had sailed. He was found guilty, and .sen- 
tenced to suspension from rank and pay for six months. The 
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sentence appears a light one, for what might have been called 
desertion when ordered on active service. 

In 1850 Surgeon Donald Butter, Civil Surgeon of Benares, 
was Court-martialled along with Captain C. G. Fagan, for fraud, 
in their capacity as Directors of the Benares Bank. Both \wYe 
found guilty, and sentenced to be cashiered. Tlie Friend of India, 
in its issue of 3()th May, 1850, reporting this case, protests against 
the severity of the sentence, pointing out that tlie two accnst*d 
were no worse than the other Directors, who, not l)eing military 
officers, were not subject to trial by Court-martial ; while all of 
them had been guilty of error of judgment, rather than of fraud. 
Butter was reinstated from Sth D(‘c., 1852, by (i.O. No. 140 of 
i6th Feb., 1853, lx‘ram<* S.S. on 31st !)(*(;., 1854, and retired on 
23rd April, 1S59. Fagan was also reinstated. 

In the Lam'd of 12th Feb., 3853, is contained a 1(4)1 )rt of a 
Court-martial on Assistant Surgeon J. E. Umphtdbyof Bengal, held 
at Fort William on 2nd Oct., 1852. The charge is dec idedly 
curious, and it is f()rtunate for the reputation of tht‘Servif‘e tliat 
the accused was ai'quilted. 

** Charge . — For conduc t disgraceful to llu' character of an Oiiicc'r and a 
Gentleman, in having, at Calcutta, on July 183^, subjcclc'd J>iinscdi' to 
llu^ indignity of being publicly kicked by M* A. Pciinelatlier, a clerk in 
the oflice of the Adminisirator-General, williout ado])ting any siifhcient 
measures, either immediately or fur three days, to c^btidn ri*])ar:dion lor 
.such insult. 

“ Finding . — Not guilty and honourably acquitic'd. 

“ A])i)roved and conlirmed. — (Signed) \V. M. ('.omm, (ititncil. Cow- 
mander-in-Chief, East Indies, 

“Simla: October i^th, 3S52. 

*' The Commander-in-ChicT is glad that lie is able fully to ay)prove and 
confirm tlie honourable acquittal of Asst, -Surgeon Ibuplielby of the dis- 
graceful imputation brought against him, and His Excellency trusts that 
the painful i^osition in which this officer has been placed will be a lesson 
to him to be more careful in future in the choice of his associates, and more 
guarded in his language and behaviour." 

Five 3’ears later, however, on 23rd April, 185G, Umphelby 
was discharged by Court-martial. 

The Lapeet of 14th Sept., 1861, gives the result of a Court- 
martial held on Assistant Surgeon H. P. Lawrence, Bombay, who 
was convicted and sentenced to be cashiered for having given a 
cheque, to meet which his balance was insufficient. The sentence 
was remitted by the Coinmander-in-Chief, who considered that 
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the ofience was simply technical, and that the accused had reason 
to suppose, when he gave the cheque, that the funds to his credit 
were sufficient to meet it. 

Cases in which an officer was charged with miirder by killing 
another man in a duel, were usually sent for trial by the Supreme 
Courts, not tried by Court-martial, though Betty’s ease quoted 
above was. an exception. 

Tlie earliest instance of this kind in the I.M.S. seems to be the 
case of James Ford, in 1777, papers about which are preserved 
in tlie Calcutta Record Office. A letter, dated 4th June, 1777, 
from Captain \V. Crabb, commanding at Monghir, r(qH)rts that 
Surgeon Ford had shot Lieut. Thomas Sydney Smith in a duel. 
Ford was sent down to Calcutta ft)r trial bj' the Supreme Court. 
On 5th Dec., 1777, RobiTt Jarrett, the Company's attorney, was 
ordered to conduct the prosecution. On 27th Dec., Jarrett 
reported that Ford had b('cn honourably acquitted.* * * § 

Surgeon John Martin, of the Madras Medical Service', was tried 
for murder in 1787, and acejuitted. Martin was a I'n'iichman, 
who laid l.ieen in the service of Haidar Ali, and had di'serte'd to the 
English in D<’c., 17O7. The circumstance's under w'hich he came 
over are given below. | In Aug., 1786, he w'as placed undtT 
arrest on suspicion of complicity in a murder at Bimlipatam, and 
in March, 1787 was sent from Viz.agapatam to Madras for trial. J 
In the C.G. of 23rd Aug., 3787, it is stated, that he had been 
tried at the Madras Quarter Sessions and acquitted. In Oct. he 
was r(;stored to the servic.<!, and appoint(?d Surgeon to th<^ Fon;ign 
regiment. § In a memorial dated Bimlipatam, ist Jan., 1795, 
which he submitted to the Madras Government, and which is 
contained in the Madras Cons, of 20th Feb., 1795, || he stales 
that he entered the Company’s service frt)m that of Haidar 
Ali, bringing with him all Haidar’s European Cavalry, as will be 
showTi by the records of 1767-68, and w'as appointed full Surgeon 
at once. A copy of the order appointing him Surgeon froni 

• C.P.L., 4th, 19th, and 20th June, 1777. pp. 2H2, 288, 295 ; and 5th, 7th. 
and 27th Dec. 1777, pp. 346, 347, 360; O.C., 8th Jan., 1778, No. 2f>. 

t Though always called Johyj Martin in the records, his real name, as a French- 
man, was Jean Martin, and so he signs him.sclf. For Martin and other French- 
men in the Service, see Chap. XXII, Appointment to the Service, Examinations. 

I M.P.L., No. 1652 of 9th Aug., 1786 ; Vizag. Cons., Vol. IX. p. 182- 

§ M.P.L., No. 1961 of 31st Oct., 1787 : Vizag. Cons., Vol. X, pp. 306-320, 

I! The original memorial must have been in French, as that in the Cons, 
is certified by the rrcnch translator to be a correct translation. 
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1st Dec., 1767, is appended. He goes on to state he saw much 
service in the field, and was stationed in cantonments at Chicacole, 
Vizagapatam, Ganjam, and Aska ; that in 1776, when war with 
France was declared, he was ordered to reside at Bimlipatam, and 
lliat after the peace he was passed over and forgotten. A copy 
is appended of an order, dated 29th Aug., 1776, directing him to 
leave Aska and to r«“side at Bimlipatam during the war with 
France ; this order slates that no reflection on his character is 
intended, and that he will draw full pay from Vizagapatam 
factory. 

As regards the murder, he states that in 1784 he was assaulted 
and robbed by t)ne (jf his peons, iind that this peon was himself 
murdered fivi; days later, probably by one of his accomplices in 
the division of the spoil ; that he was accused of this murder, 
kcjit a prisoner for over a year, was then acquitted by the Court 
at Madras, and sent back to duty. He goes t>n to complain that 
his pay had since been stopped, owing to his son’s having engaged 
in tlu^ slave trallic, which was not then prohibited. No answer 
to nor orders on tins petition seem to have been recorded. 

A letter from the Fort St. George Govt, dated 2q1h Sept., 
1767, to Colonel Joseph Smith, who was in command of their 
army in the first Maisur war against Haidar Ali, mentions that 
the Government had hopes of inducing many, if not all, of Haidar’s 
European oflicers to desert to the English. Among these officers 
was Dr. Martin. 

" A Frenchman by name Lc Chevalier «le St. Lubin wlio had been 
detained as a prisoner and ill treated by Hyder Ally, having found means 
to make his escape with Captain McKain, seems full of Resentment at his 
ill Treatment, and has communicated to Us a Project for withdrawing from 
1 iyder Ally, all his European Horse and Foot Topasscs, and Mogul Cavalry ; 
this Ih’oject is to be conducted by one Martin, formerly in our Service at 
Madura, now Doctor with and much in the Confidence of Hyder Ally, and 
one Eley Commandant of the Portuguese and Topasscs. He is an officer 
belonging to Goa, but detained against his Will to serve Hyder .Ally, conse- 
quently is much dis.satisfied, as are, we understand, all his Troops.” * 

Colonel Smith, immediately after the relief of Ambur, on 8th 
Dec., 1767, drove Haidar Ali from his position in front of the Fort 
at Vaniambadi. On this occasion the troop of French Horse serving 
Haidar tmder Captain Aumont, deserted to the English. Smith 

• Of me MSS., Various, VoL LXXVI, p. 145. 



COURTS-MARTIAL 


2.|I 

reported his action, and the desertion of the French, to Fort St. 
George, in a letter, dated Camp Vaniambadi, gth Dec., 1767, and 
gave Martin’s name among those of the officers who had come 
over.* 

A letter from Charles Bouchicr, Governor of Madras, to 
Colonel Smith, dated 23rd Dec., 1767, informs him that Martin 
had been admitted to the Company's Medical Service. 

" This will be deliver'd to you by Mons. Martin who we have enter- 
tained as a Siirjeon upon our Establishment and he is to be appointed to ilo 
duty with the Corps of foreigners as soon as tliey are formed • • • • bets 
to receive Pay and Batta the same as our ot her Surgeons.” f 

In the C.G. of 19th Jan., 1815, is reported the trial in tlie 
Supreme Court, on 13th Jan., of Assistant Surgeon Walter Key, of 
Bombay, medical officer of the Comjtany’s Cruizer Malahir, for 
the murder of Lieut. Passmore, of the sanu' vessel, by killing him 
in a duel, on the island of Bouro, one of the* Moluccas, on 22iid Feb., 
l8i.|. Lieut. Edward Searight, who was first Lieut(‘naut of the 
Malabar at the date of the duel, but had .succeeded to the command 
by the time of the trial, was also indicted, having been Passmore's 
second. Lieut. Irwin, wlio seconde.d Key, does not seem to have 
been put on trial. The evidence, consisted chiefly of the statement 
of Lieut. Searight, which was to the effect that Passmore had been 
the aggressor. The jury aerjuitted both prisoners. Key, who 
was stated to be very ill at the time of the trial, died a few days 
later, on 22nd Jan., 1815. 

Assistant Surgeon John Porter Malcolmson, Bombay, was 
indicted in the Bombay Supreme Court, on 25th Sept., 1S35, before 
the Chief Justice, Sir Herbert Compton, and Sir John Awdiy, 
Puisne Judge, for the murder of Captain Ale.xancler Urquhart, at 
Poona, on i8th July, by shooting him in a duel. Mrs. Malcolmsmi 
appears to have been the cause of the duel. Malcolmson was 
wounded in the hand, got tetanus, and recovered. The two 
seconds. Major Foster Stalker and Lieut. James McDonnell, and 
Assistant Surgeon James Don, were also put on trial. The; 
prisoners offered no defence. When Awdry began to d(;liver the 
charge to the jury, the foreman stated that the jury had made up 
their minds to acquit all the prisoners. In accepting this verdict, 

• Orme MSS,, Various, Vol. LXXVIII, pp. 59, 60. 
t Ibid. Vol. LXXVl. pp. 244, 245. 
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Sir John Awdry remarked that Don, who had not been present at 
the duel, but had been summoned after it was over, should never 
have been put on his trial, Don rose to be a Member of the 
Bombay Medical Board twenty years later, on 26th Jan., 1855.* 

No case appears to be on record in which any member of the 
I.M.S. has been brought for trial before a Court-martial for 
cowardice. And the throe cases quoted above, seem 'to be the 
only ones in which a member of the Service has been cashiertd 
for fraud. 

Only one case of heinous ci\al crime committed by an officer of 
the I.M.S. appears in the records. On iQth June, 1821, a Madras 
Surgeon of over twenty years’ service was sentenced to transporta- 
tion for fourteen years for forgery. He died in New South Wales 
before the end of the year.f 

Madras G.O. of 23rd Oct., 1840, notifies that an Assistant 
Apothecary of the Madras Service had been sentenced to death 
for the murder of another Warrant Officer of the same rank. The 
Commander-in-Chief commuted the sentence, on account of 
extenuating circumstances, to penal servitude, for life. 

It is curious that these two last cases, Blackwall’s treason, 
Brown’s case of poisoning, J Martin’s trial for murder, and the 
execution of La Forge, all occurred in Madras. 

* This case is reported at considerable length in the Asiatic Jourtial for April, 
183b, Asiatic Intelligence, p. 20S. 

I This case is also reported in the Asiatic Journal for Jan. to June, 1822, 
p. 491 : and that of the Assistant. Apothecary in the same journal for March, 
1841, p. 235. 

t For Blackwall and Brown see Chap. VIT, jrarly History, Madras and the 
C oast. 



CHAPTER XXXV 

THE FIRST HALF OF THE NINETEENTH CENTi:RY 

“ Jaldi sab lal hojaef*a." 

Kan JIT Sink. 

This period, especially if we take it not as the exact term of fifty 
years, but include in it the fifty-six j’ears before the Mutiny, was 
one of expansion and consolidation of tht‘ British power in India. 
One after another, j^reat part of the Madras and Bombay Presi- 
dencies, the Upper Dual), Rohilkand, Arakan and Tonasserim, the 
Panjab. Nagpur, and Oudh, became red/' Some of the most 
important Indian slates, Maisur, Gwalior, and Indore, passed from 
the condition of dangerous rivals into that of protected allies. 

Apart from war and annexation, the most important events of 
this period were tlie succ:(‘ssivt' extensions of the Company's 
charter. Renewed for tventy y^ears in 1793, considerable opposi- 
tion was made to its furtlier renewal in 1813. Though passed, 
the new charter abolished the Company's monopoly of Indian 
trade, which was thrown open to all British subjects. When the 
charter was again renewed in 1833, the China trade followed, and 
the Company ceased to exist as a trading corporation, remaining 
a governing power. In the appendix to the C.G. of 25th July, 
1834, is printed an order of 4th July, 1834, republishing Act 3 
and 4 of William IV. 

By cap. I the Company’s trade was abolished, while it was 
confirmed in all its possessions, which it was to administer on 
behalf of the Crown, except St. Helena, which was handed over to 
the British Government- In 1853 the charter w'as again renewed ; 
not, as on former occasions, for a fixed period of twenty years, 
but indefinitely. Five years more, and the rule of John Company 
came to an end. 

All matters of importance, concerning the I.M.S. as a Service, 
which occurred during this period, have been included in the 
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preceding chapters on Rank, Pay, Furlough, Pension, etc. In 
this chapter are comprised various miscellaneous items, which 
cannot well be brought under any of the previous headings. 

A Political Letter from Madras, dated 20th Sept., 1816, in 
para. 17, reports an application from Assistant Surgeon Hunter for 
extra allowances for attendance on the Raja, the Raja Tondiman, 
and the missionary establishment at Tanjore. The Madras 
Government granted him fifteen pagodas a month and palki 
allowance for attendance on the missionaries, and ordered that 
for his attendance on the Raja he might accept any remuneration 
offered, but must not demand any fees. 

Three autobiographical works by officers of the I.M.S. deal 
w'ith this period. All three are anonymous. The first in point 
of date of commencement of the author’s service, though not the 
earliest published, is called The Autobiography of an Indian Army 
Surgeon, or Leaves turned doxon from a Journal ; published by 
Richard Bentley, London, in 1854. The author calls himself 
Wilmington Walford, evidently an assumed name. The internal 
evidence is not sufficient for identification, especially as he states 
that .several of the incidents in the book, his trial by Court-martial, 
and his voyage, to China on an opium smuggling clipper, are 
taken from the career of another officer, not from his own. The 
book is dull, but is of some interest to a member of the. I.M.S. as 
a picture of the conditions of medical service in Bengal sixty to 
ninety years ago. The author says that he went in for medicine 
with the intention of entering the I.M.S., and studied at Edinburgh 
as a pupil of a retired arm}' surgeon, who had served in India at 
the capture of Seringapatam, and in the Peninsula at Salamanca 
and Badajoz. He joined the Bengal Medical Service about 1820, 
paying £110 for his passage out, but got back half that amount 
to act as Surgeon of the ship on the voyage. He spent his whole 
.ser\'ice in military employ, served in the first Burmese war and 
in the Panjab w'ar, being present at Chilianw'ala, but not in the 
first Afghan war nor in the Sutlej campaign, and retired shortly 
before the Mutiny. He seems to have been satisfied with his lot, 
as he calls the I.M.S. (p. 41) “ the most liberal public service ” and 
“ a most generous serrice.” 

By far the most interesting of these three works is The Diary 
of an Assistant Surgeon. This has never been published in book 
form ; it appeared in the Asiatic Journal in sixteen parts, from . 
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1841 to 1843. The internal evidence is not surticient to identify the 
atithor. He joined the Madras Medical Service in 1828 or 1829, 
and served successivelj'^ with the Horse Artillery at St. Thomas’ 
Monnt, with the 46th Foot at Bellary, with “ C.xsar’s Legion,” 
presumably the loth M.N.I., at Arni and Vellore, for a short 
time as Civil Surgeon of Chittur, and with another N.I. regiment 
at Trichipopoly and Quilon. From Quilon he wvnt by sea to 
Madras, round Ceylon, a voyage which was expecti'd to last eight 
days, blit actually took only five, costing him Rs.250. I'rom 
Madras he went homo, on sick leave, on the Lord Amherst, paying 
£150 for a cabin to himself. S.S. Sir Thomas Sevestre was a 
fello\v-passcng(;r. He resigned th(^ Service on the expiration of 
his furlough. 

Much of this Diary is very interesting. Like the author of 
the first book, the writer seems to have been satisfied with his lot. 
He says that the pay of junior ollicers is insufficient, but that of 
those in medical charge of a regiment is ample. Ih' gives a table 
of expenses, and reckons those necessary at Ks.171 a month ; viz.. 
Servants 59, house-rent 17, nu-ss-bill 65, other necessariiis Rs.30, 
total RS.T71 ; and states that , out (d his pay of Rs.300, an Assistant 
Surgeon, if unmarried, should be able to save Rs.iooo a year. 
The servants’ wages arc given as follows : Mtinshi 17, headboy 8, 
dressing boy 5, horsekeeper 7, grasscutter 5, washerman 7, iron- 
man 5, waterwoman 3, chokra 2 ; total Rs.59. Surely the largest 
item, the mtinshi, would not be a jKtrmanimt servant, but only 
employed for a year or so. No khidmatgar appears in the list, 
perhaps the headboy did this work ; and no sw'eeper is included. 
Vhat is an “ ironman ? ” If washerman and ironman together 
do the work of the dhobi, the cost of washing seems very high, 
for a bachelor, eighty years ago. The cost of stable servants is 
also nearly as high as in Northern India at the present day. The 
other items strike one as low. 

As regards the rate of mortality he states that As.sistant 
Surgeons are more, not less, exposed to risks than other officers, 
but on the other hand have the advantage of going out • older 
and more experienced than Cadets and Writers, and continues — 

" In the year 1830, the number of Assistant Surgeons on the Madras 
Establishment amounted to 147 ; of this number, in 1840, will be found on 
the list of the Medical Department the names of 83 of the same individuals ; 
leaving 64 casualties, or about 6J per annum. But of these 64, fourteen 
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retired on the pension list ; supposing therefore, that the whole remaining 
fifty died in India, it will show an amount of deaths at five per annum, or 
on 147 persons barely three per cent." 

When he says " barely three per cent.” he overlooks the fact 
that a mortality of three per cent, for young adult males, all passed 
as in good health to begin with, is a very high mortality. 

The author gives a short account of two cholera epidemics ; 
in the first thirty-three men and two officers were attacked in 
seven days, and just one half, sixteen men and one officer, died. 
In the second, on the march from Trichmopoly to Quilon, in 31 
days, 93 cases occuned among sipahis, and 170 among camp 
followers. The deaths were, one officer, one officer’s child, two 
native officers, the head doctor bahu, and thirty privates, besides 
camp followers. The epidemic ceased immediately the regiment 
crossed tlic Travancore frontier. 

Among miscellaneous matters mentioned, the author prefers 
Madras to the upcountry stations, and calls Bellary a very un- 
pleasant station. He says that the duties with a King’s regiment 
are heavier than in the N.I. ; with the. former a sick list of fifty 
is moderate, with the latter twenty form a high sick list. The 
other officers he found mostly very good fellow's. He says that 
the medical olficor is recognized as a mounted staff officer. The 
mess dined at 3.30 p.m. He gives some fair stories of tiger shooting 
and of duelling ; the latter he considers a necessary evil. He also 
mentions a conjuring performance, in which he saw' a native 
conjurer sitting in the air some feet off the ground, as far as he 
could see without any support. The conjuror died soon afterw'ards 
of cholera at Cuddapa. When stationed at Vellore, he tells the 
story of the Mutiny at that station, in 1806. 

The third book is called Stray Leaves from the Diary of an 
Indian Officer, and w'as published by Whitfield Green and Son, 
London, in 1865. The author calls himself Mr. Carlisle. His 
real name was Robert Bakewell Cumberland. He joined the 
I.M.S. as Assistant Surgeon in Bengal on 16th April, 1828, became 
Surgeon on ist Feb., 1845, retired on 20th Jan., 1854, and died at 
Crediton on 17th Dec., 1876. Unlike the other tw'o, he spent 
much of his service in civil employment. Landing at Calcutta in 
Sept., 1828, he served with regiments at Cawnpore, Mainpuri, and 
Sugar, and went home sick in 1830. On his return in 1832 he was 
posted to Balasore, then to regiments at Cuttack and Midnapur, 
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and in 1836 became Civil Assistant Surgeon of Puri. There he spent 
nine years. His descriptions of Puri, and of a visit to Sainbalpur, 
are the most interesting part of the book. In Jan., 1846, he went 
on sick leave to Australia, and married there. On his return to 
India he went back to military duty, and was posted to a N.L 
regiment at Dakka. He states that this regiment suffered from 
fever at Dakka to such an extent that on one occasion, out of a 
strength of between 800 and 900, only one man was lit for duty. 
The regiment was ordered to the Panjab in 1848, in the Army of 
Reserve, but was found too sickly for active service, so was halted 
at Allahabad and then sent to Etawa. The number of this 
regiment is not given, but it was the 62nd N.I., originally raised 
at Cawnpur in 1818. It mutinied at Multan in 1858. On retire- 
ment Cumberland went to Australia, and settled there ; but after 
six years in the Colonics returned to England. 

In 1835 Surgeon Ranald Martin suggested to the Medical 
Board that officers of the I.M.S. should be called upon to compile 
medico-topographical reports of their stations. The Board at 
first threw cold water on the scheme, whereupon Martin laid his 
suggestion before Government, w’hich approved ; and the Board 
then called for such reports. A number were compiled and sub- 
mitted, and several were published during the next few years. 
The best known are Martin’s own report upon Calcutta, published 
in 1837, wdth a second edition in 1839, and Taylor’s Dakka, 1840. 
Other reports published under this schcane are — 

Butter, D. ; Ouclh and Sultanpur, 18.59. 

Dollarcl, W. ; Kumaon, 1840. 

Irvine, R. H. ; Ajmir, 1841. 

Jacob, W. ; Jessore, 1837. 

McCosh, J. ; Assam, 1837. 

Maclcod, D. A. ; Bishnath, (Assam), 1837. 

Rankine, R. ; Saran, 1839. 

Strong, F. P. ; Calcutta, 1844. 

Dr. Cumberland, in his Stray Leaves, states that he sub- 
mitted a report upon Puri, but it does not appear to have been 
published. 

The India Journal of Medical and Physical Science for 1836 
contains an article on the constitution of the Medical Department, 
probably by the editor, Frederick Corbyn, and makes various 
suggestions for the improvement of the Service. Among others, 
the writer proposes the amalgamation of the three Medical 
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Services, Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, under a Director General, 
instead of a Medical Board, assisted by twenty I.G.’s and twenty 
D.I.G.'s. These suggestions have since been caxTied out, sixty 
years after they were made, except that the number of Surgeon 
(ienerals is very much less than the twenty proposed. Apart from 
considerations of cost, it is hard to imagine how w'ork could be 
found for twenty Surgeon Gen(;rals. Tlie writer, unlike the authf)rs 
of the w’orks described above, takes a \’ery pessimistic view of the 
prospects of the Service. Among other miscellaneous statements, 
he tells us that few regiments of the Indian Army keep up a mess ; 
that the Assistant Surgeon’s outfit and passage will cost him £200, 
as well as another £150 for outfit in India, uniform, tent, horse, 
furniture, etc. ; and that an A,ssi.stant Surgeon may expect to 
bi: permanently po.stod to a regiment after about fu'c years’ 
service. 

Tlie liciigal Medical Code was first published in 1838, as notified 
in Bengal G.O. of 26th March, 1838. It was compiled by the 
Secretary to the Medical Board, Surgeon James Hutchinson ; who 
was also the author of a Report on the Medical Management oj 
Native Jails, published in 1835. 

A loiter from Court, dated iith Ajnil, 1839, published in 
Bengal G.O. of 22nd Jul^^ 1839, directs that Members of the 
Medical Board and S.S.’s shall wear uniform similar to that pre- 
scribed for I.G.’s and D.I.G.’s, respectively, of Her Majesty’s 
forces. 

The publication of this order was the cause of an amusing 
difference of opinion in the Calcutta Medical Board, which is thus 
described in the Asiatic Journal, Vol. XXXII, New Series, Aug., 
1840, p. 305. 

■' Tlierc is a somewhat novel state of thing.';, regarding the members 
of the Medical Board, at present under the consideration of the higher 
authorities, and which, immediately relating to the question of military 
uniform, involves the higher one of military authority. We shall relate 
one of several accounts (not substantially varying) which we believe to 
be the most correct. Not very long since, an order came out from the 
Court of Directors, decreeing that the relative rank of Members of the 
Medical Board should be that of Brigadier Generals in the army. Soon 
after this, the senior member, D' Sawers, considered that, as there was a 
uniform for the medical staff, that uniform should be worn at all meetings 
of the board, and he mentioned this desire to the other two members, 
D*® Smith and Campbell, and said that, at the end of a fortnight (allowing 
that time for the uniform to be prepared) they should appeeir accordingly. 
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Tliey, considering this as a proposition rather than as an order, voted 
against it. and intimated to D** Sawers that liis motion was negatived by 
the majorit}^ of votes. He made no remark whatever upon this result, and 
such meetings as next ensued were attended in the old way, — plain cloth 
coat, or white jacket, according to the ‘ warm feelings ’ of the respective 
members, — until the lirst meeting occ\irrcd after the expiration of the fort- 
night's law, when, on D*" CampbeU's entering the ofhee in a whiu^ jacket, 

Sawers, who was himself in undress uniform, ordorcxl him to go homo 
and consider himself in arrest for disobedience of orders. Home he went 
accordingly, and there he has remained in arrest ever since, and charges have 
been sent in against him by D*" Sawers grounded on his recusancy. I'liose 
charges are before Government and the Commander-in-Chief, and we 
believe it is not found to be easy to decide how they should be dealt witli. 
English in ail, May 5'\” 

As regards the original matter in dispute, there can be no 
doubt that Dr. Sawers was in the right, and the oilier two members 
of the Board in the wrong. The Medical Board was a military 
board, a sjiecial uniform had recently been pn'sciibed for them, 
and oflicial meetings of the Board were undoubtedly an occasion 
when uniform should be worn, as is ])lainly shown by tin; orders 
pass(‘d u])on tlie dispute. It must be reiiKanbered also that 
unilbrrn was worn much more, seventy years ago, than it is now. 
As regards tlu* action of Dr. Sawers, however, it apjiears to have 
been unnecessarily strong. The administration of the Medical 
Service was entrusted to the Board, as a Board, and not to the 
senior of the three officers who composed it. Whether Dr. Sawers 
had any power to order into arrest one of the other members of 
the Board would appear to have been, to say the least of it, very 
doubtful. To justify such strong action on tlie part of tlie seniijr 
member, somt? grave offence on the part of the junior would st^em 
necessary ; not a difference of opinion on what was, in fact, a 
mere trifle. No serious results ensued to any of the tliree, Sawers 
retired a few months later, on 3rd Oct., 1840, on the expiration of 
his five years’ tour of office ; Smith and Campbell eacli, in turn, 
succeeded to the post of senior member. The final orders of 
Government on the subject, while supporting Sawers’ views as 
regards the wearing of uniform, do not mention the arrest directly, 
but the last clause supports Sawers. These orders run as 
follows ; — * 

Headquarters, Calcutta, May 7'’*, 1840. The Commander-in-Chief is 
pleased, in consequence of appeals made to his authority by the members 
of the Medical Board, to direct, that they shall hereafter, at all public 

• Asiatic Journal, Vol. XXXI II, ’Sco) Scries, Sept., 1840, p. 60. 
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places, and on all occasions of ceremony, wear the uniform prescribed for 
them by the Govt. G.O. of the 22^^ July, 1839, so well suited to their 
relative rank, and merited by their long and valued services. 

" At church, at the levees, or entertainments at Government House, 
or at the residence of the Commander-in-Chief, and at great public enter- 
tainments, the full dress is to be worn. 

“ At the meetings of the board, or other professional duties, and 
generally, when out of their own houses, the blue frock, with a forage cap, 
is the fit costume, and His Excellency has no objection to .the lightest 
materials being used. 

** The Commander-in-Chief directs, that all other boards connected 
with the army will conform to these rules ; and he takes the opportunity 
of reminding officers, that all presidents of military courts, boards, or 
committees, are responsible to him for their correct assembly, dress, and 
proceedings." 

New dross rogulntions for the Medical Service were laid down 
in the same year, and are published at length in the A sialic 
Jonrnal* The full dress rrimprised a scarlet double-breasted coat, 
with wliite lining and turnbacks ; epaulettes of gold, corresponding 
to rank ; a plain cocked hat ; trousers of blue cloth or white 
linen, according to the season ; a black leather waistbelt ; and 
crimson and gold swordknot. Undress uniform included a blue 
frock coat, single-breasted ; a blue cloth cloak ; slioulder straps; 
a blue cloth forage cap, with gold-edged peak ; trousers, sword, 
etc., the same as in full dress. 

The following orders on the medical administration of the 
Nizam’s army were published in Jan.. 1840. Incidentally these 
orders show that a medical school was in existence at Haidarabad, 
earlier than is generally supposed. 

" General Order by Major-General Fraser, Resident at Hyderabad, 

" With the sanction of the Right Hon. the Governor General of India, 
the following arrangements will have effect from the Jan., 1840 : — 

" Staff Surgeon Young to be Superintending Surgeon of the Nizam's 
army, upon a salary of Rs.iOoo per month, viz. personal pity 800, staff 
allowance 700, and office allowance 100, to cover all charges for writer, 
stationery, &c. 

" Surgeon Key to be medical storekeeper and superintendent of 
the Medical School at Bolarum, on a staff salary of Ks.500 per mensem 
in addition to the pay and allowance of his rank. 

" The Senior Surgeon of each division will, as such, draw an allowance 
of Rs.ioo per month, in addition to his regimental pay and allowances 
for the charge of the details ; but, in the event of another corps becoming 
temporarily vacant, the medical charge thereof will devolve on the next 
senior medical officer, without a separate charge. 

• Asiatic Journal, Vol. XXXlll, New Series, Nov., 1840, p. 221, 
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" The Superintending Surgeon is placed under the immediate orders of 
the Resident, and will be responsible to him for the general efficiency of the 
Medical establishment.** 


In 1844 the Royal College of Surgeons, England, established 
the new grade of Fellows, 227 of the most distinguished members 
of the College being elected to the new honour. Full particulars 
are published in the Lancet t)f 19th Oct., 1844. The senior of the 
new Fellows, Caleb Woodyer, of Guildford, also the second, L. 
Leese, of Norwood, had taken their diplomas fifty-five years 
earlier, in 1789. Sixteen others had done so befori; the end of 
the eighteenth century. The junior, W. Hill, of Wootton-under- 
Edge, had got the M.R.C.S. only two yeais before, in 1842 ; and 
the last but one is Thomas Spencer Wells, Navj^ 1841, Among 
well-laiown names in the list are the following ; — 


Thomas Cliavasse, Birmingham, 
William Vesalius Pell.igrcw, Loiulon . 
John Simon, Ix>ndon 
Joseph Toynbee, Loudon 
William Bowman, 1 -ondon 
William Feigusson, London 
TJioiiias Wharton Jones, London 
George Murray Humphrey, Cambridge 


M.K.C.S., 1833. 

i»37* 
1838. 
1838. 
,, 1839. 

,, 1840. 

,, 1841. 

,, 1841. 


Out of the total of 227, no less than eighty-three were officers 
of the Services, live in the Guards, twenty-three others in the 
A.M.D., twenty-six in the Royal Navy, and the following twenty- 
nine in the I.M.S. The iirst year, in brackets, is that of entry 
to the the second that of taking the M.R.C.S. 


James Mellis, (B. 1806) 

Simon Nicolson, (B. 1S07) 
Henry Hough, (B. 1805) . 

J, T. Conran, (M. 1807) 

John Marshall, (B, 1805) . 
Janies Ranken, (B. 1809) . 
William Darby, (B. 1813) . 
William Watson, (B. 1813) 
James Lawder, (M. 1822) . 
John Wylie, (M. 1807) 
Alexander Garden, (B. 1815) 
Christopher Kane. (Bo. 1819) 
William Jackson. (B. 1813) 
Robert Pinhey, (Bo. 18 lO) 

G. B. Macdonnell, (M. 1819) 
Benjamin Williams, (M. 1816) 
James Bird, (Bo. 1818) 


M.R.C.S., 1802. 

1802. 

1803. 
,, 1804. 

,, 1805. 

,, 1808. 

,, 1810. 

,, 1812. 


1812. 

1812. 

1813. 

1813. 

1814. 

1814. 

1815. 

1815. 

1816. 
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George Knox, (M. 1817) . . . . M.K.C.S., 1816. 

William Mitchelson, (B. 1821) . . . „ 1817. 

James Hutchinson, (B. 1819) . . . 1818. 

C. C. Egerton, (B. 1823) .... ,, 1819. 

A. K. Jackson, (B. 1820) .... ,, 1819. 

T. M. Lane, (M. 1822) .... ., 1820. 

M. T. Kays, (Bo. 1S23) . . . . ., 1822. 

William Dollanl, (B. 182C) . . . „ 1825. 

E. W. W. Raleigh. (U. 182O) . . . ,, 1825. 

Samuel ltogcr.s, (.M. 1827) ..... 182G. 

H. II. (k)Ofieve, (B. 1831) .... ,, 1828. 

F. J. Mouat, ( 1 >. i8,jo) .... ,, 

In tlio middle of the nineteenth centnry, Colesworthy Grant 
published a tvork entitled LHhographic SkiicJics of ihe Public 
Characters of Calcutta, 1838-1 85-, which includes live members of 
the I..M.S., E. W. W. Raleigh, l^ P. Strong, Jas. Burnes, (Bombay), 
I’Ti^derick Corbyn, and Charles Boiinor Chalmers. The last- 
named was the subject of one of the most remarkable n'caneries 
from injury on record, lie entered the Bengal Medical Ser\ice 
on 4th D(^c., 1840, at the age of twenty-two, and spent several 
years of his <'arly service as Civil Assistant Surgcim of Sinhbhum, 
stationed at Chaibasa. He was a noted and successful shikari. 
In these days, it must be remembered, breechloading rifles had 
not been invented ; in the pursuit of big game men had to rely on 
ball fired from a smoothbore. On one occasion, he was following 
uj) a wounded wild buffalo in thick jungle, wlum the animal turned 
on him, threw him down, and gored him, one hom penetrating 
into his lung, from behind, another ripping up his abdomen, 
cau.sing the intestines to protrude, after which the buffalo thrust 
one hom through the large muscles of one of his thigiis, carried 
him some distance, then dropped and left him. His native 
followers picked him up and carried him to his tent. While 
t\visting himself about, trying to get a view of the wound in his 
back in a looking-glass, the intestines, which must themselves 
have been uninjured, went back through the wound in the abdo- 
minal wall. In spite of these injuries, and of the entire absence 
of any treatment other than his own, he made a perfect recovery, 
and served for nearly thirty years more. He became Svu-geon on 
28th Sept.., 1854, served with the Gurkha force in the Mutiny, 
became Surgeon Major on 4th Dec., i860, and D.I.G. on 23rd Dec., 
1866, retiring on 30th Sept., 1871. I met Dr. Chalmers in Scotland 
in 1880, nine years after his retirement. He was then, at the age 
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of sixtj'^-one, a hale strong man, and looked very young for his 
age. He died at Brisbane on 24th June, 1889. 

Another instance of a remarkable escape was that of John 
McCosh, who entered the Bengal Ser\nce on 2nd Feb., 1831. 
^Vllen serving on the South-East Frontier, in ('])erations against 
the Kols, in 1832-33, he contracted severe jungle fever, and was 
granted srek leave to Van Diemen’s Land. The vessel in wliich 
he sailed, the barque Lady Munro, was wrecked on the island of 
Amsterdam, on the night of iith Oct., 1833. An account of the 
wreck is given in the Calcutta Courier of i8th, 20lh and 22nd Jan., 
1834. Out of a total of ()6 on board, 75 liws were lost ; the 
Captain, his wife and child ; the second and third oflicers ; 
twenty-eight passengers ; nine European convicts ; nine native 
.servants, and twenty-four lascars. The twenty-one who escaped 
were, one passenger, McCosh ; the chief oflic er ; one Eurf)pean 
convict, and eighteen lascars. The shij) was shortening sail when 
she struck, which accounts for the large proportion of lascars 
.saved. The passengcTS, who were chief!}' Army oflicers with 
their families, were asleep below in their cabins when she struck. 
The survivors were taken off th.e island by an American schooner, 
the General Jackson, and might consider themselves very fort\mato 
in being rescued so soon. 

McCosh's e.xperiences may be related in his own words.* 

'■ I have already alluded to my having suffered se\'crcly from a jungle 
fever, contracted on field service. While proceeding to Van Diemen’s 
Land, for the recovery of my health, the ve.ssel was cast away, al)out one 
ip the morning, upon the desolate island of Ainslerdani, with the loss of 
irventy-six lives. I swam ashore, almost naked, a few niinutrs after the 
mip struck ; sat on the bare rock.s, under heavy rain, till daj'light ; clothed 
myself in various pieces of dress, as they lay on the shore, and let them dry 
^ my person ; subsisted upon putrid rice, and brackish water, and half- 
ifcasted seabirds ; and, for fourteen days, underwent all the concomitant 
i^ardships inseparable from such a state of uncertainty and <lc.stitution, yet 
I never caught so much as a cold." 

He does not say where he was when (he ship struck. On his 
return to Calcutta, the unexpired portion of his furlough was 
cancelled in Bengal G.O. of 6th Feb., 1834. He subsequently 
served in the Gwalior war, and was present at the battle of Maharaj- 
pur ; in the Punjab war, at Sadullapur, Chilianwala, and Gujrat ; 
%nd in the second Burmese war, at the capture of Rangoon and 

• Medical Advice to the Indian Stranger, W. H. Allen and Co., London, 1S41. 
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Basscin, He became Surgeon on 31st Dec., 1847, retired on 
3Tst Jan., 1856, and died in London on i6th Jan., 1885. 

In 1856 Sir Ranald Martin submitted to Government a Memor- 
andum on the status of the Army Medical Officer, which is quoted 
as follows by Sir Joseph FajTer, in his Life of Inspector General 
Sir James Ranald Martin,"^ 

" The present Commandcr-in-Chief of the Austrian Army in Italy, 
Marshal Kaclctsky, has said — ‘ The diflcrcnce Ijctween olhccrs as com- 
batants aiul surgeons as non-combatants must cease. 1 see everywhere 
military officers and surgeons equally exy^osed to tlie lire, and therefore the 
surgeons shall enjoy advantages and distinctions in every respect equal to 
those of the officers.' 

" The great Napoleon acted on tliis principle, and bestowed, on the 
field of battle at Wagrain, the highest class of tlie Legion of Honour on 
Barons I^rrey, Desgenettes, and T^ercy, dechiring tliat such .an act was a 
necessity in any })l;in which should pretend to give consistence to the system 
of recompenses granted by the State to its serxants. lie did not deem the 
question one which had need of discussion or of proof, the exclusions of 
former days, which banislu'd hope and emulation from the minds of public 
servants, having been the results of the injiKStice of feudalism and of after- 
ignorance. 

" The late Robert Jackson, the greatest physici.an Hint ever served 
in the Britisli Army, declared, on his experience of half a century of the 
most distinguished service, that, ' as the Medical Staff shares the fatigues 
and dangers of w'ar, so in just reason it is entitled to a sliare of advantages.' 
In this he represented the feelings and deei)ly rooted sentiments of tho 
whole Medical Department, and of the entire medical profession, of which 
he was so pre-eminent a member. 

“ The Duke of Wellington said of officers gcnerall^^ — ' That those who 
do the duty of the army ought to be promoted, and ought also to enjoy its 
benefits and advantages.’ 

" The quotations here presented appear to me to impress a just view o£ 
an interesting and very important public question, and one which, if fairly 
carried out in practice, by the removal of all inequalities and distinctions, 
would put an end to heart-burnings, chronic discontents, and feelings o£ 
depression, injurious alike to individu.als and to the scr\’icc at large ; foJr 
whatever has a tendency to disappoint or repress a just and honourablie 
ambition in public men, is sure in the end to prove injurious to the public 
interests. 

" It will not be contended that anyw'hcre, even on the field of battle, ' 
the surgeon is of less importance than the captain or the major ; in truth,, 
the regimental Surgeon is here of far more individual importance than eitheri 
As regards personal hazards too, hardships, fatigue, privation, and dcatll 
come by more ways to the surgeon than to the captain, and the surgeon 
knows it. * In just reason/ then, there should be no distinction or difference 
whatever. For the good of the public service, I am quite assured that there 
ought to be none such, and to render the medical corps an establishment: 

• A- D. Innes and Co., London, 1897, Chap. VIII, pp. 150-152. { 
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of reliance for all purposes, it must be raised to the position in the army 
which it deserves — it must be made a contented service. 

“ lastly, the attempt on the part of governments to lead educated men 
to the highest point of excellence and of exertion by money alt)nc is im- 
possible of success. 

" Even in a matter so trifling as uniform, a proper consideration should 
be shown to the surgeon, for matters of this kind arc noticed by the soldier. 
It has been justly observed that costume everywhere ‘ aids at least the 
formation of first iini)ressions ; and it has already been found in more than 
one instance, that the introduction of a distinguished uniform has conduced 
to the g(‘neral elevation of the class to which it was assigned. If the coat 
is an lionourable one, a man is c^irefiil not to disgrace it, and a ies])ect for 
his j)rofession becomes added fo his respt‘ct for himself. A moan dross is, 
on the other liand, held to be a reproach, if not a disgrace.* An appro- 
priate uniform everywhere fosters esprit tie corps and a sense of responsi- 
bility. 

The grant of the military division of the Order of the Bath and that of 
the V'ictoria Cross to meilical olhcers, would appear to settle their status 
in the army, but their actual position ought not to rest uj>on chance, or 
upon th(‘ mere occasional t ircumstanccs c»f .a decoration. It should be 
ordered and h.xed by a royal ordinance, as one of the permanent scientific 
corps of the army. I think that the Medical ('orj)s should rank with the 
cor])s of r<r»yal Kngin(‘ors, and stand next after it: in the .\iniy l.ist. The 
nnt ertiinties whic h surround the medical officer have at all times proved 
prejudicial to the intere.sts of the public service, by occasioning depression 
and discontent. 

Nov. 12, 1830. (Signed) J. K. Martin.” 


No arcoiml of this period would complete without some 
reference to Simon Nicolson, the most successful, possibly, 
according to the lights of his time, the best physician who ever 
practised in India. He was born on 5th July, 1779, in the manse 
at Kiltarlit3^ in Inverness-shire, of which parish his father was 
minister, and educated at St. George's, where he was House 
burgeon and Assistant to Sir Everard Home. He was appointed 
t® the Madras Medical Service in a Mily. Lett<M- from Court to 
ftj^dras, dated 30th July, 1806, paras. 643-643, but never jointed 
tliat Presidency, being gazetted the Bengal Medical Service 
as Assistant Surgeon on 2nd Feb., 1807, and on arrival was 
bosted as Assistant in the General Hospital, Calcutta. Ylxcopt 
lor one pcTiod of leave to the Cape, in Calcutta lie spi*nt the 
rtst of his service and of his life. He reached the rank of Surg«'on 
efn 8th Jan., 1820. From 1807 to 1820 he served in the 
Calcutta General Hospital, and from 1820 to Nov., 1832, held 
the post of Surgeon to the Calcutta Native Hospital, resigning the 
Appointment then on account of ill health, and going on two 
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years’ leave to the Cape early in 1833. On his return to India in 
1835 he was appointed Surgeon to the General Hospital, and held 
that post until his death, twenty years later. In 1839 he was 
gazetted S.S., but was allowed to decline promotion, and to retain 
his appointment in Calcutta. He retired from ist Aug., 1855, 
and died in Calcutta a week later, on 8th Aug., 1855. 

It was Nicolson who first broixght James Ranald Martin into 
notice, recommending him, in 1823, to the Governor General, 
Lord Amherst, to be sent to Haidarabad to treat Sir Charles 
Metcalfe, the Resident there, who was seriously ill. Ten years 
later, Martin succeeded Nicolson as Surgeon to the Native. 
Hospital ; he also took charge ol Nicolson’s practice while he was 
at the Cape. 

Nicolson left no published works, and nowadays he is almost 
forgotten, a mere name. But no officer in the I.M.S. ever stood 
higher in the public and private estimation of his contemporaries. 
Sir John Kaye has described him, under the name of Nicholas 
FitzSimon, in a long-forgotten novel, Prrcgn'nr Pulicncy. A 
retired Bengal civilian in the novel speaks of him as follows : — 

“ Nicholas FitzSimon, everybody knows him in India — fincsf; fellow in 
the world — kind, generous, trump of a fellow. Now I’ll tell you ; go to 
him — give you breakfast, tillin, dinner, shelter, advice, everything. If 
you arc sick, go to him, sure to cure you — sure to be kind to you — saved 
more lives than the invention of the lifeboat — a most excellent fellow — 
good Samaritan — sure to love him.” ♦ 

Nicolson’s personal appearance is thus described in the same 
work, Vol. Ill, Chap, III, p. 46. 

” He was a tall, rather upright man, dressed according to the season, 
all in white, and there was something about him well calculated to attract 
the attention of even an indifferent observer. Apparently rather more 
than half a century old, his hair was quite grey, cut rather short, and 
brushed straight off his forehead, wliich was high, but not very broad, with 
rather projecting brows, and an aspect certainly of superior w'isdom. He 
wore spectacles, which rested upon a nose very well calculated to support 
them, being no insignificent feature in his face, and his mouth was onej 
which was not easy to understand at first glance. When Peregrine first i 
siiw him. he thought that it was a severe one — ^indeed that the whole ex-' 
pression of the stranger’s face was rather severe than otherwise, but . . j 
when FitzSimon held out his hand to Peregrine, and said that he was\ 
sorry to see him for the first time under such unfavourable circumstances ^ 

• Pcfegrine Pulteney, or Life in India. In three volumes. I.^ndon, John! 
Mortimer, Adelaide Street, Trafalgar Square. 1844. Volume I, Chap. V, p. iii.\ 
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our hero thought that he had never seen a face so full of genuine benevo- 
lence, nor a mouth that relaxed itself into a smile of such kindliness as the 
good doctor's/* 

A picture of Nicolson, seated in a chair, hangs in the rooms 
the Calcutta Asiatic Society. The late C. R. Wilson, in his 
Descriptive Catalogue of Paintings in the possession of the /Ls/‘a//c 
Society of Bengal, quotes two other references to Nicolson which 
should be reproduced here. 

His practice was only limited by the impossibility of performing 
more than a certain amount ol work within a certain space of time. One 
carriage was always kept ready waiting, day and night, to enable him to 
attend to any call without delay.'* 

In accepting his resignation, the Governor General, Lord 
Dalhoiisie. wrote to him as having long possessed — 

" In a measure rarely equalled, the confidence and rov’crtuico of your 
professional brethren, the universal resr.ect and esteem of the community 
among whom you have passed your days, and the approbation and gratitude 
of the (Government, to whose service you devoted a long course of valuable 
and distinguished labours.'* 


H.I.M.S, — VOL. II. 


S 



CHAPTER XXXVT 


THE MUTINY 

Was it storm ? Our lathers laced it and a vvilcU i' never blew ; 

Harth that waited for tin: wreckage watched the galley struggle through.” 

r<. Kipling, Departmental Ditties; The Gullcyslavi'. 

Fll-iV-six years have coiru* and gone since lla" Mutiny in 1857 
shook the British power in India to its lonndations. As is well 
known, the Mutiny was practically confLn(‘d to tlu* Bengal army, 
including the irregular corps in Rajpiitana and Central India. 
We would naturallj^ expect, therefore, that th(‘ medical officers 
who lost their lives in the struggle belonged for tlu? most part to 
the Bengal service. As a matter (;f fact, all tln^ I.M.S. officers 
who were killed were Bengal men. They numbered twenty-eight, 
of wh<.>m no less than nine, ono-tliird of the whole, pcTished at 
Cawnpore. It is not known with certainty how all of these nine 
died. For instance, acting S,S. Christoi)her Garbett is stated, in 
an olntuary notice in the Lancet of 14th Nov., 1859, to have died 
of wounds ; in the list of casualties in the. East India Register he 
is said to have died of fever in Wheeler's entrenchment, before the 
Jina .1 surrender. Of the other 27, two were killed in action. 
Assistant Surgeon T. H. Woodward before Delhi on 3ISI Aug., 1857, 
and Assistant Surgeon K. I I. Bartrum ♦ in the advance on Lucknow 
on 26th Sept. ; one died of wounds. Assistant Surgeon E. Darby, 
in Lucknow Residency, on 27th Oct. 

The twenty-eight medical officers killed were the following. 
The dates in brackets after their names are the dates of entering 
the Service : — 

S.S. James Graham, (9th Jan., 1820), killed by mutineers at Sialkot, 
9th July. 

• Mrs. Bartrum was in the Lucknow Residency throughout the siege. Her 
husband, who was with the relieving force, was shot through the head on 26th 
Sept., 1857, the day after the first of that force had entered the Residency. She 
subsequently published her experiences under the title, A Widow's Reminiscences 
of the ^iege of Lucknow, i2mo., iNisbet and Co., Ix>ndoD, 1858. 
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Acting S.S. Christopiicr Cfiirbett, { 2 ^id Mciy, i8;i8). died in Wheeler’s 
entrenchment, Cawiipur, June. 

Surgeon Thomas Smith, Invalid establishment, (2 jiu 1 Oct., 1831), killed 
by mutineers at Meerut. loth May. 

Surgeon Henry Hawkins Bowling. (1st March, 183S). killed by mutineers 
at Shahjahanpiir, 31st May. 

Surgeon Kinloch Winlaw Kirk, (2nd Oct., 1838), killed by mutineers at 
Gwalior, 13th June. 

Surgeon Nathaniel Collyer, (ist Nov., 1838), killed at Cawnpur, 27111 June. 

Surgeon William Robert Boyes, (1st Aug.. 1841). killed at Cuwnpui, 
27th June. 

Surgeon Arthur Wellesley Robert Newenham, (nth May, killed 

at Cawnpur, 27111 June. 

Surgeon Thomas Godfrey Heathcotc, (i2tli Aug.. 1842), killed at Cawii- 
pur, 13th July. 

Surgeon Samuel Mallby, Oct., 1S43), killed at Cawnpur, 13th Jul3^ 

Assistant Surgeon John Macdowall Hay, (2otli May, 1843), killed by 
miitinccrs at Bareli, 31st May. 

Assistant Surgeon John Colin Graham, (i6th Jan., 1844), killed by 
mutineers at Sialkot, 9th July. 

Assistant Surgeon Hartwell Samuel Garner, (nth Reb., 1843), Idlled by 
mutineers at Sigauli, 23rd July. 

Assistant Surgeon Robert Dallas Dove Allan, (2olh Miircli, 1845), killed 
at Cawnpur, 27th June. 

Assistant Surgeon Thomas Moore, (jotli Jan., 1847), killed by mutineers 
on road from Cutiack to Sambalpur, 17th Nov. 

Assistant Surgeon William Barker MacKgan, (9th March, 1847), killctl 
by mutineers at Jliansi, 7th June. 

As5ista,nt Surgeon Robert Lyell, (25th Sept., 1847), killed in a riot at 
Patna, 3rd July, 

Assistant Surgeon Horatio Philip Harris, (7ih Ajnil, 1848), killed at 
Cawnpur. 12th June. 

Assistant Surgeon George Hansbrow, (4th Feb., 1849), killed by 
mutineers at ] 3 areli, 31st May. 

Assistant Surgeon John I’ierce Bowling, (20th Dec., 1851), killed at 
Cawnpur, 27th June. 

Assistant Surgeon Anthony Dopping, (4th April, 1854), killed by 
mutineers, Delhi, iith May. 

Assistant Surgeon liobert Henry Bartrum, (iith jan., 1855). killed in 
action, in advance on Lucknow, 26th Sept. 

Assistant Surgeon Marcu.s George Hill, (24th Jan., 1855), killed by 
mutineers, Sitapur, 2nd June. 

Assistant Surgeon Daniel Macauley, (4th Aug., 1835), killed at Cawnpur, 
15th July. 

Assistant Surgeon Edmund Darby, (20th Feb., 1856), died of wounds 
in Residency, Lucknow, 27th Oct. 

Assistant Surgeon William Henry James, (20th Feb., 1857), killed by 
mutineers. Agar, Central India, 4th July, 
iv Assistant Surgeon Thomas Hewlett Woodward, (20th Feb., 1856), killed 
in action, Delhi, 31st August. 

Assistant Surgeon Henry Thomas Cary, (4th Dec., 1856), killed by 
mutineers, Mehidpur, 8th Nov. 
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In addition to those actually killed, many other officers 
succumbed to disease and to the hardships of the campaign. At 
least ten men of the Bengal service thus lost their lives. 

Surgeon John Bannatync Macdonald. (-7th Feb., 1S30), died of 
cholera in Lucknow Ke.sidoncy, 8th Aug., 1857. 

Surgeon Thomas Christopher Hunter, (24th July, 1834), died at Cawn- 
pur, 28th March. 1858. 

Surgeon William Amys Rolic, (22ncl Dec., 1840). died in Calcutta, 
4th Aug., 1857. 

Surgeon Tanu;s Anderson Nisbet, (2nd April, 1S44), died at Multan, 
9th March, 1S58. 

Assistant Surgeon Thomas Mawe, (4th March, 184.J), died of fatigue and 
exposure at Manipur, Banda, alter escape from the massacre at Jliansi, 
28th June, 1857. 

A.ssi.staiit Surgeon William Sutherland Stiven, (loth Sept., 1846), died at 
Allahabad, 27th Feb.. 1858. 

Assistant Surgeon William Gardiner Morris. (20th Nov., 1848), died at 
Delhi, 13th Jan., 1S58. 

Assistant Surgeon John Kirk, (4th Aug., 1855), died at Attock, 21st 
July, 1857. 

A.ssistant Surgeon William Boyle Chavasse, (20th Feb., 1836), died at 
Meerut, 2nd Nov., 1857. 

Assistant Surgeon \N’illiam Joseph Shaw, (.jlh Aug., 1856), died of 
phthi.^iis at Dilkusha, Lucknow, 27th Nov., 1837. 

Assistant Surgeon Frederick Christian Bushman, (4th Dec., 1856), died 
at Bar kata, 20th Jan., 1858. 

Others, who survived the actual campaigns, contracted 
disease which proved fatal before long. As one of such may be. 
mentioned jedm James Halls, (loth June, 1854), Surgeon of 
Shahabad, who was one of the defenders of 2 \rrah. He died on 
board the Ceylon on his \\i\y home on 6th Nov., i860.* 

No oflicer of the Bombay Service seems to havi' lost his life 
in the Mutiny. Of the Madras Service, though none were actually 
killed, four died during the Mutiny in the disturbed area. 

SuVgeon William Henry Sceiiles, (25th Jan., 1841), died at Dinapur on 
24th Juno, 1858, of dysentery brought on by fatigue and exposure while 
serving in Sir E. Liigard’s division. 

Assistant Surgeon Ridley Porter, (13th Jan., 1833), died at Jabalpur, 
17th Sept., 1857. 

Assistant Surgeon George Dunman, (24th Jan., 1855), died at Camp 
Kirwer, T4th June. 185S, 

Assistant Surgeon John Stafford Bush, (20th Feb., 1856), died at 
Kampti, 15th Aug.. 1857. 

* Dr. Malls wrote a short account of the Siege, I'wo Months in Anah in 1857. 
i2mo. London, Longmans & Co., i860. 
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The first accounts of the outbreak of the Mutinj?" whicli reached 
England were partly fact and partly rumour. Many officers were 
reported as killed, who had in fact survived, and lived for long 
afterwards. In the Lancet of 26th Sept., 1857, is a list of medical 
officers killed in the Mutiny, which includes the names of Assistant 
Surgeon Joseph Fayrer, (29th June. 1850), who was fated to live 
for ncarlyhalf a century longer, and died so recently as 21st Maj*, 
1907 ; and of Surgeon Richard Henry Oakley, (8th Jan., 1842), 
who lived till nth Dec., 1900. 

Such mistakes, in the early reports received from India, were 
natural enough ; and indeed inevitable. But in the East India 
Register for 1858, an official publication, issued several months after 
the c\'ent, the name of Assistant Surgeon William Wot her spoon 
Ireland, (4th Aug., 1856), is shown among the Bengal casualties, 
as “ killed before Delhi. 26th July, 1857.” His injuries are thus 
described in the Lancet of 7tli Nov., 1857 — 

“ .\ ball had entered the eye, and i>assed below the brain, coming out 
near the ear. ... He had a second wound, though of a less serious cha- 
racter, a b.'dl ha\ ing entered the shouhlcr, which was found lo<lged in his 
back.” 

(The action at Najafgarh, in which Dr. Ireland was w^ounded, 
w'as fought on 25th Aug., 1857, not July.) It is not to be wondered 
at that such wounds were supposed to be mortal. Dr. Ireland, 
however, rectjvered more or less, but had to take sick leave in 
1858, which was extended up to three years, at the end of which, 
being still unfit to rejoin duty, he resigned the Service, from ist 
Aug., 1861. He died at Musselburgh, on 17th May, 1909. 

Many medical officers were wounded during the campaigns. 
The following cases have been collected from “ war seiu'ices ” and 
other sources : — 

Surgeon William Abbot Green, (B. 0th June, 1830), shot through the 
thigh at the disarmament of the Sepoys at Dakka, 17th Nov., 1857. 

Surgeon William Brydon, (B. 9th July, 1835), the sole survivor of the 
Kabul massacre in January, 1842, shot through the loins while sitting at 
dinner in Gubbins’ house in the Lucknow Residency, 21st July, 1857, 
(Fayrer’s Reminiscences, page 179). 

Assistant Surgeon Nathaniel James Grant, (B. 18th Dec., 1853), 
dangerously wounded in action with rebel cavalry at Rohni, June, 1857. 

Assistant Surgeon William Watson, (B. ist Aug., 1854), slightly wounded 
in head at Sasia Ghat, Agra, 5th July, 1857. 

Assistant Surgeon William Henry Hayes, (B. 4th Aug., 1855), wounded 
near Chaibasa, in a rising in the Kol country, 14th Jan., 1858, 
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Assistant Surgeon Archibald Hamilton liilson, (B, 29th Jan., 1857)^ 
wounded severely in face by a musket ball. 

Assistant Surgeon James Lumsdaine, (Bo. loth Nov., 1852), wounded 
at battle of Kunch, Central India. 

Assistant Surgeon William Asliton Shepherd, (Bo. gth Dec., 1852), 
slightly w^ounded in action at Ambapani, while serving with the Satpura 
Field Force. 

As.sistant Surgeon JoJin Cruickshank, (Bo. 20th Feb., 1856), severely 
wounded in the storm of jhansi, where he accompanied the storming party. 

Assistant Surgeon Thomas Miller, (Bo. 19th Nov., 1856), severely 
wounded in the storm of Jhansi. 

The Army Medical Department lost many killed and wounded 
during the campaign. Amongst their casualties were the 
following : — 

Assistant Surgi?on S, Moor<‘, 6th Dragoon (Guards, died at Meerut, 2 ikI 
June, 18^57, of wounds received in action at Gliaziudinnagar on 31 si: May. 

Surgeon Stack, 86th Foot, killed in the storm of Jhansi, while attending 
a wounded soldier. 

Surgeon J. H. Ker-Tnnes, Goth Rifles, wounded at Delhi. 

Assistant Surgeon S. A. Lithgow. 75th Foot, wouiuled at Delhi. 

D.I.G. William Cruickshank, died at Simla, from the effects of service 
in the field, 5th Nov., 1858. 

Assistant Surgeon Paterson Allen, F. Troop, Horse Artillery, died at 
Jaitpur, Bunclelkaiul, of fever brought on by licat and exposure, 23rd Dec., 
1838. 

Surgeon R. Dowse, 70th Foot, died of fever, on the marcli to Multan, 
4th F'cb., 1839, 

In Holmes* History oj the Indian Mutiny, (pp. 254-57), Surgeon 
Major Morton is mentioned as one of tlie victims oi the Mutiny at 
Sitapur. Morton was not a medical officer, but a Sergeant Major. 

Sub-Assistant Surgeon Chinimun Lall, of the Dellii hospital, a 
Christian, who had been baptised on iith Jul}’, 1S52, was killed 
in the Massacre at Delhi on nth May, 1857. On the other hand. 
Sub- Assist ant Surgeon Wazir Khan, teacher of Materia Medica in 
the Agra Medical School, became prominent among the rebels. 

Among the officers mentioned in General Wilson*s despatch, 
reporting the capture of Delhi, are the following medical 
officers : — 

S.S. Edmund Tritton, (Bengal, 4th Dec., 1825). 

Offg. S^.S. Campbell Mackinnon, (Bengal, 30th March, 1830). 

Surgeon J. H. Ker-Innes, 60th Rifles, ^A.M.D.). 

Surgeon Edward Hare, 2nd Fusiliers, (Bengal, 24th Feb., 1839). 

Surgeon James Peter Brougliam, First Fusiliers (Bengal, 8th March, 
1840). 
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Surgeon Djvid Scott, Medical Storekeeper, (Bengal, eoth Dec., 1845). 

Assistant Surgeon J. J. Clifford. Qtli Lancers, (A.M.D.). 

Assistant Surgeon \V. F. Macintyre, Coniinamlcr-in-Chicf's Stiiff, 
(A.M.D.). 

The G.O. issued by the Governor General in Council, Lord 
Canning, No. 1383. dated Fort William, 5th Nov., 1857, 
siege of Delhi, includes the following tribute to the medical 
officers ; — 


" I'lie arrangements made by Superintending Surgeon E. Tritton, for 
the Cc'irc and comfort of tlic numerous patients in hospital, have been most 
satisiactory, and the Governor Cieneral in Council has pleasure in ollcring 
to that officer, as well as to tlie regimental and staff officers of the Medical 
Department by whom ho was supported, this acknowledgment of their 
good service.” 

Brigadier Inglis mentions the names of the following medical 
(dfieers in his desjviti h on the siege of Lucknow : — 

Surgeon William Hrydon. 71st Nat^vclnfantiy, (Bengal, 9tli July, 1835). 

Surgeon John C'am])bell. 7th Light ('avairy, ^Bengal, 22nd Dec., iS.jo). 

Surgeon Greorgt^ Matliieson Ogilvie, Sanitary Commissioner, (Bombay, 
Oth March, 

.Assist:! nt Surg(?on l.kyd, 3211(1 Foot. (A.M.l).). 

Assistant Surgeon Josejih Fayrer, (’ivil Surgeon, (Bengal, 29th June, 
1850). 

Assistant Surgeon Samuel lk)wen Partridge, ^nd (judh Irregular Cavalry, 
(Bengal, 12th Oct., i^<52). 

Assistant Surgeon Henry Marti neau Greenhow, (Bengal, 20th Jan., 185.1). 

Asisistant Surgeon Robert Bird, Artillery, (Bengal, Aug., 1855). 

Assi.^tant Surgeon Edmund Darby, (Bengal, 20th Feb., 185O). 

Brydon, Campbell, and Ogilvie, got the C.B. ; Fayrer, Part- 
ridge, Bird, and Greenhow, wmt promoted to Bnrvet Surgeondtis. 
The first three also, soon after, received important civil appoint- 
ments ; Fayrer tlie Professorship of Surgery, and Partridge that 
of Anatomy, in the Calcutta Medical College, and Bird the Civil 
Surgeoncy of Howrah. Ail four survived for over thirty years. 
Bird died at Cobham, Virginia, on 31st 0 ('t., i8yo ; Partridge at 
Anerley, Kent, on 7th May, 1898 ; Fayrer at Falmouth on 21st 
May, 1907 ; while Greenhow, the last survivor, died at Esher, in 
Surrey, so recentty as 26th Nov., 1912, more than fifty years after 
his service in Lucknow. Darby, as stated above, was killed 
during the siege. 

Sir Hugh Rose, in his despatch on the Central India Campaign, 
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mentions the following medical officers, confirming a report of 
S.S. Francis Shortt Amott, (Bombay, 19th Feb., 1829) : — 

Surgeon David Ritchie, Field Surgeon, (Bombay, nth Aug., 1831). 

Surgeon William Mackenzie, 3rd Hyderabad Cavalry, (Madras, 14th 
Jan., 1835). 

Surgeon John Deas, 3rd Cavalry, (Bombay, 20th March, 1S37). 

Surgeon James Vaughan, (Bombay, 2nd Feb., 1842). 

Surgeon Stack, 86th Foot, shot dead at .storm of Jhnn.si, (A.M.D.). 

Surgeon Stuart, T4th Light Dragoons, (A.M.D.). 

Assi.stant Surg(K}n George Naylor, (Bombay, 20th Oct., 1832). 

Lord Clyde. (Sir Colin Campbell), in his despatch, dated 21st 
Feb., 1859, announcing the final recapture of Lucknow, which 
brought the Mutiny to an end, as far as large opiTations were 
concerned, though much still remained to be- done in tlie way 
hunting down scattered parti(*s and bringing into subjection 
rebellious tracts of country, acknowledges tlu^ services of the 
Medical Department as follows ; — 

" To Tlis Excellency llic Right Honourable the Governor Cieneral, 
Head Quarters C'amj), laicknow, February 21''*, 

“ My Lord, — The military operations in the I’resitUMiey ol Bengal, 
which en.sued on the groat Mutiny ol 1857, liaving ha}>pily been now 
brought to a close, 1 have the greatest satisfaction in recommending warmly 
to your Excellency's protection two great departments of the military 
administration, to which the troops and the olticers who hn\c commanded 
them in their long campaigns are under real and great obligations. 1 
allude to the medical and commissariat departnu‘iu>. 

“ The former, being composed of ofticers belonging to the two services, 
has shone equally in the matters of general organisation and of regimental 
arrangements. The Diret:tor-( General, Dr. Forsyth, and the Inspector- 
General of Her Majesty ’.s Forces, Dr. lanton, c.B., in C'alculta, liave w orked 
successfully to meet the groat requirements made on them ; and the stall 
and regimental medical ofticers have well maintained the credit of tlieir 
noble jjrofessioii, and the roputation for self-.sacrilicc which belongs to ilie 
Surgeons of Her Majesty ’.s Armies, — a reputation which i.‘= maintained in 
the lieid on all occasions, as well as in tlic most trying circumstances of 
the hospital. 

“ Clyde, General, Comraander-in-Chief, East Indies.” 

A number of medical officers received the Companionship of 
the Bath, for their services in the Mutiny. 

19/A Jan., 1858. — S.S. Edmund Tritton, (Bengal, 4th Dec., 1825), Delhi. 

24/A March, 1858. — Surgeon John Campbell I 3 rown, (Bengal, 5th July, 
1836), Delhi. 

16/A Noi!^ 1858. — Surgeon John Campbell, (Bengal, 22nd Dec., 1840), 
Lucknow. 
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iOt?i Nov., 1858. — Surgeon William Brytlon, (Bengal. 9th July. 1835), 
Lucknow. 

i 6 th Nov,, 1858. — Surgeon Jolm Henry Oir. (Madras, 22nd Feb., 1837), 
Cential India. 

16/A Nov., 1858. — Surgeon G. M. Ogilvio. (Bombay 9lh March, 1841), 
Lucknow. 

22nd March, 1839. — S.S. F. S. Arnott, (Bomb.ay, ic)ih Fob., 1829), 
Central India. 

22nd Match, 1859. — Surgeon William Mackenzie, (IMadras, 14111 Jan., 
*^35), Central India. 

May, 3859. — D.T.G. John Charles Graham Tice, (A.M.H ). 

May, 1839. — D.I.G. Francis William Innes, (A.M.O.). 

May, 1850. — D.I.G. John Fraser, (A.M.D.). 

A/ay, 1S59. — Surgeon Charles Alexander Gordon, loth Foot, (.\.M.l).). 

May, 1859. — Surgeon James Gordon Tnglis, 64th Foot, (A.M.D.). 

May, 1S39. — Surgeon Joseph Jee, jSih Foot. (A.M.D.). 

'Mil* Army Medical Dcpnrtmrnl, which had already won tliree 
Victoria Crosses in tile Crimea,**' gained tliret' mmi' in the Mutiny, 
as f(dlnws : — 

Surgeon (afOTwards S.G. and C. C-) Herbert Taylor Reado, oist Fool, 
at siurm ol Delin', i.jth and i(>th S(‘pt., 1B37. 

Siiigcon (afterw.ii (Is I.(i. and C.H.) Josepli Jec', ySth Fool, l<os.s*shire 
Biili.s, at lii>t n liel of laic know, 23th St pt , 1837. 

Surgeon (aflerwards S.(i. aiul Iv.C.B.) Antliony Dickson ilume, at 
i'lrst relief of Lucknow, iotli Sept.. 1837. 


K<*liied members ol the Service will remember Sir Anthony 
Home as P.M.O., H.M. s Forces in India, in the early eighties. 
He got his K.C.B. as P.M.O. in Ashanti. 

The Hont)urs given in celebration of tlie King’s ])irthda.y on 28tli 
June, 1907, included tliirty-seven C.B.'s given to Mutiny veterans, 
in celebration of the hltieth anniversary of the cainpaign. Among 
them were S.G. T. Tarrant and D.S.G.'s li. M. Sinclair and A. 
Eteson, (he two ff>rmer of the the last of tlie Bengal 

Medical Service. All three, of course, had long since* Kdired from 
tlie Army. 

Five Assistant Surgeons of the Bengali Service received brevet 
promotion to Surgeon, viz., J. FajTcr, H. M. Greenhow, S. B. 
Partridge, and R. Bird, all for the defence of Lucknow ; and 
Joseph Walter Raleigh Amesbiiry, (nth Jan., 1851) ; the 
first four dated 7tli Sept., 1858, the last 14th Aug., i860. The 

• Surgeon J. Moiiat (afterwards Surgeon General and K.C'.B ). at Balaklava, 
26th Oct., i^^54: Asst. Surgeon (aflerwards Surgeon Major) ’1. li. Hale, Sth 
Sept., 1855: Asst. Surgeon W. H. T. Sylvester, 23rd Foe>t, Sth Sept., 1S33. 
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Mutiny services of the last-named include commanding a troop 
of the third Oudh Irregular Cavalry, and raising a troop of 
volunteer cavalry which ser\'ed under Generals Neill and 
Havelock, Assistant Surgeon Henry Mills Cannon, (Bengal, 
1st June, 1846), was also recommended for a brevet of Surgeon, 
but in the meantime got liis step in the ordinary way, by 
seniority, from 16th Sept., 1859. 

In half a century after the Mutiny, more than ninety 

members of the I.M.S. who had entered the Service before May, 
were still ali\'e. During the past six years, the numbers 
have, sadly diminished. But even now, in May, 1913. fifty-six 
years after the Mutiny began, over fort}- still survive. Their 
names are given below ; those who actually served in the cam- 
paigns of iSsy-jS being marked with an asterisk. Ttie senior 
siirvi\'or, Surgeon Major H. B. Hinton, has now completed his 
century. He did not s(^e service in the Mutin\’, but went to China 
with the 70th N.I., now the nth Rajputs. Both Hinton and 
Mactier sf'rved in both the Sikh wars, the Siitl(‘j campaign of 
1845 and the Panjab campaign of 1849 ; Hinton also served in 
the Gwalior war. W, H. Harris served also in the Crimea. And 
Surgeon Major R. Boustoad, who entered tlie Bombay Service 
on 23rd Jul\', 1858, more than a 5X‘ar after the beginning of the 
Mutiny, served in botli tlie Crimea and Mutiny ; also in the second 
China war, in the Ab}\ssinian war, and in the Soudan in 1885.! 


Mutiny Officers of the I.M.S. stiU surviving, May, T0J 3. 


11 . B. Hinton. 

*\V. F. Mactier. (^rcl Dec., 1844) 
D. H. Sniiill. (iTSt Nov., 1840) 

A. J. Payne. (joth Dec., 1S4S) 

♦A. C. C. De Konzy. (29th July, 1851) 
♦A. Christi.son. (20th Oct., 1851) 

♦C. T. Paske. [iGth Aug,, 1852) 

B. Simpson. ('20th Oct., 1853) 

•N. J. Grant. (i8th Dec., 1853) 

J. J. T. Lawrence. (30th Jan., 1854) 
T. B. Farncombe. (20th Feb., 1854) 
•P. W. Sutherland. (6th May, 1854) 


N. C. Macnainara. (4th Nov., 1S54) 
♦J. H. Lodi. (20th Dec., 1854) 
S. C. Amesbury. (14th Jan., 1S55) 
G. K. Poole. {14th Mar. 1855) 
♦G. A. Watson. (4th Aug., 1855) 
♦J. Fairweather. (4th Aug., 1S55) 
•C. Planck. (4th Aug., 1855) 

♦F. Carter. (4th Aug., 1855) 

•W. H. Hayes. Otth Aug., 1855) 
♦J. H. Thornton. (9th Jan., 1856) 
*W. S. Caldwell. (29th Jan., 1857) 


Bcngai-. 
(Kjtli Jan., 1839) 


t Before the end of 1913. four of these officers died: W. S. Caldwell at 
Stranraer on 21st Sept. : R. Dick on 14th Oct. ; R. B>'Tamii at Ravenscourt Park, 
London, on 3rd Nov. ; and Sir John James Trev'or Lawrence at Burford House, 
Dorking, on'zxnd December. 
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Madras. 


*A. C. Maclcod. 
•W. H. Harris. 
C. Cooper. 

S. J. Wynclowc. 
♦A. H. Beaman. 


(8th Mar., 1841) 
(13th Feb., 1S53) 
(::oth Nov.. 1853) 
(2.4th Mar., 1S5.1) 
(loth June, 1854) 


B. \VilIiam.son. 
J. Henderson. 
A. C. Gamack. 
S. T. Hoard. 
♦W. A. Smilh-W 


(nth Jan., 1856) 
(2otli Feb., 1850) 
(4th Aug., 1856) 
Jan., 1837) 
'une. (2s)th Jan., 


Bombay. 


C. J. Sylvester, 
T. B. Beatty. 
E. K. Butler. 

G. Bird wood. 

H. Cook. 

K. Dick. 


(jnl May, 1846) 
(20tli May, 1851) 
(4th Oct., 1834) 
^2oth Oct., 1S3.4) 
(24th Jan., 1S53) 
(24tli Jan., 1855) 


G. E. Seward. 
J. Pinkerton. 

*C. Joynt. 

C. K. Colston 

H. Bj-rainji. 


(4th Aug., 1853) 
(.4th Aug., 1833) 
^2oth Feb., 185C) 
(20th Feb., 1856) 
(29th Jan., 1857) 



CHAPTER XXXVII 


THE CROWN SUCCEEDS THE COMPANY 

TJie Mutiny scaled the* fate oi ilie Hast India Company, after a life of more 
flian tv.o and a half centuries.” 

Sir \V. \V. Hunter, The Indian J^nipitr, Chap. XX\', j), 

The Government of India was transferred from the Company to 
the Crown by Acts 21 and 22 Victoria, capid 106, . 1 ;/ Act for the 
heiter Govcnimnit of India, dated 2nd Ang., 185S. This momentous 
change was published in India by Her Majesty'.s proclamation at 
Allahabad on ist Nov., 1858. 

By this Act the Military and Naval Services of the East India 
Compnnj" became those of the Crown. The Indian Army was 
amalgamated with the British Army by a Ci.O. dated loth April, 
1861, when Royal commissions were conferred upon the combatant 
oOicers of tlie Company's Army. By clause 44 of tlie Warrant of 
7th Nov., 1864, oilicers of the I.M.S. also received Royal 
commissions. 

The subject matter of this chapter may conveniently, however, 
begin a little earlier, witli the Minute on tlu* I.M.S. written by the 
great Governor (General, Lord Dalhousie, and dated ist Feb., 
1856, shortly before he left India. This minute, in Dalhousie's 
own handwriting, is preserved in the Calcutta Record Olhce. 
Extracts from it are given in Dr. George Smith’s Life of Surgeon 
Major Alexander Grant, DalhousicCs personal physieian, entitled 
Physician and Friend, (p. 89). Dr. Smith states that the minute 
was founded upon a paper drawn up by Grant. A sliort summary 
is also given in Fayrer's Life of Sir Ranald Martin, (pp. 135-8). 

The minute is long, but is most interesting, and is of great 
importance in the history of the Service. Almost all the. changes 
and improvements which DaUiousie advocated have since been 
carried out, some sooner, others later. The most important 
modifications in the administration of the Service therein advo- 
cated, are as follows ; — 
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Paras. 4-11. Administration by Medical Board objcctiouiibic 
and inefficient ; one officer should be appointed, after careful 
selection, as head of the Scr\ncc, with the title of Director 
General. This reform was carried out in the fitllowiiig j'car, 
with effect from 12th No^^, 1857, a Director tieneral being 
appointed, in place of the Medical Board, for each of the three 
Ser\ices, •Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. 

Para. 13. The Director General of the Bengal Service 
should bo assisted by two I.G.’s, one Civil, the other Militaiy. 
These appointments were also made from 12th Nov., 1857. Biit 
the division of duties, between the two I.G.’s, as Ji.xed, was not 
that of Civil and Military administration re.spectively ; but, as 
advocated by Sir Barnes Peacock and Mr. J. P. Grant, 
geographical, one being placed over tlie Upper, tlie other t>ver 
the Lower Provinces. 

Pam. i<). Introduction of anew rank, th.il of Staff Surgeon, 
intermediate between Superintending Surgeon and Surgeon ; 
one officer of tliis new rank being pcjsted to each circle, as Deputy 
and Assistant to the Superintending Surgeon. These, appehnt- 
monts wen; not made, and, witli ijicreased facility of communica- 
tion and inspection, ha\ e not been found n< cessary. As far as rank 
goes, an (jquivalent was found in the institution, from i87((, of the. 
new rank of Brigade Surgeon, now repres<’nted by tliat of Lic'ut.- 
Colonel on the selected list. 

Paras. 27 a>id 28. Assistant Surge()n^ to be dividc-d into two 
grade’s, first and second class. This was. practically granted in 
clause 9 of the Warrant of 1st Feb., 1S59, when Assistant Surgeon^ 
were given the rank of Captain, w ith increased paJ^ on c(>mpleti(.>n 
of si.\ years’ ser\nce. 

Paras. 34-38. Medical offictrs should n(jt be (<msidered as 
non-combatants, and should receive substantives rank. Such rank 
was conferred in 1898, more than forty years after Dalhousie had 
advocated the concession. 

Para. 41. Recapitulation and summary. 

” Minute on the Indian Medical Service. By the Governor General, Lord 
Dalhousie. Dated February, 1856. 

” Original Cotisullalions — Military Department, 28'* Feb., 185O. 

" There still remain departments in the several branches of adminis- 
tration, which I should have been glad to have had time to review and 
amend, before resigning the Government of India. But the constant 
pressure of business requiring immediate attention has rendered it impossible 
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for me to find time for everything ; and the near approach ol the day of 
my departure almost forbids any further attempt to propose reforms. 
There is. however, one department which calls for improvement so loudly, 
which calls for it so justly, which is so easily suscej>tible of full improvement, 
which is so worthy of it. and will so completely and amply repay it, that 1 
cannot be content to leave India without submitting my views regarding 
that portion of the service to the Honourable Court, and earnestly soliciting 
their favourable consideration of what I shall propose. I allude to the 
Medical Department of the three lYesidencies. 

'* 2. It is impossible for me now to work out the subject in its lesser 
details. Indeed it is inexpedient that I should attempt to do so. It is 
far preferable that these details should be left to the management of the 
government hereafter, if the Honourable Court shoultl be pleased to approve 
of the general outline of what I am about to propose, ft is tliat general 
outline only which I now desire to submit. 

'' 3. The Indian Medical Service has been tlie subject of emphry, dis- 
cussion, and 1 epresentation for many years past. 'Hie ilonble (^ourt hav'c 
full information at their command regarding its condition, its deficiencies, 
and all the various means of ini[)roving the one and r<‘[)airing the otherr. 
The records of enquiries lield in this country by direction of the ('»ovt. of 
India, the evidence which has been given before the Coiiiinittees of Tarlia- 
ment, and the numerous memorials which hava*. from time to time been 
presented to the Honblc Court by members of the medical serv ice of name 
and note! in tlie several prcsidcncio.s, all furnish a body of iiiqiortant iacts 
which ( cinnol controverted and Jiavc ncv'cr even bt.en disjuited. 

It is tliereforo unnecessary for me to burden this miiinle by setting 
forth in it facts which are already so fully on record ; and wiiicli will at 
once bo present to tlie immiory of the Honblo Court, and faniilieir to it, on 
my referring to them. 

“ 4. 'TIk' lir.sl grc'.'it fault in the organisation of the Indi.m Medical 
Sorv'ice, — the beginning, middle, and end of it> imp<'riections, — is the 
vicious principle upon which the direction and control of the l.)eparlinent 
is leased. It is governed by a Board consisting of three members, those 
throe Members liav'ing been, systematically, tlie lhivt‘ oldest oliic.ers on 
the medical list. KceeiUly the Ilonble Court ])eimitteti a inodilieation 
of this system of rigid seiiitnity to be made, so far as to allow that one of 
the three members should be appointed by selection. WMicn I proceeded 
to €act on thi.s permi.ssion I met with the utmost opposition, and alUiough 
J selected a mc^dical officer of the most eminent ability, of distinguished 
service, and moreover among the three seniors of the Superintending 
Surgeons, I was compelled to insist upon his appointment, before 1 could 
ov'crcome the resistance which, by repeated remonstrance and representa- 
tion on behalf of the two seniors, was made to tlie measure from Army 
Head Quarters. 

" 5. When the medical service has been for so long subjected to the 
Government of a Board ; when that board has been uninterruptedly 
filled by a rigid system of seniority, and when that system of seniority 
has been thus inflexibly sustained by the military authorities and counte- 
nanced by the Government, the Honble Court can have no doubt of the ill 
effects which must have ensued. 

** 6. I say that * the Honble Court can have no doubt of the ill effects 
which must have ensued ' from such an organisation, because the Honble 
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Court have already recognised the viciousiic.ss the piiiuiple on wliich it 
is based, in the case of another controlling authority of a similar constitu- 
tion, — viz. the Military Board. That Baard was not in its constitution 
so radically bad a.s the J^ledical Board, because it had not been fixed like 
the^latter in all its grades by absolute seniority. But it wms largely 
subject to objections of the same character. The Honble Court acknow- 
ledged the inherent faultiness of its constitution. They even outstripped 
me in proposals for rescuing different departments liom its influence ; 
which 1 had made gradually tiiid cautiously in order that iilarm miglil not 
be created by any a]')pcarance of wholesale innovation. I'inally the 
Honble Court readily consented last year to the total abolition of tli<‘ 
Military Board. 

“7. I strongly recommend and earne.stly ho['c that tlio Honble Court 
will in like manner consent to the total abolition oi the Medical Boards. 

“ 8. 'rhe one true, right, sound princi]>le for tlje C'.overumeiit of the 
Indian Medical Service in India is that which the Court have permitted the 
Government of India to act upon, jJiovi<hng a substitute for the collect 
control of llie Military Board, namely, unity of authority coupled with 
di I CC t responsi bili ty . 

<). Ix't this principle l.>e strictly obst^rved in fjarning the diitvtion of 
the dejKutnuMil. ; — let the principle which is lo govern all <jtlier apj)oiiit- 
ment.s in it be, not succession but selection, la't tiie responsibility oJ 
causing otfect to be given to these two prin(:i]»h‘s be j»laer*d, nr)t indirectly 
as it is at pies(‘nt, but dire*, tly upon tlu‘ shoulders of t he ( Jov c rmiK'nt ; and 
1 will make answer fur it, lluit the Medical service of tlio Jiast India. Com- 
pany will be surpassed by none in the woild, either in its Ci\ il «>r its Military 
branch. 

" 10. /Uieady in many rcsiKit'is the Iinlian Me<Iical Service is supruior 
to the Koyal service, especially in the organisation ol the inferior grailes. 
There liavo already been found in its rani s many men of the higliest 
capacity and value, who elsewhere would have won an l’aiiojM*an ie])uta- 
tion. ( )ri the other hand there have too often binm tolerated in it many who 
were dolts, sluggards, or repr(jbates. }hit if the. directing authority ol the 
l.)e})artment were wliat it ouglit to be, the number of those who do it honour 
would be still more increased, while it would becanne the fault of the 
Govcmrneiit itself if those who are a rejuoacli to the I;(;])artment continue 
to discredit it. 

“ II. I tliercfore advise that the Medical Board at the scn-eral Pre.sj- 
dcncie-s should be abolished ; and tliat in each Prcsirlency the entire direc- 
tion anti control of the Medical Department, subject to the authenity of the 
Government, should be vested in a Director General. 

" i^. 1 recommend that the Director General should be selot ted by the 
Government from among the Superintending Surgeons or Staff Surgeons, 
who will be mentioned hereafter ; that his tour of duty should be for five 
years, renewable by the Government if it should think proper, and that his 
salary should be 3500 Rs per mensem. 

” The Director General should perform all the duties which the Medical 
Board is now expected to perform, and he should have the services of a 
Secretary. 

”13, The extent of the Bengal Presidency is now so great, — the new 
provinces, subsidiary to it are so numerous and still increasing, — the Civil 
and Military Establishments connected with it are so immense, — that the 
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Director Genenil would be unable to perform the onerous functions of his 
office, unless he had either a very large and cosily establishment. oi assist- 
ance of a high class immediately subordinate to his office. 

As the more effective measure, and also in order that the opportunities 
of advancement and reward for medical officers, which are already much 
curtailed, should not be unduly diminished. I woidd advise that two officers 
be appointed under the Director General, one to be the Inspector General of 
Military Hospitals, the; other to be the Inspector General of Civil Hospitals 
and Dispensaries. 

" The names of these officers indicate their respective duties. 'I'heir 
salary should be -2500 Rs j>er mensem. They should each have an assistant 
or secretary. They should be liable to be deputed on special duty by the 
Director General, and his place slioiild be taken by one of them if he should 
be temporarily absent. 

*' 14. The Superinlencling Surgeons should correspond willi the In- 
spectors (iencral, and they with ilie Director General ; bnt all ultimate 
decision and responsibility within the Department will rest with tlie Director 
General. 

JYcscnt members of the Medical Board, w'ho may not be employed 
as Director General or as Inspector General, should be- alh^w'cd to retire, 
retaining their allowances for so long as their tour on the Boartl would 
have lasted. 

" 15. The next grade in the Department should be, as at present, the 
Superintending Surgeon. 

" This office is an efficient part of the system, if it be filled by efficient 
men. But the promotion to it, as to the Medical lioard, has been hithcTto 
regulated by the recommendations of the Commander in Chief, proceeding 
invariably and exclusively by strict seniority. 

“ It is manifestly impossible that the twelve senior officers on the Medical 
list, next after the members of the Board, t an lx* the t\v(*l\e fittest men for 
the periormance of the important and resptmsiblc duty of superintending 
the wliole executive of the department. It is cert.iin that, altho’ some are, 
the Superintending Surgeons as a body are not, the fittest men to super- 
intend other.s, and thereby at once to proleet the interests of tiie (iovein- 
ment, and to jiroinote the w'clfare of the comiminity. Yet tliey ought 
t<i be so. 

'* The only mcM.ns b^’ which the Honlde Court can ensure that they 
.shall be so. is by directing that the ap]>ointniei)t to the office of Super- 
intending Surgeon sluill in all cases be by selection of the fittest man for each 
vacancy that may occur. 

** I beg to recommend that the Honble Court should issue such instruc- 
tions accordingly. 

The substitution of the twelve best men in the medical service for the 
twelve oldest men (next alter the Director and Inspectors General) as 
Superintending Surgeons, will have a great and wholesome effect. But it 
will still leave a deficiency to be supplied. 

'‘16. The ^Superintending Surgeon cannot, unassisted, perform fully 
the duties that belong to his office, even if he be thoroughly efficient. The 
proper discharge of tlie duties which require his almost constant presence 
at Divisional Head Quarters is incompatible with those frequent inspections 
of all his stations, in which consists the ver\' essence of superintendence. 

" 17. The consequence now is, that in most circles the duty cannot be 
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said to be done at all. Where it is done, the duty left at Head Quarters 
is naturally neglected by the senior otlftcer, into whose hands it falls, and 
who gets neither credit nor advancement nor eiuolinnent by it. 

" 18. The consequence hereafter will be. when cflicieut Superintending 
Surgeons shall be aj>pointed, that the duty generally will be vastly belter 
done, but it must still be iniperh^ctly done, either at head quarters or in 
the mofus.sil. 

" i<). To remedy this deficiency 1 beg to advise that a new grade of 
Medical Officers shall be created, \vho shall be called ‘ Stall Suige<.iis.' 
In number they should be one. for each circle in which Uicie is a Su]>ei- 
intending Surgeon, and one for general duties at llu- Prcsitleiicy. 

“ Their salary .should be 1000 Ks a month. They should be ap]>ointed 
by selection from among officers of the rank of Surgeon. fhey slaiuld do 
the duties of S 11 ptnint ending Surgeon, if that officer leave llea-d t}uail<rs. 
lliey should do liis duties in the luoliissil if lie should dejuite (lu iu lor that 
purpose. 

'* JO. The addition of one ‘ Slatt Assistant Surgeon’ for each Stall 
SuigtMjii \\r>ul(l lender llie systcHii completi*. Jhit at j)res<nt 1 . urge only 
the app(»intni<Tit oi Stall Surgeons. 

" Ji. Jly tlies*' tin- function ol Superinten<lrni e would beproj^eily 

perforinial, which it has iievi'r yet been. All duties woiihl be caiiii'd 011 in 
each circle without .urears or irregi'iarities. (heat economy as well as 
greatly incn.a'^ei.l ellicieiicy would be the certain result in 1 ini(‘ ol ]>eace ; 
and in liin<' \v<ir ( lOvrrnnK'rit would have ti'ii or Iwelvt* of their bi’st men 
ready to their li.iiul lor emjjluyinont in the field, without stripping legiinents 
or e^tjbhshiiK'iits, and witiunit luo.st seriously dc'rauging the whole working 
of tlie flepartiiient tlnT»iighoiit th<‘ IVesidency, as is now tlie case on any 
sudden call. 

Moreo\er a great boon, and nuist de.siral»le encouragement would 
be given to tlie huge body of full Surgeons, wIk* have now very many years 
to wail after llieir lu (^notion wiliiout any incTc*ase ol .illowanct.*. which they 
can only obtain by l eaching step by step the grade of Supei inViuiding 
Surgeon ; while evim under tlie system of selet tion lc» that gia.<.U: wliicli 
has now been recoininendetl, tli<^ OListcnce ol an interiuediate step would 
greatly quicken profe.^sional zeal and ambition, and by its clu-ering effect 
would repay the Ciovornmeiit a huiidredfohl foi' the iiicoirsiileral)!'' extia. 
expense which the inea.sure would involve. 

“ j-]. The .initiation oi the nomination to all tlie ].)riiii.ij>al appointments 
in the Medical Service has hitherto rested with the c:(.»mniandei -in-Chief. 
the real power of ajjpointment being in the Governor C»eneral in Gotmi.il, 
whose confirmation was necessary to His Excellency's nrunination. 

" f recommend that this apparently divided responsibility should be 
set aside, and that the appointment of the high medical ofticcrs .should re.st 
directly, as it hitherto has practically, with tfic Ciovernor f;eneral in 
Council. 

The medical serxice is not exclusively miliUiry in its compo.sition, 
although all its members hold military Commissions. On the contrary the 
Civil appointment.s of all kinds are much more numerous than the Military’. 
All military appointments should be made by the Commander in Chief, 
all Civil appointments by the Governor General in Council, the Governors 
in Council, and the Lieutenant Governors. 

•• The Director General should be appointed by the Governor General 

II.LM.S.— VOL. IL T 



274 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

in Council. The Inspectors General, Superintending Surgeons and Staff 
Surgeons by the Governor General in Council. 

“ But in every appointment, whether by the Governor General in Council, 
the Governors in Council, or the Lieutenant Governors, Ihe Director 
General should recommeyid And altlio' it would not be expedient that 
the nomination of the Director (icneral should be declared to be binding 
or final, (because some appointments are personal, and in the Foreign 
Department medical officers from other Presidencies might be desired), 
still his recommendation should never be set aside except upon very strong 
grounds, which should be placed upon record. 

“ 24. No doubt this measure would limit the patronage of all the high 
functionaries I have named. But it is vciy fitting that their patronage 
should be so limited in regard to medical officers, of whose qualities and 
professional capacities it is not possible for them to form a correct judgment. 

" 25. The principle of the measure, however, is no novelty, for the power 
which I pro])Ose to give to llu^ Director General in India has always been 
exercised by the Director General in the Royal Service. 

“ 26. By adopting these measure.s Ihe mistakes which we all occasionally 
commit, however uncon.sciously, in the administration of patronage will be 
avoided. The right men will bo chosen. 'J'he profession will get fair pla3^ 
The rise of an officer of merit will no longer bo doubtful ; and the service 
will recover the popularity^ it formerly had among men devoting themselves 
in youth to the medical profession. 

27. The Assistant Surgeons of the Company's service are sufficiently 
well paid on their first entrance into it. But many y’ears ela])sc before they 
arc promoted to the rank of Surgeon, and intermediately there is no increase 
of emoluments for the main body of the Assistant Surgeons, or for any but 
those who obtain debached employment. 

*'28. A great stimulus to exertion would be given, and great benefit 
would result, if the Honourable Court would consent to allow to the Assistant 
Surgeons, as such, some increase of emoluments on certain first conditions. 
At present an Assistant Surgeon, who is in charge of a regiment, receives 
only half the staff salary which is drawn by a Surgeon holding a similar 
charge. I would propose that any Assistant Surgeon in charge of a regiment 
who after seven years service shall be recommended by the Director General 
as in every^ respect deserving of reward, should rcccix e tlie same staff salary 
as would be drawn by a Surgeon in the same position. 

" 29. The Assistant Surgeons migiit thus be divided into first and 
second class Assistant Surgeons. 

" 30. It certainly seems that something is required to restore the 
attractions which the medical service of the Honourable Company possessed 
in former years, but which general testimony^ and obvious facts unite to 
shew it has now lost. 

'* I remember that when twenty years ago I asked for a medical appoint- 
ment from one of the Directors, I was told that it was as difficult to obtain 
an appointment in tlie medical scr\dce as in the Civil service, and in point 
of fact if was only obtained for me on that occasion by' an exchange. 

" The medical service of the Honourable Company is now open to 
everybody ; yet the public journals show that there are hardly more 
candidates than vacancies. 

“31. There must be a reason for this change in estimation in which the 
* Italics in original. 
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Indian Medical Service is held. Those of the profession whom I have 
consulted attribute it to the fact that there are fewer prizes for Assistant 
Surgeons in India now than formerly, and to the increased inducements 
which tlie Royal Service now holds out. 

It is in order to counterbalance these draw^backs, as well as oiler an 
encouragement which seems just and wise in itself, that J make these 
proposals in favour of Assistant Surgeons, which I beg to recommend to the 
favour of the Honourable Court. 

" 32. There are several particulars in which the Medical Service as a 
body lies under grcjat disadvantages, and which they regard, justly in my 
opinion, as grievances that ought to be removed. I refer to the inequality 
which now prevails between the position of a medical oflicer and that of his 
brother officers, in respect of pension, honours, and rank. 

“ I respectfully submit tiiat such irregularities are founded on no 
sound grounds of justice, expediency, or policy. No valid reason ever has 
been, or can be, alleged for maintaining them. Their effect is to depre.ss 
tlie .spirits of the metlical oflicer ; — to depreciate a profession and class of 
service which ought to be lield in the utmost respect, and supj)ort(‘d equally 
from motives of prudence and gratiliul<‘. 

" All .such irregularities .should bo at once removed : and tlie medical 
oJlieer, in respect of re.al rank, dre.ss, honours, and promotion, .should be 
])laced on a looting with his brother officers, who hold the Honourable 
Comjany's commission like himself. 

“ 33. As tiie first .step towards the removal of tlie.se irregularities, and 
one which it is in the Company's own p(nvcr to take, 1 respectfully advise 
the Honourable Court to lend an ear to the memorials which have been 
addressed to them respecting the retiring pension ; and to permit their 
medical oflicers to retire upon })ensions under the same regulations as all 
other military officers. 

“ 34. Wlicnsoever the opjMu tunity may be open to it, I beg to urge 
upon the Honoiiralile Court the justice of reprefsenting strongly and 
pcrsevcringly to Her Majesty’s Ministers the claims of their medical officers 
to share reasonably and in a far larger proix>rtion tlian they do at j)rcscnt, 
in the military honours and decorations which are granted for services in 
the field. 

“ The absurdity of regarding a medical officer as a noricombatant is, 

I believ(\ abandoned. The medical oliticer comes constantly under fire 
like other m<jn. Every campaign which is fought exhibits the names of 
medical officers in the lists of killed and wounded ; and the returns invari- 
ably show that they still more often fall victims to their own exertions on 
behalf of their suffering comrades. 

Proof can hardly be required of such wx*ll known facts. If it be, th(? 
fatal record of the service wdiich our countrymen have been performing 
during the last year and a half in Turkey and the south of Russia will 
more than bear out the statement I have made. 

“ 35. But the most galling, the most unmeaning, and purposeless 
regulation by which a sense of inferiority is imposed upon medical officers, 
is by the refusal to them of substantive rank. 

The Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon rank nominally with the Captain 
and Lieutenant ; but the rank is only nominal. Wherever medical officers 
and others are brought together on public duty the former ha.s * no rank at 
* Has in original, a slip for have. 
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all ; and the oldest Surgeon on the list must in such case range himself 
below the youngest Ensign last posted to a Corps. 

“ 36. It is impossible to conceive how such a system as this could have 
been maintained so long on the strength of no better argument than that 
‘ it has been, therefore it ought to be.* 

" It is impossible to imagine what serious justification can be offered 
for a system which, in resj>ect of external po.sition, postpones service to 
inexperience, learning to ignorance, age to youth, a system which gives a 
Subaltern who is hardly free from his drill precedence over his elder who, 
perhaps, has served through every campaign for thirty years ; a S3’stcm 
which treats a member of a learned profession, a man of ability, skill, and 
experience, as inferior in position to a Cornet of Cavalry, just entering on 
the study of the Pay and Audit regulations ; a system in fine wliich thrusts 
down grey-headed veterans below beardless boys. 

"37. It is not necessary to refer to Parliamenbirx* evidence or to 
memorials for lostimony to tlie reality of this grievance. Its occurrence 
is notorious. It has happened frequently', it has hap])encd within my’ own 
knowledge, and not three months ago. 

“ 38. I trust that the Honourable Court will put forth all their energies 
to obtain from Her Majesty's Government (from which I i)resumc it must 
proceed) an abrogation of this regulation, so humiliating to mediceil officers, 
and therefore injurious to the service. 

" 30. I have only now to add a few words regarding the numerical 
.strength of the medical establishment. 

'* The Honourable Court have been pleased not long since to sanction 
an augmentation of the Medical Establishment. But demands are per- 
petually' increasing. The new furlough rules have the effect of augmenting 
largely the number of temporary absentees. The requisitions for medical 
officers are so constant and so urgent that it is still found impossible to 
detain young officers at the Presidency^ for that training, which is wi.sclyr 
enjoined by the regulations, and wdiich all authorities concur in regarding 
as essential to the usefulness of the y’oung Assistant Surgeon. 

1 beg therefore to recommend that the Medical Establishment should 
be revised annually ; that it should be kept uj) to its full strengtl) ; and 
that either a reserve should be added to it. or that supernumeraries should 
always be maintained, to the extent of at least ten per cent, on the regular 
strength of the Establishment. 

“ 40. Lastly. I have to observe with respect to the financial part of the 
question, that I do not pretend that the improvements now suggested and 
recommended can be effected without additional expense. Undoubtedly 
additional charge will be involved in these i)roposals. But I do not for that 
reason shrink from recommending them. I believe that the ordinary 
revenue of the country will be found amply sufficient to bear any such 
small additional charge, and I sincerely trust that the Honourable Court 
will not be deterred by such a consideration from introducing into the 
system of its medical service the great amendment of which it is susceptible 
and which it so much needs. 

*'41. I will now close this minute by recapitulating the several sugges- 
tions and recommendations which have been made them, regarding the 
Medical Service of the Elast India Company. 

** I. That the several Medical Boards should be abolished. 

II. That the control and management of the medical department in 
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each Presidency should be placed in the hands of a single officer, who shall 
be called the Director General. That tliis officer should be selected from 
among tlie Superintending Surgeons, or Staff Surgeons, and that his tenure 
of office should bo for five years. 

III. That the Director General should be assisted by two officers, 
to be called the Inspector General of Military Hospitals, and tlie Inspector 
General of Civil Hospitals and dispensaries ; and that they should be 
selected in the same manner irs the Director General. 

IV. That the Superintending Surgeons should henceforth be appointed 
invariably by selection, not by Scnio^itJ^ 

'' V. Tliat a grade of * Staff Surgeons * should be created, one in each 
circle and one at the Presidency, who should be appointed by selection 
from the Surgeons. 

" VT. That Assistant Surgeons, after seven years’ service, and on the; 
recommendation of the Director Gcnenil, should if they are in charge of a 
regiment receive the same staff sidary its a Surgeon holding a similar charge. 

" VJI. That the injurious inequalities wliicli are now maintained 
between medical and other oflicers should be removed. 

“ Vni. Especially that medical officers slunilil b(* permitted to Iuiac 
the same o])tion regarding retiring pension as all other officers of tlie Army. 

“ IX. Tliat medical officers should receive u fair ]noportionate share of 
military lionours and decorations. 

" X. Above all that tlie relative rank allotted to medical officers should 
no longer be nominal but substantive and real ; and tliat medical officers 
should thus be relieved from the humiliations to whicli they are now 
Jiabitually subjected. 

“ XI. That the medical department should not only be kept up to 
its full .strength at all times, but that a reserve or suiiei mimeraries should 
be maintained ; in order that young medical officers iriay be certain to enjoy 
those opportunities of gaining, on their lir.st arrival, experience, whicli the 
(Government is enjoined to provide for them, anil which is essential to 
their efficiency, but which they do not now^ obtain. 

42. I have now the honour to commend this important subject to tlie 
careful and the early consideration of the Honourable Court. 

“(Signed) Daliiousie. i^'Fcbyuary.^i^jh. 

“ (Signed) (iEOitci: Ansox." 

The Commandcr-in-Chief, General Anson, signed Dalhousie's 
minute without comment. Two other members of Council, Mr. 
J. Dorin and Genl. Low, wrote short notes of conc urrence. A 
fourth, Mr. John Peter Grant, wrote a long minute, dated 14th 
Feb., 1856, concurring on the whole with the Governor General's 
recommendations, but suggesting that, on acc(junt of the vast 
extent of the Bengal Presidency, the two I.G.’s, instead of 
inspecting military and civil hospitals respectively, should each 
inspect half of the Presidency. The fifth member, Sir Barnes 
Peacock, the Legal Member, wrote a short note, approving of the 
Governor General's minute, but agreeing with Mr. Grant that 
the two I.G.'s should each inspect half the Presidency. 
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The Governor General made a further note on the subject, 
dated 19th Feb., in which he said that the points raised by Mr. 
Grant were matters of detail, and open to further consideration. 

A new warrant for the I.M.S. was issued on ist Feb., 1859. 
The chief changes introduced were — 

Clause 3 : Examination for promotion to Surgeon. 

Clause 8 : Retirement at 55 and 65. 

Clause 9 : Title of Surgeon Major and rank of Lieut. -Colonel 
granted at tw(?nty years' service ; Surgeons to rank as Majors ; 
Assistant Siurgeons after six years' service to rank as Captains. 

Clause 15 : Honcjrary step to senior officers on retirement. 

Clause 15 : Appointment of Honorary Physicians and Surgeons 
to the Queen. 

The Stanley who signs this warrant was Edward Henry 
Stanley, afterwards fifteenth Earl of Derby. When his father, 
the fourteenth Earl, became Premier in 1858, he was appointed, 
on 5th June, 1858, President of the Board of Control, and was 
the last to hold that office ; and also, from 2nd Sept., 1858, the 
first Secretary of State for India. Subsequently he was Foniign 
Secretary under Disraeli, from 1874 to 1878, when he resigned ; 
and afterwards Colonial Secretar}- under Gladstone from 1880 to 
1885, wlion lie joined tlie new Liberal Unionist party. Ho died 
on 21st April, 1893. A curious episode in his life was that, after 
Otho of Bavaria, in 1862, had abdicated the throne of Greece, and 
after the Duke of Edinburgh had declined the offer of the crown, 
Lord Stanley was suggested for the vacant throne , but he declined 
to be nominated as a candidate. 

I.M.S. Warrant of V* February, 1859. 

“ I. The grades of medical otficers in our Indian Military forces shall be 
four in number ; * namely 

1. Inspector General of Hospitals. 

2. Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, ist Class. 

Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals, 2nd Class. 

3. Staff or Regimental Surgeon, who, after twenty years service in 

India in any rank, shall be styled Surgeon Major. 

4. Staff or Regimental Assistant Surgeon. 

• Footnote in original. — In substitution for the existing grades, namel\\ 

Inspector General of Hospitals . for Director General of "tiie 

Medical Department. 

Deputy Inspector General, ist Class . for Inspector General. 

. ditto ditto 2nd Class - for Superintending Surgeon. 

Surgeon Major for Senior Surgeon. 

Staff or Regimental Surgeon \ 

ditto ditto Assistant Surgeon / P ^ent. 
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" 2. No candidate shall be admitted to the competitive examination 
for a commission in the ^ledical Department of our army who does not 
possess such a certificate or certificates as would qualify a civilian to 
practise medicine and surgery. 

"3. No Assistant Surgeon sliall be eligible for promotion to the rank of 
Surgeon until he sliall have passed such examination as our principal 
Secretary of State for India in Council may require, and shall have served 
in India with the commission o£ Assistant Surgeon for five years, of which 
two shall have been passed in or with a legiment. 

“4. A Surgeon, whether on the staff or attached to regiments, must 
have servecl ten years in India, of which two must have bei?n passed, with 
the rank of surgeon, in or with a regiment, before he will be eligiVilc for 
promotion to the rank of Deputy Inspector General of Hospitals. 

“ 5. A Deputy Inspector C;cncral of Hospitals must liavc served three 
years in India in the first or second grade of that rank before he shall be 
eligible, for promotion to the rank of Inspector General. 

In cases, however, ol emergency, or wlicii the good of the service 
renders such alteration desirable, it shall be competent for the C»overnor 
General in Council to sliorleu tJic several periods of service above mentioned, 
in .such manner as he shall deem fit anti expedient. 

“ 6. Assistant Surgeons shall, as a general rule, be promoted to the rank 
of Surgeon in thcj order of their .seniority in the service, unless unfit for tlie 
discharge of their duties from physical or professional incompetence or 
misconduct. Jn cases of distinguished service, however, au Assistant 
Surgeon may be ]jroinoled by brevet, without reference to .seniority ; and 
ill such cases, with a \iew to ensure the responsibility attaching to an 
a])})ointment made out ol the regular course of promotion, the r e com mend a- 
tioii in which the services of the officer shall be detailed shall be publisJied 
in the General Orders of our I ndiaii military forces, and in the Gazette in 
which his ])romotion appears. 

*' 7. All promotion from the rank of Surgeon to that of Deputy J nspectoi*, 
and ironi the rank of Deputy Inspector to that of lnsj>cctor, shall be given 
by selection for ability and merit ; and the grounds of such selection shall be 
stated to us in writing, and recorded in the office of the Secretary of State 
for India in Council, tlie selection for the grades of Deputy Inspector being 
made from the whole rank of Surgeons, whether styled Surgeons or Surgeons 
Major. 

** 8. With a view' to maintain the efficiency of the service, all medical 
officers of the rank of Surgeon Major, Surgeon, or Assistant Surgeon, shall 
be placed on the retired list when they sliall have attained the age of fifty- 
five years, and all Inspectors General and Deputy Inspectors General when 
they .shall have attained the age of sixty-five years. 

9. Tlie relative rank of the medical officens of our Indian military 
forces shall be as follows : — 

*' Staff or regimental Assistant Surgeon as a Lieutenant, according to 
the date of his commission ; and after six years service in India, as Captain, 
according to the date of the completion of such service. 

“ Staff or regimental Surgeon as Major, according to the date of his com- 
mission ; and Surgeon Major as Lieutenant-Colonel, but junior of that rank. 

" Deputy Inspector General of the 2nd Class as Lieutenant-Colonel, 
and Deputy Inspector General of the ist Class as Colonel, according to the 
dates of their appointments respectively. 
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" JiLspcctor General oi llospiUils as Hrigadicr General, according to the 
date of his appointment ; if with an Army in the field, or after three years 
service in India as Inspector General, as a Major General, from the date of 
his joining such army in the field, or according to the date of completion 
of such service. 

lo. Such relative rank slialJ carry with it all ]?recedencc and advan- 
tages attacliing to the rank with which it corresponds, (except as regards 
the ])re.sidcncy of courtsmartial, where our will and pleasure is, that the 
.senior combatant officer be always president), and shall regulate the choice 
of quarters, forage, and prizemoney. But when a medical officer is serving 
with a regiment or detachment, the officer commanding, though he be 
junior in rank to such medical officer, is entitled lo a jirefcrence in the choice 
of quarters. 

‘'ll. Medical officers shall be entitled lo all the allowances granted to 
our Indian military forces, on account ol wounds and injuries received in 
action, as combatant officers liolding the same relative ranks. 

12 . 7'heir families shall, in like manner, be entitled to all the allow-- 
iinces graiit<jd, under existing regulations, to the families of conibatanl 
oliicers lidding the .same nrlativc ranks. 

" 13. Medical officers .shall be held entitled to the same honours as other 
officers of our army of equal relative rank.* 

" 14. A medical officer, retiring after a service in India of twenty-five 
years and upw'ard.s, may, if recommended for the same by the head of his 
department, receive a step of honorary rank, but without any con.sequent 
increase of pay, 

" 15. Six of the most meritorious medical officers of the army shall be 
named My Honorary Pliysiciaiis, and six, My Honorary Surgeons. 

“Given at our court at Windsor, this day of February, 1859, in the 
twenty-second year of our reign. By Her Majesty's command. Stanley." 

This Warrant nuiiained in practical force for a very short time. 
The I.M.S. was soon afterwards closed to competition, fur four 
and a half years, the last admissions being made on 1st Oct., i860. 
For the next four years the amalgamation of the I.M.S. with the 
A.M.D. was under the consideration of Governinenl, in India 
and in England. The following extracts, about the I.M.S., 
from a Minute on the Indian Army by Sir James Outram, Military 
Member of Council, dated 2nd Jan., i860, are taken from Physician 
and Friend, pp. 203-7, The name Dr. McLaren is a mistake, 
either in wTiting or in copying. There was no officer of that 
name high in rank in any of the Medical Services. It should be 
John McLennan, who entered the Bombay Medical Service on 
7th Ma/, 1821, became Physician General on ist Jan., 1849, 
retired on 26th Jan., 1855, and died in London on 5th April, 1874. 

* FooiKote in original. — “ This clause docs not extend to the compliments 
to be paid by gan i.son or regimental guards, as laid down in pages 29 and 30 of the 
Queen’s Regulations for the Army.*' 
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Extracts (about I.M.S.) from the on Indian .-h/ny by Sir J antes 

Oitiram, dated 2nd January, 1S60. 

" 67. There is one class ol officers in respect ol whom 1 would lain make 
a special appeal on this score, as they arc a class whicli, to our disgrace be 
it said, has been treated with singular harshness and illiberality alike by 
their military and civil superiors. I allude to the officers of the !Medical 
Department, a body of men who not only are unsurpassed by any other 
body in the Service for professional zeal and skill, gallantry and devotion 
to their duties, but have especially distinguished themselves by the success 
with which they have cultivated general science, and the earnestness with 
which they have applied themselves to the promotion of e(liicatif)n and 
other philanthropic, objects. Thesti men, especially those of the iiombay 
establishment, have been treated by us with such unfairness that a late 
Physician (General of that Presidency, a man whose* iiiime. is held in honour 
both in and out of his j)rofes.sion — 1 allude lo I)^‘ McLaren * — felt hinisell 
authorized to assure the late Lord Frederick Fitz-Clarence tliat, had any 
officer treated his dogboy in the manner in which the Court of Directors 
and Board of Control ha\‘e treated the Medical Sei \‘ice, lie would have been 
brought lo a Courl-lMartial, and cashiered for dishonourable breach ol 
failli. riu.‘ Physician (rciu-rars illiislralion was a strong one ; but after 
explanation, its justic<‘ was admitted by that (!omnuinder-in'Chief, who 
thenccfoilh lelt as warmly on tin., .subject a.s tlie head ol the I^lc?dical 
Department. 

“ 08 . In bcluilt of this noble and illused Service Lord Dalhoiisie made, a 
generous intcrjxi.-ition ; and, though liis Lordshij>\s efforts were at the 
time unsuccessful, liis appeal was so foicible, and his general views have 
been so earne.-.lly and ably supported by Lunl Canning, that ju.stice cannot 
long be (hmied them il the Army of India be kept a Local oiu^ ; Iml to the 
Medical Service amalgamation would be ruinou.s. 

“ 69. Than 1 .F Alexander, the Director-General of Her Majesty’s 
Militar^^ Medical Service, I am assured that no worthier or more honour- 
able man exists ; but he is only a man — of finite knowl<*dge and human 
feelings. He know's llie officers of his own Service ; he knows that many 
of them arc eminently deserving of that promotion wliich at present 
it is not in liis power to Ijestow, but foj which amalgamation would 
.afford an o])portunity. .*\nd, not knowing the men in tlv Local Army, 
his partialities would needs be in favour of tlie men of his own 
Service, to an extent that would prove ruinous to the just claims of the 
medical officers of tlio I.ocal Service. And cweii if h(' should deem it his 
duty, on the first opportunity, to promote to the. higher grades thosi- medical 
officers, the seniority' rules of wdiosc Service piownted their obtaining 
promotion for the .same sei-vdces cis secured promotion for tlieir more fortu- 
nate brethren of the Poyal Army, the very' number of promotions that 
have recently been made to the grade of Deputy-Inspcctoi in the Koyal 
Ser\nce would for a considerable lengtli of time prevent him from doing 
justice to those of the Local Service, whose names had been honourably 
mentioned by the various Generals commanding in the Field ; and ere these 
arrears of promotion were, disposed of, the claims of thost^ in whom as 
members of his own Service he naturally feels more interested, would liave 
again accumulated and pressed for favourable notice.'* 


* Slioukl lie McLennan. 
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A long and interesting extract from the Appendix to this 
Minute of Sir James Outram has been given in Chap. XXVIII, 
Surgeons as Civil and Political Officers. 

For the next four years, i860 to 1864, the amalgamation of the 
I.M.S. with the A.M.D., in the near future, seemed to be almost 
a certainty. Notifications in the Gazettes and General Orders 
during this period show othcers of the two Services relieving each 
other indiscriminately of charges with British and Native troops, 
and of Civil Surgeoncies. And, though the proposed amalgama- 
tion had been negatived by the Warrant of 7th Nov., 1864, olficers 
of the A.M.D. continued to be eligible for Civil Surgeoncies for 
over a year more. Letters from the Secretary to the Govt, of 
India, Mily. Dept., to the Civil Governments, Nos. 207 to 211, of 
7th Feb., 1866, quoted in LM.D. Circ. No. 26, of nth July. 1866. 
rule — 

'' Except in cases whore no ofiircrs of the Indian Medical Service are 
available or within reach, officers ol the British Medical Service arc not to 
be considered eligible for appointment to any Civil charge.” 

The Lancet of 27th June, 1863, published proposals for the 
amalgamation, quoted from the Times of India, and pointed out 
that the proposed changes would benefit the senior officers of the 
I.M.S. very little, but that the juniors would get a great accelera- 
tion of promotion. These proposals may b(' summarised as 
follows : — 

” (i) The I.M.S. is to form part of the British Medical Service, and all 
officers in it are to be eligible to serve everywliere in India, but not to be 
liable to serve out of India, unless they have ac'ce])tetl general service. 

” (2) All Medical Oflicers to be allowed to volunteer for general service, 
and the new line regiments to be oliiicered from lliose who do so. 

” (3) The names of those who volunteer to be retained on the list, and 
all are to retain their claim on the funds. 

” {4) All Medical Officers to be allowed the choice of Indian or British 
pension rules. 

” (5) Promotion to D.I.G. to be made according to the practice of the 
British Army. 

“ (6) Those officers who do not volunteer for general service to remain 
on their present footing, and to have a prior claim to civil appointments, and 
to the charge of native regiments. 

” (7) Promotions to be made immediately, to make the proportion of 
Surgeons to Asst. Surgeons the same in the Indian as in the British Ser\dce. 

” (8) Retrospective effect to be given to the I.M.S. Warrant of Jan., 
i860,* that it mav confer the same advantages as the A.M.D. Warrant of 
Oct., 1858. 

* Apparently the I.M.S. Warrant of ist Feb., iS^y, is nicaiil. 
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" (9) The rank of Surgeon Major in the Army to be given after twenty 
years service, without reference to absence on leave. 

“ (10) Pay to be consolidated, and headmoney abolished. 

" (n) Furlough pay for Surgeons to be eighteen shillings a day, for 
Asst. Surgeons seven shillings and tenpcnce. 

" (12) The Medical Staff for Bombay to consist of one Princip.'il I.tl.. 
one I.G., and six D.I.G.’s. 

" (13) There are to be one I.G. and six I).I.G.’s for the whole of India, 
selected from the British Service ; the proportion for each Pie.sidt'ncy not 
defined. 

“ (14) The Medical Fund to be guaranteed according to the rules existing 
on .’oth August, iSoo.” 

The above proposals embody a scheme not so much tor the 
amalgamation of the two Services, as for the absorption of the 
I.M.S. into the A.M.D. Provision is made for the future of all 
existing officers of the I.M.S. But the scheme does not seem to 
contemplate tlie continuance of that Service ; nor does it show 
how the Medical Service of India is to be provided in future, 
whether by volunteers from tin A.M.I)., or by officers of that 
department deputed for a tour of service in India, or otherwise. 

The proposals for amalgamatic'n were finally negatived by 
the I.M.S. Warrant of 7th Nov., 18O4, embodied in Mily. Letter 
No. 340 of 7th Nov., 18G4, from Sir Charles Wood, Secretary' of 
State for India, to the Indian Ciovernment. Earl de Grey and 
Ripon, mi.'ntioned in p:u as. 5 and 6, was at that date, from 1863 to 
1866, Secretaiy of State for War. He succeeded Sir Charles Wood 
as Secretary of State for India in 1866, was Viceroy of India from 
1880 to 1S84, and died so recently as 9th Jul}', i<)09. The Governor 
General who, as mentioned in para. 2, recommended the amalga- 
mation of the two SeiA'ices, was Lord Canning. Lord Elgin 
succeeded him as Governor General on 12th IMarch, 1862. 

Para. 8 states that it had been proposed to replace the I.M.S. 
by a Medical Staff Corps, for service in India, recruited bj?^ volun- 
teers from the A.M.D., in the same waj' as the Indian Staff Corps 
were recruited from the British Army. To do this, it was necessary 
to obtain sanction from Parliament to repeal that part of Act 16 
and 17 Victoria, which provided that all appointments to the 
I.M.S. should be made by open competition. This sanction the 
Government failed to obtain, the motion being defeated in the 
House of Commons, in 1864, by two votes.* 

The formation of such a Medical Staff Corps, in place of the 
• See Chap. XXll, Appointment to the Service, Examinations, Vol. 1 , p. 518. 



284 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN' MEDICAL SERVICE 

I.M.S., or, in other words, the future recruitment of the I.M.S, 
altogether by volunteers from the A.M.D., would probably have 
been the best solution of the problem, both for India and for the 
Service. It would have brought the Medical Service into line 
with the Indian Staff Corps, as regards the manner of its recruiting, 
and would have officered the I.M.S. with men who had already 
served in the A.M.D., and who volunteered for continuous ser\dcc 
in India wth a knowledge of what they undertook, and of the 
special advantages and disadvantages of siich service. But there 
were two great objections to this proposal, one from the Indian, 
and one from the British point of view ; objections which proved 
insuperable, when iimalgamation was again under consideration 
in 1880-1. Admission to the A.M.D. being restricted to men of 
unmixed European extraction, such a system of recruiting would 
have debarred natives of India from entering the Service. Ad- 
mission to the I.M.S. had been thrown open, ten years before, to 
all British subjects, witlujut distinction of race, and some natives 
of India had already entered the I.M.S., and were serving therein 
with credit. The Indian Government could not consent to the 
complete exclusion of Indians from the Service in future. And, 
on the other hand, under such a system of recruiting by volunteers 
from the A.M.D., the superior attractions of the I.M.S. would 
have drawn off the majority of the more energetic and ambitious 
members of the British Service, a result which would have been 
most unsatisfactory to the British Army. 

The statement, in para. 13, that ” the indiscriminate employ- 
ment of officers from cither Service in the supervision of both 
is impracticable, ri'ads curiously now, half a century later, when 
such a system has been in force for oyer thirty years. What was 
found impracticable in 1864 was found quite practicable sixteen 
years later, in 1880. It is true that strong objections were made, 
especially b}- the I.M.S., to the introduction of this unified system 
of administration. But these objections were made, not so much 
to the sj’stem itself, as to the reduction in the number of adminis- 
trative posts, and to the consequent loss of prospects of promotion, 
which necessarily accompanied the change. 

After the issue of this Warrant, the I.M.S. was again thrown 
open to competition, the commissions of the candidates who 
passed the first examination being dated 1st April, 1865. On 
this occasion the first place was taken by Kenneth McLeod, 
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afterwards Professor of Surgery in Calcutta ; while James Cleghorn 
and Robert Harvey, bi)th of whom had already passed through 
Nctley as candidates for the A.M.D., and both of whom later on 
in succession filled the post of Director General, stood second and 
third. 

The chief alterations made by the Warrant of 7th Nov., 1864,- 
were the following : — 

Para. i8 ; Strength of the 86 1, to be diminished. 

Paras. 22, 23 ; Promotion to Surgeon to be niiide on completion of 
twelve years’ service. 

Para. 27 ; All executive appointments to be tenable equally by orticers 
of all executive ranks. 

Para. 31 ; Limitation of tenure of ol'lice of D.l.G. to live ycar.s. 

Para. 35 ; Grant of increased pensions. 

Paras. 36, 37 ; Grant of higher pensions to I.G/s am! D.I. C'l.'s. 

Para, ; Royal commissions conferred on all officers of l.M.S. 

This new W’arranl, as sot forth in Mily. Letter No. 340, of 
7th Nov., 1864, from the Soeielary of State for Imlia to the 
Governor General of India in Coimeil, was published in India as 
G.G.O. No. 1060, of 23rd Dec., .iS6q. It is given in full b(‘low. 

f.oudrjn, 7'^* 1 (S6.p V'o JJis Hxccl/niry the 

Pi^hf lIion.iKHiLlt ili> i'n>ii'vnor Gcatral of India in Council. 

"Sir, -Para. i. In continuation of my des])atcli, No. 132, dated 
May ivSo^, and with reference to your reply tliercto, No. 242, of tlie 
29^*' June 186.4, I have now the lionour to communicate to your Lxi.ellency 
the decision at which Her Majesty’s (iovernnumt has arrived regarding the 
future establishment of medical officers for service in India. 

" 2. In a despatch, No. 82, dated 12**‘ March, 1802, the late (governor 
General in Council n'commended the formation of an amalgamated medical 
sei’^dce for the United army of Crreat firitain and India, and expres.sed 
liis concurrencc*gcncrally in a sclicmc for carrying out such a measure, 
embodied in a memorandum by Colonel Norman whicli accoiiijianied that 
despatch. 

" 3. A very important feature in the working of that siliemc w^as the 
unavoidable removal of medical oflicers from employment in India after 
a limited number of years service in that country, whatever their employ- 
ment might be. 

" 4. 1 was apprehensive tliat this might be attended with serious incon- 
venience, but, after much and careful consideration of the subject, I resolved 
to submit the proposal, with some slight modifications, for the concurrence 
of the Secretary of State for War. 

"5. 1 forward for your information the correspondence which has taken 
place upon the subject, by which your Excellency will perceive that Earl 
de Grey objects to the scheme mainly on the following grounds : — 

" That the employment of British Medical Officers for limited 
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periods in Civil stations in India would put a stop to the continuous military 
training secured under the present system of the Army Medical Depart- 
ment, and considered by him to be essential to the efificiency of the service ; 
that officers so employed might acquire habits of independence inconsistent 
with a due performance of regimental duties, and would have to return to a 
regiment at an age wlien men in general do not easily bend themselves to 
the practice of sulx)rdination required from a regimental officer of inferior 
rank. 

" 2**'*. His time, it is stated, would have been spent in treating diseases 
different to a great extent from those of soldiers, and he would have acquired 
no experience, and have had no occasion to practise that most important 
part of his duty as an Army Medical Officer, the prevention of disease. 
He would, in short, not be the officer whom the existing organisation of the 
Medical Department of the British Army contemplated, and whom it is 
the object of tlic costly and eUrboratc system recently established to j)rovide 
for the Army. 

*' 3*’', Karl dc Cirey further objects, that ' regimental duties with native 
troops are at present of a very different nature from those required in 
British regiments, and would not afford Medical Officers the training and 
experience which the new organisation has rendered essential ' ; and Iastl5^ 
his I-*ordship observes, tliat if the amalgamation were once carried out on 
these principles, it would bo extremely difficult, if not impossible, to 
abandon them here^ifter, wluitever might be the result. 

6. In my reply, 1 cxj)lained to Earl de Grey and Kipon my reasons for 
not being able to concur in the objections offered by Ins Lordship ; but as I 
felt satisliod that these objections had not been lightly entertained, I felt 
that it would bo useless to i)ress a reconsideration of the subject. 

“7, It was further obvious from the correspondence that any plan 
involving the withdrawal for a time from their regular duty of the officers of 
the Army Medical Department, would be liable to objection on similar 
grounds, and Her Majesty’s Government directed their attention therefore 
to the \)OSsibility of providing for the future demands of tlie Government of 
India by the formation of Medical Staff Corps for each Presidency. 

" 8. In order to obtain for the Medical Service in India the advantage 
of having its officers drawn from llur same source, and having passed tlie 
same examination as those of tlie British Army, and with a view of jilacing 
them on a footing of perfect equality, by obliterating as much as possible 
all distinction between the bodies of officers so employed and tliose of the 
British Army, it was proposed to form the several Staff Corps by means of 
Medical Officers of Her Majesty’s Servdee volunteering to join them. 

** 9. With this view, however, it became necessary to obtain the sanction 
of Parliament to the repeal of that part of the Act of the 16 and 17 of 
Victoria, cap. xcv, sect. 37. which prescribes the manner in which Medical 
Officers shall be provided for employment under the Government of 
India. 

10. Her Majesty's Government having failed to obtain the consent 
of f^arliamefit to a measure proposed with this view, it became necessar^^ to 
give up the scheme of a Medical Staff Corps, as proposed, and to revert 
again to the system of an entirely separate service as heretofore. 

“ II. The changes which have been recently made in the amount and 
composition of the military force in India, the transfer of the whole of the 
European troops to the British Army, and the reduction of the nati^'e force. 
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render necessary a corresponding reduction in the establishment of Medical 
Officers serving under the local Governments, as well as some change in the 
nature of their employment. 

‘*12. One of the objects aimed at in the contemplated union of the 
British and Indian Medical Ser\'ico was the abolition of the double adminis- 
trative stall in India. This advantage w^ould have been unattainable on 
the formation of Medical Staff Corps, and is equally so in the continuance 
of a separate service as now proposed. 

“ 13. It is obvious that a single medic.al staff for all India is only 
compatible with one amalgamated medical service, and that the objections 
advanced by the Secretary of State for War, and wliich have proved fcatal 
to the scheme of amalgamation, must apply with even greater force to any 
plan that would involve the indiscriminate employment of officers from 
either ser\ice in the supervision of both. 

" The evils that liave resulted up to the present time from the 
empl<.)yment of a double staff will, it is believed, disappear wdien the duties 
of the officers of the two services .shall have been entirely scpanited. The 
sole objection to such double staff will then consist in its expense. This, 
1 apprehend, will, on a readjust incnt of the local department of inspection, 
witli a view meeting tJic altered condition of the service, be found 
susceptible ol c onsiderable reduction. 

" 15. Her Majesty’s Government have therefore determined that the 
duties of the Medical Officers of the Jiritish Army serving in India shall in 
future be kept wholly distinct from those of the Mcxlical Olficers of the 
Indian Establisliment, and that there .shall be a separate administrative 
establishment for each. 

" 16. Under these circumstances, it will be necessary that the adminis- 
trative establisliinents in the several Presidencies should be revised, and the 
duties of the several medical officers of the higher grades redistributed, and 
1 request that you will take the .subject into early consideration, with a 
view of determining the number of Inspectors General and Deputy In- 
spectors GeiuTal of each service that will be required to conduct the adminis- 
trative duties of the re.spective services in each Presidency. 

“17. In my dcsiiatch No. 132, I authorized your augmenting the 
number of officers above the rank of Assistant Surgeon in Bengal to 152, 
Madras to 86, P.ombay to 60, leaving the aggregate e.stablishincnt of Medical 
Officers in each I’residency the .sanuj as before. 

‘*18. That establishment is at present a.s follows: — Bengal, ; 

Madras, 243 ; Bombay, 193. 

19, You were informed, in my des]>atch, No. 291, dated 8’** August, 
1863, that the War Office would take measures for relieving, as soon as 
possible, the Assistant Surgeons of the Indian Army from the brigades of 
Artillery and new Line Regiments, and the same cour-se will hereafter be 
adopted as a necessary consequence of the transfer of those regiments to the 
British Army, in regard to the Surgeons. A reduction in tlic establish- 
ment of Medical Officers required for service in India will necessarily 
follow, and I request that the subject of the number likely to be required 
henceforward in the several Presidencies may receive your early con- 
sideration. 

20. In making this calculation, you will, of course, take into account 
the several situations which may be properly filled up by Uncovenanted 
members of the medical profession. 
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“21. It is believed that, in consequence of all appointments to the 
local service having ceased during the last three years, the aggregate 
number of Medical Officers at present borne on the strcngtli of the several 
iVesidencics will be, if anything, below the prospective w’ants of the ser\’ice, 
but I shall make arrangements without delay for filling up vacancies as they 
may occur on your revised establishment. 

"22. The promotion of Assistant Surgeons who may hereafter enter the 
Indian Army will be regulated by length of service, and not, as heretofore, 
by succession to vacancies in a fixed establishment of officers of the higher 
grades. 

'* 23. Assistant Surgeons of tweh e years service from tJic date of first 
commission, (of whicli two years shall have been passed in charge of a Native 
l^egimcnt), who shall have passed the prescribed examination in professional 
subjects, will be promoted to the rank of Surgeon. 

'J'Jie benefit of this rule is to be extcndefl to all Assistant Surgeons 
now in tlie Indian service, but officers now in the si;.r\ icc who may be so 
promoted will lie considered suj'ierniiincraries to the establishment of Sur- 
geons as recently Laid dowai, so that no promotion by seniority will take 
])Iace until sueh siip<.‘rnumeraries arc absorbed. 

'* 25. You will make the promotions conse<iiient uj)on tliis concession 
from the date of the receipt of this despatch. 

26. In the despatch above referred to, 1 infonni'd you that you were 
authorized to introduce certain changes in the inodir of payment of Officers 
oi (he Medical Dejiartmont serving in In<lia, and you were informed that, 
pending a furllier communication upon the subject, Oflicers of the Rriti.sh 
or Indian Medical Service, holding staff appointments, llu* salaries of which 
are consolidated, will continue to draw their salaries as at ]u esent ; and all 
oflicers of the Indian Medical Department, in the rcceij)! of .stall .salaries, 
including sncli as are in medical charge of native regiments, will continue 
to draw the aggregate amount of pay and staff allowances they now receive, 
]u*ovided it be not less than the rate of pay laid down in the above tabic for 
officers of their rank and standing in tlie service. 

** 27. 1 ha\'c now to inform you that it has been determined that in future 
all employment on the part of Medical Officers of the Indian Service 
involving the receipt of special staff salary shall be considered as staff 
employmeut, the salaries being in all cases consolidated : and that all 
appointments, whether Civil or Military, lield in future hy Officers of the 
present Indian Medical Service below the rank of Deputy In.spcctor 
General, will be alike tenable by Surgeon Majors, Surgeons and Assistant 
Surgeons. 

" 28. The salaries of the princij)al Administrative and ^Military appoint- 
ments are fixed at the following consolidated sums : — Inspector General, 
2500 Rs : Deputy Inspector General, 1800 Rs, wdicthcr of the British or 
Indian Medical Service ; Surgeon Major in charge of Native Regiments, 
1000 Rs, with 90 Rs for horse allowance in Cavaliy^ Regiments ; Surgeon 
in charge of ditto. 800 Rs, wdth 90 Rs ditto ; Assistant Surgeon above 
five years full pay service, ditto, 600 Rs, with 60 Rs ditto ; Assistant 
Surgeon under five years ditto, 450 Rs, with 60 Rs ditto. But officers now 
in the Indian Serxice will receive the pay due to their rank as laid down in 
para. 10 of iny despatch No. 152 of 16^^ May 1864. when such pay is in 
excess of the consolidated salaries above-mentioned. 
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" 29. Officers who may hereafter be ai:)pointecl to tlie Indian Medical 
Service w'ill receive pay when unemployed in India according to the 
following scale : — 


RiUlk. 

Years Service. 

1 Unemployed Pay. 



Rs. 

a. 

P- 

SurRcon Major .... 

25 

K 83 

1 2 

0 

Ditto .... 

20 

832 


7 

Surgeon ..... 


(>77 

0 

T I 

Ditto ..... 

12 

640 

14 

r> 

Assistant Surgeon . 

10 

410 

0 

5 

Ditto ..... 

6 


5 

2 

Ditto ..... 

!> 

304 


2 

Ditto 1 

1 Under 5 

280 

TO 

0 


“ 30. The salaries of other medical appointments in tlie Civil and 
Military Dc]:)artments will be revised with reference to tlie above, and fixed 
at a consolidated sum ; and I reejuest that a report may be made to me 
upon the subject with as little delay as possible. Jii the meantime, the 
aggregate sums at [ncsont received in each case will continue to be 
drawn. 

'' 31. With a view of promoting the cflicicncy of the service, it has been 
furtlicT determiiK.'d liiat the tenure of oflice by a Deputy Inspector General 
of the Indian Service shall, as in the cii.se of Inspectors Gemeral, be limited 
to five years ; (.)Ificers being, however, if not discpialificd by age, eligible 
either for em])loymeiit for a second loiir of duty in tlic same grade, or 
for employment in the liighor grade of Inspector Cieneral by promotion 
thereto. 

" 32. You will follow, in the case of Officers now holding the oflice of 
Deputy Inspector Gcnerjil, the same course which your Government 
adopted in iS6i, in regard to combatant officers holding certain staff 
appointments, and permit all such to hold their offices for two years longer, 
in espective of the periods they may severally have served in them. Should 
any Officer have served up to the present time less than five years, he will 
be allowed to complete a full period of seven years. 

" 33. The rank of Ins]>ector General and Deputy Inspector General 
conferred upon officers of the Indian Medical Service under the Koyal 
Warrant of the J3*‘‘ January i860, is to be considered as substantive rank. 
These officers, on vacating office at the expiration of the five years tour of 
duty, will be permitted in future to draw respectively an unemployed 
salary of 1200 rupees per mensem in the former and 900 rupees in the latter 
case for a period of six months from the date of their vacating office ; after 
which they will be placed. wJien unemployed, on the rate of pay laid down 
in my despatch of the 16^^^ May, 1864, for Ofiicers of corresponding rank in 
Europe. These sums, deducted from the consolidated salary, will regulate 
the moiety of Staff salary to be drawn by Officers of those grades during 
absence on sick certificate. The decision reported in the third jjaragraph 
of your letter, No. 242 of 1864 will cease to operate from the date of publica- 
tion of the present despatch. 

“ .34- With a view to improving the position and prospects of Officers 
of the Indian Medical Service, it has been resolved to introduce prospectively 
the following revised pension rules. 

ir.I.M.S. — VOL. II. 


u 
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"35. Officers of the Indian Medical Service will be allowed to retire on the 
following scale of pension, on completion of the required periods of service. 

After 30 years service in India .... £550 

,, 27 M .. .... 456 

o 24 ,, .... 365 

,, 21 .... 292 

.. 17 .... 220 

" 3O. An Inspector Ciencral, after five years active employment in 
India in that grade, will be entitled to retire upon a pension of ;£350 per 
annum, in addition to that to wliich he may be entitled under the above 
scale. 

“ 37. A Deputy Inspector General will, after five years active emplo}?- 
ment in India in that grade, be entitled to retire upon a pension of per 
annum, in addition to the pension to which lie may be entitled under the 
above scale. 

" 38. In each of tlie above cases, six months absence 011 medical 
certificate will be allowed to count towards actual service in these grades. 

39- Officers now in tlic Indian Me<lical Service will, on retirement, 
have, the option of pension according to the above rules, or according to 
those now in force. 

" 40. My attention has been directed on this occasion to the rule 
regarding tlie (pialification of an Assistant Surgeon for promotion to the 
rank of Surgeon required under Clause 3 of the Royal Warrant dated 13'^' 
January i860. There can bo no doubt that this rule, which has been again 
brought to notice by a recent dcsjiatch from your Government, requiring 
a service of two years in or with a regiment, bears very hardly on many 
ofiicers, the nature of whose employment precludes their showing the 
required qualifications, and who on entering the service had no retison to 
suppose that such a regulation would be adopted. 

" 41. These considerations have induced me to consent to exempt from 
the operation of the clause of the Roy«al Warrant all the Assistant Surgeons 
who entered the service prior to its date. It i.s to be understood, however, 
that the rule is to be strictly enforced in the case of all Medical Oliicers who 
entered the service after JanvKir>% 1800. 

'*42. In my despatch, No. 152, of 16'^ May, 1864, para. 7, I informed 
you that Her Majesty's Government had determined to modify the in- 
structions given in my despatches of the 31=^^ October, i860, and 30^^* 
September, 1861, and to permit the period of service qualifying Surgeons 
for the rank of Surgeon Major, under that Warrant, to be calculated from 
date of first Commission, including all leave of absence of whatever kind. 

"43. I have now to inform you that the same principle is to be observed 
with respect to the grant of Honorary Rank on retirement, under Clause 14 
of the Royal W^arrant, and that the twenty-five years service qualifying 
for a step of Honorary Rank, the requirements of the clause in other 
respects being fulfilled, sliall be inclusive of all leave of absence. 

" 44.^ I have further to inform you that it has been determined, as in 
the case of combatant Officers of the Indian Army, to confer upon the 
Medical Officers of that Service Royal Commissions in substitution for those 
which they now hold, conferring rank in Her Majesty's ser\ice in any part 
of the v.x)rld. The Medical Officers of Her Majesty's Indian Service will 
not, however, be required to ser\'^e out of India, except with their own 
consent. 
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“ 45. I have, lastly, to inform your Excellency that Assistant Surgeons 
appointed to Her Majesty’s Indian Ser\Ticc in future will not be called upon 
to become subscribers to any Military or Medical Funds, and that Her 
Majesty’s Gk)vernment have determined to guarantee to prevent incumbents 
on and subscribers to the several Medical Funds the annuities and pensions 
to which they are, or to which they, their widows and children may become 
entitled from those funds, according to the regulations now in force, tind at 
the present rates of subscription. But this guarantee must be regarded as 
conditional on the absolute? transfer of the assets of the^ Fiiiul to the Govern- 
ment, and must not be construed as conveying to any Fund, or to any 
member of it, benefits w'hicli are not actually provided for in tlie regulations 
as at present in force. 

" 46. The widows and children of Medical Ofiicers hereafter appointed 
to Her Majesty’s Indian Service will be granted pensions not less than those 
to which they would bo entitled under the provisions of the Royal Warrant 
of June 13*^’ 1855. 

" 47. The above measures, which obviously tend greatly to improve 
the condition and prospects of the Medical Service in India, cannot ])e 
carried out. as your (lOverninent will at once perceive, without a heavy 
expense to the State. It is hoped, however, that the result will be at once 
to ditfuse a spirit of satisfaction and contentment among the ofiicers now 
in the .service, and to secure ff'r the future a certain suj>ply of Medical 
Oliiccrs of good social position, liberal education, and professional ability, 
for Her Majc.sty's .service in India. 

“ I have the honour to be. Sir. your most obedient, hiiinble servant, 

(Signed) Charlies Wood." 

The new Warrant is published at full length in the Lancet of 
26th Nov., 1864, pp. 617-19, and is discussed in a leading article 
in the same issue, p. 61 1, which points out the great advantages 
wliich the Warrant confers on the Service as regards the three 
great points of promotion, pa}', and pension. 

As regards promotion, the grant of tlie step from Assistant 
Surgeon to Surgeon on completion of twelve years’ service gave pro- 
motion at once to no less than fifty-eight officers, nine in Bengal, 
twenty in Madras, and twenty-nim^ in Bombay, besides ensuring a 
steady flow' of promotion for the future. The pay fixed in paras. 28 
and 29 of the Warrant also gave an increase all round. In this 
connection a table is drawn up showing the various scales of pay, as 
formerly existing, as fixed in May, 1864, and as now laid down, in the 
latter case both employed and unemployed pay being included in 
the table ; and it is pointed out that the new scale of unemployed 
pay will be a great boon to all medical officers employed on de- 
tached duty, aw- ay from their corps. Formerly the oldest 
Regimental medical officer, in such circumstances, drew no more 
than Rs.415. 
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The table given is as follows : — 

Past, Present and Future Monthly Pay to Medical Officers in 
Charge of Native Corps, including all allowances whatever, 
excluding fractions. 


Hanks. 

1 

Years Service.' 

1 1 

Old Scale. 

Present Scale. 

New Scale. 

; Extra with 
Cavalry. 

i 

1 • 

""Rs. 

Rs. 

’ '"rs. 

Rs. 

Surgeon Major . 

25 


88.S 

1000 

90 

Ditto 

' 20 

1 f 

852 ' 


1 > 

Surgeon . 

15 


i f '77 

800 

,, 

Ditto 

10 


640 1 

. . ■ 


Assist. Surgeon 

I 10 


; 410 

Ooo 

60 

Ditto 

i i 


392 

,, 

,, 

Ditto 

5 i 

, , 


, , 

,, 

Ditto 

, Under s 

, , 

: -28(1 

4 so 



The pensions given by the new warrant are also, it is pointed 
out, a considerable increase cm those formerly in force, and on 
those granted for similar periods of service in the Royal Army. 
They will, however, have to be earned by actual service in India, 
while officers of the A.M.D. put in part of tlicir service at home. 
It also appeared from the original wording of the Warrant, as if 
the periods of service for pension were periods of actual service in 
India, without allowing any deduction for furlough. This, 
however, was not intended ; and a despatch from the Secretary 
of State for India, dated 24th March, 1865, and quoted in the 
Lancet for 24th June, 1865, (p. 681). lays down that — 

“ the aggregate period of service in India, noted in para. 35 of my 
despatch dated 7"' November last. No. 3(>, i.s to include the periods of 
leave hitlierto allowed to reckon under the new furlough rules as service 
for pensions.” 

The amount of leave thus allowed to reckon as service for 
pension was four years’ furlough in thirty years’ service. 



CHAPTER XXXVI H 


1865 TO 1896 


** One generation passeth away, and another generation coincth, but the earth 
abideth for ever/' 


Ecclesiastes, chap, i., verse .4. 


With tlic nimieroiis uppoinlmcnts made on ist April, 1865, 
the Service enterc*d Tipt>n what niaj'^ be called the final stage 
in the histoiy of the old with its three ‘'Establishments," 

Bengal, Madras, and Bomba5^ This stage lasted for thirty-one 
years, or just about a generation ; and came to an end when 
the last appointments wore made, on 29th July, 1896, to these 
three establishments, the place of which was taken, from 28th 
Jan., 1897, by the new combined or general Service. 

This stage saw many clianges of importance, the abolition in 
1873 of the rank of Assistant Surgeon, and the alteration at the 
same time of the administrative titles from I.G. and D.I.G. to 
S.G. and D.S.G. ; the abolition, in 1880, of the rank of Lieutenant 
for junior Surgeons ; the introduction in the same year of closer 
relations between the A.M.D. and the military branch of the 
I.M.S., WTth a practical amalgamation in the administrative 
grades ; the grant of military command in hospitals in 1889 ; 
and the introduction in 1891 of the compound titles, including 
that of Surgeon Lieutenant. The grant of military titles, in 
1898, falls in date under the next chapter, though, of course, the 
great majority of those on whom those titles were conferred 
belonged to the old Ser\dce. 

In 1867 the appointments of Presidency Surgeon were 
abolished, by G.G.O. No. 370 of 4th April, 1867, with effect from 
the date when they should be vacated by the officers then holding 
them. There were three Presidency Surgeons in Calcutta. 
The officers who held equivalent posts in Madras and Bombay 
were known as District Surgeons ; there were four in Madras and 
three in Bombay. The men holding certain medical appointments, 
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chiefly Professorships, in the three Presidency towns, still carry 
on the duties formerly performed by the Presidency Surgeons, 
and are still sometimes called by that name. But they all carry 
on these duties in addition to those of their regular appointments, 
w'hereas, prior to 1867, the Presidency Surgeons were appointed for 
these duties, attendance on official patients, onty. The pay of 
the Presidency Surgeons w'as not large, but the}? usually held other 
minor appointments, with attached allow-ances, in addition to 
their Surgeoncies ; and, their official duties being light, they 
were able to find time for large private practices. 

In 1868-69 the executive charge of district jails was made 
o\?er to Civil Surgeons, who had, of course, performed the medical 
duties ever since jails w'cre first established. This charge was 
first given in Bengal, by Bengal Govt. Resolution of 24th Nov., 
1868, republished in I.M.D. Circ. No. 75 of 8th Dec., 1868. 
With the appointment of the Cml Surgeon as Supt. as well as 
Medical Officer of the district jail, a frequent source of friction 
was removed, and a marked improvement in administration 
effected. 

In 1868 also new furlough rules were introduced. Twice 
again during the period covered by this chapter, in 1875 and in 
1886, were new and improved fmlough rules brought in. These 
have all been fully considered in Chap. XIX, Furlough and Leave. 

In i86g, G.O.G.G. No. 392 of 2nd April, ordered that no 
extension of service should be granted to any medical officer, 
under the rank of D.I.G., after he had attained the age of 58. 
The Company’s medical officers, as a matter of course, all got an 
extension of service from the age of fifty-five to that of fifty-eight, 
if they wished for it, and were physically fit. After they had 
died out, extensions after the age of fifty-five were very sparingly 
granted, and only in cases where the services of individuals 
were specially required, not more than some four cases in all,* 
until by para. 12 of the Royal Warrant of 13th March, 1908, 
Lieut.-Colonels on the selected list, who attained the age of fifty-five 
before they had completed thirty years’ service for pension, were 
allowed, if physically fit, extensions of service to complete thirty 

• Sir George King, (B. 1865), 12th April, 1895 to 28th February, 1898 ; 
F. A. Sniytli, (B. iSO^, 27th July, 1897, to 27th July, 1898 ; J. Young, (B. 1872), 
5th August, 1900, to 31st March, 1902 ; J. Duke, (B. 1872), 14th June, 1902, to 
31st October, 1902. 
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1865 TO 1896 

years, and so earn the full pension. This concession lias been 
withdrawn, being no longer necessary, as regards all future entries, 
after the grant of pensions, graduated by yearly increases, in 
June, 1911. 

In 1870 admission to the Service was again closed for two 
years, no new commissions being granted between ist April, 1870, 
and 30th March, 1872. On the reopening of the Service to com- 
petition, a large number of vacancies were filled up, no less than 
forty successful candidates receiving commissions, twenty-eight 
in Bengal and twelve in Madras. Bombay got none. The list 
was headed by Alexander Crombie, an officer of the highest pro- 
fessional merit and distinction, who had previously served in the 
A.M.D., and who, after holding for some ten years the post of 
Civil Surgeon of Dakka, and for ten years more that of Surgeon 
Supt. of the Presidency European General Hospital in Calcutta, 
retired from the Service on 7th April, 1898, before his turn for 
promotion had come. He died in London on 29th Sept., 1906, 
having, since his retirement, filled the posts of Lecturer on Tropical 
Diseases at Middlesex Hospital, juid member of the Medical Board 
of the India Office from 1900 to 1902, and having received the 
C.B. on 22nd August, 1902. An analysis of the careers of the men 
of this batch is made in some remarks on longevity, in Chap. XL, 
General Remarks. 

By the Royal Warrant of loth May, 1873, the rank of Assistant 
Surgeon was abolished, though Surgeons still retained the relative 
rank of Lieutenant for their first six years’ service ; the rank 
of Surgeon Major was given at twelve years’ service ; and the 
titles of S.G. and D.S.G. substituted for those of LG. and D.I.G. 
This warrant was published in India as G.O.G.G. No. 673 of 
1st July, 1873, and in the I.M.D. Cires. for that year. It is given 
in full below. A similar warrant for the A.M.D. had been pub- 
lished on ist March, 1873, 

G.O.G.G. No. 673 0/ 1st July, 1873. — " In pursuance of G.G.O. No. 671 
of this date, the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct the publi- 
cation, for general information, of the Royal Warrant, dated the lo*** May, 
1873, regulating the promotion, relative rank, &c., of the Indian Medical 
Service. 

“ ' Victoria R. 

" ‘ Whereas We have been pleased to approve of the reorganisation of 
Our Indian Medical Service, Our vdll and pleasure is that Our Warrant of 
13*** January i860 be cancelled, and that from and after the date of this 
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warrant, the following rules shall be established for the future promotion 
and relative rank and allowances of the medical Officers of our Indian 
Military Forces, and that by these rules Our Viceroy and Governor General 
in Council, and the Governors in Council of Madras and Bombay respec- 
tively, shall be governed : — 

" ‘ I. The grades of medical officers in our Indian Military Forces shall 
be four in number, vis. : — 

1. Surgeon General. 

2. Deputy Surgeon General. 

3. Surgeon Major. 

4. Siu-geon. 

" * 2. A Surgeon shall be promoted to Surgeon Major on completion of 
twelve years* service from date of first Commission, subject to his passing 
such examination as our Principal Secretary of Slate for India in Council 
may reejuire. 

* 3. In cases, Jiowovcr, of emergency, or when the good of the Service 
renders such alteration desirable, it shall be competent for the Secretary 
of State for India, on the recommendation of Our Viceroy and (iovcriior 
General of India in Council, to shorten the period of .service above men- 
tioned, in such manner as he .shall deem fit and expedient. 

** * 4. All promotion from the rank of Surgeon Major to that of Deputy 
Surgeon General, and from the rank of Deputy Surgeon (General to that 
of Surgeon General shall be given by selection for ability and merit ; 
and the grounds of such selection shall be stated to us in writing, and 
recorded in the office of the Secretary of State for India in Council. 

** * 5- With cl view to maintain the efficiency of the service, all medical 
ofTiccrs of the rank of Surgeon Major shall be placed on the retired list 
when they shall have attained the age of 55 years, and all Surgeons General 
and Deputy Surgeons General when they shall have attained the age of 
65 year.s ; but as respects Surgeons Major, who entered the service prior 
to the 13^** January 1860, this rule shall be relaxed, and an officer who 
has attained the ago of 35 years without having obtained the rank of 
Deputy Surgeon (General shall be permitted to remain in the Service for 
tliree years more, on his perfect competency and fitness being certified in 
such maimer as Our Secretary of State for India may direct. In any 
special case where it would appear to be for the good of Our Service that 
the officer should continue in employment, he may be so continued, subject 
in each case to the sanction of Our Secretary of State for India in Council. 

" * 6. The relative rank of the medical officers of Our Indian A'lilitarj’ 
Forces shall be as follows : — 

'* * Surgeon as a Lieutenant, according to the date of his Commission ; 
and after six years' service as Captain, according to the date of the com- 
pletion of such service. 

" ‘ Surgeon Major Jis Major, according to the date of his commission ; 
and after 20 ^^ears' service as Surgeon and Surgeon Major, as Lieutenant 
Colonel, but junior of that rank except for choice of quarters. 

** ' Deputy Surgeon General as Lieutenant Colonel, according to the 
date of his commission ; and after five years' service as Deputy Surgeon 
General, as Colonel, according to the date of the completion of such service. 

• Surgeon General as Brigadier General, according to the date of his 
commission ; if with an army in the field, or after three years* service as 
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Surgeon General, as a Major General from the date of his joining such 
army in the field, or according to the date of the completion of such service. 

" ' 7. Such relative rank sluill carry with it all precedence and advantages 
attaching to the rank with which it corresponds (except as rcgaids the 
presidency of courts martial, w^here Our will and pleasure is, tliat the 
senior combatant officer be always president), and shall regulate the 
choice of quarters and the rates of prizemoney. 

' 8. Medical officers shall be entitled to all the allowances granted 
to our Indian Military Forces on account of w'ounds and injuries received 
in action as combatant officers holding the same relative ranks. 

" ' 9. Their families shall in like manner be entitled to all the allowances 
granted, under existing regulations, to the families of combatant officers 
holding the same relative ranks. 

" ' 10. A medical officer, retiring after a service of 25 years and upwards, 
may, if recommended for the same by the Government of his Presidency, 
receive a step of honorary rank, but witliout any consequent increase of 
jiay. 

" ' II. Six of the most meritorious medical olllcers of tlie service shall 
be named Our Honorary Pliysiciaiis, and six Our Honorary Surgeons. 

*' ‘Given at Our Court: at Windsor, the day of May 1873, in the 
Thirty Sixth year of Our Kcign.' 

G.O.6.6'. No. 674 of ist July, 1873. — In accordance with paragraph 1 
of the Foyal Wanant, publislKHl in the foregoing General Order (No. O73, 
dated 1"’ July 1873), officers of the Indian Medical Service will from this 
date bear the following designations : — 

*' Insyicctors General and Deputy Inspectors General of Hospitals will 
be styl(?il Surgeons General and Deputy Surgeons General respectively. 
All Surgeons will be styled Surgeons Major, and all Assistant Surgeons, 
Surgeons, respectively. 

'' Future appointments and promotions in the Indian Medical Depart- 
ment will be made in accordance with the above dc.signations." 

G.G.O. No. 671 of 1st July, 1873, above-mentioned, intimates 
the receipt of the Royal Warrant of loth May, 1873, and states 
(clause 3) — 

“3. The rates of pay and allowances drawn in India by ofiicers of the 
two services respectively are not in any way affected by these warrants.” 

The rank of Major General was given to Surgeon Generals, 
from the date of their af)pointment, by the Royal Warrant of 
14th Sept., 1876, publi.shed in India as G.O.G.G. No. 1117 of 
1st Nov., 1876, and republished in LM,D, Circs, for that year. 

From 1st April, 1S79, Civil A.M.O.'s, D.S.G.'s with the local 
-rank and title of S.G., were appointed for Bengal, the N.W.P. 
(now the U.P.), and the Panjab ; and the civil duties, chiefly 
inspection, of the military D.S.G.'s in those provinces came to an 
end. 
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In 1879-80 the question of the amalgamation of the I.M.S. 
with the A.M.D. was again the subject of long and deliberate 
consideration. The Lancet of 22nd Oct., 1881, republished from 
the Bombay Gazette a precis of a despatch sent home by the 
Indian Government, regarding this proposed amalgamation. 

" (i). The whole of the I.M.S. to be united with the A.M.D. into one 
Imperial Service, to be styled the Royal Medical Service. 

** (2). Officers of the present Indian Service to be eligible for service 
everywhere, but not out of India except at their own request. 

" (3). All new appointments to be made to the Royal Service, so as to 
maintain the whole Medical Service at its full strength. 

'' (4). Officers to be eligible for civil situations, but to return to military 
employment, as a rule, after five years in Civil employ. 

(5). One .staff to be formed for the medical duties of all India, to be 
composed of officers ol both Scri'ices, and to be equal in strength to the 
present Indian Medical Staff. 

" (0). All medical officers of the Indian Service to have the option of 
Indian or Briti.sh retiring allowances, but this in no way to interfere with 
the claim to retiring allowances from the medical funds.’' 

After the consideration of the subject had been concluded, 
and some of the proposed changes had been made, papers on the 
subject were printed by order of the House, of Commons. These 
papers and proposals were discussed in an Editorial article in 
the Lancet of 7th March, 1885, (pages 444, 445), which rims as 
follows ; — 

“ In the papers on the subject of Indian Army Reorganisation, printed 
by order of the House of Commons, there is an interesting document on the 
Medical Service in India. Tlie Reorganisation Commission iiointed out 
the importance of abolishing the costly system of maintaining a double 
staff, and submitted their views of the mode in which this change should 
be effected. The Government of India w^ere fully impresssed with the 
necessity for a radical reform of the Medical Service, and were satisfied 
' that the needful improvement, both cconomiciil and administrative, is 
to be found only in some measure of unification.’ They were not, however, 
satisfied with the scheme proposed by the Conunission, and invited the 
two heads of the Medical Service in India, Dr. Crawford, Surgeon General, 
Her Majesty^’s Forces (now Director General of the Army Medical Depart- 
ment), and Dr. Cuniiigham, Surgeon General with the Government of 
India, to prepare a memorandum on the subject, based upon two con- 
ditions, which were deemed essential. ' First, that there should be only 
one Medical Service for India ; and, secondly, that complete authority 
over the Medical Ser\”ice serving in India, as to employmient, distribution, 
and remuneration, shall rest with the Government of India. A joint 
memorandum, prepared by these two officers, and dated Simla, 12^** 
August, 1881, was submitted to the Government, and considered by them 
* to satisfy all the essential conditions of the case, and to provide a 
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satisfactory solution of the difficulty.' It is a document of some length, 
and bears evidence of careful consideration, having regard to efficient and 
economical administration, and to respect for the rights and privileges 
of the existing forces. The memorandum recommends that there should 
be but one Medical Department, to be styled the Royal Medical Service, 
and to be divided into two branches, one for general and the other for 
Indian service, but that in any national emergency the Indian branch 
should be available, witli the sanction of the Indian Government, for 
service in any part of Her Majesty’s dominions ; and the general branch, 
with the sanction ol the Home Government, for service in India, It 
proposed that the Indian branch should be recruited by volunteers from 
the general list of officers under three years’ service, that they should 
form one service for all India, primarily military, but also civil ; tJie lirst 
two years to be spent in strictly military duty ; after that period officers 
to be eligible for civil employ if they have passed the language test, but 
liable at all times to be recalled for military service if wanted. After ten 
years continuous civil service, it they do not return to military duty, they 
must look for promotion to the admini.strative grade in civil brancli 
only. 11 is recommended that exchanges should be freely allowed between 
tlie general and the Indian branches, but no Jiiigade Surgeon of the Indian 
branch to be eligible lor ]>roniotion to De{)uty Surgeon General of that 
branch iinlCvSs he has had live years' Indian service above the rank of 
Surgeon, and no Deputy Surgeon G(MKral to be allowed to exchange into 
the Indian brancli who has not had this qualifying service. Iransfer also 
should be jiemiitted from one branch to the otlicr, when required in the 
interests oi the service, and subject to the cc^nciiiTcnt approval of both 
Secretaries of Stat(\ The inemoraiulum proposes one administrative head, 
w'ith the Government of India, for the wffiok; Indian Medical Service, with 
a special rate of ]y,\y, who should recommend for all departmental pro- 
motions, and distribute officers to the several sections iccpiiring them, 
civil, military, and sanitary ; transferring medical officers from military 
to civil ser^'ice and vice versa, as may be necessary, but not interjering with 
the employment of any officer after being so posted, which would rest 
with the Administrative Medical Officer immediately concerned. The 
Indian Director General ‘ would communicate witli the Director General 
of the Royal Medical Service in all matters regarding recruiting, cxcharigc-s 
and transfers, and would report all casualties by death, retirement, etc. ; 
he "would also, as Sanitary Commis.sioncr, prc‘parc, as at present, an annual 
Sanitary Report for the whole of India.* Under the Director General 
there would be a Surgeon General for the Army, on the Staff of the Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief, charged with the medical administration, and having 
the control of the medical staff of the forces, and provided with the necessary 
administrative staff. The Civil medical administration would continue 
much as at present, but without the local rank of Surgeon General, the 
chief in each Local Government and Administration being designated 
simply as ‘ Principal Medical Officer.' Such arc the most important of 
the recommendations for the reorganisation of the Royal Medical Service, 
For the subordinate Civil Service, it is proposed to constitute an ' Indian 
Medical Service ' consisting of two classes, — Assistant Surgeons and Civil 
Medical Officers, recruited from natives of India who are licentiates or 
graduates of medicine of an Indian College, the admission to be by 
competitive examination, and the promotion by seniority on passing an 
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examination test, but with power to promote specially Assistant Surgeons 
who have distinguished themselves, or for the Governor General to appoint 
direct to the higher grade should he think fit. The olficers of this branch 
of tlie service to be liable to be called upon, on emergency, to perform 
work in military hospitals within their own province, or with troops of 
their own province serving elsewhere. 

'* The reporters have fully considered and reported the mode in which 
this propo.scd system may be carried out w'ith greatest advantage to the 
service and without inllicting any injustice upon the officers now serving, 
but it does not appear necessaiy here to enter upon such details. They 
also have discussed the question of pay and allowances, and recommended 
the abolition of iht; distinction of unemployed pay, — a recommendation 
which has already been acted upon. We arc glad to find also that they 
call attention to the injustice so frequently inflicted on officers who are 
required to jiay llieir own expenses c>n being rc;nioved to a new charge. 
' An officer so moved from a doing-duty, or a so-called " unemployed " 
position to an officiating medical charge, whicli may not bring him more 
than one hundred ruxiecs a mouth, but who, in eoiisequenee of tlie increased 
j ato of pay he will draw, is obliged to join at liis own expt'iise, is frequently 
involved in expenses which months of siicli allowances will not cover.' 
We trust that this regulation, against whicli we have so frequently pro- 
tested, will soon be abolished, and one of the causes of justifiable dis- 
content on the part of the Indian medical officers be thus remov ed. They 
also recommend a revision of the regulations by which charge pay is 
drawn by officers going on furlough or accepting Civil ap])ointmenls, 
while the officer who actually discharges the duty receives only a inodihed 
allowance ; the rule adopted in the Army Medical Staff should be followed, 
that charge money be drawn by the officer on whom the diit^^ and 
responsibility devolve. 

A letter from the Under Secretary of Slate for War reviews these 
recommendations, and states that Mr, Childers, who was then Secretary 
of State, did not concur in the \dews of the reporters. The principal 
grounds of dissent were that he thought the proposed change would have 
the effect of diminishing the supply of candidates, as ‘ the attraction of 
Indian service as an inducement held before the whole body of candidates 
would be seriously diminished ; ’ that the least eligible of the candidates 
would bo left for tlic British branch of the service ; that both India and 
Great Britain would be losers in the matter of varied experit;ncc on the 
part of medical olficers ; and that the proposed scheme w'ould be more 
expensive to India than a simple unification. Mr. Childers approved, 
however, of the proposal for the amalgamation of the two services, and 
suggested tliat, as the number of appointments to be supplied by the 
Army Medical Department would be increased, the term of five years 
for service in India should be raised to seven, and that an officer selected 
for a civil appointment should be allowed to volunteer for another term 
of sev'en years. 

“ We have endeavoured to summarize as briefly as possible the recom- 
mendations contained in the memorandum. It gives the carefully con- 
sidered opinions of two officers of long and varied service, representing 
the twro branches of the existing Medical Servace. The dual service in 
India has already been considerably modified, and it appears desirable 
in the interests alike of the public and of the officers of the Medical Service, 
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tliat still further impro\ements sliould be introduced. The form wiiich 
these should take is cleiirJy laid down in the momoranduin now published, 
as well as the objections to it from a War Olfice point of v-iew. It is 
obvious that the present system of two distinct and independent services 
working together in India is open to very serious objection, and that 
measures must be adopted to remedy the inconvenience and reduce the 
expense arising from such an arrangement. The principles laid down by 
D* Crawford and Cuningham appear well calculated to effect these 
objects, and at the same time to preserve intact the rights of officers in 
accordance with the conditions of tlie warrant.s under whicli they joined 
the service. Whatever form of dcpiirtmental organisation may be adopted, 
we trust the Government will give due effect to the recommendations 
bearing upon the existing system of charge pay and of travelling 
expenses.'* 

These proposals for amalgamation were found unsatisfactory 
on both sides, on the British, bt^caiise it was feared that the 
superior attractions of Indian s(‘rvi('e would draw off most of 
the best men . from that of India, because they prevented the 
admission nf Indians to the superior Medical S(Tvice. 

The changes actually carried out fell far short of these pro- 
posals. They amounted practically to a partial amalgamation 
of the military medical administration of the two Services. They 
are detailed in G.G.O. No. 13 of 2nd Jan., 1880. republished in 
LM.D. Circs, for that year, pages 1 U) 4. 

" Changes in the organisation of the Medical Administrative Staff of the 
Army in India, 

G.G.O. So. i.s, dated 2^ Jan.. 1880. 

" Under instructions from the Secretary of State for India, the Right 
Hon’ble the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct tlie following 
changes in the organisation of the Medical Administrative Staff for the 
Army in India. 

** From the 31^* M;u-ch, 1880, the British Army Medical DepfUtmerit 
and the Indian Medical Department will form one department for the 
medical administration of the Army in the three presidencies. 

" 2. The establishment for the Bengal Army wnll consist of — 

I Surgeon General. A.M.D. j 

I Secretary to Surgeon General. A.M.D. I at Headquarters. 

I Secretary to Surgeon General, I.M.D. ) 

0. The statistical duties for the Army, British and Native, will be 
performed by the Statistical Officer attached to the Sanitary 
Commissioner with the Government of India. 
b. The eleven circles of medical superintendence will be dis- 
tributed as follows, each being held by a Deputy Surgeon 
General : — 
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A.M.D. LM.D 


1. Allahabad Division . i - 

2. Lahore Division - i 

3. Meerut Division . i -- 

(Oudh Division i ^ 

^‘(Rohilcund District ) * ^ 

5. Rawal Pindi Division i - 

6. Sirhind Division , i - 

7. Eastern Frontier District -- i 

8. Presidency District . -- i 

(Gwalior District / 

(Saugor District ) 

10. Peshawur District 

11. Panjab Frontier Force 


3. For tlie Madras Army — 

I Surgeon General, A.M.D. | 

1 Secretary to tlie Surgeon General, I.M.D. ) 


it Headquarters. 


a. The six circles of medical superintendence will be distributed as 
follows, each being held by a Deputy Surgeon General. 


r. 


3 - 


- 1 - 


5 - 

6 . 


(Centre District ( 

(Nortliern District ^ 

(Southern District ^ 

^ Malabar and C^nara District 
J Mj'sore Division ) 

K>ded Districts ) 

J Hyderabad Subsidicuy Force |f 
( Hyderabad Contingent ( 

(Nagpore Force / 

(Central India Kegiments ) 
British Burma Division 


I -* 


1 


1 


1 

1 

1 


4. For the Bombay Army — 

1 Surgeon General, A..UD. ht Headquarters. 

I Secretary to Surgeon General, I.M.D.) 
a. The four circles of medical superintendence \nll be distributed 
as follows, each being held by a Deputy Surgeon General. 

A.M.D. I.M.D. 

I ' Presidency District 
Bclgaum 
Aden 

2. Poona Division . . i 

(Northern Divison ) ^ 

(Mliow Division ) 

4. Sind District . 
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" 5, With the exceptions which are named below, all these officers will 
be relieved from any civil administrative duties they may have hitherto 
performed. 

" 6. The Deputy Surgeons General of the Eastern Frontier District 
and of the British Burma Division will, in addition to their military duties, 
exercise the civil metiical administration of their res])e<tive provinces, 
and will also perform the duties of Sanitar\' Commissioner in them. 

“ 7. The Deputy Surgeons General of the Pan jab Frontit?r Force and 
of tlie Sind District will exercise the civil medical administration of these 
provinces. 

S. After making provision for the civil medical administration of the 
remaining provinces of British India, the ostablisliment for which w’ill be 
duly notified in the proper department, there will remain, below the rank 
of Surgeon General, in excess of the establishment to be maintained for all 
duties — 

Army Medical Department. 

2 Deputy Surgeons General. 

5 Sii]>erintcnding Surgeons Major. 

2 Secretaries to Siirgeon^i General. 

I Slalisiical Oliiccr to Surgeon General. 

Indian Medical Department. 

b Deputy Surgeons General. 

■' <). Orders have already been issued by Mer Majesty’s (iovernment 
for the withdrawal of the; surplu.s a<lmniistralive officers of the Army 
Medical Department. 

" 10. With a view to provide for the retirement, on favourable, terms, 
of the surplus officers ot tlie Indian Medical Service, tlie Kight Mon'ble the 
(iovernor (h neral in Council is pleased to ofler to the Surgeons Cieiieral 
and Deputy Surgeons Geiunal of the threci armie.s, their lelireinenl on the 
extra i)ension of their grade with an iionorary stej) in rank, notwithstanding 
that they may not have compl(*ted the ciualifying service or these pensions. 

" II. 'J'lie number of retirements in eacli army wall be restricted to two. 

” 12. The option of retirement will be given in order of seniority, but 
applications to retire, which must be made to the Military Department of 
the Government to which the officer belongs, cannot be accepted after tlie 
31st March, itfSo.” 

Clause II of l.A.C. for Jan., 1880, reprinted in I.M.D. Circs, for 
that year, page 7. states — 

“ Instructions. With reference to the foregoing ((i.G.O. No. 13 dated 
2*'^ January 1880), it is to be understood that, though the Surgeons 
General of the three armies w'ill ordin*arily be taken from the British 
Medical Department, the Government of India reserve the power of appoint- 
ing specially qualified Officers of either Service to any of those positions." 

As a matter of fact, during the fifteen years the above scheme 
of medical administration was in force, no officer of the I.M.S. 
ever was appointed to one of these posts of Surgeon General. 
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In 1905, by Indian Army Order No. 492 of that year, this 
administrative amalgamation was carried a step farther ; circles 
of superintendence were no longer reserved, som(? for the A.M.D. 
and some for the I.M.S., but officers of both Services were made 
equally eligible, in equal numbers, for all these appointments. 
These orders are given in the next chapter. The New Combined or 
General Service. 

After th(^ issue of the above orders, G.G.O. No. 13 of 2nd Jan., 
1880, th<' Civil Administrative Medical :ippointments throughout 
India were also reorganised, by Govt, of India, Home Dept. 
Not. No. 150 <»f 15th March, 1880, republished in l.M.D. Circs. 
for that year, pages 10 to 13. These orders are as follows : — 

'* Changes in the Administrative Staff of the Indian Medical Department 
in the several provinces of India. 

” Home Dept. Notification No. 130, dated 15 March 18S0. 

** I. In continuation of General Order No. 13, dated Jan. j"'*, 18S0, 
in the Military Department, and subject to sucli modiUcalions a.s may 
hereafter bo deemed necessary, the Ciovernor General in Ci>nnt:il is pleased, 
with the sanction of Her Majesty's Secretary of State, to issue the following 
orders regarding the Administrative Stall of the Indian Medical Depart- 
ment in the several provinces of India. 

” 2. From the 31^^ March, 1880. the following administrative appoint- 
ments will be made : — 

MuntUly !«alary. 
ks. 

One Surgeon General with the Government of India . 2700 

One Deputy Surgeon General, with local rank of Surgeon 

General, for Civil Medical Administration in Bengal . 2250 

One Deputy Surgeon General, with local rank of Surgeon 

General, in the North Western l^ovinces and Oiidh . 2250 

One Deputy Surgeon General, with local rank of Surgeon 

General, in the I^injab ...... 1800 

One Deputy Surgeon General for Civil Medical Adminis- 
tration in the Central Provinces ..... 1800 

One Surgeon General for Civil Medical Administration in 
Madras ......... 2500 

One Secretary to the Sutgeon General, Madras, (consoli- 
dated) ......... Soo 

One Surgeon General for Civil Medical Administration in 

Bombay ......... 2500 

One Secretary to the Surgeon General, Bombay, (consoli- 
dated) 800 

** 3. The Surgeons General with the Government of India and with 
the Governments of Madras and Bombay will, in addition to performing 
Civil Administrative duties, be heads of the Indian Medical Departments 
in their respective Presidencies. It will be their duty, among other matters, 
to propose transfers between the Military and Civil Departments ; to 
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recommend for promotion to the Admitiiitrati\'C Grades, and to advise 
the Government on questions relating to tlie admission of oflicers and 
subordinates to the Indian Service, to the conduct and services of Indian 
Medical officers of all grades, and to the supply of medicines and hospital 
stores. The Surgeon General with the Go\'crmncnt of India will be en- 
titled to receive any information he desires from the Surgeons General 
and Deputy Surgeons General attached to the Local Governments and 
Administrations, but he will exercise no direct authority over them. 
These officers will be solely under the orders of the Local Govermuent 
or Administration to which each belongs. 

“4. Officers will lx? selected for the abo\c-namcd admin is trati\’e 
olhees by the Government of India for the Bengal Presidency and by the 
Governments of Madras and Bombay for their Presidencies respectively. 
Selections will be made in each Presidency from the whole Indian Medical 
Service of that Presidency ; and the principles of selection hitherto followed 
in making such appointments, will be observed. Surgeons General and 
all Deputy Surgeons General, including tho.se wiio may have the local 
rank of Surgeon General, will count their five years term of ofhee from 
the date of their first entering on the duties of their rank, whether in the 
Military 01 Civil branch of tlie service. 

*' 5. The Deputy Surgeon ( icneral for the Central IVovinces will also 
be Sanitary Conimissioiier lor those IVovinces. As already notified in 
the ^Military Department Order above quoted * the Deputy Surgeons General 
of the La.stern listrkt and (.>f iliti British Burma Division will, 

in addition to their militai y duties, exercise the Civil Medical Administra- 
tion of tlieir re.spc( live Provinces, and will also ]>eiform flic duties of 
Sanitary Coinmi.‘'.sioiicrs in them.' The Deputy Surgeons Cieneral of the 
Panjab Frontier Force, and of the Sind Distiicl;, will also exercise the 
Civil Mvdical administration of those Circles. In respect of these Civil 
duties they will be subject to tlic orders of the provincial Surgeon 
General. 

“ 6. In all l^roviiices for w'hich a separate Sanitary Commissioner is 
sanctioned the Sanitiiry Department will remain distinct from, and not 
subordinate to, the ^ledical Department. The Sanitary Comiiiissioner of 
Madras and of Bombay will, in future, have the rank and privilegc.s of a 
Deputy Surgeon General, as soon as he attains twenty-six years service, 
or as soon as any officer below him on tlie list is promoted to the adminis- 
trative grade ; and, subject to the same conditions and limitations, the 
Sanitary Commissioner of Beng^d, the North West Provinces, and the 
Panjab, will have the rank, pay, and privileges of a Deputy Surgeon 
General. This rule will apply to officers now holding the appointment of 
Sanitary Commissioner in these Provinces. The five years tenure of office 
by a Sanitary Commissioner in each province will reckon from the date 
oi his attaining the rank and privileges of a Deputy Surgeon General. 
In the appointment of officers to be Sanitary Commissioners the same 
principles and procedure will be adopted as in the promotion to Deputy 
Surgeon General in the Military and Civil Administration ; but in the 
selection for such posts knowledge and experience as a Sanitary Officer 
will be specially considered. 

7. The supervision of the Vaccination Department will form an 
important part of the duties of the Samtary Commissioner in each province. 

H.I.M.S. — VOL. II. X 
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The separate appointment oi Superintendent General of Vaccination, 
where it still exists, will be abolished, and this officer as well as the 
Superintendents of Vaccination \^'ill become a Deputy Sanitary Com- 
missioner, under the orders of the Sanitary Commissioner, who will utilize 
not only them, but also the whole vaccination stafi and the Civil Surgeons 
as far as possible in Sanitary work. 

" 8. Although the administration of the Indian Medical Department 
is divided into two branches, — Civil and Military, — Indian Medical Officers 
will remain as now. Military Officers, those in Civil employ being only lent 
to the Civil Department, and liable to be called on for military duty in 
the event of their services being required. 

" 9. Officers holding appointments which are abolished under these 
orders — viz. the Superintendent General of Vaccination, Panjab, and the 
Sanitary Commissioners for the Central Provinces and British Burma — 
will receive a personal allowance, making the emoluments of their future 
offices equal to the pay they now draw." 


By Govt, of India, Home Dept., Medical, Order No. 7-336-42, 
of 30th July, 1880, republished in I.M.D. Circs, for that year, 
page 27, it was laid down that certain minor Administrative 
Medical appointments should be filled as follows : — 

Central India ; by the Residency Surgeon, Indore. 

Andamans ; by the Senior Medical Officer, who should be 
inspected by the D.S.G., Burma Division, but otherwise 
independent. 

Berar ; by the Sanitary Commissioner, Bcrar. 

Rajputana ; by the Supt. General of Vaccination and Dispen- 
saries, Rajputana. 

This last appointment was abolished by Govt, of India, 
Foreign Dept., Order No. 699 G. of 25th April, 1895, published 
in I.M.D. Circs, for 1895, page 17, and the duties imposed as an 
extra charge on the senior Residenc}' Surgeon, who was given an 
allow-ance of Rs.300 a month for doing them. The appointment, 
however, was re\dved in 1901, and again abolished in 1913, the 
duties being handed over to the Civil Surgeon, Ajmir, with an 
allowance of Rs.250 a month. 

In the Proceedings of the Govt, of India, Mily. Dept., No. 2106 
S.C. of 19th Oct., 1880, republished in I.M.D. Circs, for that 
year, i>ages 49 to 52, were laid down rules for the relations of 
officers of the I.M.S. to the S.G. with the Government of India, 
the head of the I.M.S. , and the S.G., Her Majesty's Forces, the 
Head of the A.M.D. in India, respectively. 
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“ Relation of officers of the Indian Medical Service to the Surgeon General 
with the Government of India and the Surgeon General, Her Majesty's Forces, 

'* Extract from the proceedings of the Govt, of India, Mily. Dept., No. 
2106 S.C., dated Simla, igth Oct. 1880. 

'* It being desirable that the relative authority of the Surgeon General 
with the Government of India and tlie Surgeon General, Her Majesty’s 
Forces, over the officers of the Indian Medical Service shall be defined, 
the Government of India direct — 

" I. That surgeons of the Indian Medical Service appointed to Bengal, 
on arrival at Bombay, shall in accordance with the ' instructions ’ * (copy 
of whicli will then be furnished to them) send their letters of appointment to 
the office of the Surgeon General with tlie Government of India, by whom 
they will be at once forwarded to the Military Department. Thereon the 
officers will be gazetted as having come on a given date on the Bengal 
Establishment, and will be formally placed at the disposal of the Cora- 
iiiander-in-Chief in India for military duty. Meanwdiile, and in anticipa- 
tion of this formal notification, the officers, in the absence of any order 
to the contrary, will proceed at once to Allahabad, and on arrival there, 
will report themselves to the D(?puty Surgeon General of that Circle for 
military duty. 

" Thenceforward, and until the officer may be witJidrawn for other 
employment, lie will be under the authority of the Surgeon General, Her 
Majesty's Forces, from whom he will receive all orders of His Excellency 
the Commander-iri-Chief in India for his employment, postings, transfers, &c. 

" The withdrawal of an officer for Civil cm]>loyincnt will not be per- 
mitted until he has completed two years actual military duty, and then 
only provided liis services can be spared. Should the interests of the 
public service, however, very urgently demand his withdraw\'il before the 
completion of Ids two years course of military duty, an exception may, 
under the orders of the Governor General in Council, be made, as a very 
rare and special case, in the above general rule. 

“ 2. All officers of the Indian Medical Service arc, subject to the above 
restriction, eligible for civil duties ; yet, however employed, they remain 
liable at any time to be recalled for military duty. Such recall can only 
be made by the Government of India in the Military Dex)artment. During 
the whole period of an officer's employment on any other than military 
duty under the Commander-in-Chief, and until he is formally replaced 
at His Excellency's disposal, he will be under the authority of the Surgeon 
General with the Government of India or of the Local Government under 
which he may be serving. 

“3. A minimum establishment for the requirements of the army and 
for all other sanctioned appointments will always be maintained. This 
will include the prescribed margin for absentees on furlough or sick leave. 
Lists of the appointments controlled by the two Surgeon Generals are 
annexed ; but it will be considered that the army has the first claim on 
the medical service, and that any officer whose services are required wdth 
the army may be placed at the disposal of the Commander-in-Chief. 

* Footnote in original.—” Instructions referred to in paragraph 1. Para. 11, 
Surgeons are allowed to count their service for furlough and pension, as well as 
to draw Indian pay and allowances, from date of arrival in India. The period 
of service at the Army Medical School at Nctley will reckon as service for the 
full pay pension only." 
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‘'4. All applications lor medical oliiccrs required for Civil employment 
should be addressed by Local Governments to the Go\ ernment of India 
in the Home Department. 

"5. As the Surgeon General with the Government of India is the 
actual administrative head of the Indian Medical Service, and should, 
tiierefore, have the means of keeping an accurate record of the services 
of all officers belonging to it, such returns and reports, including con- 
fidential reports, furlough statements, &c., as are considered necessary 
for this purpose by the Military Department will, as regards officers under 
the orders of the Commander-in-Chicf, be furnislied to the Head of the 
Department by the Surgeon General Her Majesty's Forces. 

" Applications lor furlough of officers under the Commandcr-in-Chief 
will be forwarded by the Surgeon General, Her Majesty's Forces, through 
the Surgeon General with the Government of India, so that all such appli- 
cations may be dealt with for the Service as a whole ; and all such officers 
while on furlough or leave will remain 011 the list of the Surgeon Cicncral 
Her Majesty's Forces. 

“ Appendix — 

List of appointments referred to in paragraph 3. 

Under Surgeon General with the Government of India : 

All Medical Officers in civil employ ; 

Surgeon to His Excellency the Viceroy ; 

I’rincipal Medical Storekeeper ; 

Medical Storekeepers ; 

Medical officer, Lawrence Military Asylum, Sana war. 

Under Surgeon (.Tcneral, Her Majesty's Forces : 


Deputy Surgeons General in military employ . . .5 

Secretary to Surgeon General . . . . .1 

Surgeon to His E.Kcellciicy the Commaiuler-iii-Chiol . . 1 

Garrison Surgeons ........ 3 

Sappers and Miners ....... 1 

Nineteen Bengal Ccivalry Regiments . . . .10 

Forty-five Native Infantry Regiments . . . .45 

Four Gurkha Regiments . . . . . 4 

Panjab Frontier Force, 17 (viz. 5 Cavalry ; Guides 1 ; 

Sikhs 4 ; 6 Infantry, Panjab Infantry 5, Gurkhas i) .17 
Doaba Outposts ........ i 

Central India Horse (a) . . . . . . 2 

Malwa Bhil Corps (a) . . . . . . .1 

Bhopal Battalion (a) ....... i 

Deoli Irregular Force (6) . . . . . . .1 

Erinpura Irregular Force (6) . . . . . .1 

Meywar Bhil Corps (ft) . . . . . . .1 

Mhairwara Battalion (b, c) . . . . . .1 


(а) . Civil Corps, Administered by Deputy Surgeon General, Kampti 
Circle of Madras Presidency. 

(б) . Civil Corps — Will be administered by the Superintendent General 
of Dispensaries, Rajputana. 

(c). Under medical charge of the Civil Surgeon, Ajmere." 
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The changes made by the orders of 13th Jan., 1880, were 
very unpopular in the Service, which lost six military adminis- 
trative appointments. Now, when more than thirty years have 
elapsed, looking back on these changes, wc may admit tliat the 
I.M.S., as a whole, gained rather than lost. While six administra- 
tive posts, as Military D.S.G.’s, had been abolished, three new 
civil administrative appointments of the same rank had been 
made j\;st before, and five appointments as Sanitary Commissioner 
were now made to carry administrative rank, from the date when 
their holders completed twenty-six years' service. But that 
individuals suffered severely from these changes is certain. To 
many of the senior Brigade Surgeons in military employment, 
who, by the abolition of the six posts of D.S.G., lost all chance 
of attaining to administrative rank, which they might otherwise 
reasonably liave expected, it was small consolation that their 
juniors in the Sanitary Department got that rank, with its advan- 
tages in the way of higher pay and pension, and went over their 
heads, at a period much earlier than they could have expected 
such promotion, if thej- had been serving in the regular line. 
Indeed, so unpopular was the change, that it lasted for only six 
years. In 1886 the orders by whicli the Sanitary Commissioner- 
ships carried the rank of D.S.G. were cancelled, and the “ extra 
compensation pensions " given instead. The grant of these extra 
pensions, which again are only available to olficers who entered the 
Ser^^ce before the end of 1889, might be considered a fair com- 
pensation to the Service as a whole for the lost administrative 
appointments. But this grant was made too late to ccjmpensatc^ 
the chief sufferers by the change, who had all retired uncom- 
pensated some years before.* 

For some years prior to 1879 recruiting for the A.M.D. had 
been difficult, and the supply of candidates had almost ceased. 
On 27th Nov., 1879, a new Royal Warrant for the A.M.D. was 
issued, giving improved terms, which brought forward a plentiful 
supply of applicants for admission to the Department. These 
improved terms were extended to the I.M.S. by a Royal Warrant 
dated i6th Nov., 1880, issued in India as G.G.O. No. 13 of 7th 
Jan., 1881, and republished on page 2 of I.M.D. Circs, for that 
year. Under this Warrant the examination for promotion was 

• See also Chap. XVII, Rank, and Chap. XX, Pensions , Vol. I, pp. 348-9 ; 450-1 . 
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abolished by omission, (clause 4). the rank of Brigade Surgeon was 
introduced, with effect from 27th Nov., 1879, the date on which 
this new rank had been given to the A.M.D. ; and the rank of 
Captain was bestowed on newly appointed Surgeons from date 
of commission. This last change was found to be a mistake, and 
was very unpopular with the Army in general. Senior sub- 
alterns, of six to twelve years’ service, many of whom had seen 
much active service, were naturally aggrieved at finding newly 
joined medical officers made their seniors in rank. Ten years 
later, the rank of Lieut(mant was again introduced, both in the 
A.M.D. and in the I.M.S., for medical officers under three years' 
service. What would probably have been the fairest treatment, 
as regards rank, to all concerned, would have been to have given 
to medical officers, who usually enter the Army from four to 
eight years older than subalterns, the rank of Lieutenant on first 
joining, but with five or six years' seniority in that rank, and to 
hav<! assimilated their future promotion to that of the Indian 
Staff Corps, giving each step at the same length of service as in 
the Staff Corps, with the advantage to the Medical Department 
of the extra years of service, as suggested, on entry. 

The Royal Warrant of i6th Nov., 1880, is given below, with 
G.G.O.’s No. 375 and 376 of 8th July, 1881, republishing the short 
Royal Warrant of 20th May, 1881, on the precedence of Brigade 
Surgeons ; and the Royal Warrant of 6th July, 1881, piiblished 
as G.G.O. No. 459 of igth Aug., 1881, giving the rank of Lieutenant 
to the Surgeons on probation at the Arm^’ Medical School. 
These Warrants arc also republished in l.M.D. Circs, for 1881, 
pages 36, 37, and 44. 

" G.G.O. No. 13, dated 7'* January, 1881. 

*' His Excellency the Governor General in Council is pleased to direct 
the publication of the following Warrant, dated the November, 1880, 
regulating the promotions, relative rank, &c., of the Indian Medical 
Service : — 

" ' Victoria, by tlie Grace of God of the United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faitli, Empress of India. 

" ‘ Whereas We deem it expedient to revise the rules for the promotion 
and relative rank and allowances of Our Indian Medical Service, Our will 
and pleasure is that Our Warrants of lo^*" May, 1873, and 14*^ September, 
1876, be cancelled and that from and after the date of this Warrant the 
following rules shall be established, and that by these rules our Viceroy 
and Governor General in Council, and the Governors in Council of Madras 
and Bombay respectively, shall be governed. 



1865 TO 1896 


311 

" ' I. The grades of Medical Officers in oiir Indian Military Forces shall 
be five in number, viz. — 

1. Surgeon General, 

2. Deputy Surgeon General. 

3. Brigade Surgeon. 

4. Surgeon Major. 

5. Surgeon. 

' 2. The relative rank of the Medical Officers of our Indian Military 
Forces shall be as follows : — 

Surgeon General, as Major General, according to the date of his com- 
mission. 

Deputy Surgeon General, as Colonel, according to the date of his 
commission. 

Brigade Surgeon, as Lieutenant Colonel, according to the date of liis 
commission, or according to the date upon which he completed 20 years 
ser\dce as Surgeon and Surgeon Major. 

Surgeon Major, as Major, according to the date of his commission ; and 
after 20 years ser\’icc as Surgeon and Surgeon Major, as Lieutenant Colonel. 

Surgeon, as Captain, according to the date of his commission. 

‘ 3. Such relative rank shall carry w^ith it all precedence and advantage 
attaching to the rank with which it corresponds, (except as regards the 
presidency of courts martial, where enr will and pleasure is that the senior 
combatant officer be always president), and shall regulate the choice of 
quarters and the rates of prizemoney. 

‘ 4. A Surgeon shall be promoted lo Surgeon Major on completion of 
12 years service from date of first commission. 

“ * 5. In cases, however, of emergency, or when the good of the service 
renders such alteration desirable, it shall be competent for the Secretary 
of State for India, on the recommendation of our Viceroy and Governor 
General of India in Council, to shorten the period of service above mentioned 
in such manner as he shall deem fit and expedient. 

' 6. All promotion from the rank of Surgeon Major to that of Brigade 
Surgeon shall be given by selection for ability and merit. 

“ ' 7. All promotion from the rank of Brigade Surgeon to that of Deputy 
Surgeon General, and from the rank of Deputy Surgeon General to that 
of Surgeon General, shall be given by selection for ability and merit, and 
the grounds of such selection shall be stated to us in writing, and recorded 
in the office of the Secretary of State for India in Council, 

* 8. With a view to maintain the efficiency of the service, all medical 
officers of the ranks of Surgeon Major and Brigade Surgeon shall be placed 
on the retired list when they shall have attained the age of 55 years, and 
all Surgeons General and Deputy Surgeons General when they shall have 
attained the age of 60 years ; but as respects Surgeons Major, and Brigade 
Surgeons who entered the service prior to the 13^** January, i860, this 
rule shall be relaxed, and an officer who has attained the age of 55 years 
without having obtained the rank of Deputy Surgeon General, shall be 
permitted to remain in the service for three years more, on his perfect 
competency and fitness being certified in such manner as our Secretary 
of State for India may direct. In any special case where it may appear 
to be for the good of our service that the officer should continue in em- 
ployment, he may be so continued, subject in each case to the sanction 
of Our Secretary of State for India in Council. 
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‘ 9. Medical officers shall be entitled to all the allowances granted to 
Our Indian Military Forces on account of wounds and injuries received 
in action, as combatant officers holding the same relative ranks. 

” ‘ 10. Their families shall in like manner be entitled to all the allowances 
granted, under existing regulations, to the families of combatant officers 
holding the same relative ranks. 

“ ' A medical officer, retiring on a pension after a ser\*ice of 20 years and 
upwards, may, if recommended for the same by the Government of his 
Presidency, receive a step of honorary rank, but without any consequent 
increase of pay.' " 

" Precedence of Brigade Surgeons. G.G.O. No. 375, dated July, 1881. 

" Whereas by article 2 of our Warrant of the 16^^^ November, 1880, 
revising the rules for the promotion and rclativ^e rank and allowances 
of our Indian Medical Service, w’e did, amongst other things, direct that 
Brigade Surgeons and Surgeons Major after 20 years service should have 
the relative rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

'' Our Will and Pleasure is, and We do hereby direct, that a Surgeon 
Major of our Indian Medical Service who, on promotion to the rank of 
Brigade Surgeon, is granted under the provisions of our said warrant the 
relative rank of Lieutenant Colonel, shall take precedence of all Surgeons 
Major who may be holding such relative rank. 

** (Given at Windsor, 20’^* May, 1881)." 

'• G.G.O. No. 376. dated July, 1881. 

" With reference to the Royal W^arrants published in G.G.O. 's Nos. 374 
2tnd 375 of this date, it has been laid down by Her Majesty's Government 
that the precedence of Brigade Surgeons over Surgeons Major established 
by these Warrants is intended to take effect only amongst themselves, 
and that the precedence of Brigade Surgeons with respect to combatant 
officers will continue to be governed by the rules laid down in the Royal 
Warrants of the 27^*' November, 1879, and November, 1880, re- 

spectively.” 

" Title and Rank of Candidates for I.M.D. at Army Medical School. 
G.G.O. No. 459, dated August, 1881. 

” Whereas We deem it expedient, with a view to the assimilation of 
the grades of Our Indian Medical Service to those of Our Army Medical 
Department, to provide for the appointments to Our Indian Medical 
Service being in the first instance made on probation. 

” Our Will and Pleasure is that from and after the date of this Our 
Warrant — 

” I. The grades of Medical Officers in Our Indian Military Forces shall 
be six in number, the under-mentioned grade being added to those enume- 
rated in article one of Our Warrant of November, 1880, viz. — 

6. Surgeon on Probation. 

” 2. A Surgeon on Probation shall have the relative rank of Lieutenant. 

" (Given at ’Windsor, 6^^ July, 1881).” 

In 1881 the system of station hospitals for British troops in 
India was introduced, in the place of the former regiTi?ental 
hospitals, by Clause 147, 7.-4. C., July, 1881, republished in 
I.M.D, Circs, for 1881, page 41. The regimental hospital 
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system, though often threatened, is still maintained in the Indian 
Army up to date, (1913), 

In 1882-83 occurred the agitation about “ unemployed pay,” 
which, though long ago forgotten, created a good deal of stir at 
the time. The I.M.S. had been recruited to its full strength 
during the Afghan war, and, when the army returned to its 
cantonments in India, there were more junior medical officers 
available for duty than the number for which employment could 
be found. On top of this came the disbandment, in 1882, of some 
thirty regiments of the Indian Army, throwing out of employ an 
equivalent number of medical officers, for whom, of course, other 
posts had to be found, before any of the juniors, who had not yet 
obtained them, could get permanent appointments. Most of 
the men of four or six years’ service, who were officiating in 
medical charge of regiments, were thus debarred from obtaining 
permanent appointments till a large number of their seniors, 
displaced from the disbanded regiments, could be provided for in 
the vacancies caused by death and retirement. Similarly the 
juniors were imable to obtain officiating appointments, and re- 
mained on unemployed pay. In the summer of 1883 there were 
a very large number of junior medical officers on unemployed 
pay. Rupees 286, annas 10 per month. It may be admitted 
that, small as the ])ay was, the work was even less, many of them 
were doing absolutely nothing. But all were ready and eager to 
work, if work could be found for them, and all were disappointed 
in not being able to obtain at least officiating appointments. 

The junior medical officers, both those officiating and tho.se 
unemployed, sent in memorials to Government, and the subject 
was brought up in the House; of Commons, their cause being 
championed by Mr. Gibson, M.P. for Dublin University, after- 
wards Lord Ashbourne, Lord Chancellor of Ireland. It was 
answered that the Surgeons on Rs.286 unemployed pay had 
little cause of complaint, w'hile the imemployed pay of a Lieu- 
tenant was only Rs.217 ; but this argument lost its force w'hen 
it was pointed out that unemployed Surgeons were numerous, 
while such a thing as an unemployed Lieutenant was unknown, 
the most junior Lieutenants in the Indian Army receiving Rs.ioo 
acting allowance as officiating Wing Officers, in addition to their 
tmemployed pay. This agitation had some effect, the rate of 
unemployed pay was raised in 1885 to Rs.317, and subsequently, 
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in 1897, the lowest rate of pay drawn on joining was raised to 
Rs.35o.* But most, if not all. of those who had taken part in 
the struggle, had obtained, some permanent and some officiating 
appointments, before even the first of these increases was given. 

Coupled with the unemployed pay grievance was another, 
caused by the rule enforced by the Mily. Accounts Dept., which 
of comrse had no choice in the matter, that an officer transferred 
from one appointment to another on higher pay, should make 
the move at his own expense. Under this rule a Surgeon might 
have to travel at his own expense from one end of India to another, 
say from Calcutta to Peshamir, or vice versa, and then draw the 
officiating allowance at his new station for a few months only. 
Had this occurred to each individual only once, it would not have 
been so hard. But a Surgeon, officiating in a regiment, when 
relieved, reverted at once to imemployed pay, and his next move, 
even if ordered only a few days later, was again a transfer to a 
better paid billet, necessitating his paying his own travelling 
expenses again, and so on, time after time, until he at last got a 
permanent appointment. 

The Memorandum issued at this time by the India Office to 
intending candidates, stated that no officer could draw any 
higher rate than imemployed pay until he had passed the Lower 
Standard examination in Hindustani. It was not unnatural 
that this stipulation should be taken to mean that an officer would 
be entitled to higher pay as soon as he had passed the L.S., 
though certainly this was not expressly promised. The L.S. was 
then a very easy examination, the standard has since been 
greatly raised. The Memoranda issued by the India Office now, 
and for many years past, distinctly state that the passing of this 
examination in itself gives no claim to a higher rate of pay. 

There is much in a name, in spite of the proverb, and the 
very phrase, “ unemployed pa5^” was in itself a grievance. 
While most of the men on this rate of pay had little to do, some of 
them were from time to time doing very hard and tr5dng work. 
A Surgeon who had no permanent appointment, placed on special 
duty in a cholera epidemic, remained technically imemployed, 
and was reasonably aggrieved when he found himself drawing 
only unemployed pay for doing much harder and more trying 

• See Chap. XVIII., Pay. In 1903 the unemployed pay of a Lieutenant 
was raised to Ks.430. See also footnote at end of this chapter. 
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work than his seniors or contemporaries who had the good fortune 
to hold permanent or officiating appointments. 

Had the plirase " general duty pay " been used instead of 
that of “ unemployed pay ” ; and had the rule requiring transfer 
at his own expense been enforced once only upon each individual, 
it is probable that tliis grievance would never have been much 
heard of or felt. 

About this time the abbreviation I.M.D., which for some 
years had been used for the I.M.S., probably on the analogy of 
the A.M.D., gradually dropped out of use, and the proper abbre- 
viation, came into general employment. The I.M.S. is, 

and always has been, a Service, not a Department. The 
abbreviation I.M.D. now survives in only one connection, the title 
of the I.M.D. Circs., where it is used as including the Sub-Mcdical 
Services, as well as the Commissioned Service, the I.M.S. 

GENEKAL ABSTRACT FOR THE BENG.AL PRESIDENCY. 


Government of India 

A. Home Department 

B. Military Department , 

C. Foreign Department . 

D. Financial Department 

Total . 

Under the Government of Bengal 51 4 55 55 

Ditto N.W.P. and Oudli 42 4 46 40 

Ditto the Panjab . ^7 4 .31 

Under the Administration of the ’ : 

Central Provinces . n . 415. ■ 

Ditto Assam . . . 7 1 i ! « i 

Ditto British Burma . . (» 4 10 . 5 , 

Ditto Coorg . . . — — — i -- - 

Ditto Berar . . . 3 ; — 31 

Total .... 147 21 ; 16S 1 154 ! 

Grand Total . . 287 ; 21 | 308 | 273 

Reserve at 25 per cent. . . : — — — j 08 

Total Bengal officers required i — ; — — I 34i 

< i 1 i 

• List No. I, for Commissioned or Covenanted officers only ; List No. 2 , for 
either Covenanted or Uncovenanted of&cers. 
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5 
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5 
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. 
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27 


27 
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In 1884 the Government of India, in Home Dept., Medical, 
Order No. 17-48194 of 31st Oct., 1884, published a list of 
medical appointments in India, to be held by Commissioned and 
Uncovenanted Medical Officers respectively. This list is too long 
to quote here. It may be found in LM.D. Circs, for 1884, pages 
69 to 81. An abstract for the Presidency of Bengal is given 
on p. 315. 

Government of India, Home Dept., Order No. 361 of 30th 
July, 1886, published in I.M.D. Circs, for that year, page 60, 
revised to some extent the ci\ul administrative appointments of 
the I.M.S. Except for the discontinuance of the administrative 
rank, granted to Sanitary Commissioners, six years before, and 
the grant, in lieu thereof, of the extra compensation pensions, no 
great change was made. This order is as follows : — 

“ Revised Orders regarding the Administrative Staff of the Indian Medical 
Service in the several Provinces of India. 

“ Copy of Not. by the Govt, of India, Home Dept., No. 361, dated Simla, 
the 30^^* Jtily, 1886. 

In continuation of G.G.O. No. 13, dated 2*“^ January, 1880, and 
Home Department Notification No. 150, in modification of the orders 
dated 1 5* A March, 1 8<So. marginally noted, the Governor 

Home Department Resolution Nos. F336- General in Council is pleased, 
.46, dated July, 1880. n 

with the sanction of Her 

Majesty's Secretary of State, to issue the following orders regarding the 
administrative staff of tlie Indian Medical Service in the several Pro\'inces 
of India. 

'' 2. The administrative appointments are the following : — 


Aioiitniy sfUarv. 
Kb. 


2700 


I Surgeon General and Sanitary Commissioner with the 
Government of India ...... 

I Secretary to the Surgeon General and Special Assistant 
to the Sanitary Commissioner with the Government of 
India 1200-1400 

I Deputy Surgeon General with title of Inspector General 
of Civil Hospitals for civil medical administration in 

Bengal 

I Ditto. Ditto for North West Provinces and Oudh . 

I Ditto. Ditto for Panjab 

I Deputy Surgeon General for civil medical administration 
in the Central Provinces ..... 

I Surgeon General with the Government of Madras . 

I Secretary to Surgeon General with the Govt, of IViadras , 

I Surgeon General with the Government of Bombay . 

I Secretary to Surgeon General with the Govt, of Bombay 


2250 

2250 

2000 

1800 

2500 

800 

2500 

800 
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"3. The Surgeons General with the Gov^ernment of India and with the 
Ciovernments of Madras and Bombay will, in addition to performing civil 
administrative duties, be Heads of the Indian Medical Departments in 
their respective Presidencies. It will be their duty, among other matters, 
to propose transfers between the Militaiy' and Civil Departments, to 
recommend for promotion to the administrative grades, and to advise 
the Government on all questions relating to the admission of officers and 
subordinates to the Indian Medical Service, to the conduct and services 
of Indian Medical Officers of ail grades, and to the supply of medicines 
and hospital stores. The Surgeon General with the Government of India 
will be entitled to receive any information he desires from the Deputy 
Surgeons General attached to the Local Governments and Administra- 
tions, and to communicate with these officers in regard to the operation 
of departmental rules and orders ; but he will exercise no direct authority 
over these officers, who will be solely under the orders of the Local Govern- 
ment or Administration to which each belongs. 

4. Officers will be selected for the above-named administrative 
offices by the Government of India for the Bengal Presidency, and by the 
Governments of Madras and Bombay for those Presidencies respectively. 
Selections will be made in each Presidency from the whole Indian 
Medical Service of that Presidency ; and the principles of selection 
hitherto followed in all otiier respects. In making such appointments wull be 
observed. 

“5. The Deputy Surgeon General for tlic Central Provinces will also 
be Sanitary Commissioner for those Provinces. As tilready notified in 
the Military Deiiartment order of the 2'“* January, 1880, above quoted, 
the Deputy Surgeon General of the Eastern Frontier District will, in 
addition to his military duties, carry on the civil medical adminLstration 
of Assam, and will also perform the tliities of Sanitary Commissioner in 
that l^rovincc. The Deputy Surgeon Ciencral of the Panjab Frontier 
Force will also exercise the civil medical administration of that circle ; 
and in respect of these c.i\'il duties, he will be subject to the orders of the 
Pro^dncial Deputy Surgeon General, styled Inspector General of Civil 
Hospitals. 

" 6. In Central India, the Residency Surgeon at Indore will perforin 
the duties of an administrative medical officer as regards all civil medical 
officers and subordinates employed under the orders of the Agent to the 
Governor General for Central India. He will exercise a general super- 
vision over these officers, and advise the Agent to the Governor General on 
all civil medical arrangements. 

‘'7. In Berar, the Sanitary Commissioner will be entrusted with 
the medical administrative duties of the Province, instead of the 
Deputy Surgeon General at Hyderabad, who is now a purely military 
officer. 

'' 8. The administrative medical and sanitary duties, including vacci- 
nation, will, for the Province of Burma, be performed by the Inspector 
General of Jails, in addition to his other duties. 

“9. In the Andamans, the Senior Medical Officer will be entrusted 
with the medical administrative duties of. the Settlement, including the 
Nicobar s. 

“10. In Rajputana, the Superintendent General of Dispensaries and 
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Vaccination will exercise the functions of an administrative medical officer 
in respect of all civil medical duties. 

“ II. In Baluchistan, the Residency Surgeon, Quetta, will exercise the 
functions of an administrative medical officer in respect of the civil medical 
duties in Baluchistan, at Sibi, and on the Bolan and Sind Pishin State 
Railways. 

** iz. In minor matters, such as the submission of periodical returns 
and furnishing information, the officers above-named, — viz. the Residency 
Surgeon, Indore ; the Sanitary Commissioner, Berar ; the Inspector 
General of Jails, Burma ; the Senior Medical Officer of the Andamans ; 
the Superintendent General of Dispensaries, Rajputana ; and the Resi- 
dency Surgeon, Quetta — will communicate direct with the Surgeon General 
with the Government of India ; but all matters of importance should be 
submitted to the Ciovernment of India by the Agent to the Governor 
General for Central India, the Resident at Hyderabad, the Chief 
Commissioner of Burma, the Superintendent of Port Blair, or the 
Agent to the Governor Genend for Rajputana or Baluchistan, as the case 
may be. 

" 13. In all provinces for which a separate Sanitary Commissioner is 
sanctioned, the Sanitary Department will, except in regard to leave, 
pensions, and such questions, remain distinct from, and not subordinate 
to, the Medical Department ; and in selection for such posts, knowledge 
and experience as a sanitary officer will be specially considered. The 
Sanitary Commissioners of such Provinces shall no longer, in virtue of 
their I'lppointments as such, have the rank and privileges of a Deputy 
Surgeon General. This rule will apply to all officers appointed as Sanitary 
Commissioners after the 19^*' March 1886, the date of receipt of the 
Secretary of State's Despatch No. 37 (Military), dated London, 25^^* 
February 1886. As a compensation for the withdrawal from Sanitary 
Commissioncr.s of the rank and privileges of a Deputy Surgeon General, 
Her Majesty’s Government have sanctioned the annual grant of four 
extra pensions of ;£ioo each to senior officers of the Indian Medical Depart- 
ment in the proportion of two for the Bengal and one each for the Madras 
and Bombay Medical Services. The conditions attaching to the grant 
of these pensions are embodied in India Army Circulars of 1886, clause 91, 
issued by the Military Department. 

*' 14. Tlie supervision of the Vaccination Department will form an 
important part of the duties of the Sanitary Commissioner in each Province. 
The Superintendents of Vaccination are Deputy Sanitary Commissioners, 
under the orders of the Sanitary Commissioner, w'ho will utilize not only 
them, but also the whole vaccination staff, on sanitary work. Civil 
Surgeons will also assist the Sanitary Department, as far as practicable, 
in that important duty. 

“15. Although the administration of the Indian Medical Service is 
divided into tw’o branches, Civil and Military, Indian Medical Officers will 
remain, as now, military officers, those in civil employment being only 
lent to the Civil Department, and being liable to be called on for military 
duty in the event of their services being required." 

A new Royal Warrant, dated 30th April, 1887, revised the 
rules for promotion and precedence in the I.M.S., cancelling 
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the warrants of i6th Nov., 1880, and 6th July, 1881. This 
warrant, on the whole, differed little from that of 1880. It is 
published in I.M.D. Circs, for 1887, page 37. The following 
summary shows the alterations made ; — 

1 . Six grades ; adds Surgeon on probation. 

2. Precedence ; much the same as para. 2 of Warrant of 16^** Nov., 
1880, adds Surgeon on probation ranking as Lieutenant. 

3. ■* Such precedence .shall not entitle the holder to military command 
of any kind, to the presidency of Courts martial, Courts of Inquiry, Com- 
mittees, or Boards of Survey." 

4. 5, 6, 7. The same as before. 

8. " On appointment as Honorary Physician cn' Surgeon to Her 
Majesty, under Article 12, an officer below the rank of Deputy Surgeon 
General shall be promoted to that rank, remaining supernumerary of 
his rank until he would have been promoted in ordinary course." 

9. "In case of di.stinguished service in the field, an officer of the Indian 
Medical Service may be promoted from any rank to that next above it, 
remaining supernumerary in the higher rank until he would have been 
promoted in ordinary course, or a Surgeon Major ranking as Major may be 
advanced to rank as Lieutenant Coioiiel." 

10. Same as para. 8 of previous warrant. 

Paras. 9 and 10 of former warrant omitted. 

11. "A medical officer retiring, not later than the 31"^ December, 1887, 
on a pension after a service of 20 years and upwards, may, if recommended 
for tlic same by the Ciovernment of his Presidem^y, rcc(?ive a step of 
Honorary rank, but without any consequent increase of pay." 

12. " Six of the most meritorious Medical Officers of the Service shall 
be named our Honorary Physicians, and six our Honorary Surgeons." 

" Note. — Under instructions from the Secretary of State for India it 
is notified that an officer promoted to the rank of Deputy Surgeon General 
under Article 8 or Article 9 of the above Warrant, will not reckon his 
service in that rank as service for the additional pension of £ 2 ^^ per 
annum, until he has been absorbed into the e.stablishmcnt of the grade, 
except any period during which he may have officiated as an Administrative 
Officer." 

In 1888 a change was made in the appointment and tenure of 
ofiice of Sanitary Commissioners, who had lost their administrative 
rank in 1886, two years before. Govt, of India, Home Dept., 
Medical, Order No. 4 of 7th June, 1888, published in /.M.D. 
Circs, for 1888, page 49, laid down that Sanitary Commissioners 
were in future to be appointed for a term of seven years, which 
might be extended to ten years. 

The Royal Warrant of 8th Feb., 1889, published on page 3 
of I.M.D. Circs, for that year, gave the power of command in 
military hospitals to Officers of the I.M.S. 
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'* Royal Warrant, dated Sth Feb., 1889, providing for the exercise by officers 
of the Indian Medical Service of Command, similar to that exercised by 
officers of the Medical Staff. 

" Copy of a letter from the Right Hon’blc tier Majesty's Secretary of 
State for India, to His Excellency the Most Honourable the Governor 
(R'neral of India in Council, Military Department — No. 40, dated India 
Orfice, London, the 21^* February, 1889. 

Having considered in Council your Military Despatch No. 210 

Jtoval Warrant, Command to bo exer- ” the s'h November, 1888, 
cised by officers of the Indian IMcdical with the concurrence of the 
Service. Secretary of State for War and 

M/1177 Qf i-iiy Royal Highness the Com- 

niander-in-Chief, 1 submitted to Her Majesty a draft warrant, providing 
for the exercise by officers of the Indian Medical Service of command, 
similar to that exercised by the officers of the Medical Staff. 

“ 2. Her Majesty having been pleased to approve of the issue of the 
l^oyal Warrant, which beiu's date the 8*^ February, 1889, copies of it are 
forwarded herewith. * * 


‘‘ Victoria R. and I. 

" Whereas We deem it expedient to amend in certain respects Our 
Royal Warrant of the 30'*' April 1887, Our Will and Pleaisure is — 

“ I. That the words ‘ (except as provided in Article 3a) ' shall be 
inserted after the 'words * military command of any kind ' in Article 3. 

"2. That the following Article shall be inserted after Article 3. 

" * 3flr. The officcM's of the Indian Medical Service shall command 
the medical officers, and subordinates, the Army Hospited Native 
Corps, the Hospital attendants, and others doing duty in Military 
Hospitals, as well as all patients in Military Hospitals ; and shall 
command the Medical Staff Corps when doing duty therewith, in 
the same manner as officers of the Medical Staff, as well as such 
officers, noncommissioned officers, and men, as may be attached 
for duty to the Medical Staff Corps, but otherwise they shall not 
hold any military command.’ 

" Given at Our Court at Osborne, this eighth day of February 1889, 
in the fifty-second year of Our Reign.” 

In 1890 orders were issued by the Govt, of India, Mily. 
Dept., No. 14075 D., of 16th Oct., 1890, republished in I.M.D. 
Circs, for 1890, page 47, by which all officers entering the I.M.S. 
after that date were made liable to be recalled from the pension 
list to duty, in case of emergency, up to the age of fifty-five. 

The Royal Warrant of loth Aug., 1891, altered the title of the 
A.M.D. to Medical Staff, introduced the compound titles, and 
reintroduced the rank of Lieutenant for junior Surgeons on first 
appointment. These compound titles were unpopular, especially 
the lengthy and cumbrous Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel, 
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and remained in force only seven years. The same titles, in- 
cluding that of Surgeon Lieutenant, were given to the I.M.S. by 
the Royal Warrant of 14th Dec., 1891. 

"/.iV/.S. IVarraiti of 1891. 

" India Office, December 14^^', 1891. 

“ Victoria, K.I. 

“ Whereas we deem it expedient to revise the Rules for the promotion 
and precedence of our Indian Medical Service. 

“ Our will and pleasure is that our warrants of April 30^**, 1887, and 
February 8^^, 1889, be cancelled, and that from and after August 7^^', 
1891, the following rules shall be established, and that by these rules our 
Viceroy and Governor General in Council, and our Governors in Council 
of Madras and Boml>ay respectively, shall be governed. 

“ I. The substantive ranks of medical oflicers in our Indian military 
forces shall be as follows : 

Surgeon Major (General. 

Surgeon Colonel, 

Brigade Surgeon Lieutenant Colonel. 

Surgeon Lieutenant Colonel. 

Surgeon Major. 

Surgeon Captain. 

Surgeon Lieutenant. 

" Tliese ranks shall carry precedence and other advantages attaching 
to tlic rank indicated by tlie military portion of the title, but shall not, 
(except as provided in Article 2), entitle the officer to military command, 
or to the Presidency of Courts-Martial, Courts of Enquiry, Committees, or 
Boards of Survey. 

“ 2. The officers of our Indian Medical Service sliall command the 
medical officers and subordinates, the Army Hospital Native Corps, the 
hospital attendants, and others doing duty in military hospitals, as w^ell 
as all patients in military hospitals ; and shall command the Medical 
Staff Corps, when doing duty therewith, in the same manner as oflicers 
of the Medical Stall, as well as such olficers, non-commissioned ollicei s, 
and men, as may be attached for duty to the Medical Staff Corps ; but 
otherwise they shall not hold any military command. 

" 3. A Surgeon-Lieutenant shall be promoted to the rank of Surgeon- 
Captain on completing three years' full pay .service. 

‘*4. A Surgeon-Captain shall be promoted to the rank of Surgeon- 
Major on completing twelve years' full pay service. 

*' 5. A Surgeon-Major shall be promoted to the rank of Surgeon- 
Lieutenant-Colonel on completing twenty years' full-pay service. 

6. Ail promotion from the rank of Surgeon- Lieutenant- Colonel to 
that of Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel shall be given by selection 
for ability and merit. 

" 7. All promotion from the rank of Brigade-Surgeon- Lieutenant- 
Colonel to that of Surgeon-Colonel, and from the rank of Surgeon-Colonel 
to that of Surgeon-Major-General, shall be given by selection for ability 
and merit, and the grounds of such selection shall be stated to us in writing, 
and recorded in the oflice of our Secretary of State for India. 

H.l.M.S. — ^VOL. II. Y 
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" 8. On appointment as our Honorar^^ Ph5’’sician or Surgeon under 
Article ir, an officer below the rank of Surgeon-Colonel shall be promoted 
to that rank, remaining supernumerary of his rank until he would luive 
attained the rank of Surgeon-Colonel in ordinary course. 

" 9. In case of distinguished service in the field, an officer of our Indian 
Medical Service may be promoted from any rank to that next above it, 
remaining supernumerary in the higher rank until he would have been 
promoted in ordinary course, or until selected for further jjroinotion for 
which he shall bo eligible according to his standing in the liigher rank. 

" 10. Willi a view to maintain the efficiency of the Service, medical 
officers shall be placed on the Retired List when they attain tlic following 
ages 

Surgeon Major General ) 

Surgeon Colonel ) 

Brigade Surgeon Lieutenant Colonel 

Surgeon ideutenaut Colonel J . . 55 

Surgeon Alajor 

“ But as respects officers below^ the rank of Surgeon-Colonel w'ho 
entered the Service prior to January this rule sliall Ik? re- 

laxed, and an officer who has attaiiietl the age of fifty-ti\ t^ years w'ilhout 
having attained the rank of Surgcon-C'olonel shall bo permitted to remain 
in the Service for three years more, on his perfect coinj>et(‘ncy and lit ness 
being certified in such manner as our Sccretaiy of State for India in Council 
may direct. In any special case where it would ajipear to be for the good 
of our Service that the officer should be c<>ntinued in emjiloymeiit, he may 
be so continued, subject in each case to the sanction of our Secrctciry of 
State for India in Council. 

“ II. Six of the most meritorious medical officers of the Service shall 
be named our Honorary PJiysicians, and six our Honorary Surgeons. 

“ (iiven at our Court at Windsor, Ihi.s seventh day of December, in the 
fifty-fifth year of our Reign. — By Her Majesty’s Command, — Cross." 

The hist of the Company’s inedicnl ofiieers, S.(i. William 
Roche Rice, retired on 29th March, 1895. He was born on 6th 
Jan., 1833, educated at Queen's College, Cork, the Richmond 
Hospital, Dublin, and Cliaring Cross Hospital ; took the degree 
of M.l). in the Itmg defunct Queen's Uni\orsity of Ireland, and 
the diploma of M.R.C.S. in 1856, and entered the Bengal Medical 
Service as Assistant Surgeon on 20th Nov., 1856. He became 
Surgeon on 20th Nov., 1868, Surgeon Major on ist July, 1873, 
Brigade Surgeon on loth April, 1884, D.S.G. on 9th Dec., 1887, 
and S.G. with the Govt, of India on 29th March, 1890. He 
receivecia Good Service Pension on 26th July, 1891, the C.S.I. on 
25th May, 1892, and was nominated Honorary Physician to 
the Queen on 22nd April, 1896. During the Mutiny he served 
at Indore, and received the medal for that campaign. He died 
at Brighton on 27th March, 1903. 
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From 1st April, 1S95, the three separate armies of the three 
Presidencies, Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, were abolished, 
the whole being combined into one force, tlie Indian Army, 
which was divided into four Commands or Army Corps, the 
Panjab, Bengal, Madras, and Bombay. By clause 35, LA.C. 
of 1895, republished in LM.D. Circs, for 1895. pages 7 to 9, 
the distribution of Principal Medical Officers was fixed as 
follows : — 

** Distribution oj Principal Medical Officers of Commands and Districts 
between the Army Medical Staff and the Indian Medical Service under the 
new Army Reorganisation scheme which takes effect from ist April, 1895. 

“ Clause 35, I.A.C., 1895- 

To each of the four Coiniiiands a Piincipal Medical Officer will ho 
aj)j)ointc*d ; two will bo taken from the Army Medical Stall, and two from 
the Indian Medical Service. Oificers of either st rvice will be eli^pble for 
any C'oinnianvl ; but for eitlu^r the lieiigal or the l*anjab Coniinand a 
l*riiieij)al Medical Olficer belonging to the Jndian Medical Ser\'icc will 
ordinarily be nominated. 

**2. The districts of Meihcal Superiiitciidcnco of Surgeon-Colonels will 
be distributed as follows ; — 


Army Mvtliral Suff. 


liitliaii M<‘(licai S<;rviti;. 


Panjab Command . ” Rawal I’iiuii 
, Siiliind 

Bengal Coniinain .1 . . Allahaljad and Nerbudda 
Meerut and Biindelkaiid 
! Oiidli and Kohilkand 

Madras C\>rinnand . ' Secunderabad and l.{elgauni 
: Mandalay and Cliin Hills 

Bombay Command I'oona 

j Mliow and l>eesa 
: Quetta 


j 

: Lahore 

; Paujal) Fiontie.r Fence 
1 As>a!ii 
I Presidency 

Banj^alore and Sijuthern 
I iCani.;(.K)n 
j Madias 
; Hoinliay 
Farachi 
i Ivainpti 


" 3. The administrative medical cliargo of the Peshawar District will 
be held alternately by a Brigade Surgeon Lieutenant C'olonel of the Army 
Medical Staff and of the Indian Medical Service." 


By clause 5G, I.A.C. for i8<j5, tlie salary of the P.M.O. of 
each Command was lixed at Ks.2200 a month, while clause 63 
granted them the rank of Surgeon-Major-General. (I.M.D. 
Circs., 1895, p. 13.) 

Subsequently, in 1904, the Madras command was abolished, 
as a separate Army Ccjrps, and the Burma Division separated 
from it. The rank of Lieut.-General, and the right of corre- 
sponding direct with Army Headquarters, were still left to the 
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Commander of the Sikanderabad Division. The separate Com- 
mands were abolished later on, from ist Jime, 1907, and the 
Indian Army reorganized in nine Divisions, divided into two 
Armies, the Northern and the Southern, plus a tenth Division for 
Burma. 

The Royal Warrant of 21st Ocl., 1895, published in I.A.C. 
for 1895, clause 195, and in l.M.D. Circs., for 1895, page 59, 
provides for exchanges and transfers between officers of the l.M.S. 
and of the Army Medical Staff, 

Royal Warrant, dated 'list Oct., 1895, providing for exchanges and 
transfers between officers of the Army Medical Staff and of the Indian Medical 
Service. 

** Clause 195, I.A.C., 1895. 

“ Tlie Governor Genenil in Council is pleased to direct the publication 
of the following extracts of a Military letter from the Itight Honourable 
the Secretary of State for India, No. ioj\, dated November 1895, 

jiaragra])h i, and of the Koyal Warrant, dated 2 1 ‘'K')clohi‘r 1895, ])roviding 
for exchanges and transfers between ohicers of tlie Ariuy Medical Staff 
and of tlie Indian Medical Service : — 

“ 1 forward, for your information, copies of a Koyal Warrant to which 
] have obtained Her ]Majesly’s approval, providing for exchanges and 
transfers between uliicers of tlie Army Medical Stalf and of the Indian 
Medical SerN-ice. 

“ Whereas we deem it expedient to provide for exchanges and transfers 
between Ollicers of Our Indian Medical Service and Ollicers of Our Army 
Medical Stall. 

" Our will and pleasure is that additions as under shall be made to 
Our Warrant rcgiilaling the promotion and precedence of our Indian 
Medical Service, dated 7^** December 1891. 

L The following sliall be inserted at the beginning of .Vrticles 3, 4, 
and 5 : — 

“ ‘ Except as provided in Article 9A.' 

'* 11 . The following shall be inserted after Article 9 ; — 

“ ‘ 9A. Exchanges between ohicers of our Indian Medical Service and 
officers of Our Army Medical Staff, below. the rank of Surgeon Major, and 
transfers of such officers from either of the above Services to the other, 
shall be permitted subject to the approval of Our Secretary of State for 
War and of Our Secretary of State for India in Council and on the following 
conditions : 

‘ I. That the officers shall have less than seven years' servdee. 

“ ‘ 2^ That the senior officer exchanging shall take the place of the 
junior on the Departmental list, and shall not be promoted under 
Article 3,4, or 5, until tlie officer next above him sliall have been 
so promoted. ^ 

" ' 3. That the junior officer exchanging shall be placed for seniority 
next below all medical officers whose commissions have the same 
date as his own. 
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“ ' 4, That an officer transferred shiall Ikj placed for seniority below 
all medical officers holding the same rank at the time of his 
transfer, and shall not be promoted under Article or 5, until 
the officer next above him shall have been ]nomotcd.' 

" Given at our Court at Balmoral, this zisl (l:iy ol October, in tlic 
fifty-ninth year of our reign. 

By Her Majesty’s Command, ('.corgo llamilton.’' 

By Govt, of India, Home Dept., Order No. 255 of 21st March, 
1896, published in LM.D. Circs., for i8y6, page 17, llie appoint- 
ments of Professors in the Medical Colleges, and of Suj)l. of the 
General Hospitals, were limited in tenure to live yetirs, with power 
to the Local Governments to t'xtend lenurt* for similar {periods 
of five years at a time. 

The amalgamation ol the three Pn'sidem y Medical S»’rvif es, 
Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, as f.o <is men subsetiuently entering 
the Service were camcerm'd, was oriii'red in G.(LO. No. 260 of 
6th March, ]8<)(). But this order may mon' fittingly begin the 
next chapt(T, practically the last in tlu‘ history of the Service. 

Note. — While it is easy to see, looking back over thirty y(Mrs — a 
gcner.ition — that the uiiem])luyed pay grievance liad no lasting ill eftcct 
ujjon the Service as a whole, yet at the time it was very hard upon lljosc 
who suftered from il., (!S])cdally upon the more senior ainong them. 

The following iliymes were wTitteii in by two young Snig(H>ns, 

both of whom had been on unemployed pay ever sinc.es they entered the 
Service, considrnably over a year before ; and both of whom w'cre destined 
to remain in that condition for some time to come. UnIJi, it will be noticed, 
use the abbreviation I.M.I)., not I.M.S,, for the nam<^ oi the S< rvi(:e. 'J'hey 
take what may be called a pessimistic and an optimistic view, respectively, 
of the state of affairs. It is hardly necessary to say that a student; of the 
type described in the second would have had no cliance of passing the 
examination for the competition for which, at the time, was stivcrc. 

It is to be hoped that the writer of the first lines, sliould he ever read this 
note, will pardon the resuscitation of his early effort. 


'* De Projundis. 

•' Through his student’s life he has worked witli a will. 
To acquire his share of a doctor's skill ; 

Morning and night wdthin hospital w'alls 
And all day long in the lecture halls. 

He has learnt to read a sick man's kiok 
As a scholar scans a page of his book. 

He has trained his mind to its careful task. 

And work to do is all he w'ould ask. 

He longs for a path with obstacles spread 
Ere his mental vigour is drugged and dead. 
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Sure of his creed, he longs to itrive. 

Knowing the fittest will still survive. 

Behold liim then, in India's land. 

Anxiously waiting to turn his hand 
To the well-loved task, but he waits in vain 
Till dull grows the iTiind and torpid the brain ; 

For the field’s over-stocked and the work’s too small ; 
TJiere’s not cnoiigli for the hands of all. 

And Babu's work and reports to fill 
Kecjuircs not the least jirofessional skill. 

ITe thinks of home, but he dare not face 
Ilis compeers, once, in the vital race, 

Where men succeed by the force of brain 
And hearty effort is not in vain, 

And those, whose course is fairly run, 

I-ook back on an lK)ncst life work done. 

So he shakos his head, and sticks to his post. 

And sighs for liLs grand profession lost ; 

And grimly thinks of the lying scheme 
ITiat cniell}?- marred his life’s young dream, 

And pities the men who still will be 
Duped and lost in the I.M.D." 


" In J£xcelsis. 

' To a medical school he was early sent 
And nine long years as a student spent. 

University, College, and Hall, 

lie tried each one, and he failed in all. 

Seven examiners he had faced, 

Seven times failed, defeated, disgraced ; 

Yet again he toed tlic mark, and at last 
He found, to his own surprise, lie hail passed. 

And proudly could to his friends display 
The glorious title of L.S.A. 

To comply- Avith the rules of the I.M.D. 

He added the L.R.C.S.E. 

The exam was stiff, but he crammed with Cooke, 

And scraped through last, by a lucky fluke. 

So he left an ungrateful native land 
For service on India's coral strand. 

On general duty he sallied forth 

To the East, and the West, and the South, and the North. 
F'rom Bombay to Peshawar he was quickly sent. 

From Pesliawar to Shillong he speedily went, 

From Shillong to Quetta, from Quetta to Promc, 

And thus he wrote to his friends at home 
' If you want a good berth, with a decent screw. 

And notliing at all as your work to do. 

Then all you’ve to do is to do like me. 

And boldly to enter the ” 
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About this time the Madras Sta|( Corps was very short-handed, and 
was said, with pardonable exaggeration, to be ofllcei ed entirely by Colonels 
on the verge of retirement, and by new'ly-joinod j>robationers, A song 
used to be current, the singer of which, supposed to be a Surgeon in a 
Madras regiment, relates how, one by one, the other odicers go away, 
handing over their duties to him. The chcuus, a<kipled from one of 
Gilbert's Bab Ballads, ran — 

*'()h ! I am a Sub. ami an Adjutant l)old, 

And a Colonel roinmaiiding high ; 

And my dutiOwS are large in the medical cliarge 
Of the ninety- ninth N.I." 



CHAPTER XXXIX 

THE NEW COMBINED OJ 4 GENERAL SERVICE ; 1896 to 1913 

" The oM oriler cluingelh, yicUling place to new.” 

Tennyson, Morte d' Arthur. 

The amalganKition of the three Presidential Armies in 1895 was 
followed by that of the three Eslablislnnents of the I.M.S., Bengal, 
Madras, and Bombay, from 1st April, i8<j6, as far as all future 
admissions to the Service were concerned, "llie commissions of 
the last batch of admissions to the old Service, who were, on 
probation at the date of this amalgamation, date from 2(jlh July, 
1896. Tho.se of the first admissions to the new gtaieral Service 
are dated 28th Jan., 1897. For ton years nuire the members of 
the old Service were shown, in the Indian Army Lists, on three 
separate lists, one for each Presidency. They were combined in 
one list for the first time in the Anny List of ist Oct., 1906. But, 
in spite of their being all showm on one list, the three separate 
cadres for promotion are still maintained ; and presumably will 
be maintained until the last members of the old Services have been 
promoted, or hav<‘ disappeared from the active list, which will 
probably not occur until about 1925. Tlie combination of the 
names on one list showed up most eftectively how rapidly the 
senior officers on the Bombay list were superseding those in Bengal 
and Madras.* 

The orders for the amalgamation of the I.M.S. were issued in 
G.G.O. No. 260 of 6th March. 1896, republished in I.M.D. Circs. 
for 1896, p. 9. 

" G.G.O. No. 260, dated 6“ March, 1896. 

“ With the sanction of the Secretary' of State for India, the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to notify that, from the April 1896, 
the following changes in the organization of the Indian Medical Ser\'ice 
will have 

" 2. The Medical Services of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay will be 

• Seven years later, at the end of 1913. promotion is fairly equalized in the 
three services. Up to 1910, it was most rapid in Bombay, and slowest in Madras, 
which now stands first in that respect, Bengal being still a little behind Bombay. 
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amalgamated into one service under the direct administrative control 
of the Government of India. 

3. The Surgeon General with the Government of India will be the 
head of the amalgamated Indian Medical Service, and his designation will 
be Director General of tlie Indian Medical Service. 

" 4. No change will be made in the conditions under \vl»ich ol'ticers 
of the Bengal, Madnis. and Bombay Medical Services, apiiointed before 
the second examination in iSotS, are serving ; promotion will continue, 
to run on their respective lists, and the sphere of their employment will 
remain as at present, except in cases of emergency, when it may be desirable 
to employ tliem temporarily beyond it. In time of war all officers who 
can be spared from civil duties will be employed as the exigencies of the 
service may demand. 

" 5. From tlie date of the second examination in i8ij6, Surgeon- 
Lieutenants will be recruited for tlie amalgamated Indian Medical Service, 
and the appointments will be made on one general list. Subject to the 
requirements of the service, officers will be allowed clioice of commands 
according to tlieir position on the list as deltTininod by the combined 
results of the preliminary an<i final examinafions. Tlic officers ajqxunted 
to this list, although ordinarily employed within I he commands to which 
they may be posted, will be liable! to employment in any part of India 
according to tlie exigencies of the service. 'J‘he subsccpient transfers to 
civil duties will ordinarily bo allotted, so far as the requirements of the 
service will allow, to the? provinces within the. limits of the command to 
which the officers were originally jiosted. 

6. Thc! jncsent Surgeon Generals with tlic (iovernmt'uts of Madras 
and liombay will retain their claim to rank, pay, and pensions u!idc*r 
existing rules. Thc question of thc continuance of these privileges to 
their .successors in office will be reserved for future consideration. 

7. The Surgeon Generals will be rc.stricted to Iho exercise of thc 
functions of Administrative Medical Officers and Civil lns])ector Generals 
of Ho.spitals in respect to tlie Civil Medical Staff and Civil Medical Jnsti- 
tution.s in the Presidencies of Madras and Bombay rc.spcctiv(‘ly. They 
will cease to exercise any control over those sections of the existing medical 
establishments of Madras and Bombay which arc composed of ofliceis 
employed with the army, or over the reserve of 25 per cent, for leave and 
casualties, thc administration of wliich will be conducted directly under 
the orders of the Government of India. 

“ 8. The post of Secretary to the Surgeon General with thc Government 
of Madras or Bombay will be retained for thc present incumbents of the 
office of Surgeon General with these Governments. On a vacancy occurring 
in the post of Secretary to thc Surgeon General, Madras or Bombay, it will 
only be filled by an officiating officer, and when the present Surgeon Generals 
vacate their appointments, their successors will not have Secretaries, but 
only Personal Assistants." 

The first officer to enter the new General Service 
i,e. who headed the list at the first competitive examination under 
the new conditions, was Andrew Augustin Frayne Macardle, M.B., 
1895. He died of cholera in Calcutta on iith Oct., 1902, 
v^rhile acting as Supt. of the Calcutta Museum. Since then, the 
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first man in the new Service has been Jasper Maxwell Woolley, 
M.B., Cantab., 1896. 

In 1896 a change was made in the cla.ssification of Civil 
Surgeoncies, into finst and secfind class. In Bengal there were 
formerly six first-class Civil Surgeoncies, Patna, Dakka, Miirshi- 
dabad, Cuttack, the 24-Parganas, and Bardwan. Howrah wa.s 
substituted for Bardwaji by Oovt. of India, Home Dept., Order 
No. 658 of ifith Sept., 1S95, {I.M.D. Circs., 1895, p. 40). In 
the N.W.P. and Oudh there were only four first-class Civil 
Surgeoncies, Allahabad, Agra, Lucknow, and Benares. In the 
Panjab the Civil Surgeons were classified, by Govt, of India, 
Mily. Dept., Letter No. 1148 of 30lh March, 1867, into five first- 
class, Lahore, Delhi, Multan, Amritsar, and AmbaJa, and twi-lve 
second class. Subsequently Peshawar was substituted for 
Amritsar. By Home Dept. Resolution No. 2575 of I2lh Jul}', 
1879, quoted in I.M.D. Circs, for that year, p. 87, the appoint- 
ments of first-class Civil Surgeon in the Pan jab were made- personal, 
tenable by the holders in whatev(T st.itions they happened to 
be posted. 

This change was carried out in 1896 by Govt, of India, Home 
Dept., Orders, No. 725 of 27th Aug., 1896, for the N.W.P. and 
Oudh, No. 910 of 19th Oct., 1896, for Bengal. (I.M.D. Circs, iot 
1896, pp. 10 and ig.) 

In Burma a similar change was made twelve years later, the 
first-class Civil Surgeoncies being delocalized, and increased from 
twa) (Rangoon and Moulmein) to five, by Govt, of India, Home 
Dept., Order No. 631, Medical, of iith June, 1908, quoted in 
I.M.D. Circs, for that year, p. 25. 

Gov't. of India, Hcmie Dept., Order No. 991 of 2nd Nov., 1896, 
published in I.M.D. Circs, for 1896, p. 25, established one cadre 
of medical officers, posted after that date to Lower Bengal and 
Assam. This order affected only a few men, and nine years later, 
when Bengal was partitioned on 15th Oct., 1905, became of no 
effect. 

By the Royal Warrant of loth Aug., 1898, military titles were 
granted to the officers of the I.M.S. This warrant was published 
in I.A.C. for 189S, clause 185, and in I.M.D. Circs, for that year, 
p. 61. It has been given at full length in Chap. XVII, Rank 
(Vol. I, pp. 338-9)- 

A re\ascd list of superior civil medical appointments in India, 



331 


1896 TO 1913 

correcting and bringing np to date that published in the Reso- 
lution of 31st Oct., 1884, quoted in the preceding chapter, was 
issued with Govt, of India, Home Dept., Resolution No. 988-1003 
Medical, of 0 th June, iSgc), republished in l.M.D. Ciirs. for 1899, 
p. II. This list is too long to quote, covering thirty-si.x pages. 
It ends with the following abstract : — 

" Abstract statement sliowinp the number of Indian Me<lical Service 
Officers required to till sanctioned Civil Medical apj)ointnients under tbc 
Gov'crnmcnt of India in the Home, Foreign, Finance, and the. J’ublic 
Works I,)epartments and under the several I.oc.al (iovernments and 
AdminLstr.itions in the three I’residencies. 



l-M.ibi. 

M.uJr.is 

I'.sLabl. 

lV>iiib;iy 

Hsl.ibl. 

Tol.il. 

Govt, of India, llomr Dp]it. 
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.5 
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■ 20 

5 

5 


do, .l^'inancf Di-pl. . 

2 ; 

1 

X 

4 
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Hcn|L:nl Govt. 


_... 
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N.W.r. do. 
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yy 

r’anjah tlo. 
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— 

. 

.u 

Burma tlo. 

10 

1 1 


21 

r. V. Adinirii drat ion 

<) 

7 


10 

Assam do. 

0 


! 


Uaidarabad Kesidenry 

I 

2 

; 

.i 

0>orf.j Atl ministration 

• 

T 

: 

1 

Madras 

: 

■V.i 

j - - : 

4'> 

JJomhay do. 

— 


V) 

y* 

'rota] Civil Appointments 

107 


5.5 


Add 20 per cent, ten lurlo'antl 
^ per cent, for c;tsiialtio.s 


T> 

*1 


Grant! 'I'otal 

2.|f> 



. 110 *' 


By Mily. Dept. Order No. 4644 I) of iCth Oct., 1899, repub- 
lished in l.M.D. Circs, for 1899, p. 58, the appointments of P.M.O. 
at Quetta and Bombay wore reserved for ofheers of the K.A.M.C. 
and of the I.M.S. respectively. This order, like all the others 
reserving different appointments as P.M.O. to members of the 
two Services, was cancelled by Indian Army Order No. 492 of 
1905, given further on. 

A Despatch from the Secretary of State, No. 3 Judici.il, of 
25th Jan., 1900, published in an order of the Govt, of India, 
Finance and Commerce Dept., dated 19th Feb., 1900, and in 
l.M.D. Circs, for 1900, p. 12, reorganized the Civil Medical 
Administration of Burma. Instead of an I.G. of Jails with Civil 
Medical Administration, on Rs.2000, with a Secretary on Rs.750, 
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were allowed an I.G. of Hospitals and Sanitarj- Commissioner on 
Rs- 2000, an I.G. of Jails on Rs.iSoo, and a Deputy Sanitary 
Commissioner on Rs.6oo rising to Rs.iooo. Seven years later, 
by Order No. 5541 G of the Mily. and Supply Dept., dated 12th 
Sept., 1907, republished in I.M.D. Circs, for 1907, p. 56, a separate 
Sanitary Commissioner was allowt'd f(»r Burma. 

By Mily. Dept. Order No. 5857 D of 28th Sept., lyoo, {I.M.D. 
Circs, for 1900, p. 40), a special Sanitary Ofiicer was allowed for 
each of the four Army Commands. The number of Sanitary 
Oftit:ers was raised in 1907 to ten, one for each of the ten Divisions. 
These posts, however, ar<* reserved for officers of the R.A.M.C. 

The list of Civil Medical Administrative appointments in 
India was revised l)y Homo Dept. Order No. 1992 of 19th Oct., 
1900. republished in I.A.C. f(»r 1900, 743. and in I.M.D. 

(Ires, for that y(‘ar, p. 43. 


('la use 143. I.A.C., of 1 000. 

** In modification of clause 122. Indifin Army Circulars, 18SO, the 
following; notification by the (lOvcrnnicnt of India, in tlie Home Depart- 
ment., Is'o. dated tlie October, 1900, is republished for inior- 

matiou : — 

*' Th<* (lo%'ernor (icncral in Council is pleased to direct the suK'ititution 
of the following for paragraphs 2, 3, and 4, of Home Depjirtnu*nt Medical 
Notitication, No. 3O1, dated the 30^^^ July. 1886, regarding the Administra- 
tive Stall of the Indian Medical Service in the several provinces in India. 

*' 2. The A<lniinistrative apj)ointments are the following ; — 

.Monthtv salary. 

1 l)ireclor Cioneral of the Indian Medical Service and 
Sanitary Commissioner with the (ioveiiiinent oi India 
1 Secretary to tJio Director (rcneral of the Indian Medical 
Service and Sanitary Commissioner with tlie Government 
of India ....... 

i Surgeon (icneral with the Government of Madras . 

I Personal Assistant to Surgeon Cicneral with the Ciovern- 
ment of Madras ....... 

1 Surgeon General with the Government of Bombay 
1 Personal Assistant to Surgeon General with the Ciovern- 
ment of Bomba>^ 

I Colonel with the title of Inspector General of Civil 
Hospitals, Bengal 


l<y 

700 


C.olonel with the title of Inspector General of Civil ) ^ 
Hospitals, for the North Western Provinces and Oiidh . 3 
Colonel with the title of Inspector General of Civil 
Hospitals for the Panjab .... 

Colonel with the title of Inspector General of Civil 
Hospitals and Sanitary Commissioner for Burma 
Colonel for Civil Medical Administration in the Central ) 
Provinces .3 


I 1200- 

j 1400 
2500 
600 
2500 
600 

2250 


"I 


250 


2000 


2000 


iSoo 
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“ 3. 'nie Director General of the Indian Medical Service will be the 
head of the amalgamated Indian Medical Services in India. It will bo 
his duty, among other matters, to propose transfers between the Military 
and Civil Departments, to recommend for promotion to the administrative 
grades and to advise the Government on all questions relating to the 
admission of olhcers and subordinates to the Indian Medical Service, to 
the conduct and services of Indian Medical Oftic.ers of all grades, and to 
the supply of medical and surgical stores. I'lie Diioclor Ciencral ol the 
Indian Medical Service and Sanitary Commissioner with the t'.overnment 
of India will be entitled to receive any information lie desires lioin the 
Siirgi‘on Generals, Inspector Generals of Civil Jlosjutals, Administrative 
Medical On'icers and Sanitary Commissioners altaclied to the Local ( iovern- 
mcnls and Administrations, and to communicate with these olhcers in 
regard to the operation ol departmental rules and orders ; but he will 
exercise no direct authority over these olliccrs, who will be solely under 
the oj'ders ol the I .ocal (io\ eniincnt or Adminislralioii to which each belongs. 

“4. Olhcers wall be selected for the above-named Administrative 
offices by the (joverninent of India for the Bengal I’TOsidency and by the 
(iuvernments of Madras and Bombay for these Presidencies respectively. 
Selections will be made in each l^residcncy from the whole Indian Medical 
Service of that Presidency, and Iht' principles of solerlion hith(-rto followetl 
in all other respects in making siu 1 : appointments will be ol)ser\'ed. The 
nominations liy the Ciovernments ol Matiras and Jiombay, respectively, 
will, however, be subject to the approval of the Government ol India. 

“ 'i'he Surgeon Generals with the C^ovei nin<*nts of Madras anri Bombay 
will b<^ le.slj icl<*d to the exercise of the functions ol Administrative Medical 
Olhcers and Civil lns])(;*ct(>r (h.neials of Hospitals in respect to the Civil 
Medi( al Staff aiul ( ivil Medical Institutions in their resj>eclivo IVesideia ies. 
'J'hey will exercise no control ovit those sections of the twisting medical 
establishments of Madras and Bombay which are conijiused of onicer-s 
employed with the army or over the reserve of 2^ per cent, for Icavi' and 
casualties, the administration of which will be conducted directly under 
the orders of the C/Overnment of India." 

In iqoi, by the introduction of ((diibincd leave/’ vvbeiel>y 
officers were enabled to combine privilege leave on full pay with 
furlougli, a valuable camcession was made to (rfficers of all Services. 
This grant has been described in Cha]>. XI X. I^urloui^h and luuve 
(Vol. I, p. 429). 

Clause 23, I.A.C. for 1902, republished in l.MJ), Circ$, for 
that year, p. 6, made some changes in the distribution of P.M.O.^s 
of the R.A.M.C. and of the l.M.S. 

" Clause 23, J.A.C., 1902. 

" With the approval of the Right Honourable the Secretary of State 
lor India, it is hereby notified that, with effect from April, 1902. the 
following changes will be made in the distribution of military administrative 
cliargcs in India. 

" (1). A Lieutenant Colonel of the Indian Medical Service will be 
appointed Principal Medical Officer, Deraj at District. 
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(2). Tlie appointment of Principal Medical Officer, Mandalay District, 
now held by a Colonel of the Royal Army Medical Corps, will be abolished, 
and the administrative medical charge now embracing llie Rangoon and 
Southern Shan States command will be extended to the whole of Rurma, 
the appointment being held alternately by an officer of the Royal Army 
Medical Corps and by an officer of the Indian Medical Service, with head- 
quarters at Rangoon. 

“ (3). The appointme nt of I*rinci]):il Medicail Officer, Peshawar District, 
will be reserved for a Lieutenant Colonel of tlio Royal Army Medical 
Corps." 

By clause 15 , 7./1.C. (jf kjoj, republished in LM.D. Circs, 
for iyo 3 , p. i, several im])r()vem[ents were made in the con- 
ditions of service of officers of the I.M.S. on fust joining, the 
most important of was tin? dating (»f their commissions 

from the beginning, inst(‘ad of from the end, of tlu‘ir c-ourse of 
inslruction in England. The first batch of new entries t<» get tlie 
benefit of this change were those commissioned fiann jst Sept., 
iq() 2 , only two months after their predecessors, whose emn- 
missions bear datt^ 2 (>th July, 

d'he chief changes made by these orders wen- — 

(1) . Title changed from Surgeon on probation to Tiuiitenant on pro- 
bation. 

(2) . I'ay while under iii.slniction raised to fourteen sliillings a day. 

(3) . Commissions to bear date from the day on which the course of 
instruction in England begins. 

(.\). Permission to be seconded for a year in order to hold a it sident 
appointment in a hospital. While secomled to receive no pav, but Sfr\ ice 
to count towards ])romotioii, increase ot pay, and ]>en.si(m. 

By chiusc 50 (if l.A.C. for Kpj, rc-|)ublishcil in l.M.I). Circs. 
for 1903, p. ir, tlu' a{>pointni(nts of A.M.O. on tlio Xortli Wost 
Frontier wcri' allot tod as follows — 

Peshawar District, first class, to Ik> hold by a Coloncd, K.A.M.C. 

Koliat District, second class, to bo hold by a (oloiiol, lAI.S. 

Dorajat District, second class, to be hold by a Lt. Colonel, I.M.S. 

By clause 57 of l.A.C. for i<)03. the appointment of P.M.O. 
of the Burma District was reserved ftjr a Colonel of the I.M.S. 
By clause 59 of l.A.C. for 1903, the Burma District was separated 
from Madras and made independent as the Burma Command. 
Tliese orders are republished in I.M.D. Circs, for 1903, pp. 19 
and 20. 

Revised rules regtirding the appointment, pay, promotion, 
retirement, pension, leave, etc., of officers of the I.M.S. were 
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published in Govt, of India, Mily Dept., Not. No. 1047, dated 
23rd Oct., 1903, republished in l.M,D. Circs, for 1903, pp. 35 to 38. 
These regulations gave an increase of pay to a large nunil>er of 
officers in military employment, both senior and junior. Among 
other changes th<‘ unemployed jxi>' of a Lieutenanl was raised 
to Rs.420. The pensions obtainable afttT seventeen and after 
twentj’ years' service were raised, and a n(‘w extra juaision for 
Colonels introduced. £125 after tlinre years' service in the rank. 
The peri(»d of service fc»r the extra pension of a Surgeon General 
was reduced from Uvc io three years. 

*' Xut. Nil. 10,47, da/cd 2 Oc/., 1003, e/ India, Mily. I)t pt, 

" W ith the approval of tlie Kiglit lloiihJe. tlie Secretary of Stale U>i' 
India, the following changes in the rules governing tlie aj^pointnient. pay, 
])romotion, retiienienl. pension, h'ave. ot oliieeis ot the Indian -Medii al 
St'ivice are s.viKtioned. and, exce])t where olhei wise rdaLed, will lui\ e elfe( L 
from the 13’*' August, io*'3. 

" 1. 'J'lie \ oniinissi«)ns of <aiicers adinitled into the Ser\ icir f)n and 
after the 1st Septeiiiber, ii)02, will reckon from the d;.ile on which their 
course of instruction in Hngktiul Ivgins, and all time fi om that date will 
count lor increase ol pay aiul for promotam and pension. 

" 2. '] he pay saneti(uud lor the Ihreclor Gi neial, Indian Medical 
Service, in ti.tl.C), No. 370, dalei! the^ *^ April 1K07. is rai.^'ed from KS.J700 
to i^s.3o<x) ])er ineiiseni. 

*' 3. The following scales of ])ay are sidxilituled for those at ])ri*sont 
sanctioned in Articles 7 D, 312 B, 312 C‘, and 534, India Army KeguJation.s, 
Volume I, Tart i. 

MhBlCAL CIJAKGJ-: Ol- A K 1 -:(; 1 M 1 ':N I'. GKADl- PAY. AN 1 > 

i.:Ni:MPia)Via> pay. 


(!oloriel ...... 

Lieu tenant Colfunl (specially st 1. ititl 

.il ( h;n>'A' 
ul .» N';iiivf 
lU-Kiini III 

((. 

(,r.ul.- I-.iy 
ftdi .tny 
lllwlltiil. 

Ujii lii}»|iiVt li 

l<.»V fii.r .«iiy 
Ji). 

ini.reasi d pav^ ..... 

1,4110 

Joi>0 


Lieutenant ( oloml. alter 23 years' service 

1 ',<'0 

1 ft i'.> 


Lieutenant Cohuiel .... 

1230 

«|Of> 

..... 

Major, alter 5 years’ service; . 

t*0(^ 

7V> 


Major ....... 

fSilO 

030 


Captain, after 10 years’ st*rvice 

700 

fl^O 

f)^‘> ■ 

300 



.5 


■!;)<> 

■173 

Captain 


.^fifj 

■17.3 

Lieutenant . 

500 

J 5 <> 

420 


Note. — Staff pay is the diflcrcnce bt-tween con.solitlale<l pay and grade pay. 

'' 4. Officers after completing 18 months' service will be required to 
pass an examination in military law and military medical organization. 
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5. Specialist pay at the rate of Rs.6o a month will be granted to 
officers below the rank of Lieutenant Colonel who may be appointed to 
certain posts. 

" 6. Lieutenant-Colonels specially selected for increased pay. if 
physiciilly fit and reported to be efficient, will be permitted to remain 
ill service beyond the age of 55 until they complete thirty years' service. 
Such officers, however, will not be eligible for promotion to the adminis- 
trative grade nor for tlie special extra pension of £100 per annum. 

" 7. The following rates of retired full pay are substituted for those 
at present sanctioned liy Article 1.461, India Army Regulations, V'olume I, 
Part 1 


After 17 years' service. 
After 20 

After 25 ,, ,, 

After 30 


£ 

per annum 300 

4^0 

500 

,, 700 


8. Tlic following scale of extra pensions for officers of the administra- 
tive grade is substituted for that at present sanctioned by Article 1.465, 
India Army Regulations, Volume I, Part i. 

Surgeon General after three years' active service as such ;£35o. 

Colonel after three years* active service as such, ;fi 25. 

Colonel after five years* active service as such, 
i). On the recommendation of tiic Director General, Indian Medical 
Service, and with the appnnal of the Government of India, officers will be 
granted study leave to tJie extent of one month for each coinpicte year's 
service up to a maxiinuni of twelve months. Tiie leave will bo treated 
as extra furlough and will count as .service in India. Officers on study 
leave will receive ordinary furlough pay with lodging allowances of 4*;., Os., 
and 8s. a day in addition for Jdeutenanl.s, C-iiphiins, and Field Officers, 
respectively, and they will be allowed to retain a lien on their Indian 
a))poiiitmonts.’* 


These rt'vis<‘d rates of pay wore extended to Medical Ofiicers 
in civil employ a year and lialf later, by Govt, of India, Home 
Dept., Resolution No. 361-375 Medical, dated I7lh April, 1905, 
republished in /.A/.Z). Circs, for 1905, pp. 6-11. As thi.s increase, 
however, was given with over a year's retrospective effect, from 
1st April, 1904, ofiicers in civil employ really got it only six 
months later than those serving in the Army. Revised rates of 
pay for the Jail Dept, were issued in Govt, of India, Home Dept., 
Resolution No. 180-192 Jails of 22nd Sept., 1905, republished 
in /.Af.D. Circs, for 1905, pp. 27, 28. Both of these orders have 
been gi\"en at full length in Chap. XVIII, Pay. Some further 
alterations in the terms and conditions of service in the Jail 
Dept, were notified in Circ. No. 3 C of i6th Oct., 190S, from the 
Director General, I.M.S., published in I.M.D. Circs, for 1908^ 
pp. 38-40. 
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The Royal Warrant of 28th Nov., 1903, was issued in Govt, 
of India, Mily Dept., Order No. 117 of 5th Feb., T004, republished 
in I.M.D. Circs, for 1904, p. 6. 

*' Royal U’anartl, dated 28'* Nov,, 1903, to regulate the promotion and 
precedence of officers of the Indian Medical Sendee, 

" Not, No. 117, dated 3'* Feb,, 1904. by the 'Got t. of India, Mily. Dept, 
Tlio (Governor (ionoral in Council is pleased to direct the jniblic.it ion 
of the following Royal Warrant, dated 28'^ November, 1903, revising 
the rules for the promotion and precedence of officers of the Indian Medical 
Service. 

" ‘Royal Warrant. 

** * Edward R. and I. 

“ ' Whereas we deem it cxjx'dicnt to revise the rules for the promotion 
and precedence of Our Indian Medical Service. 

' Our Will and Pleasure Is that tlie Warrants of our latt.' Royal Mother 
of 7^** l)(‘cembcr 1891, 2r' October 1S93, and so nincli of the Warrant 
of .'Vngiist J898. as ap])lies to Our Indian JMedical Ser\ ice be cancelled, 
and tluit from after this date the following rules shall be established, and 
that by thest^ rules Our \'if eroy and Cio\'ernoi (.General in Council shall 
be govern Oil ; — 

" ‘ 'I hf* siibstruitive ranks ot Medical Officers in Our Indian Military 
I'oices shall bo as hdlows : — 

Surgeon (leneral (ranking as Major C'.cneral). 

Colonel. 

1 aeutenant*C*oloneh 
Major. 

Captain. 

Lieutenant. 

*' * 2. Except as otherwise herein provided, a Lieutenant shall be pro- 
moted to the rank of Captain on completing three years’ full- pay service. 

' 3. Except as otherwise herein provided, aC.aptain shall be promoted 
to the rank of Major on completing 12 years' full-pay .service. 

“ ' 4. Except as otherwise herein provided, a Ma jor shall be promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel on completing 20 years’ full-pay service. 

“ ' 5. Time on half-pay, not exceeding one year, shall be allowed to 
reckon as service for promotion under Articles 2, 3, and 4, where removal 
to half-pay has been the consequence of ill health caused by Military 
Service. 

" * 6 . A Captain, after at lea.st six years’ service, a Major, or a Lieutenant- 
Colonel, may be promoted to the next higher rank by brevet for dis- 
tinguished service in the field or for distinguished service of an exceptional 
nature other tlian in the field. 

“ *7. A certain number of Lieutenant-Colonels may be specially selected 
for increased pay for ability and merit. 

" ' 8. Promotion from the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel wdth increased 
pay to that of Colonel, and from the rank of Colonel to thxTt of Surgeon 
General, shall be given by selection for ability and merit, and the grounds 
of such selection shall be stated to us in writing, and recorded in the office 
of our Secretary of State for India. 

' 9. A Lieutenant-Colonel may also be promoted to the rank of Colonel, 
— VOL. II. Z 
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and a Colonel to the rank of Surgeon General, for distinguished service 
in the field. In any such case the officer shall remain supernumerary in 
the higher rank until the vacanc}’' to which, in the ordinary course, he 
would have been promoted, or in the case of an officer promoted to the 
rank of Colonel, until selection for the rank of Surgeon General. 

' lo. On appointment as Our Honorary Phj’^ician or Surgeon under 
Article 13,* an officer below the rank of Colonel shall be promoted to that 
rank, remaining supernumerary of his rank until he would have attained 
the rank of Colonel in ordinary course. 

" 'II. Exchanges between officers of Our Indian Medical Service and 
officers of Our Royal Army Medical Corps, below the rank of Major, and 
transfers of such officers from either of the above services to the other, shall 
be permitted subject to the approval of Our Secretary of State for War 
and of Our Secretary of State for India in Council, and on the following 
conditions : — 

(1) that the officers shall have less than seven years* service ; 

(2) tJiat the senior officer exchanging shall take the. j^lace of the junior 

on the Departmental List, and shall not bo promoted under 
Article 3, 4, or 5 until the officer next above him shall have been 
so promoted ; 

(3) that the junior officer exchanging shall be placed for seniority next 

below all medical officers whose commissions have the same date 
as his own ; 

(4) that the officer transferred shall be placed for Seniority below all 

medical officers holding the same rank at the time of his transfer, 
and shall not be promoted under Article 3, 4, or 5 until the officer 
next abov^c him shall have been promoted. 

** '12. With a view to maintain the efficiency of the Service, medical 
officers shall be placed on the Retired List when they attain the following 
ages : — 

Surgeon General 
Colonel 

Lieutenant-Colonel 
Major 

" ' But a Lieutenant-Colonel, who has been specially selected for 
increaised pay, if he attains the age of 55 years before he becomes entitled to 
the pension for 30 years' service, may be retained until completion of such 
service ; and in any special case where it would appear to be for the good 
of Our Service that an officer should be continued in employment, he may 
be so continued, subject in each case to the sanction of Our Secretary of 
State for India in Council. 

“'13. An officer appointed on and after the September 1890, 
who may retire on pension before completing 30 years* service, shall be 
liable, till he completes 55 years of age, to be recalled to duty in case of 
emergency. 

" ' 14. Six of the most meritorious medical officers of the service shall 
be named Our Honorary Physicians and six Our Honorary Surgeons. 

" • Given at Our Court at Sandringham, this twenty-eighth day of 
Noveiriber 3903, in the Third year of Our Reign.’ ” 

♦ Printed 13 in l.M.D. Circ., should be 14. 
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By Govt, of India, Home Dept., Not. No. 300-307 Medical, 
of 19th March, 1904, republished in I.M.D. Circs, for 1904, p. g, 
the amount of leave allowable to officers of the I.M.S. holding 
administrative appointments was increased, as noted in Chap. 
XIX, Furlough and Leave (Vol. I, p. 433). 

Govi. of India, Mily. Dept., Not. No. 139, dated 17th Feb., 
1905, republished in I.M.D. Circs, for 1905, p. 3, sanctioned 
accelerated promotion to the rank of Major. 

'■ Mily. Dept. Not. No. 139, dated 17'* Feh., 1905. 

“ With the approval of the Right Honblc. the Secretary of State for 
India, the Governor General in Council is pleased to notify that the pro- 
motion of an officer of the Indian Medical Service to the rank of Major 
may be accelerated if he produces, while in the rank of Captain, s.atisfactory 
evidence of progress in .any branch of knowledge which is likely to increase 
his efficiency, such as obtaining a higher degree or special qualification 
of repute or by furnishing proof of having pursucfl with diligence and 
advantage the serious study of an approved subject. 

“ 2. The period of acceleration that may be granted is fixed at six 
months prordsionally. 

“ 3. Itecominendations for acceleration of promotion under this order 
should be submitted through the usual channels to the Director General, 
Indian Medical Service, for the. orders of the Government of India." 

The means by which such accelerated promotion can be 
obtained were detailed, at considerable length, in Circ. No. i C of 
14th Feb., 1906, from the Director General, I.M.S., published in 
I.M.D. Circs, for 1906, p. 9. These orders lay down that the 
period of twelve years’ service, necessary to attain the rank of 
Major, may be reduced by six months, in cases of an officer 
producing evidence of — 

“ («) having passed while in the rank of Captain, a professional exami- 
nation for a higher degree than any already possessed, or for a special 
qualification of repute, or 

“ (6) of having pursued a course of serious study in approved subjects 
for a minimum period of nine months.” 

This concession w.'is further extended in 1911 by Secretary of 
State’s Mily. Despatch No. 108 of 2nd Dec., 1910. to cases in 
which an officer who had been unable to take furlough and qualify 
for such promotion, before completing twelve years’ service, might 
do so at any time up to the end of his sixteenth year's service. 
His promotion to Major is then antedated for six months, but 
without any claim to increase of pay for that period. 
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Govt, of India, Mily. Dopt., Not. No. 179 of 3rd March, 1905, 
republished in I.M.D. Circs, for 1905, p. 4, introduced increased 
scal(\s of leave pay for officers of the I.M.S. under the furlough 
rules of 1886. By these rules the furlough paj^ of the senior 
officers on militaiy dutj^ became considerably higlier than that 
of those in civil employ. This order has been given in Chap. XIX, 
Furlough and Leave (Vol. I, p. 427). 

The appointment of specialists in vai'ious subjects, with 
specialist pay at the rate of Rupees sixty per month, was ordered 
in India Armj' Order No. 433 of 1905, published in I.M.D. Circs. 
for 1905, pp. iS-2(). This ord(‘r has been given in Chap. XVIII, 
Pay (Vol. I, p. 302). Onh' officiTs in military employ, and only 
those below the rank of Lieut. -Colonel, are eligible for these 
appointments. Further orders on this subject wei J' publi.shed in 
Letter No. 1933^, dated 8th June, 1907, from the Govt, of India, 
Army Dept., to the P.M.O., H.M.\s Forces in India, n^published 
in I.M.D. Circs, for 1907, pp. 30-32. 

The Royal Warrant of 28th June, 1905, was published in 
Mily. Dept. Not. No. 694 of nth Aug., 1905, and will be found 
in I.M.D. Circs, for 1905, p. 23. In this Warrant were included 
the regulations for accelerated promotion to the rank of Major. 
It was also laid down that the Director General, I.M.S., shall 
have, the substantive rank of Surgeon General, but may have that 
of Lieutenant-General, if approved by the Secretary of State. 

“ Royal Warrant, dated 28'* June. 1905, to regulate the proynotion and 
precedeywe of Officers of the Indian Medical Service. 

Mily. Dept. Not. No. 694, dated Aug. 1905. 

" The Governor General in Council is pleased to direct the publication 
of the following Royal Warrant, dated 28^^ June 1905, amending the 
rules for promotion, &c., of officers of the Indian Medical Service, which 
were published in Military Department Notification No. 117 of 1904 ; — 

" ‘ Edward R. and I. 

“ ' Wrhereas We deem it expedient to amend the rules for the promotion 
and precedence of Our Indian Medical Service. 

' Our Will and Pleasure is that Our Warrant of the 28^*^ November, 
1903, shall be amended in accordance with the following provisions. 

“ * I. The following shall be added to Article i ; 

" * " The Director General of Our Indian Medical Service shall hold the 
substantive rank of Surgeon-General, but may rank as Lieutenant-General 
when approved by Our Secretary of State for India in Council." 

" ' -2. The following shall be substituted for Articles 3 and 4 : 

'*(3) Except as otherwise herein provided, a Captain shall be promoted 
to the rank of Major on completing twelve years' full-pay service, 
but this period may be reduced by six months in the case of an 
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officer who produces satisfactory evidence of progress in any 
branch of knowledge which is likely to increase his efficiency. 

‘‘ ‘ (4) Except as otherwise herein provided, a Major shall be promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel on completing eight years* 
fiill-])ay service in the rank of Major." 

“ * 3. The lollow'iiig shall be added to Article 10 : 

" " "An officer below the rank of Colonel, who may be appointed 
as Our Honorary l^hysician or Surgeon after retirement from 
the Service, shall be granted the honorary rank Colonel." 

" *4. The following shall be inserted in Article at the liead of the 
Table of Ages at which officers shall be placed on the retired list.* 

" ‘ Director General 62.* 

‘('liven at Our Court of St. James* tliis tweiity-eightli day of Juno, 
the Fifth year of Our Keign. 

“ ‘ Dy 1 1 is Majesty’s Command, (Sigiieil) St. John Brodrick.’ " 


A n distributic»n (d military- adininistrnlivt.* medical appoint- 
ments was made by Indian Army Order No. 492 of 1905, rei)ub~ 
lislied in LM.D, Cins, for 1903, pp. 24, 25. Tliis ordi'r introchn od 
(»ne changt^ of much inipoi lance, viz., that; in future all such 
apjnvintnn nls sliould be tcmable by officers of eithiT the K.A.M.C. 
(ir of the nom* being reserved for either Service, (‘xcept 

that (;f ]^M.O.of tlie Derajat Brigade, to be held by a JJeut.-t'oloTud 
of the I.M.S. Tlie number, however, of (dficers of eacli Service 
wdio may hold such appointments is fixed, as is also the number 
of appointments tenable by ofticers of the Bengal, Madras, and 
Bombay Services respectively. 


India Anny Order No. 492 oj I9C»5, 

‘‘The Governor (Jeneral in Council has approved the following re- 
tlistribulion of administrative charges of princiiKii 
MiKlicul Ofiicers, under the lank of Surgeon 
General, con.sequenL on tJie redistribution of 

the Army. 


Mily. Depl. No. 07D 
dated July, 


Ctjniniands. 


Divisions and Hrig;»d«‘s. 


Remarks. 


Northern rst (Peshawar) Division ; 'I he Divi.sional Priiici])al Medical 

Command i j Officer to administer the Noii- 

! shera and Mardan Brigades 
I direct 

i 2nd (Kawal Pindi) Division j 
I Abbottabad and Sialkot j 
I Brigades j 

I 3rd Lahore Division ! The Divisional Principal Medical 

I i Officer to administer the Multan 

I I and Ferozepore Brigades direct 

; Sirhind and Jullundcr Brigades ! 

‘ Kohat Brigade | 

> Derajat and Bannu Brigades i 
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Columajjds. 


Brigades and Divisionsj 


Remarks. 


Wostern 

Command 


liaslern 

Command 


4th (Quetta) Division 
Karachi Brigade 

5th (Mhow) Division 


lubbiilpore and Jhansi Bri- 
gades 

6th (Poona) Division 


Bombay Brigade j 

Aden Brigade j 

7th (Meerut) Division I 

, Bareilly and Garliwal Brigailes | 
I 8th (Lucknow) Division 1 


Presidency and Assam Bri- 
gades 


Includes civil medical adminis- 
tration of Sind 

The Divisional Principal Medical 
Officer to administer the Na- 
sirabad Brigade direct 

The Divisional Principal Medical 
Olheer to administer the Ah- 
inednagar and Belgaum Bri- 
gades direct 


The Divisional Principal Medical 
Officer to administer the Alla- 
habad and Fyzabad Brigades 
direct 

The C'ivil and Sanitary Com- 
missioners* iluties hitherto ptT- 
forined by the Principal Medical 
Officer, Assam, to be now ar- 
ranged for by the Civil Authori- 
ties 


Secunderabad j 9th (Secunderabad) Division 
Division 


Ihinna 
l^i vision 


j Bangalore and Southern Bri- 
i gados 
Burma ].)i vision 


The Divisional Principal Medical 
Officer to administer the Se- 
cunderabad and Madras Bri- 
gades direct 


The Divisional Ihincipal Medical 
Officer to administer the Ran- 
goon and Mandalay Brigades 
direct 


“ Note, (i) Witli the exception of the adminislralive charge of the Derajat 
and Bannu Brigatics. which is reserved for a Lieutenant-Colonel of 
the Indian Medical Service, all the alK>ve are Colonels’ appointments, 
to be divided ecjually between the Royal Army Medical Cor])s and 
Iiulian Medical Service, but no particular a])X)ointmeiit will be reserved 
for either Service. 

" (2) The revised arrangement will not affect the rule laid dowm in 
the footnote to paragraph 37, Army Regulations, India, Volume VI, 
(1904 edition). The Principal Medical Ofticers concerned will con- 
tinue to be, as heretofore, visitors to lunatic asylums in their respective 
administrative areas." 

Some changes have since been made in the distribution of 
these appointments, when the four Commands were abolished 
from 1st June, 1907, and the Indian Army reorganized in ten 
Divisions. The four appointments as P.M.O. of the four Com- 
mands were necessarily abolished. Two new appointments as 
P.M.O. were made, one for the Allahabad and Faizabad Brigades, 
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and one for the Sikandarabad Brigade ; and a third as Deputy 
P.M.O., H.M/s Forces in India. These changes were laid down 
in Army Order No. 247 of 30th May, 1907, republished in I.M.D, 
Circs, for 1907, p. 25, 

“ Extract from India Army Order No. 247, dated 31/* ^lay, njoy. 

“ 247. The Secretary of State having sanctioned the introduction of 
temporary and provisional arrangements in the Administiali\’e Services, 
in consequence of the abolition of the Commands, the following temporary 
changes in those services will be made with effect from June, 1907. 

“ The permanent arrangement for the conduct of tlie duties in tJiest; 
services and for the remuneration of officers including those immediately 
affected by the abolition of the Commands will be notified hereafter when 
the details liave received the ajiproval of the Secretary of State. 

HI— Medical. 

{a) The a])pointnK nts of Principal Medical Officer, Personal Assistant 
to the Princijial Medical Officer, Sanitary Officer and Staff Oliiccr, Army 
liearer Porps, in each Command, and of Sanitary Officer and Staff' Officer, 
Army ikarcr Corps, in llic Secunderabad Division and Durnia will be 
abolished. 

“ (b) The Principal Medical Officers of throe of the Divisions will l>e 
Surgeon Generals, tlieir pay being fixed at Ks.j,2oo per mensem con- 
solidated. 

“ (c) Two temporary administrative posts will be created, each to be 
held by a Colonel, viz. — one for the Allahabad ami h'yzabad Drigacles, and 
the second for the Secunderabad Brigades (Infantry and ('avaJry). 

{d) A Colonel will be apjiointed Deq^uty to tlie Principal Medical 
Officer, Ills Majesty’s Forces in India, his pay being fixed at Fs.iSoo a 
month consolidated. 

“ (c) A Sanitary Officer will be appointed in each of the iiitio divisions 
and Burma, his staff pay being fixed at Ks,3oo per mensem. 

“ (/) A Staff' Officer for Medical Mobilization Stores will be appointed 
in each of the nine divisions (excluding Burma), his sUill pay being fixed 
at i<.s,30o per mensem. 

(g) Owing to the above changes the establishments of tlie Medical 
Services will be reduced by tlie number of offtcer.s corresponding to the 
number of cadre ajipoinlments abolished." 

In 1911 a further change was made, a P.M.O. of the rank of 
Colonel being allotted to the Derajat and Bannu Brigades, while 
the post of P.M.O. of the Aden Brigade was fixed as that to be 
held by a Lieut. Colonel of the I.M.S. 

Not. No. 74 of 13th July, 1906, by the Govt, of India, Mily. 
Supply Dept., {I.M.D, Circs, for 1906, pp. 24-26), made a change 
in the rules for the allotment of I.M.S. officers to commands. 
All officers entering the Service in future, at and after the second 
examination in 1906, became liable for military duty in any part 
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of India. For the purpose of civil employ, however, they were 
still allotted, as far as po.ssible at their own choice, to four different 
areas, Madras, (including Burma) ; Bombay, (with Aden) ; Upper 
Provinces, (the Panjab, U.P. and C.P.) ; and Lower Provinces, 
(the two Bengals and Assam). 

" Not. No. 7.4, (hittd the 7 a/v. igoo, hy the Govt, of India, Dept, of 
Mily. Supply. 

Witli lije ijpprovii) ol the Socrclary of Stat(! lor India, the Governor 
Ciencral in (J<nincil is pleased lo notify llic follc>\vin;^ cliaiif’cs in tlie organi- 
sation of Jndian Meilical Service. 

“2. Prior to tlie date ol llic second examination in 180O, officers 
were appointed to one or other of the three ]nesidential cadres, namely, 
Bengal, Madras, or Bombay. Under the ])rescnt system, which was 
sanctioned in Ci.fi.O. No. 260, dated the March, 1800, officers were 
allotted to a military area, and wliilo borne f>n oiu* gi'iieral list and liable 
in eases of emergency to S(‘rve anywliere, art‘ ordinarily c'mployed in tlie 
area, to w'hich they hap])cn lo be ])ost(‘d aci'.ording to the choice exercised 
by them at the time of their passing into the .service as determined by 
their position on the list with reference lo llic combined results of the 
preliminary and final examinations. This system of te.rritorial allotment 
results in administrative difJiculty and entails unnecessary expense wlien 
postings to regiments, transfers from military to civil emi>l(>ynjent, 
grant of leave and provision of substitutes have U) be arranged tor, and 
more r<‘cently the iucoiivenience has been accentuated owing to the liabiJily 
ol r(‘gim<mts to lie moved in relief to any part of the country. 

“ 3. 't he three incsidential and the general lists of otficers of the 
Indian Medical Service will therefore be amalgamated, and while it will no 
longer be possible to allow olficcrs already in the service to retain the lieu 
on llie military areas of their choice that tliey have hitherto possessed, 
they will retain the right ti^ employment in a civil capacity, sliould they 
be candidates for sucli einploynuMit, within tlie civil areas lor which tliey 
are at juesent eligible. They will also remain eligiliU? for jiromolion to 
the adminisl rative ap]>ointnients, military and ei\il, carrying the rank of 
Surgeon Cieneral or Colonel, at ]>rescnt ojien ti/ tJiein in tJio lists on which 
their names lune hitherto been respectively borne, and the distribution 
Bengal, 21 sanctioned number of selected Lieutenant-Colonels 

Madras, 11 under paragraph 7 of the Koyal Warrant of the 28*’^ November 
Bombay, n 1903, among the officers on those lists will be maintained. 

“ -4. Officers admitted to tlie service with effect from the date of the 
second examination in 1906 will be borne on the amalgamated list and will 
be liable for military employment in any part of Indiei. For the purpose 
of civil employment, however, they will be allowed, subject to the require- 
ments of the service and according to their positions on the list as deter- 
mined by the combined results of the preliminary and final examinations 
in London, a choice of the following civil areas : — 

1. Madras . — To include Madras and Burma. 

2. Bombay . — To include Bombay and Aden. 

3. Upper Provinces . — To include the United Provinces of Agra 

and Oudh, the Panjab, and the Central Provinces. 
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4. Lower Provinces . — To include Bengal and Eastern Bengal 
and Assam. 

" 5. So far as civil emj>Ioynioiit is conccriiod, officers will ordinarily 
be employed in the areas to which they have bcL'n allotted as exjdained 
in paragraph 4 above, but in emergency will be liable for .service in any 
part of India. They will, on lirst arrival in India, be j^osted as far as may 
be possible to the military Comnniiuls or Divisions within the civil areas 
of their ehoice, to enable them to become acquainted from tlu^ Ihst with 
the language and people of the part of India in wliich they will in many 
cases serve ultimately in civil capacities. 

" f). AftcT arrival in India officers desirous of entering civil employ- 
ment sliould as licretofore apply through the prescribed channel to the 
Director General, Indian IMedical Service, to have their names registered 
for such em]iloyment within the areas to which they lia\e been allotted.” 

In accordance witli the above order, thi* nanus of alJ olhccis 
in the Bengal, Madras, and Bombay Mc.dit al Scrvic('s were entered 
<»n one list, in older of seniority, in tlu' Indian Army List of 
1st Oct., iqo(), and siibse(pient issues. 

I'liese orders w(‘r<' pradifally ri'p^’^ded in Govt, of India, 
Mil\ . Supply J)e})t., Ni»l. No. 23 of loth Ajnil, rvpublislied 

ill 1 .M.I). Circs, for that year, p. 17. Tlie chief dil[erenc(‘ madr* 
in this latter ordi‘r was that choice of area for eivil employ was 
no longer gi\'en. 

The. Royal Warrant (»f 13th March, moH, was issued in Not. 
No. 27, dat<‘d 24th April, iqo8, by the Govt, of India, Mily* 
Supply Dept., and republished in LM.D. Circs, for jqo8, pj). 13--1O. 
It embodied all (udt'rs np to* dale, including tlie permission of 
exchanges with the R.A.M.C'., (clause 11), from the warrant of 
28th Nov., 1903 ; the opticmal grant (d the rank cd' Lieut. -Giaural 
to the Director General, (clause 1), tlu* extension of the ag«: for 
compulsory retirement, in the case of the Dirt‘clor General, to 
sixty-two (clause 12), and the grant (d a<'celcrated jnoinolion, 
(clause 3), from the warrant of 28lh June, 1905. It has now been 
superseded by the \varra.iit of 3rd June, 1913. 

In 1908 a pension of /600, after twenty-seven and a half years' 
service, was granted by (iovt. of India, ilily. Supj)ly Dept. Not. 
No. 82, dated i8th Sept. 1908, republished in LM.D. Circs, for 
1908, p. 35. This pension, intermediate bid ween the /500 givi^n at 
twenty-five years' and £700 at thirty years' service, was a valuable 
concession to the at the time. Subsequently, however, 

from ist April, 1911, a graduated scale of pension was introduced 
rising by regular annual steps from £300 at seventeen years' to 
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£700 at thirty years’ service. These orders have been given in 
Chap. XX, Pensions (Vol. I. p. 448). 

The publication in i()og of the Secretary of State’s Despatch 
No. 225 of nth Dec., 190S, advocating the restriction in numbers 
of the I.M.S., and tin; substitution of non-otheial private prac- 
titioners in their place, aroused considerable discussion. The 
consideration of this subject, however, may more suitably be 
taken up in Chap. XLl, The Future. 

In 1912 the designations of the Military Administrative 
Medical appointments were changed. By Army Dept, letter 
No. 3980-1, (C.G.S.), of 23rd March, 1912, the folhAving alterations 
were made. 

The P.M.O., H.M.’s Forci's in India, to bt; Director, Medical 
Services, Army Head Quarters, India ; the Deputy P.M.O. to 
be Dejiuty Dinctur ; and the two Secretaries to thi‘ P.M.O. and 
the Sanitary Oflkers of Divisions to be Asst. Directors. 

Army Dept, letter No. 2181-1, (D.M.S.), of 27th June, 1912, 
added the following ; — P.M.O. 's of Divisions, with the rank of 
Surgeon General, to be Deputy Directors ; other P.M.O. ’s of 
Divisions and Brigades to be Asst. Directors ; Sanitary Oliicers 
of Divisions and Staff Oliicers for Medical Mobilization Stores to 
be Deputy Asst. Directors. 

Two .subjects of considerable importance to the I.M.S., on 
which repeated orders were published from time to time during 
the period covrTcd by this chapter, are, th<‘ grant of study leave, 
and the viut;stiou of medical attendance upon Indian chiefs and 
noblemen, with the fees which may be accept<‘d in such cases. 
Thesi' subjec ts have been discussed iir Chap. XIX, Furlough and 
Leave, and in Chaj). XVIII, Pay, re.spectively. 

A new warrant for the I.M.S., dated 3rd June, 1913, was issued 
in the London Gazette of that date, and is given at full length 
below. It differs little from that of 13th March, 1908, the most 
important changes being the addition of a new clause, the second, 
under w'hich an officer may be remerved from the Service, if, 
during his first three years, his retention is considered undesirable ; 
and the alteration in the wording of Clauses 3, 4, and 5, in 
which it is stated that officers after certain periods of service 
shall be eligible for promotion, not, as in former warrants, that they 
s/wtf be pronwted. Both changes are for the better, bringing 
the I.M.S. into line with the rest of the Army. Clause 14 of 
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this warrant also embodies the orders of 8th Aug., 1911, by which 
the distinction of Honorary Physician and Surgeon to the King is 
confined to officers on the active list. Tliis change also in\'olves 
the omission of clause 10 of the warrant of J3th March, 1908, 
which is partly cancelled, and partly transferred to clause 14 of 
the new warrant. 


” Imiia Office, June ^rd, 1013. 

“ Cieorge R. and I. 

“ Whereas We deem it expedient to revise the rules for the promotion 
and precedence of Our Indian Medical Serxdcc : 

“ Our Will and l^leasure is that the Warrant of Our late Royal Rather 
of the 13^*^ March, 1908, and Our W'arrant of the August, 19J1. be 
cancelled, and that from and after this date the following rules shall be 
established, and that by tliese rules our Viceroy ami ( '.o\'ernor-General 
in Council shall be governed. 

“1. The substantive ranks of Medical Oilicers in Our Jndiaii Military 
Forces sliall be as follows : — 

Surgeon (ieiieral (ranking as Major-General). 

Colonel. 

Lieutenant- Colonel . 

Major. 

Captain. 

Lieutenant. 

“ The Director Cieiioral of our Indian Medical Service shall hold the 
substantive rank of Surgeoii-Cicneral, but may rank as Ideutcnant-Gcneral 
when ai)proved by Our Secretary of State for Imlia in Council. 

z. An ofhcei will not be permitted to remain in the Service if at any 
time during the first three years from the date of his first commission his 
retention therein is, in the o])inioii of Our Secretary of State for India in 
Cou nc il , u 11 ele si rable . 

3. Except as otherwise herein provided, a Lieutenant shall be eligible 
for j)romotioii to the rank of Captain on completing three years’ full pay 
service, if he has })reviously ])assed sncJi exumination.s as may be prescribed 
by Our Secretary of State for India in Council, and is in all other respects 
cjualified and recommended. An officer who has not passed tlie jji escribed 
examinations may be provisionally promoted, il, in the ojunion of Our 
Governor-General of India in Council, lie has not had a reasonable oppor- 
tunity of passing. Such provisional promotion may be cancelled as soon 
as he has had such opportunity and has not passed. 

“4. Except as ollierwusc herein provided, a Captain shall be eligible, 
if in all respects qualified and recoimiiciided, for promotion to the rank 
of Major on completing nine years' full pay service in the rank of Captain. 
This period may be reduced by six montlis in the case of an officer who 
produces satisfactory evidence of progress in any branch of knowledge 
which is likely to increase his efficiency. A Captain who may be prevented 
by exigencies of the Service from obtaining an opportunity of qualifying 
for such accelerated promotion shall have the concession open to him 
or a period of four years after his promotion to the rank of Major in 
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ordinary course, but any antedate of promotion wliich may be granted 
shall be without adjustment of pay. 

" 5. Except as otherwise herein provideil, a Major shall be eligible, 
it in all respects qualified and rei.oinmended, for promotion to the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel on comjjletiiig eiglit years’ full pay servitx* in the 
rank of Major, including any jjciiod covered by antedated promotion 
without adjustment of jKiy- 

0. Time on hall-])iiy. iu»t exceeding one year, shall l»e allowed to 
reckon as service for promotion under Articles -j. and 5, if removal to 
haif-])ay has been the coiise4pieiKe oi medical unfitness caused by duty, 
military or civil. 

7. A ('cqitviin after at least si.x years’ sei‘vi< e, a Major or a Lieutenant- 
Colonel may be promoted to the next higher rank by brevet for iJistingiiished 
servii'.e in the held (jr for nu/ntorious or di? tingiiishe<l ser\ ue of an exceji- 
tiouril nature oilier than in tin* field. 

S. A certain number of Lieulenant-f.'oloiu ls m:iy b(* specially selec ted 
for inc:reased ]iay for ability and merit. 

" <). i’ioiiM>li(Mi Imm tlie lank of laentcaiant ( mIoim I with iiu.iea.a’d ])ay 
to tliat of Colonel, and from tin* nink of C\)h)nel to that of Snigeoii-( leneral, 
sliall be given by selec tion for ability and merit, and the grourid.s of such 
seloctiou shall be stabs I to I’.s in writing, and recorded in llie Ult u e of Our 
Secretary ot State for India. 

“ 10. A I.ieuten.int-f'olonel may also be ])romole<l !«> the rank ol 
Colum-i, and a ( olomd to the rank of Siirgi*on-( ii neral , lor (list ininii^^hed 
service in the held. In any such case the Olhcei shall remain su])ei numerary 
in the liigher rank until the vacancy to which, in llu^ ordinary course, he 
would liave Irhmi juomoled, or in the case of an Oliicer [uoiuoted to the 
rank of ('oloiul, until selection for the rank of Siirgeon-Cieiiei mI. 

“11. .Ex<'liangt's b(dwe<*n Dflicers of Our Jiuliaii Medical Service .ind 
OlUctu’s of Our J\oy.d Army Medical C’.(»r]>s, being t>f the same rank and 
below the rank ol Major, and transfers ol ( Jfhia rs below the rank t>f Major 
from either of the above-mentioned Services to the olhin . shall b«‘ ]>«‘rniitb-d 
with the aj)proval ut t>ur Army rouncii and of Oin Seei\iar\- of Stale 
lui Imli.i ill ( -ouni il. and on tlie foll^iwing condition'^ ; — 

■' ii)- l hat the Ohnau's has t* less tliaii sew n year s' sei \ ice. 

“ (j). 'riiat ill lilt' cas(' of Ciaplains their seiiioiitv lor the pnrjiose of 
exchangt' shall be determined as if they had been promoteil 
after the period of service n-quired for j>ia)inotii>n to lliat rank 
in the Service into which they exchange, but that an^* alteration 
of date ol rank made in pursuance of this juovisioii shall be 
wi til out adjustment of pay. 

” ( 0 - Subject to O) senior OfViocr exchanging takes the place 

of the junior on the list to which he exchanges, and sliall not 
be promoted until the Otficcr next above liim has been promoted 
or h.as been lefiisctl promotion in consequence of failure to 
qualify fur it. 

“ (4). Subject to (2) lhat the junior Ofiicer exchanging is placed lor 
seniority next below all Officers on the list to which he exchanges 
whose commissions have the .same date as his own. 

” (3). That the Officer transferred is placed for seniority below all 
OtfiCers holding the same rank at the time of his transfer, and 
shall not he promoted until the Olheer next above liim has been 
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promoted or has been refused promotion in consequence of 
failure to qualify for it. 

12. With a view to maintaining the cflic.ieney of the service, Medical 
Officers shall be pla<'e<l on the Retired List when tliey ati.iin the folUiwing 
age.s 

Director-Cieneral . . . . . .62 

Siirgeon-CiemM'al ) 

} . . . . . . <>o 

C.olonel ^ 

Lieu t enant - Colonel } 

M.ijor i 

" Piiit a Lieutenant-Colonel who entered the service bi'foie the i '- A]>iiL 
iqii, and who has been specially seU eU'cl for increased pay under Article 8 
may, if he attains the agt' of 55 years Ix-ioro he becomes ('utitled to the 
pension for %o years' servi<'e. be retaiue<l until I lie eoiii|detioii of such 
service, and in any spe< ial i ase wiiere it wouM ap]>ear to lx* for tiu* good 
oi Our Service llial an ( itTua'r slundd be C(»nlinued in eTiqdoyinenl . lie may 
be so < C)ntinued. sid>jev1 in c.u h taise to the saiu lion of Oiir Secretiiry of 
State lor India in ('t.unirii. 

An ' r ;q>j>oinled alter llur 1 1 Si'pli iubrr, i Soo, who may 
irtiie t;»n ]XMi^ion ImUmh- romph ting ?o \’»ars' ^aavice. shall be liable, till 
he t ompUd''S s.a vears of agf, to l.e recalled to duty in case »»f eunMe.rnry. 

'* I .}. Six ol tlie most Tnei ilorious Oftiei-rs of ( iiir Indian Me<iicai Sei vice 
on the .\itive ^a^t shall be nanusl < lur Honorary l'h\ ^icia.iis and six t)iir 
Honorary Smgecnis. and they shall relinquish such a|>point ment. (»n r<i- 
tircnu in. On .qjjxaintinent as rule f>1 Our Honorary Physicians f>r Honorary 
Smgeons an ( >l!icer under the rank of l oi<jneI in Our liulian Medical SeiA’ice 
ma.v b(' promoted to tiu' bn'v<*t rank of (’olonel. 

‘'(;i\-en at ( >'.ir Court at St. James's this twont y-'*ighf Ii day of May, 
loi;?. in the fourth year of Our Reign. 

“ P.y His Majesty's Comrnaiul, — Crewe. ’ 



CHAPTER XL 
G r, X I ■: K’ A L R E M A R K S 

“If vLMi’vf' hf'.'iTfl tho Kasi n-callinp. \aui never hcf*d naiif^hl clsf'.” 

KfJ'i.iN*., liannchroi-w lidUaJs. Muml'ilay. 

BriroKi-: cunrliKliiif^ tliis arcounf of the Tiulian Medical Sei\-i('e, 
it in.iy he of irilvrt'sl to ;:(ive som«‘ fh‘seri]>f i(Hi of what life in that 
Service is like nt tlu' present tiin<' : or ratli* !*, perliaps, what it. 
has been durin/^ the j>ast thirty yeai'^. It is inaessary, however, 
to mention that there are differences in th(‘ nature of the work 
in th<' dozen diffen*nf provinces whi(‘h make' np British India, 
and that no ^^('iieral des('rij)tion can be at'curate ior ;dl. TJ\e 
more exact it is fetr one provinc<‘, the les^ so it must be for the 
others. The acc ount given is based on (*xperienre almost confined 
to Bengal and Bihar. 

Every othcer of tlu' I.M.S. is posted to military duty on first 
entering the service, and must do two years’ military duty bfdore 
he is eligible f(»r civil employ. The majority apply for civil 
employment sooner or later, but. some othrers spend their whole 
servic'O doing regimental duty ; and others, after a longer or shorter 
trial of civil work, revert of their own choice* to military employ- 
ment. 

The aciv.antages of military employ are obvious, and are 
especially attractive to the younger members of the service. The 
work is usually not hard, except in times of war or epidemic ; 
the' pay is somewhat Ihghc^r than in civil employ ; there is always 
congenial socic'ty. F<»r the regimental medical system is still in 
force in the Indian Army, the medical ofiicer is one' of the officers 
of the regimc'nl to which ho is posti^d, as much as any other 
officer in it,, not a member of a separate department of his own, 
standing entirely outside regimental life. And. while there may 
be two opinions as to the relative efTiciency of the departmental 
and the regimcmtal system of medical administration, thc^re can 
be only one as to which is socially the most pleasant for the 
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(officers conromed. Apainst these advantages, however, various 
drawbacks must be set. The militar3>^ medical ofi'Ka^r is not likely 
to get anything more than his pay. In some cases, it is true, lie 
may get charge of a cantonment hospital, nr (»f a small civil 
surgeoncy or jail, in additiem to his military duties, with extra 
pay for the extra ^^•(^rk ; but he cannot count upon such with 
any certainty. And, whcai smh extra charges are \o be had, 
they arc usually given t() the staiior officer availabhe Again, 
tlu' work in the Iu»-pital of a nativt^ reginnait, while light, is o{t('n 
veiy unint<'resling. There is next \o no surgery, and the wlude 
ju’ofessional work sonietinu‘S resolves itself intt» tlu' tn'atmtaO of 
a. f«‘w (ases of h'ver. dysentery, blistered f(‘(‘t, or liuuiniatisTU. 
In sucii eases the nie(li(al olficer is a]it be«-oiue rusty and 
Ios(‘ intere>t in liis prnfe^sitin. And even in n'gimentid employ- 
ment. life may be deadly dull, if st.Oiorud in a small outpost, 
with f»nly <*ne (.r two other luin.pcan ofiicers. Such duty usually 
falls upnu junior olTh ers. A few extra-r<‘giincutal apjnaintments 
art^ lu Id by nnai in military » iUjiloN' ; two Secretaryshijvs to 
Surgeon (enerah, four appr)intmenls as Slaft. Oiraer, and four 
]Me(li<Ml Stoi e-kerj)<‘rslli])S. 

On tii>t entering ( ivil employnuait, llie disadvantage^, to a 
young r>fj'h:er, are probably nn»re in <'\'i(lencc* than the ad\'anf .ige?;. 
It is necessary to begin at tlu" boif<»m, and it is likely that tin' 
station to which a man who has just (‘iitered < ivil (unploy i"^^- first 
posted, is .'my thing but a paradise. Naturally, the junior men 
get tlj<' lenst imj)ortant stations, those in which the h<)spital is 
poorest and worst equipped, the c'dlowanres and the practice 
smallest, the social advantages least, and life most dull. And 
how dull and wearisome life may be in sm h a station, wlu'n* his 
work is perhaps tlie only thing in whi< h an ofheer e.m take an 
interest, only those who liave experienced it can undf'rsland. 
Some such stations may afford an a]le\'ialion by fair sport, but 
by no nn ans all. Sucli work falls hi‘a vi<‘stdn the junior officers, 
who an* most likely to get it. and who fee.*] it more tjiaii their 
seniors. Bengal, and csj,,eeially l^aspTii Bengal, are the ])ro- 
vine'es in winch these penal s<*tlleineni.s,'' as tliey are sornc- 
finics called, are mo>t numennis and most un})leasant ; on the 
other hand, civil employ in Bengal is probably more* lucrative all 
round than in any other province*, e\'en the smallest stations 
affording some, private practice. And the medical officer sees 
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less (;f such stations than ofiicfrs of the other Services, the Ci\al 
S(T\-ice and tlie Police ; for tin- Civil Siirgcfincies of a number of such 
stations are usually held by Military or Civil Assistant Surgeons. 
Nor is it likely that a dfK'tor, as sometimes happens to men of the 
other Services, vill be the only European in his station. Having 
related the disadvantages, it is necessary to display also the other 
side, of the shield. The- smallest stations are not necessarily the 
least lu'althy ; some of them are fairly pleasant places to live in, 
if only there were a h vv more residents, and there may be good 
shooting. Moreover, an (dlicer may e,\pe(t before long to be 
removed to a better station, one pleasanter to live in or more 
lucrative. Ai>pointnients of very varied nature are held by men 
in I i\ il employ, but the majority are doing tlie work of the 
ordinary District Civil Surgeon, in the regular line ; the seniors 
:ind the men most highly thcuight of in the better stations, the 
juniors and th</se less highly considered in th<- worse stations. 
The ordinary ( ivil Surgeon’s work is extensive and varied, but 
not as a rule oppn'Ssivt' in amount, e.\ce])t in a few stations, or 
temporarily for e.xceptional reasons, such as a <'holera epidemic 
in the jail. It is always nnich heavier than that of a military 
medical otVua'r, under ordinary <irrumslances, and the pay is 
somewhat less; but the ftital income is greater, ;ind the 
\'ariety of the work lends interest to it ; a man must bo very 
indifferent to his work who cannot take an interest in some one 
or more branches thereof. 

The (avil Surgeon’s first duty, when he begins his morning’s 
work, will probably be to \asit his jail, of which he is Supt.. as 
well as Medical Otiicer. Every civil station h.is a j.iil. But in 
some, about one out of every ten, the jail is a central jail, recei\ang 
the long-term prisoners from eight or ten other districts, as well 
as the ordinary crop of con^■icted criminals from its own district. 
Most central jails are too onerous a charge to be placed on a 
Civil Surgeon, in addition to his own work. E.xcept a few of 
the smalh'r ones, each has therefore a medical officer as “ whole 
time ” Supt. In such cases the Civil Surgeon has nothing to 
do with the jail, no allowance, and no work nor responsibility. 
The ordinary district jail contains from 50 to 400 prisoners, usually 
over 200, and the, jail allowance varies from Rs.50 to Rs.ioo a 
month, according to the number of prisoners in the jail. The 
larger ones have, under the Supt., a staff of three native officialsi 
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a jailor or daw^lia, an assistant j.ulor or naih darof^hit. ami a. 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon in subordinate charge of the jail hospital. 
Some of the smaller jails have no jaih>r, only the two other native 
oflicials. The warder guard, which also is under the orders of 
the Supt., varies in strength with the size of the jail. The jail 
will usua.lh' gi'’e the C'i\'il Surgeon from one (o two ho»u>.’ work 
a day, according to circumstances. A fi'w of the smaller central 
jails are held by Civil Surgeons, in addition to their own duties, 
with a jail allowance of Rs. 300 a month. 

I'roni the jail the Civil Surgeon will jtrobaltly go on to the 
hospital, when^ he will most likely have anoih<T hour's work at 
the least, it may be two or thn-(^ hours; sonudimes, in times 
of presstire, even more. The time spent in hospil.il, however, 
depends a good deal on a man's own enthusiasm and fondness for 
the work. In snlvirdiriate charge of the hospital he will usu'dly 
tind a Civil .\ssislant Surg<‘on, a gr.idnatt' of one of the Indi.m 
Universities, a highly trained and educated otheiT, sj)e;(king 
English flmntly. .and generally tjuite competent to t.ike charge, 
of t!>e hos]vila.l, and the other medi( al <lnties of the station, during 
the Civil Surgiam's freipient absence on inspection dul}-. In 
some of the smaller hospitals the oflicer in subordinate charge, is a 
Sub- Assistant Surgeon, a. diploma te of (uie of t he \-(;rnac.uIar medical 
schools. Men of this dass vary very Tinuh in their woik and in 
their professional attainments ; the l> st of them are very good, 
and it is usually the best who are serving in stations whenr there is 
no Assistant Surgeon. Almost all of them have; enough knowledge 
of English to understand it and to make themselves understood. 
At the hospital the Civil Surgeon will probably do most of the 
operative surgery, though it is advisable to let the .Assistant Surgeon 
also have a fair share, of this, the most intere.sting part of the work, 
to keep up his interest and knowledge. The amount, of operative 
surgery varies greatly in different places, with the locality, (c.g. 
stone is very common in some parts, rdmost unknown in others) ; 
with th<^ ('cpiipment of the; hospital, which must chiefly flcj)end 
upon its income. ; with the skill and popularity of (he Civil Surgeon 
and the Assistant Surgeon ; and with th(^ aci essibility of a largcT 
or more popular hospital. 

Another daily duty of the Civil Surgeon is his ofh<:e, when', 
with a native clerk to assist him, he will have to deal dailj' with 
a pile of correspondence, from the. I.G. of Hospitals and Sanitary 
u.i.M.s. — VOL. II. 2 A 
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f'dmmissirmrr, fn>m thr Magislnitr, from the disp(‘nsarii‘s iindiT 
him, from nrighbonrinf^ ('ivil Surgeons, etc. Oftict'. work is seldom 
very urgent ; it can usually be done, if ])n‘fern*d, in the afteriU)on. 
It occupies about an h<Mir a day, sonietiiiKS mf>re, but often less. 
The clerk is, as a rule, coinj^eteni io pre pare the numerous returns, 
which form the baiU' of llie lives of mc*st (»ll’u:ers (»f all Services. 

Tlu'n* will also be a ]'>olice h(»spila! in the station, wliich has to 
1)(* visited daily. 'I'his Idoiu takesnuH li time. A Sub-Assistant 
Surgeon is in siiboxlinale (harg<‘. lliere are s< ldoin many ])atients, 
and those sometimes n<>l seriously ilk This < an be fitted in when 
most coru'eiuenl. :.i('eordiiig a> it is n«‘:ir the jail, the hosjutal, etc. 

A very imi)orlaii1 i)art of a. Civil Surgeon’s duties is the p(‘r- 
formarice of medir<eUgaI f^nst-}}it>r/i'nis. These, liow('\‘(‘r, are not 
nearly so iuim< rous as they wire twenty years ago, though even 
now the majority ne\('r gel tlie length of reiiuiring evidence, in 
<'onrt. A posi-morlcm should, as a rule, be clone as soc»n as pos- 
sible' after the body lias r(‘«iched the imaUuary, and tlie papeis 
liavc' bc-cn rc'ia ived by the* ('ivil Surgeon from the ])oIi(a‘ ; though 
the time* this work is done will di pc'nd more or Ii ss uj)oii tlie 
locality of ther mortuary, etc. Tf possible one will natuiMlIy 
]m.‘(er to d(t it afti'r the hospital visit, rather than befctic*. The 
('ivil Surgeon always has the helj'i of a dom or sweeper in cutting 
up the body. 

The time f(»r Ausits to patients, official or private, will neces- 
sarily depend on various I'ircmnstances, such as the urgency of 
the case, the loeality of the patient ’s residc'nce. i ti\ ('i\'il Surgeons 
have to attend gratuitously, at their own homes, as part of their 
duties, all ci\'i! oflierrs at the headquart<Ts of the district . European 
or native, whose pay is over Rs.jy.) a month. Attendance on 
wives and families is not gr.ituitous, but pri\ate practice, the 
usual arrangement bi'ing for a civil ofticer, whose wile and family 
are living with him. to pay the Civil Surgeon one week’s pay in 
the Vi'ar for nu'dical attimdani'c on them. Military olticers are 
entitled to free medit'.al attendance on their wivt's and families, 
as well as on themselves. In both cases medicines, such as arc 
available, are supplied free by (jovernment. 

The Civil Surgeon is also tx-officin Supt. of Vaccination and 
Inspector of Factories in his district. As Supt. of Vaccination, 
he will have from 20 to 50 vaccinators, and from two to six native 
inspectors of vaccination under him. Vaccination work is done 
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almost cniirrly in tlu' cold wrathor, brtwrm Ociohcr and Mandn 
Eor tho inspect inii of factories fees arc j)aid hy G(»\’cminent U\ 
tin' Civil Surqoon, Rs.iT) for oaih insjjoction. if tlu* fat {oi y lanjdoys 
less than joo liands, Ivs.^’ if it ^m]■>^ly^ oxa'v ^oo, as niosl tif 
them do. tlie nnmb<‘r in s<iine ninnini^^ np to live or >i\ ilmusand. 
In many, indeed in inn'll districts, there ait' in* factories, la nee 
no fact<»ry insjiection and no ha'S ; in se»me few . the amount »•{ 
ha > aveiMf^es Iv'-.loo or I'vi'ii more monthly throui;hr»ii( tlie yrar. 
l*'aett)ries slioiild b*- in>j)ei led <it lea^l twiee yeaih'. In sonit* 
cases \vh(»li' time nv di* al fm lory in >}>‘'el<.ix ha\'e ntiw lh‘en 
appointed, under tlie luwv l"'a<‘l(»ry Aet of luu. Erobably, sooner 
or later, all factory insj>e»tit>n will b(‘ done bv wln^It'-tiine 
jnen. 

In a \'tTy few disiri('is tlie (‘i\'il Sm7^<‘on is Snpl. of <i lainatic. 
As\'Iiiin or (,f a eerna. nlai' Mediiad tlu‘ allowaiit t' l)eiiif.j 

iwu.dly R-'.2 oo or R-.i^o .i mouth for eaeh. 

lA ery ( i\ il Snr.L^t-on lias to do a c«‘rtain amount of tourin/; and 
in-j)e<'iif)n wm k dm in;^' tlie year, ins]>eelin^ dispensaries and v.icri- 
nation. 'File number of ontlyine, tlisp»‘nsaries in a di-^tricl \’arit\s 
from two or llireo u|) to about forty; it is iisuall\' from twelve 
to twt'iity ; tin* mea'e di'^pt nsaiit*'^. tin- heavier tlu* (dlita* wtndc. 
Theoroli‘ :d!y he is >up])osed t(» inspeet e;i< h riispens.iry h‘nr times 
a \ ear, but wheri* tlien* are <>vrr twenty dispensaries tliis beeomes 
an absolute iin]>c)ssi1ulity, having due itgard to work at head- 
quarters. Practieally, the amount of inspection work, so long 
as each dispens;irv is \isited at k-ast twice a year, is left very 
much to tlio Civil Surgeon’s own energy and disen tion. Va< c.ina- 
tion inspection is done while. \'isiting dispensaries in the r.old 
weather. To inspect 3000 or 4000 cises oi vaci inatifm in the 
seas(m is fair work ; few do as mueh as 10.000. WJu n travelling 
on duty, tlu* Civil Siirgec)n receives travelling allowances at the 
sanu* rates as other ( ivil ot'licers ; double* lirslo lass fare by rail ; 
by road eight iOinas a. mile if lie covers nna'e tlian twenty miles 
in a day, live rupees a day when he does less, or wlu'u halting. 
The military officer, travelling on dtity, receiws a warrant, 
entitling him, and his family if he lias one, to travel first class ; he 
also is allowed to take with him. free of expense, several servants, 
a quantity of luggage, and, if he is a mounted officer, (me or 
more hors(;s. 

The majority of the medical officers in civil employ are Civil 
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Surgeons of districts, but there aro many (^tlicr branches of civil 
medical \v(jrk. 

Some forty men are employ^-d as Residency Surge(*ns under 
the Foreign Office. Surgeons to the Residents at Native C(mrts, 
etc. Some of these apjiointment^ are among tlu* }ileasanl<‘st 
open to the Servi( e, some are alsd jucrati\'t\ Others are in deso- 
late and distant places, '‘remote, unirieuded, melancholy, slow.” 
Naturally th(' seiiicjrs usually hold the V)e^t aj^pcjinlnumts. Eitlier 
as a ( ivil Surgeon or as a Re>idem y Surgeon, it uan' happen that 
a man never se<‘s a bad station, but siu li a ( jse is exce])lional. 
An oflicer wlio retired ten years ago. witii years’ staviee, g<)t 
one of the pleasantest and most fa voiuite Re.^idtaicy Surgeoncies 
at three years' sei\’iee, held it for 23 years, and ilaai put in liis 
last ti\<' years as an l.Ci. (»f ( ivil Hospitals. 

'I'lie J.iil I)e}>artiiienl employs a i onsiderabh* number (»f men. 
Its advantages are. higher pay tlian tlie regular line, a free house, 
sc'rvice^ in fairly good stations, and the* (lianc<‘ of bt‘C«miing an 
1 .( I. of Jails, of wlmm there is one in each ])rovin<‘e. highly paid 
appointnii'nts, usually tilled fioin Die Jail Dcj).irtmcnt. The dis- 
advantages are moiKdony of work, and sejiaratitm from proh^s- 
sional, esj>ecially fn.un siirgic.d work. 

The lVofess<.)rshi]>s in the Medical Colleges are perhaj^s tlio 
appointments most sought after. They an* by no means well 
paid, considering that they are supposed to attract the vny best 
iru n in the S(‘r\'ice. but le.id to professicmal n putation, and usually 
carry with them a large, soTuetimes a vt*rv large, private practict\ 
At (lie same time, the exj>enst\s <jf living in ih.e lVesidenc\' towns 
are great, and the work of a jnan, who runs a largo private 
practice, as well as holding a I'niversity Ciiair, and doe> his duty 
by botli, is \'erv hard indeed ; while the amount earned is usually 
much exag.geratt'd. as no doubt is also the ease with the most 
successful men at honi(‘. 

There are sevt'ral jimitu* appointments, in connection with the 
medical colleges and liospitals in the President'y towns, which are 
well paid for tlu* standing of the jimior men who hold them, 
and give great opp(»rt unities for professional work, sometimes for 
professional reputation. 

The Si'ionlitic apj)ointments art‘ few in number, but are usually 
\v<dl paid. The appointment of Supt. of the Calcutta Botanical 
Gardens is about the best, the officer holding it is also Government 



GENERAL REMARKS 


jf>7 

Quinulogist, and Professor of Botany in the CaUulta Medical 
ColU.‘ge, and leii ivos an extra Rs. 200 a month, as well as a good 
hoiis<', rent-free, in the Botanieal (iardeiis at Sihpnr, on the 
Hugh, o])]>usi(o Calcutta. There is also a ]unit)r Botanical 
a])puintnient, that of Cunitor of the Herbarium, the holder of 
which reta-ives only grade ]>ay and a house, but usually siuaa eds 
in turn to the higlier ai)i)oinlinent. 'I'ln'ie i^ a se( mid Botanical 
(iardcn, at Saliaraiipur, in the L’niled Ihovim e?^, the t liarge uf 
which lias been lield by some of tht‘ mor>l distinguished l>«)tanisis 
in the Ser\'i('e. Koylg, FalcoiicT, and Jameson. Imt for many years 
])ast tlie Supt. has not Inaai a Service iiLtii. 

Two ai)])ointments in the Natural History line aia- (»peji. 
thosv* of Su])t. of th<‘ ( alcutt i Museum, with a gi>od house in the 
Museum giouiuis, ami Smgeon Naturali>l fi> I he Indian Marine 
Survi'v, seiz ing on the JC(»v;tl Indian ]\Iarim* Steamer I nrrsHiUitar. 
d'hese scimiilic a]>j)ointmcnts .ire sometimes, l)ut md nccessaiily, 
Ill-Id ]\y ill tie- I.M.S. liny hav(‘ the great adwmiage that 
a ncin diaws hi^ |)ay, and that go«Kl ])ay. for [uirsuing his own 
taste"^ and li(»bbirs ; alsu that lhc-\ are vrry imh jiendenl ]>ositions, 
mu«.h more free from uitici-m than any ajijxuiitment in the 
regular line ol any Servii <*. 

Tlie t'licmical Department furnisli«*-, Pjofessom of Cliemi^try 
and Chemical Examiners, f»ne to Ciuh ])r(>\'ime. 'TIk- apjiuint- 
ments are congenial to those wlju ha\e a taste foi- cliomisiry, but 
not highly ])aid. 

Tlieri' are a fc-w Bact eriological api)ointmeiils. ICaeli medi< al 
(:(»llege lias a Pr(doss(»r of Pathology, who ])ursnes this subjiad, 
and there aia‘ a i'« w other aj)})ointnienl s outride the l oile;;* in 
the Rost'arth lalx^iatorii-s and in tlie Pasteur Institutes. Some 
of thes(* appointments are held 1 )V men who do not btdoiig ti> tiu* 
I.M.S. 

Tlu‘ Sanitary n<‘parlrnent emiiloys a g<»od many ollicers, ont* 
Sanita.ry Commisrriioner for each piovinca', with from one to three 
Deputy Sanitary Commissioners. Tlie Sanitary (‘ommissioners 
are usually oflicers of from tuelvi* years’ si^rvice upwards, and are 
well paid. The Deputy Sanitary Commissionerships are ncathcr 
very well paid nor \a iy j)opu!ar ; men are generally ready to 
leave them for fair ( avil Surgeoncies. The Sanitary Department 
requires better pay in the junior appointments to attract, and 
keep, good men. A few of the largest cities have special 
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Health ofiicers, fairly well paid, who may or may not be Service 
men. 

Then^ are four appointments in the Mint, which have been 
usually held by I.M.S. men, those of Assay Master and Dei)uty 
Assay Master in the two minis, (‘alcutta and Bombay. "Ilu* 
Assay Masterships are a1>oiit tlie best j^aid appointments open to 
men in the I.M.S. Tliey iirc* always lilled by the promotion of 
the. Deputy Assay ^Iasler>, and these api^oiiUments require a 
special training, wliieh few na'ii entering tlie Serviet^ liave under- 
gone. These; posts will ])robably, in future, In* lilled, not by 
offners of the I.M.S., but by sjuaially (lualiiied men, aj^poiiited 
from England. 

Dining last eentiiry a g«iod many mi'ii drifted off into employ- 
nivmt in tlu* “ Commissions " of 11i(‘ non-regulation ])rovinie>, as 
Magistrates or I>ej)uty ('(unmissioners, but f<»r the last thirty-live 
y<*ars no man in the I.M.S. has been tlni^ employed. Several 
also served as l^»liti('al Agt*iUs and Residents in tlu* Bolitiial 
Department, Imt no I.M.S. man is so serving now ; the last who 
did so was Sir (h'orgt; Robertson, of Chitral fame. 

The lengtli of serviet^ after whieh an oili( er may liope to tibtain 
the substantive niedieal ( liarge of a regiment varies Jrom lime to 
tinu‘, with the rates of retirement and j>romution, but roughly 
may be taken a.s about four to live years. In the. Indian Army 
List of isl Jan., the senior oHirer shown as olVuiating in a. 

n'gimenl has six years' serxive, the mo>t junior Imldini; a j)er- 
inarienl eliarge five years. 'J'hesi* rales arc' ratlicT slowt'r tljaii 
tli<)Si‘ whic h prevailc'd a. few yc'ars ago ; but much quielou' than 
those* of thirty yc‘ars ago. In the* cold weather of 18^^ 83 over 
lifty junior medivMl ollieers wc-re on umunploycal pay drawing 
the muniru c'iit sum of Ks.286 a month. 

nu'ciic'al ollieer, on entering civil em])Ioyin('nt, begins as an 
oliieiating Civil Surgec>n. taking the plaer of a substantixa* (. ivil 
Surgeem absc'Ut on Ic*avc* or deputation, d he* pc.;riocI during whic h 
he 1'c‘mains oflieiating before gc-tting a substantive- civil apj>oiiit- 
menl varic's gn\Uly from lime to lime, but is seldom le ss than one' 
yc‘ar, or n\ore tlian three years. Necessarily, it dc'pends entin*ly 
upon the* number (»f vacancies, by death, picunoti^ui, cu* retirement, 
whic:h may oc:cur amc»ng the Civil Surgeons c>f the province in 
which hc‘ is serving. An officer who has the substantix'e medical 
charge of a regiment, before he enters civil emploj', may retain 



GENERAL REMARKS 


359 


a lien on his substantive regimental appointment lor three years, 
if not confirmed in civil employ before the expiration of that time. 
On being so confirmed, or on eom})leting three years' absence 
fnun his regiment, he is slnu k off his inililary a]^i>oint.ment. 

The number of iirsl -class (’ivil Surgeoneies is not large. In 
Bengal, before the partition, there were six to some fort y-live Civil 
Surgetuieies. In the U.P. and Oudh there are hair out of about 
tliirty-live. in the Paiijab six out of about twenty-live. They are 
given by seniority and merit. Exeej)! in the Panjab, an olVuer 
(‘an hardly hoj)e to* attain a lirst-t lass Civil Surgeont'y under 
twenty years' service. But while the pay of a second class Civil 
Surgeon is less than that of an ofiieer of the sami‘ li iigth of serx'iee 
in im‘dieal eliarge of a native regiimau. the income of the former 
is almo>t alwa\s larger. M»!n(‘times mu< h larger, than that of his 
( onteinporary in military emj>loj'. Almost ('very (.'ivil Surgeom y 
carries with it >ome alhuvancr pom (iovernivu'nt, the ehargt* of a 
jail at Irast, if nothing more. .And tlierr is always thr (liaiice 
of private pra.eti< e ; stune at least in every slali(»ii ; while in each 
pn»vinee there are several htaliims wliicli may still be eon.^idered 
lucrative aj)})oii)tments. 

Mtoiulity and Longevity , — In foniK'r limes the mortality of 
Europ^'ans in India, of all services and of all ranks, was very higli 
indeed, but it lias now sunk to what may l)e eallt'd a normal 
le\el, and ollirers Serving in ImJia iinair little more ri^k Ut life 
and liealtli than at lioUK'. 'J'hoiigh diolera, dysenlery, malarial 
fevi*r, or rather its s(.*<]iiela‘, and among the 3't>ung e.sjx'c.ially 
enteric f(‘ver, still take tlii'ir tell (d life, tli(‘ doctor in India escaj)es 
many ri>ks wliidi he lias to lake as a. maltt'r (»f (‘ourse, at Jionu' ; 
those of the ordinary infectious diseases of Imhojic, s( aiiet fever, 
diphtheria, cde., maie of wtiieh cuii be <'allerl common, though 
most do o^ cur, in India ; and risks due to ex}.)osurr, e.-^prcially 
at night, in a cold climate. 

Even in (‘arly times, however, many men put in haig periods 
of Indian service, and survived to enjoy a pr(d(ang(‘d period of 
retirenumt at home. Holwell, after nearly tliirty years of liard 
service in India, witli only one long and one short .spell of absence 
in England, lived in retirement for over thirty-(*ight years. And 
his was by no means a solitary instance. 

The table on p. 361 shows the names of twenty-live, officers 
of the Bengal Medical Service, who entered between the years 
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1770 and 1S46, all oi whom put in at k*ast seventeen years' service 
in India, and then lived fur i>\'er tliirty years in retirement. 
Some had spent anm h inure than seventeen years in India. John 
Swiney served over thirty-six years, and then lived fur thirty-three 
years iin.)re. J(»hn Buwron aetually ])ut in lhirty-eiij;ht j’ears, 
twelve in the Sub-Midieal Department, and twt‘nty-six as a rom- 
inissioru-d ottierr, and then dirw his jHiisitm b>r over luriy-seven 
years. Insta.m.e's 1 (,iild he <iuoied ni num win* lisa d for t-ven a 
lon^rr time alter ietir(‘menl. William Miller Bnehanan was liorn 
on 22nd Jan., iiSoi, ln*('ame Assistant SuiL^t'on on 13th Dee., 1S26, 
retiu'd un 20th July, icS >1^. atui dit*d in l.ondon on ist Jan., 
m<)re than littj'-t hree 3'ears afterwards, lilven ineti invalided 
lia\e li\'ed for a fair Jiletime ait<‘r tliey li.id been junsioried as 
unlit tor' furtlier ser\ ie<‘. d wo other men wlio entered in tlie saiiit* 
year, nriy he <|n<jt< d as instance.s. D.ix id Ihown \\ardl.iw 

was Ixan in Jan., entered on 15th Aj>ril, iSjb, was jh nsiom'd 

on l.ord ( liv<‘ s luiiid on lotlj I)e<-., KS ;i,aiid died on lulh AllJ^^, 
William W’arlow’ was l)oin on j<Sth May, iNcj], <nlered 
on 22nd May, 1826, retired on land ( li\t*‘s Fund <»n jist Jan., 
‘‘ttd died on 22nd May, 1803. And tlie most sinymlar ease 
of all is that of W'illiam Woolley, w'h(» c*iiten‘d on 3rd Sej)!., ijerj, 
was iiualided on 1st Jiiiu*, 1813. sellli d at Serampur, a staticjii 
now eonsidered f.ir from In ing a saiialorinin. iuul died there more 
than half a ta*ntmy later, tni Otli Nov., iSt) ;. 

1 hree nuaiihers v)f the Bengal Mediead Ser\iee have, witliin 
reeent yeais, over tin* age of (ate hundred. John Btiwroii. 

meiitioiu'd alxn'e, was ln»rn in Fob., i/uo, eiili i^d the Stil.e.Mrdieal 
Department as a niedieal jmjnl on Jst July. 1813, ]>eeaine 
Apotherary on 7tli Sept., j8i6, was promoted to a eommission as 
Assistant Surgeon (m 20th Dee., 1825, beeame Surgeon on lOth 
Die., 1840, retired on 31st Dec., 1851, and died at Hove, having 
just eompleled liis century, on 5th March, 1809. He served with 
his rc'giment, the 37th N.I., in the Panjab War of 1849. 

Ihomas Larnberl Hinton was born on isl May, 1808, the son 
of Williai]! Hinton of Daglingworth, Circmi'ester, entered as Assist- 
ant Surgeon on 30th Jan., 1842, resigned on 24th Oct., 1S45, and 
settled in practice in England, wliere he was for many 5’ears 
Surgc-on to Reading dispensary. He died at St. Leonards on 
14th June, IiK) 8. The careers of these two oflicers wi^re, how- 
ever, widely different. Hinton spent less than four years in 
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India ; Bowron certainly about forty, and piaibably liity 

years. 
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'Ihr >t‘ninr oi'livrr n(»\v lixin;.*, on tljo iflirrd list (»1 tia* 
is Sinycoii ;\Iajor li<nry IV-njainin Hinton. !b* wa>. btan on 
7tli Man h. the son of Briijainin lln(lra>n lliiib>n, cashiri* in 

a ]>ank ;it I^a■t^i^oulll. lb* took Ih** M.K.C'.S. in and jl;oI 

his coniniission .is Assistant Sur^Von, ].^rn;;al, mi i.|th Jan., 
bcconiini;' Siir/.;oo]i on j]>t l>r( .. and Snr.L;ron Major on i-jlli 

Jan., and retiring; on jth Marcli, i8(;S. Alter hr loll thr 

St r\'i( r li(‘ settled in Ain^tralia. He was si-rviinj^ in India af lli** 
time of the first Ah;h,in war, thou.^Ii he did not hiniM li lake jiait 
in that {‘anipaiL^n. ]iis war services include (iwalior. i8.| | ; 

the Sutlej caini>aip,n of i 845-46, wlii-n he wa-, j>]t>ent in the, 
iu'lioiis of Badiwal, Aliwal, and Sobra<m, recc iviii/:^ lli<‘ medal and 
clasp ; tlic Punjab campaign of 1848-49 ; and the ^e( ond Cldna 
war of 1858-60. He did not serve, in tlie Mutiny. 

It is curious that these two Hintems, the only two ofiuaTs of 
that name who have served in the I.M.S., were almost (‘xaclly 
contemporary with eaeh other; lv»lh lived to CAer one hundred 
years ; yet they were not related to, nor evt‘n acquainted with 
eacli other* 
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Six other ofTicers of the I.M.S. are still (Dec., 1913) shown 
as living, in the Indian Army List, who entered the Service prior 
to 1850, more than sixty years ago. In ( hap. XXXVI, The 
Miitmy, a list is given of fortv-two retired olTaerri of llie I.M.S. 
wiio entered the Servict: before Feb., 1858, and ^till survive. 
Tw(‘nty-six more who joiiu'cl lM‘tueen May. 1858, a.nd Oct., 1S60, 
ant also still shown oji tlie retired list, making si.\t\-('ight in all 
who entered before re* riiiting war> banportirily suspended fur five 
years in j8bo, inon^ than half a camtury ago.* 

As th(^ nunibt'r of vacam ies for the I.M.S. is seldom large, 
it is not easy to make a fair e*omparison as to the longevity of 
any < cuisidc rable nuinlxTs. Ik fore eoini>etiti\’e e\'aiuinalit>n was 
introdin i’d, in 1855, (lie largest number (d admissii»iis to tie* Bengal 
Medir«d Service* in any one yi-ar was lifly-nine, in i8jb. Sim ti 
1835, the largest number of admissions to tlrat Service* at (»iu* 
(‘xamination has been twenty-eight, who entered 011 3oih March, 
1872. 'fliese two groups may be takim as the sul)ji‘ct of aiialj^is. 
The men (d' 1826 have all long sim'e died, those of 1872 have all 
n-tii^'d. A jieriod of nearly half a c.enlury divid(‘r» the two gruup>. 
A glance will show li(»w far tlie lal<T group surjiasses the earlier 
om*. in longevity. Of the imm of 1S26, over om-half died while 
ser\*iiig ; of the nuai of 1872, undi r one-hmrth. 

As staled abovi*, fifty-nine imm wi’ie a]^i>ointed in j 82(». Of 
these, three m'vt‘r joined, and ihrei* left tin- M'rvi« ** wiihin tiie 
fust ten \'ears. Tlu’se six may be li ft out of i on.'.ideiMliiHi, which 
leaves tifty-lhiee available for ct»m|»aiativc ]un])oses. One man 
was transferred to Madras, but, as liis c.ueer can <‘asiiy be followed, 
lie is incliideil among the iifty-thret*. Wardl.iw, Warlow, and 
Buchanan, who are mentioned above as instances *>1 longevity, 
all entered in 1826. Wardlaw is cnie of tlie six left out oi con- 
sideration ; Warlow and Buchamin are included among the 
fifty-three. 

Of these tifty-throe men, iu» less than thirty-one died while 
ser\'ing, mostl3' in India., a ivw while on leave ; twent\’-two retin‘d 
on j tension. 

Of the thirty-one who died, eight died with under (be years' 

* Since Iho iihovo was written, six ol these* uilitt rs Iium'; ait*d : K. Sexton, 
on Jsllijuno, J. RichaiUson, i^^th Ang.. 191;^: W. S. CaKlwdl. Jist Sopt.. 

0)1.^ ; K. llyrainji. ;>rd Nov., 101.5; Sir J. J. T. Lawrtnee, J2nd Dec., 1013 ; and 
W. I'ry, 3v)th Dec., 
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service, including one killed in ;iction and one drowned ; eight 
with between five and ten years* sevvit e ; elt ven with between ten 
and twenty years' ; and four with t)ver twenty years' service. 

Of the twenty-two who retired, three had between ten and 
fifteen years’ st‘r\ ice ; fifti'cri frtnn twenty to tiiii ty years' ; and 
four over thirty years', one of whom served for over forty years. 
These twenty-two nun, of coursi'. are all now dead, hive of 
them Could not he trai <al. Of the remaining seventeen, one lived 
twiaily-se\'en yiar^ alier entering the Servict*. six iH»m tliirty to 
forty 3-ears, sexan from forl\- to filt\' years, and thii'e over iitlj' 
3’ears ; llu^ last survivor, \V. M. Ihichanan, si\(y--^evi'n years. 

('uriousl)’, lud a siiigh* man of 18:^6 i‘ose lo tlu* rank <d' S.S. 
or D.l.ti, Two held ])roless(a>liij)s in tlit‘ ('alcntla Medical 
(a»llcgc. 

We may now (<.'n>ider tlie t wcnfy-eigljl nu n who eiilenal oil 
3t)th Marcli, iSyj. l-'ivr of ^lle^e I uenly-* wMe nalix e:-. ol 
India. Of the wliole number, died while siaxing, with omu 
(tne and a half, eight , twenty, and twenty- li\ e years' service 

respei ii\ely ; the fi'inlli .ind lifth being Jndian>. Twenly't\\<» 
retired, fine (an Indian) with M \'« iUeen yeais’ sejx'ice, four with 
twenty to t wenty-ii\'e yeat ten with twenty-live to thirlj* 
and seven witli fixer thiilx' year-*’ .-.eixii **. Of these twenty-two 
rtdiied ollifcrs, i‘ight hax’e -inee died, am.l t!i«‘ IndiiUi Army List of 
Jan., icjij, >lu»ws lourteen as -.lill living, (»r esat lly one Ijalt. nifU’c 
than loitv years after they enteied the Serxief'. In tlie cases (»f 
th<‘ eight who Jiaxt' died siin e R'liremeiil, the jieriods which had 
elajxsed siiu'c their admission to llu' Serx if e xveif* twent y-jivi* 
years (in two casf‘>), thirt x-txvo, lhirty-f«>ur (in two), thirty'- -live, 
thirt\’-nine, and forty years n-^pef'lively. 

One «)f thcs(‘ twa'iitj'-eight otlif ers rose U* be Siirgf'on-Gcneral, 
and four olher.> to b<‘ (.tflonels ; while two more olhciale^l in tlu? 
administrative grade hir sonn' time. Amf>rig the impfii tanl }>v»sts 
held l)y some of tliese t weiity-eiglit olficers were llicfse of Assa^' 
Master of the t alent ta Mint, Snpt. i>i Die Presidency (h iieral 
Hospital in Calcutbi, I’rofessor of Midxvihay. Proh ssfjr of Materia 
Medica, LG. of Prisons in the U.P., Re^idein y Surgef^n of llaida- 
rabad, and Civil Surg(‘f»n of Lm know. Am(»ng them tlu y liax't* 
receiv^ed tme K.C.B., three C.B.’s, one l).S.O., and (wo (i<;od 
Service Pensions, shared bj- four individuals. 

Txvelve men connnis>iuned on the same date xvere poded to 
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Madras, in;rie to Bombay. Of the twelve in JIadras, six died 
while serving, with four, seven, fifteen, eighteen, twenty-six, and 
tw(‘nty“Cight years' serviee n sportively. Six liave retired, of 
whom two have died siru e nrliieineiit, thirty-six and fort\' years 
resper,ti\'ely after entry. Tour of tlu; 1w(‘lve I'use to Vk: Colonel, 
ami one of them, Siiigeon-(iem ral Sir Arthur Mudge Braiifuot, 
to lx- K.C.I.E., and Lia-'^id<'nt (»f the India Offire Medieal Board. 

1 he I M S. coiiii dsii'il \.eiih olher medical cayeers. — How do the 
prosp(‘rth of a man enuring the l.M.S. c ompare with those of his 
('ontem])orari<*^ wlio a<!oj»t edher hraiula-s of the nn^dical ])ro- 
fessiou ? The Iv.A.M.t . offers ;iboui e.s iimeh pay ; the rhan‘;e 
of serving in otlar jia.its of the weald, S(mth Afriea, the Medi- 
U'riunean. tlie West Indies, eU., ami waiving prriods <4 home 
sc'iA'ica* ; as against the lilx'rai furlough giaiited to the I.M.S. 
On the oilier liand, the' I.M.S. offers many intcu'esting and many 
Imratixa* aj)j)oinlments iji the Ci\'il J )epai Um'iits, ami (i>nsider- 
ably betlcT (liamas eif earning both money and j>it Sessional 
distilled ion. as well as liiglier jiensiciiis. 

I'liert' (all be 11.0 (.lue'Stioii that, as regards ])ay ami iieii^iein, 
tilt' I.M.S. (dkrs a Ixdler ('areer than the (Colonial Siiigeoiieies ; 
and wliiU' the* (limale of some of the ('olonies is bedler tlian that 
of most parts (»f liidi.i, that i»f otliers is worse* than India at its 
wejrst . 

'file pay <iml pe nsions of the I.M.S. an* also belter tlian those 
of tlie Medieal l)e])artnu'nt of tlu* R(»yal Na\y', the eliief adwintage 
of whiOi is tli(‘ gre’.it tJppeiitunity it ailords ed se-eing the* we»rld. 
On the fdher hand, meelieal, like e xee utiv(' olfieHus (d the Royal 
Naxy, are liable to be plae'e*d (»n half ])ay when the* “ eoininission 
td' tin* ship in wliieh they are serving eeuvies to an (iid, and dis- 
e ipline aJloat is miuli stricter and mure seveTe* than in the land 
force's. 

As regards the publie: medical services in England, the Prison 
Service, tlu^ Lunacy Service, etc., the I.M.S. offers better pay. 
prosjiects, and pension ; couj-ded, of course, witli service in India 
inste.Md of at home'. 

But, after all, the great majority of newly qualified incdiail 
nu n embark upon private practice at home ; and the chief 
(piestiem for the' man who is thinking of entering the I.M.S. must 
be' — how do his prospects in England compare with those of the 
Service! ? Well, the I.M.S. de)es not offer the great prizes which 
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lie open to tin* most successful men i\\ home. Bui how ni.iny 
men atl.iin these prizes ? Not one in ;i hundred ; and t'ven in 
the case of those who do grasp the highest prizes, the fulh'st 
success, open to the nu'dical proh'ssion, Th<'se men begin (o 
earn late, and their earning years are slua l. Sir Thomas Watson 
never earned /fioo in fees till In' was hfty, Sir Jann's Paget m-via* 
took £400 till lie was forty-se\'en. Tlu'ir work was pt‘is<»nal. and 
their harvest time short.*’ [Sir (‘onstantine IPdiTian’s s])e«*< ]i at 
the Festi\al dinner of tin* K(>yal Medical Benevolent ( ollegr, 
Epsom. June loth. (pioted in Medical Journal <>[ 

33th Jiine. 1401-2.) In short, tlu' men wh<> attain tin* 

highest j)rizes in England begin to earn a living at an age liltle 
carlii r tlian that .U wliieh a man in tin' lALS. may l»e thinking 
of retiring on a fail pension. 

Setting aside the few who attain to the most brilliant sm • (‘ss, 
at ltM>t as min h inruu y mav be earner!, and moia* j>i ofessioiial 
rc'pulatioii aeliievt-d at h(nue than in Imlia. But t‘veu ihose who 
la-aeli what may be tailed the sev'ond rank in h'ngland are eoin- 
paiMti\a ly lew in number. And a irau may a^lue\'«* i onsiderable 
dislinction in his ])rofa»i«>n, a> a member of the stall of a hospital, 
befon* he is earning .1 lair ineoine. No doul>l, tlie latter will 
come, if he lives long oriough. But win.) ('an guarantee that ? 
And if his earning days do mu come before his death, h(' leaves 
little provision for his family. 

It stems clear that tin' gro.at majority of men in private 
pra^'tiee can never hope Xo adiieve inin h professional distin* tion, 
or any considerahle fortune. A eomforlable income, and a 
moderate provision for ihost' they leave Ix'hind, is the mo:it. which 
can be expected, even by the comparatively surcessful. And for 
them there is no early retirement in middle life. ; that coTnes only 
to the fortunate fc'w ; most medical men die in harm ‘s>, a, very 
large proportion at an age earlier than that at wliich they would 
(‘ven wish to retire. 

What about the bulk (d tin' juofrssion ? A writer in the 
British Medical Journal some time ago calculated the average 
ineoim' of the medical pra('titioner at home as /i<jo a year, tt'iiding 
to decrease. This really seems loo bad to be true. For, if it 
includes on one hand tlic largo number of young men who are 
working for nt'xt \n nothing, for boaid only as Residents, or for 
small salaries as Assistants, it also includes those wlio tiave 
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n a< hcd tlu; fulhst But rvcn if tho above statement bo 

an (‘\agf:;eia.tion, as it is to b(* lioju-d it is, tiu* facts an* iinploasant 
cijionf'li. For years past, tlie medical jo^nnals have trt ined with 
reports upon " coiitrart ])ra< tice,‘’ in the medit a] officr-r of 

a rlub atl<*nds its members for a jjenny a-\v(‘ek. four und 

foiirpence a year, somel inn s ev»-n le.-s ; strn^^i,dini,". often without 
siicet'ss, tf> r.iisr the anioinit to live or six. slii]Iiii.e:s. And, to jndf^e 
fioin the^r n*porli-., in many ]>l.i‘e'* tin* majority of the me(iiral 
men do more or lo-,s oj r^u* li < Inb woi k. '('lie mi.^< ial)lo ])a\ nn nt 
for jioor la w work in England w<*li known, d he Iri'-h (lis])ensvry 
doctors were re('<'ntly Iryinij to i;<‘l certain trrnw from tlieir 
emj)loyers, nr)l less tlian /,2oo a y<‘ar for a di^jansarv district, 
for a workhouse, oj- C300 for (he (v\f» toy(‘(h(‘r. with a small 
siipr-rannuation ])(nsiun at 1hea;;c'. of 65. (/h/Z/.s/z Mcdiciil Ji)i{y}uil, 
zyXh June, Jn'>.5. ]>• Many of Ihcse aj)])ointmt'nts arc* t<) 

distiF ts itr wliich jaivale prat lic<‘ i> nil, a ft*w |)ounds as medi< al 
ofliier of he«dlh (»r in waceination fees is all that the dispiaisary 
d<.j('tor can liopr to <‘arn o\aT and abovi* liis nanilar salary ; pos- 
sil)l\', if he has a w<)rklioiis(\ C.pso in all. In otln'r W(»rds, lie 
to ^et as a jiennaneney, about the amount whicli Hu' m wly 
joined otln'er of ih*' begins. In the British Mcdiad Journal 

of 27th June. Hio;;!, Dr. J. .Fletch<‘r Fattle, 1 ,..^ .C’.. s]>eaks forcibly 
of the ])resent condition <»f the averagt' general pract itioner in 
F'nglancl as folhnvs : 

" Tlie long aiul costlv training ; the arduous nntiirr ni Ijie work, by 
night as well as by day ; the inevitable and luvivy expenses ; the few prizes, 
and the small ax ei.ige net income.'^ ; the strii tly personal and j'recarious 
I'-haraeter ol the work, which canses all earnings to cease during illness or 
incapacitv ; the short <i\'orag(' ot liie, xxhich loss tlian that of other 
professions, such as the chcrical and the legal ; the warning increase of 
insanity from the intolerable strain." . . . Ac. 

Surely the LM.S., with all risks, offers a. better i:)rospect than 
this. 

The 1(‘rins ol'ftTed by Government under tlie National Insurance 
Act of jgii appear to bo only a little better than thosi' (»f the old 
contract practice. And, to judge from the correspondence in 
the medical journals, this is the opinion of tlie majority of those 
affected. The man who depended entirely or chiefly upon 
club practice has gained considerably ; the other general prac- 
titioners have lost. On the other hand, the pecuniar}’ value of 
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tlu* newly ciiialifird medical man, i.c. the salary which sueh a. 
man may < in tarn, has fully dmihlfd durinj; the 

generation. 

SoiiK' nitai start undtT more favourable ( irtaimsiant'es. s(*ns 
or nt'{)h( ws of nu n in gi»od pracliee. whi»'h lht‘y may ht»pt\ wleai 
qualilied. tn share, and to which tliey will ^aobabh eN'entually 
suect'ed. Tn spa li men iht" St'rvices, as a rult‘, do not a]>peal. 
A'el tlie eldest st)ns nt lliit'e metlical l^aVnnt is, all h^ath rs <»i tin* 
}>Tnft -’sinii. iiave enterevi tht‘ SfiA ita s, tht* sniH <»1 Sir i\t»l>erl 
(diiisti-^tai and Sir William Lawren«‘e in llu' I.M.S., the s<»n nf 
Sir Andr«*w ( lark in ihe K.A.M.t . Only the iirst t)f the lliret*, 
hnwex'er. pnl in tin' lull period of si'rxiei'. 

In tilt* t^reeeding pages an endt*avnnr h.is bt'eii inadt* In set 
forth iairl\- the jimsiieets wliit h the I.M.S. tdlVrs to lliosi* who jtiin 
its ranks ; n<.'t enncealing its disad\ antages. whi< h aif man\ ; 

wiiih' Si lting [iith it:> adxantages, wliit'h are nnat'. S»‘r\iet* in 
the l.M.S. nit an- w<iik ; man e^nnr^ his lixing by tin* swt at t)f his 
bin\\', nowli. vi* nmre literally so lhan in Im.lia. Of coiirst*, it 
inx't>l\-es a l«>ng ir-dt It'iu.e. to use tin* harshest word, *' <‘xili-,” in 
India ; but exilf lt in])ert. il by a libejal allowanet* (»f fairlx' ]).iid 
furltaigh. No man rieetl enter tlit* l.M.S. iiow-a-days expecting 
to makt- his loi time ; tliongli, using tin* word ftnMune in a nriodt*ra.tt* 
sense, e\en in m* « nt times .-.oine few men may !>»■ said to Jiave 
done so. Tht' days ni great forlnn*'S to l)e made in Indian serx it'e, 
sinii as fo-f'ph Hnnit 's /..jo.ooo in t w( Ix’t* vears as an Assisiimt 
Surgeon, haw gtine long ago. and g<»ne for evt‘i-. Evfii a fimtnry 
ago, frirtimes wen* nsnally made, not by prat.:ti(e, but bv trade 
and contra.cts. A man who enters the l.M.S. should do so witli 
a mind made up not to x\a-^ 1 e his time and his em-rgies in Intil** 
regrets tliat the e.ircer lie has d« liberaUly ^hfi^eIl involves serxiet* 
alu'oad instead <»f at liome ; nor grudgingly to < omjxire In’s own 
position and jirospeels xvith thc»se of most siu'cessful of his 
conternporarie'^ in England, wliile lie forgets tlirist: wlio liave faih-d 
to attain sucr«’ss, ay xvlio havi* luipt lessly gone under ; but to 
lake the rough xvitli the smooili ; to xvorry throiigli hard times 
in hope of the better times which an* sure to come, sooner or 
later ; and to do his be.d for the country, for its inliabitants, and 
for the* Gox'ernment, a.^, xvell as for liimself. >Ie xvill find open 
to him a earcHU’ xvith pkmty of intt resting work, not alxvays hard 
work ; pay at once sufficient to maintain him as a bachelor, and 
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sufficif'iit in a few years to enable him to marry ♦ ; pay steadily 
increasing as his length of serviar, and, if married, his necessary 
expenses increase! ; some prdvision for his family if he falls by 
the way ; and finally a pension, in its earlier stages sufiicient to 
live upon whil<* he gets his fooling, if he makes up his mind to 
retire early, before h<! is tf.o old to start on a new career ; in its 
later stages, if he }>n*ferr> to hold on in tlu: Service, siihicient to 
maintain him in ( onifort after retirtanenl. 

Many, it is to lx* lj<i|)ed the majority, of tliose who have served 
in the I.M.S. in rciaait year>, will endorse th(' (opinions exprcssc^d 
abo\'e. Many, on tie* other hand, wall lad d«> so. livery l>ro- 
fession has its share of discontented men, and tlu- Indiiin Army 
is no ext'eption tt) the rule. Ihifort unately, many of tho^e w’ho 
ser\'e in India iiev<’r havi* Ijeard the liast a-ealling/’ 

This hook does not proh‘Ss to describe tlie. de\'eIopinent of 
nif'di*. iru* and surgery under Ihitish rule. But it is imj)ossible to 
avoid mentioning a ft'w important advances. Edw'ard Hans in 
i 8.'|7-5(>, introdiuad the })r,tetiei* of giving c[uinine in fe\-ers^ 
without wailing for remission, and thi' ado]>tio]i of this trc'atment 
saved many lives, and pul an end to tlie eiistom of bleeding in 
fevers. Il<ir(' was one of the must distinguished medical olhcers 
of the ])ast generation. He was born on 26th Dec., 1812. educ ated 
at King’s ('ollc ge, London, and at Middlesex Hospital, took the 
M.R.C.S. and L.S.A. in 1837, and received a C(»mmission as Assist- 
ant Surgeon, Bengal, on 2^th Feb., 183*). He became Surgeon on 
15th Man'll, 1853, Surgeon ^lajor on 24th Feb., i83(). and l').l.(i. 
on 23id March, 1864, retiring on loth D(‘C., 1866. He received 
the C.S.L on 16th Sept.. 1867. and died at Bath on 13111 Feb., 
1807. Ht! had a hne^ record of w.ir service, beginning with the 
first Afghan War in 1840-42, when he served at Kabul in 1840, 
at Jalgnh and Parwandarra in the Kohistan campaign under 
Cioneral Sale in the same year, in Sale's defence of Jalalabad, and 
on Sir George Pollock's .staff at the reocciipation <»f Kabul, was 
mentioned in despatches in the London Gazette of 9th Aug., 1842, 
rt'ceived the thanks of Government, and the Afghan and Jalalabad 
medals. In the second Burmese W'ar in 1S52 he served in medical 
charge of the First European Bengal Fusiliers, was present at 

♦ It is possibk* for a man to marry on his pay when he lirst joins, but usually 
to tlo so, without private means, involves a struggle, and considerable discomfort. 
In what other protc.ssion would a man ever expect to get pay or income sutheient 
to justify him in inariying on lirst starting } 
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the recapUiro nncl rceeiwd the niiuliil. In tlu* M\jtiny 

he served in niedieal eh.nge of the Si‘i<nid Eun»]M\in P><‘ngal 
Fusiliers tlirougliout the siege of Delhi, ineluding the -ution of 
Badli-ka-S;nai, and tlu^ nival assault and ea])ture ef tlie eity ; 
was mentioned in despatches in (i.O. of sih Nt>v., and in 

the LonJon (hizcifc of 13th Dec.. 1S37. and received tlu' medal. 
Hare’s life lias been writti'U l)y his >nn, I.i« ut . t'olonel I-'. IKoe, 
I.M.S., in a little V(»Uim(\ Mcfuvir^ of Edward Harr, ('.S.L, 
publisiied in Kioo. 

Henry Vandyke Carter, (Bo. jjlh Jan., 1S3S), wlio. b< fore 
he entered ilie DM.-S., while Demon -.tr.itia- of Anatom\’ at St. 
(je*.rge's. hiid, jointly with tin* author, made the disst 1 t ioir- [or 
(.i}a\'‘s an<l drawn the woodt nts wliich illmf i .it*- tliat 

work ; when in India worked out the origin and de\rIopm‘ iil 
of the di-ease known a> lainine fe\or, lolap^a‘ng le\er. (a' -]»iri!lum 
fe\er. .Ill- abo di<i iiii]>ortant wm k on Le]>ro>.\-, .Elejilian t i..* a 
ami M'>a.'ionM. lie la tiiad on ;i-f Aug., iSSS^ \k.is a])pointed 
Honorary Suigoou lai tlu* Oueen on Sth Nov., iSoe», and dir-d at 
SiMi boioiigh (tn ..itli Ma.y, jStj/. 

riit' woik of Sir Ivomdd Ross on the origin of malarial iVvor, 
and that (d Lieut. -< olom-l P. J. Freyei- in tlv* de\'(*lopnvnt of tlie 
op‘‘r<iiions of litliolapa.xy and prostatee.t(jmy, !vi\e b* en m»t<‘d in 
( lia.j). XXXI, After Rctirrinoif. In ennimeli!)n with lit hoIa]).ixy 
the names (»f D. V, Keegan, (IL 31 d Maia h, and oi ), V, 

Keith, {Bo. 3‘>th St‘pt., iSbj), -hould also be mentiomd ; and, 
indeed, many otliers. 

Lastly must he meniioned the important \\a>rk done in Calcutta 
by Lieut .-Colonel Leonard Rogers, C.LE., *)n <'hr>]era, dysentery, 
and liver ab'^ce^s, by the introduefion impro\'e.d methods (.d 
treatment of these diseases which have notably lowered their 
mortality. In 1905. when he had barely twxlvo yerii>>' service, 
Rogers was eleclod a IVllow of the Royal College of ldiv;deians, 
London, a distim tion wiiich few memlMTS of tlu^ J.M.S. have 
obta.ined, and none at set early an age. 

A few remarks may be made, in com.lu.sion, c;n tlie .subje( t of 
medical men in India, otlier than olfjcers of the I.M.S. For the 
first century and a half after the establishment of the East India 
Company, fnmi 1600 to 1754. the only European medical men in 
India, besides the Company’s servants, were tlio medical ofliccTs 
of the other East India Companies, French, Dutch, and Danish, 
H.I.M.S.-— VOL. II. 2 B 
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and a frvv stray individuals, of various nationalities, in the service 
of native ])rinces. 

Medical <dh<:ers n( the British Army made their first appearance 
in Inflia in 173.J. when for the first timt* a British regiint nt of the 
line v\ris employed nmir r the Conipany. This rt'^dment was that 
now known as the liist ])att.dion of the Dorsetshire n^^^dnient, 
formerly tlie 3otli h'oot , whicli lias as its motto Primus in Im/is. 
'Hiis regiment was raised ]\y (h-neral Rirhard (‘fiote in 1702, and 
in its lirst half-century <»f exi^tonct*. beh/rr* it cante to India, 
Served in lh(' Peninsula hom 1700 to 1712, in tlie war of tlie 
S))ani"’h Sii< cession, and in 1727 look part in tlie defenc<‘ of 
(libralfar. 'I'lie regiment alM) seive-d in tlu‘ nir»re famous defence 
f»f (librallar in i//^, wlien- it ejin(*d il> crest, a c.istle and key. 
Dujiiig this second sic'gc* the .ioHi became Ihc E.ist Middhsex 
regiment, and in 1^07 tie* Dorsetshire regiment. W’hcn it came 
to India its Commanding (Jfticer, Colonel jolin Adleicmu. after 
whom it was cTlen knov\n as AdlerrroiCs regiment, was appointc'd 
Commander-in-fdiief of the Comj)anv*s Iroojis, su])t'rseding one 
of India's famous soldicTS, Major Stringer Lawreme. In 1737 
it took part in the Batll<‘ of Blassc'V- Sim e that time, a eentury 
and a half ago. oiTicers of the A.M.D., now tlie R.A.M.C have 
served in India side* by side with those of the I.M.S., and ha\’e 
done thc'ir full share of the medical work of the Army in India, 
in ]K’ace and in war. 

During the last half-c(mtury a good many medical men have 
been emjdoyed by ('jo\'ernment. in special appointments, who weit* 
in(‘mb(Ts neither of the I.M.S. nor of tlu' Uncovmanled Medical 
Service. As instances may bt‘ mentioned Sir Joseph Hooker, 
Dr. John Anderson. Sir George Watt, and Dr. Haftkine. 

Sir Joseph Hooker, when in 1848-30 he carried out the 
explorations wliicli are described in his Himalayini Journals, was 
in tlu‘ ser\aeo of (fovernnient , in so far that he held a coinmissiou 
in the Navy, ;irul receivc'd a salary whic h lovc'red about one half 
of his ex}>enses in the joumey. He was Ivirii in 1817, and graduated 
a.s !M.D. at (ilasgow in 1S39, and in tin' .same yt‘ar reci‘ived a 
commission as Assistant Surgeon in the Royal Navy, to servo with 
the Antarctic Expedition of i830'-43. under Sir James Ross, in the 
Erebus and Terror, He became Assistant Director of the Royal 
Botanical Gardens at Kow in 1S55. and succeeded his father as 
Director in 1865, holding the post until 1885. In 1877 received 
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the K.C.S.I. ; and from 1873 to 1878 he was President of the 
Royal Society, lie died on loth Dee., 1911.* 

Dr. John Anderson, who took the M.l). at EdinV>urf;h in 1863, 
was appointed S\ij)t. of the Indian Museum in (\ileutta in IV864. 
He aeeompaniod ( olonel Sladen's expedition to l4>j>er Ihirma in 
1S67, reafhing Monu'in in Yunnan. His experieiufs in this 
jouiTiey were described in a book. Mandalay io Momcin. 1876. 
H(* was also tlie autlior of a work entilh'd A History of Hn<ilish 
Initi-coursc uiili Siam in flic Strrntrrnih Centary, in Triibiu'i’s 
Orifulal S(‘ries. 1 h‘ was elected IvR.S. in 1871}, recei\(‘d tlu‘ 
deji^n'c of 1 J.. 1 ). Edinbur^di in 1SS5. retired in i8S(>, and dit‘d at 
Mathx k on 13th Au^^^. Kjoo. 

Sir tieor^e Watt. M.D.. cnitMed th<' Beuf^d Educational 
I)epartment in 1873, arnl s>'r\-ed iis Professor in the Presidency. 
llui;li. and Patna r(»ll‘f^e-. In 18S4 )ie was j>ost(‘d to the 
Re\* iHU' and .\p:ri( ulinral Department, and in 18S7 was a]>]>f)intetl 
Rej)(»rt<r (•!! Iv'ononiie I^oduds. While holding that post he 
coin}>iled th<' Dictionary 0/ Indian lu^aiomic Products, He 
ree^-ived tie* C.l.lC. in June*. 1S86, was kniL;hted on 1st Jan., ivjo 5, 
and retin-d in April, icjob. 

European nu'dieal men, not in tlie st‘rvii‘e of Go\’ernnient , 
but pra< tisin^ their profe^sion on tlieir own accouTd. s^'^an to 
have been found in the Presidenry towns since about the first 
half of the eighteenth century. Until a. much later period, how- 
ever, most of these pri\-ate practitioners were, men hoping to get 
appointments in tlie Company’s service ; and most of them, 
sooner or later, appear to have* succeeded in so doing. It is only 
within the last half-century that the servires of pri\Mte prac- 
titioners of established reputation ha^'e been av'ailable to tlie 
public, even in the chief cities. During that period several such 
practitioners have met with much success, in the ac.quisitic»n both 
of reputati(.)n, and, presumably, of a competence. 

During th(‘ last half-century also many Indian medical men 
have earned consider;d'de n'putation and met with much success 
in practice, especially in the Presidency towns. All had received 
their medical education in Indian Colleges, though some, have also 
visited England, and added Europ)ean diplomas to their original 
Indian qualifications. 

* I'or Hooker’s detention in Sikkim, see Cliap. XXVHI, Surgeons as Civil 
and Political Officers, Vol. II, p. 132. 
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Then.' an- two spi‘cial l)ranchcs of medicjil work in the East, 
whir.h must not pass witliout notire ; Medical Missions and the 
work of lady doctors. Whatever may be thought of the utility 
or eflK iiey of general missionary effort in India, nnne can deny 
the suect'ss of Medical Mis-ions ; br)th in the benefits rf>nf(Tred 
upon tVieir ji.itienls by tlieir })rof'-^siona.l work, and in tlie cjpening 
inad(‘ by that work for tlie other aims oi their mis.'-i(ais. The 
developnamt f)f M^-dical Mi.'^'^ions in India dat»s frf)ni tlie second 
qnarlf-r of the nineteenth century, though a few individuals had 
iombint'd nualical with missionary w(»rk at an earlier date. I'ro- 
bahly lla* (irs( to (!(• was John Diom.i^, who made two xa^yagt'S 
to India, as Surgeon of tlie Jndiarnan /:Vo/ n/ ()xfi>yd in 37S ; 'S4 
and in 178^ ^7. He W(»rk(‘d as a nii^sioimry in Malda h.r three 
years, and translated part of tlie New 'it>(;unent into Ihng.di. 
R('lurning to lingland in 1702. he joine<l tla* nt wly iorined Baptist 
Missionary Society, and wint bark tr> India vitli Carey in i7<}3. 
Subse(iuently ho managt'd indigo fa(d(»ries in Malda and Dinajpur, 
carrying <»n l.^oth medi, al and missi(»nary work ;i( the same titno. 
He died in Dinajpur in Oct., iSoi. 

Aruithcr very early m<‘dical mi-^sionaiy was Jc-hn T.'vlor, wlio 
took the d<.'gn-e of M.I). at lidinburgli in iSo.p and went out to 
Madras in the London !Missic,nary Society in 1S03. He was 
aj)p(»inted to act as an Assistant Surgeon in tlie Bombay Service 
from 20th 180S. and confirmed from 26th Maivli. iSoq. He 

died at Shiraz on bth Dec.. 1821, 

The first regukir Medical Missions rM-cm to liaxa hem those 
founded and supported by citiztm.s of ilu' Imited St.itt s in Soutlu rn 
India between 1830 and 1840. Since tlien the work has pro.-pered 
and increased. Medical Missions in India for Jan., icut, gives 
a list of 332 medical missionaries serving in India and Ceylon at 
that date, including tliose f»n furlough and those liolding Indian 
University (pialifications. W’orkei-s (»f many nationalities and of 
both sexes go tr> make up the total ; no less than 195, considerably 
over one hrdf of the wlujle number, are women. 

Where hundreds liax'e done good work, it is almost suprr- 
ihious to mention any individual by name. But it is impossible 
to omit to name the late Dr. Theodore Leighton IViinclI of Bannu.* 

• For much of the alx-tvc information atmut ^fcdical Missions in India I am in- 
debted U) the /wriifln Mrdicai Missiovtury Handbook ; I0 Vt, A. Macnicol, of Leven, 
Fife, formeilv of the United Free Church Rural lienpal Mission at Kalna ; and to 
Dr. J. M. MaephaiU of Ramdch, Chakai.of the Sontai Mission of the same Church. 
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Laciv doctors arc a mure m(Kloni dcvclopinont. It was in 
connection with Mtalical Mission?^ that tluy first made their 
apjiearaiiei' in India. I'lie earliest aj^jvars to have l»een ( . 

Swain. M.lf, \vlu> joined the AnK'iic.iii MtilKulist ]',pisco[)al 
Missi(tn in Xt>iiliern India in iS6u. and worked io-r s»»ine lime at 
Rireli. and snl)se(}iient ly at Kheiri. in Jaipur. I'he t inploymenl 
of iiiotliral Women in India, however, re< t’i\’ed a ejeat impetus 
Iroin the loiindiition e»l the Ihitierin hund, 1>\ tlie wile of the 
Vieerov. in 1S85. The i^reat niaje.rity of lady doctors in India 
are w'orkin.i;- eilheriind<T ilie Dnlierin I'nnd, or in Medical Missie»n-, 
thoiu;h tin re ar.- a few j.rivati* jnaelil i. -in r^ in tlu' laiei' towns. 
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THE FUTURE 

Tuura tfeuy if yoi'n-atn ht?rai 

Homi-R, (.h/i\ySfy, IJiiok 1, line 

Lokj) MoFa.i:v, tln'Ti Scn rctiirv i»f Sl;itt* for Indi.u in Ins dt spatrli 
No. 137, d.ilod <^tli Aiig., ti> t In' (iovri'iiinenl id Iiidi.i, sug- 

gi'Stid that lilt* tinu‘ Ijad ronn* to pronn^tr tin* gn»\vlli of an 
iiidcpciulrnt ini'dical j)roffs^ion in India l)y tlirowing to tlir 

profession in general soni<' of the various i ivil apjH»inlnients 
now held In* nii’inbers of the Indian Medieal Serv ier. 'J'lie Indian 
Cloveniin(*n( , in their letter No. 20, of 201I1 Ang., i(iO(S, arerj)iod 
in priiK'iple the recoinniendations of the Si'eivlary of Slate, hut 
pointed out dilheulties in the way. and staled tliat )>rogress in 
this direction must he slow and tentative. 'Die Sei relary of 
Slate, in his despatch No, 225 of iitli Dee., luoS, decided that llie 
lime had come when no further iner«‘ase in th<‘ i atire of the ei\'il 
l>r.ui( h of llie Serviee could he allowed, and wlieii a strong effort 
must lv.‘ made to rediu e the iiunilH rs of lie* Si i\ ii e hy the 
emplityment of Indian private pnu titioners in tla-ir ])Iai e. 

These papers were i>iihli>hed in and gave rrn- to < on- 

siderahle discussion and difference of oj»inio]u 'i'lie (iowrnment 
of India referred llie question to tin* various Fro\ in( i.d Adminis- 
trations for their opinions, whicli were strongly against the pro- 
posed changc*s. As tlu* matter is one of considerable importance 
to the country and to the Govi'minont , as well as to the Service, 
the correspondence is quoted below at length. 

** Despatch from the Sccrciuyy of State for India to the (Movifynor-Ccncral 
of India in Coitmil, No, 1^17, dated y'* -"Dtg., 1907. 

(Extract,) 

“ 1 desire to invite tlic attention of Your Excellency 's Government to 
Lord (ieorge Hamilton's Despatches. Military, No. 5. i8tli Januaiy, 1900, 
and Puldic, No. 157, 1 dh December. 1900. In the closing paragraph of 
the last Dispatch my Prcdccc.ssor observed : * It would be of such great 
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bencht to Indi;i generally that medical men t^hoiiltl establish themselves 
in private practice in the cuiinlry in the same w.iy as they do in oihei ]>,uts 
of Her Majesty's ICmpire without entering tlie nieciieal servii o eonneeted 
with the Anny, tliat J am unwilling to aeerpt pnipusals basi-d upcni the 
assumption that snhieient medical qualiiica lions will n-ver l>e fomal in 
India or elsewhere onl>ide the Indian Meilical Service.’ I ant not aware 
that this part of my 1 *it*decessnr’s Despatch has ever Unnu'd the snbjei t 
ol a eoinimiiiicalion lioin t Ite ( iovernmeiit of India, but I am eoiitident that 
the y^olicy indicateil in it will generally ha\e the heaily ^aippinl uf Voiir 
lixcelleiuy as it has mine. 1 shall be glad to be inti.*rmed wlietlu i any 
st<-ps lia\'e yet been taken to give ellect tet tlial ix'ln y. and wliellKi any 
further nuMsure.s are in t:ontempIation fur ])i (..'mol ing tin* growlii of an 
indejiendeiit medical ]U()fession in India." 

‘‘ the Goi ti ntfu jif /■/ J tuliu m the Jfoiut' ! >/ Iku inirnt / > the tGyjif 

Hoiiuitrablc iht: ^arctniy of State /•■# luJai, A’e. jo, dated jo-'* elity.. looS. 

i I '.'vtlMCf .) 

“ W't* have t fa- In »ni uii to refer to \'i.>iir i..oidshij> s I .>e'^]>at«. h Net. i 
(Military), dat'.ci tin- v#th Aiigi!.'>t. iej!,ardiiur the nuasiin s vslii*. h li^t\e 

Im eii taken <t a]»- in cMiit empla! urn f*»r p»romotmg tls*' yiowlli t»l an iiule- 
pendent inedital pn th-.-^siun in linlui We desin-, in the fust plaM-. to 
e xplain \^ hy sv«‘ ha\ e not la-pIied at iin e.irliei datr. I .;el ye.u we a<ldi i ; n-d 
I'nal ( iowiniraTg'-. on tlie subp* • id i Hating .» pp< yml nnnt s of imdi* al 
olli' er.'* oi li'-.ih ii III botii url.»an aial i inal ao-a and \v«* ■■u;;gi'sleil 1 hat t h<':.e 
po'ds shoiiKI. wlieni‘\ e!' p-or ‘<ifjfe. be fillaal ]iy Indian rneefi, al in**ii outside I lie 
Indian Med ie.d S'l's i* e. W'e ti ll I Jiat. I In* i ( a < pt ion e i \ eii t o I his ]>rop< e.;d 
wcaald a - i t ns in iejOyine. to tin* desjiaU h, but a.-* (*nl\' one lo< al (ioei in- 
iiienl h.i.s a.'- yet. favoured us with its opinion, and a.; we learn that ^'4Mn 
boi^l-hip depart s an i.'aily exprei-.-ion ol oni \i( \v:-. we proiteil t<» ^dali tin* 
gi'SK i al <.i)ii< In.^'ioiis at wliii li Wi* lia vi; aur. ed. W'e a.ie in <‘iitiie A inpathy 
with tile <lesire to jiroiiiote the growth ol an iiuh-peiideiii medii a) pn fle.-.-.M »n 
in Iinlia, and wi* reci»gni.^i; the iinpoilaiit bearing upon tin:-, fpie.lion «il 
l.ord 1 ieorge i l-inhlliJirs suggest if>ii th.it ,n.l\ a nl.ige .'■In ml*! be t.iIo*n ol tlie 
eiealn>n i.>l new niedi>al ai'jioint meni s lo j»io\id<' foi iht' adnn-’Mon ol 
iiicleyienilenl. ])ra.e.l.it !< M^er.*^ eitini to tin.-, new .ip[Kind ineu 1 s oi to iinn* ol 
the }io^ts wliii h are reganlisl as reserved for nK inljefs ol tin* indi.!i! AJ«'dJ'al 
Si*r\ii.e. ( >ne r.-^senli.il i e.-i i iri i«in. Iiowevep npf.n any redintjon dj (in- 
iinmbers (d liiat service i.-. tha.t it.*; rlrr iiL'lli must .al\\.i\e !»■ sidfn m nt lo 
t he inediial reipiii i iniiils id tin- Indian .Xrmy. In ordei that it in.iy 
ilv> tliis ellectnally it is neiessary that it should iin.linle a !.n;-e n :erv4' oi 
ofhi-ers wlio.se. ser\i*;( s would be avaikilde on tin* oullueak oj war ; and, 
ns a measure of economy, these ri-.x-rve oiheeis nnisl in peaee lime \) 0 . ein 
]>loy<:d on civil duties. It apjiears, Jiowevei , from iin jiiii ii.s ue li.LVt- made, 
that about one-tliird of the olfifi is holding these eiv il ]>osts could ind hi; 
spared for military duly ev* n in the event <.>f an emergen' y so grave as 
to require a general mobilization td’ liie army in Indj.t. 'l o tlie extent of 
about one-third. tlierelorf\ the oiiicers in civil enqiloy do I'ad. Irnm any part 
of the real war resc-rve, and llic-r*' wouhJ be no rnililary objeetions tr> the 
transfer to indeiKMident practitioners of the eivil a}»])oijitnienls field by 
them. Wit have accairdingly to consider whether tlure are objc*<d i<^>ns 
on other grounds to such a transfer. Tlie posts referred to include certain 
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udiiiinistriLlivc* ofljccs wliich must continue to be Jield by senior members of 
the indian Mtdit.al Service. They alsu include some of tlie more imi)ortant 
of tli(‘ (.ivil surg( oiici'*s, sujx riiiO nd^ ntships of lunatic, a.sylums, appoint- 
ments in the Assay (K |>arlnienl , tin ( h< mieal Anah’ser’s dL|)aitnient, 
and the- b>ac;teri<iIo^^dciiI (l"}»arMneiit, and abcait half the professorial 
ai>])CMn.tinents in the \ ,irioii;. inefti. al t oIIimm-s. Witli ic f'nrd to the last- 
jnentioned a[)j>ointni«'n1 s it lias been nrj^ed that any I;ir;.;e leiliution in 
the number ot such posts ic'seived lor m<.*mb« cit the liidia.n Medical 
Stnvie.e would senfni■^ly dimini-.h llie attra*.ti\ eiiess cd that scrviet* and 
])rcidu< e a del n j. »i ation in the ipialitv oi the c andi'la li s. \\’e admit tliat 
this arf'miu.riit would ha\r < oie idei able il it w-tc eoiitc'ni]>l.ited to 

df‘])rive ihe Indian \h «ln al S' r\ i‘ e<if ihc- lull number «.l these ap])oiiitmcnts 
ill «»ne .'>trola', but there is no j/ossibiht y ol cpialitied Caiulnlales loi tli- 

comiiij' at pn*-.rnt lor mure than a. verv small jiroportion of tliem, and we 
do not antieipaff (hat the t X' Iii.-'i'in tlKSc 1* \\ t>o>.i:s will lia\e any 
a]>j)reeial)lt‘ efiei t upon re< ruitnient. i>y the lime that a l.ii'j^'er i!uml)er 
of epnihhed candidates is lortheominft it is }>rol)able tliat tin* nnmbcT of 
nu tiical si.ho«)Is and j»rofessi(jnaI c hairs will also ha\ e incic'ased, and there 
will, theicdcjic*, be no dilliculty in letaining for tlie Indian Medicail Service 
a ]>rojK>rtion ol ]»ri/.e ai)])()iritinents sulficient to maintain ils attractiveness. 
'J'hc‘ attainnunil of llie object whkh Your Lordship and oin> el \ c s alike* ha\’c 
in view clepeiijls, then, ui)on the jMiSsibilily of limlin^: in this country 
medical piactjl.ioiU‘is qiialihed to liold the- appoiiUinents which cunUl bci 
thrown opc'n to tlic in. Idicit! would undoubtedly be no difiu.iilty in 
sc.'curin:*' t he : ei vices of plicate j'l'actilioners wlio are ([nalili'd to hll the l(*^s 
imi»ortanl civil surj;e<MU ies, but vinfortunatc*ly these* arc* just the a.])p<*inl- 
luent.'i lu wliieh the vvar-ieser\ c* officers ol the Indian Medical Seivin: can 
iiHjst sniiablv be ernjiloyed, and the tiansfer of these sm 'iit ii s Irom that 
Sei\ iM* ini‘;ht, therelou*, cause* some ('lubairas.-^ment and K*ad increased 
c*\ pi iidii in e. I'ur ilu- more important appoinlna nls of c i\ il surL'inn, the 
b.u. lej lolo^ical and lalher special po.sis, iind the ’proic :.>ional ciiair.*^, very 
lew ipiahiieil candidates ciailcl at prescait In* lound. Il in onr opinion 
ol tlu* liij'ln*' ! impoitiince and es:-^*nlial to lie- erowih ol .1 o-ally • im leul 
iilili-})<:ndent medial ] ilcht'^- i« mi that tin* [Ui-r.iait hieh ciial.uler ol the 
iinainclion !;i\c*ii m llie ineilieal tcillc-ee.'^ in liidia ; hi*u]d be msiniaiiu d 
nuimpaned. Any diminution ol elinuucy m liiat diiciiion would pn h^r 
to defeat tise ».»bje« l in ^ iew . and wendd nio’^l c - rlaiiily rel oil llie more 
j;c*ner.d c inplovnic n 1. of iiu lopeiuh nt jn.a li! i« 'iieis. Subjeel-, IjowcNer, 
to tJii^ essential eonditiou cd c-llu ienev, wc* an* cjiiile willinj; Tcj a]i]>oint .>i.uh 
jnactitioners to jnofessic'iial ]»o^is when(*ver fully ipialilied candidates are 
iortlu oniint^. And vve* shall also bt* invpancl to .ipjMMiil cpialiiied medical 
genticautn outside the r.inks c)i the* Indian M< dical Service' tc» othc'r jiosls 
which are not rc'ijuiiT’d for the c*in]doy incut ol the war- reserve of medical 
ollicc'is. W’c desire t.o iinprc'ss upon Your l.orclship the excellent wc^rk 
which lias bct'ii ami is lieini.; dcuie by the medical schocils in India. 'I'he 
majority of the students who Jiass tliionidi those scboC)Is dcj already take 
to private practice?, and in this w'ay an independent medical ]>roiession is 
gradually being created. The general aveiage of attainments ol these men 
is not, it is true, equal to tliat of the olhcers c~>f the Indian Medical Sc-ivice, 
but. cMcli generation of students is better than ils predec;ossor, and provided 
nothing iji dune to lower in any way the standard of instruction given in 
the medical colleges, there is every reason to hope that this i>rogressive 
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improvement will be inaintaiiied. Your Lordship will observe tliat in the 
preceding par.igrcLi>lis wo have consiilered ilu* tjue^tiou only with leleronce 
to the general inctiien! jnnies^ii.m in India. We h;ive done so beian>e we 
consider that it is ,in essential eunditiou ol the intiodiu lion ot any seheme 
for the gradual o})eniiig ul (..i\il nuaiieal appointinonts now leserved l«.‘i tiie 
Indian Medical Seixice [u ih.e gen<‘ral medical i.no!essio!i that tpia lined 
caiidulates sIiouIlI be available among the natives ot this ionntry <»i tin.’ 
domkiU-d c •iniiuinit\ . 'The appointment ol linglidi medical men o'. nuted 
in Lnghind w».nild ad to seiious ]ira('tical dmicnliies, as ihc'c jM'ntunn n 
would reqiiiie l-.a\c to Jaigland in th.e same uay a.‘^ members ci the Indian 
Mr'dii .il Servi< i.‘. and. it wt* <.liti not a le.ix e n'ser\<‘ ol men 'annlaiU' 

recruited, we :'linuld. tind tiuo.eKe" in an eml.)airassing ]Josiiion when they 
were g.raiited leave, luitlnr. to naiuil inedieal pi act ii t lonei s in in;.;la>'d 
anrl le-i'm a leaw res»'r\ e wraild iii ei!e» 1 be iucr<‘af e a set ond medieai s« i \ n e, 
which Would donbth'.ss put; tinward i liiims i«» l>e* tK .iled in pus ist lc the 
same way ;a-. tin- Indian Mednal Ser\ii.t\ aiul whi< Ii would di> nollnni; to 
]>romole the giaea ih ot an independent medic al i.'lession in tiii^ count i\'. 
.If Idirojiean medical t>!iic:eis arc* ic-cjiiiied J<»r any p.otu ular aj'point in<*iit or 
( la-'s oi api'oim meats tliey c an, in our c*j>iMion. nu»st .id vanlagc'ously l>e 
sn|>|.‘iicd le>' the Indi.ii) .Mc*dic.il Ser\ i« c*. \\ t‘ de.-iT'* tc» rc inark incident all v 

that We anti- ipate that diliic iilt it's may ari-c* iic.tm the appointment oi 
iiulejjendt ill. mc.‘dic li. jira.* lilic»nc is to j»ai tn ular j)ost*;. sin li .c- c ivil suij'.c on- 
( i( ( Wviiig t< / tin* niuUij)ii' it v < ’ •, i .d niious s<‘i \ e u hu h a re cl* n landed 
oi I i\il " nr;.. eon-., il i-- ijuite -Ic* that, il j'lix.ite |.‘rai tit ioin-i s arc‘ 

aj’ps.aiut <]. jMtn iiL.s entitierl l<; sin ii service.-: max’ not. inliecjuenlly < omplain 
ol Tn*;'.lci 1 . At piesfiii it is ci.unpaiat 5X 1 I V c'.i'-^y to dc iil xx'it h such caimplainl.s, 

but \'. iieii the cixil i.-» not ;i nic iiil »‘*r c.d . 1 . p.irti' iilar .service, and so 

hablr’ to trail ter. Ic.it an mdepeiidc nl pr.n tilioner jierma.nenlly re.>ident. 
in 1 1/e station, it will !.;«■ (luin nil . il the < nni}>l;!ints proxa^ |o be vxi-ll-ioimch’d, 
Ici pifixid'' aii\ acle* iUal c' ic iin-dv sj.tul. ol liis o inoxal liolii otner. ./iid In:* 
rc jiia.* eiiic Ilf. eit!,«-r bx' .a :iol i.c v uide|n‘iidc*ul pi .i«. I ilniiier, il cni<- is a.\ ailable, 
or l.)y an oilic c r of I lie 1 lulian Merlical S« rvic e. d hc'- t* dittu ult.ic . In >\vc*x er, 
are not. xxc b« jit xe, iii'-nperable, mid tlu'V xvill tend to (liiniiii'li with Uu* 
iiicu-ase ill Hie iumib<*i oi pi aelilioiic i s xvho aie ijiialilied to hojii such 
c'lppoinlmeiit.s and .(nxioii." to obtain them. In ccun.lieion, xxe desiie to 
repeat the* con’jd(.‘ia I ions wdii' li, in oe.r c»|»mion. must e.eweiii s.nv adx'ae.t t in 
tin* direction indicated in \'(air 1 .tHd.- !ii]» '• de* pat i h, vi/., i ,< t ha i t lie adv aiu.e 
.siioulij be.* \a*rv g'r.idu.il .nid tentative and in lia* m;nii, l.honj.di not cm hi- 
sixely, liom the bottom, (j) that it slionld l>c mad<; only as leally t)ii;dmed 
candidates become a\".iila.ble in India, {\) that notiiing sj/cand be done li> 
lower the eiiic. iein y of the inediccal .'-ehools and their hospitals, (.j) thal h. 
buhicicnit number <d eixil .appointruenls l.»c.; res.» ived to jacjvide. for tiio 
economical employmcad. of llie wai-re.serve ol the Indian Mc flical Service, 
and (t) that, in rlcti.Tmining wlial tlic-.-e ap))oiiUjnenls should Ik.*, the 
n<*ces.-ity of maintaining the altrar ti vciie'-s of the lndia.n Mc rJical Si*i vice*- 
should b(^ l:)orne in miinJ. When A'oiir Lordsliip has j/laced us in posses.sion 
of your \ ic.rws iijion our ptroposals we shall addrerss local (.rox^ernmfmts upon 
tin' Avhole sulijc! t, and in due conr.se tomnmnicatc to y(K.i the result ol our 
lurthcr ec.>n' id» ratioii of tlie jioinls discussed with them." 
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“ Despatch from the Secretary of State for India to the Governor General of 
India in Council, No. *225, dated Dec., 1908. 

**My -In conned tion wiih Your Excellency’s dc.spatch in the 

llojiu; J department, No. 20, dated 20th August, 1908, I have given con- 
sideration in Council to llie tjuestion whether further .stejis can be taken to 
jjroinotc the gnjwlh of an irKle]*endeiit medical profession in India, by 
thiowirig oj)en to the ))r()fession in general some of tlie various civil 
aj)poinlinents now held by ofiicurs of Ihe Indian Medical Ser\’ice and 
oilier similar a])|)<»iut merits wliich may be created in future. 

" 2. 1 observe wit.li sal i'»fac;tion that your ( iovernmenl are in accord with 
the objr*< t J have in vi<‘w. As regards the means lo l.)e adopted for attaining 
that object, I concm gen«*rally in the principles laid dtjwn at the end of 
your (lesjiatch, and shall bt‘ glad to learn, after you have received and con- 
sidered the opinions of the Jajcal ( iovernmciiH, what measures you can 
propos<* ill Older to gi\e e licet to lliem. 

“ 5. Since: 1899 successive Secretaries of Stale liave drawn attention 
to the obje( tions to indetinite <‘xfension ol the tadit* of the Indian Medical 
Si’ivice ior the jiurpose of ]irovidmg for miscellaiu'ous a]>p(.«intments for 
whii h that Sc‘r\iee, tliough it may offer well-qualified candidates, is not 
till* (Jiily, and may not be the most econojnical, soun e ol snppi\ . Not- 
withstanding the. neces.sity f<.»r ieslricli(*n, tin' cadre ot tlie liulian Medical 
Service has in rectTil yoars contimied to inerease, and, aj>art from other 
olijei'lioiis, its further increase will be Jikc‘ly to (ausc serious dihieultit's 
in the mailer of reeruiting. I have coiisecjiunlly decided ll\at the tina: 
has now ani> <‘d wIk-ii no iurlher increase of IIk* c ivil side* ol Uie se r vice 
can be alhnved, ami when a strong effort should b(‘ ma<Ie to reduce it by 
gr.idnally extending the emi)k»ymenl of civil medical i)iactitioncrs reciuiled 
in India. 

*‘,1. Vonr h!\c'elleiicy’s Ctovennnenl will consider what iqipoinlments 
can best be tilled in this w.iy. 11 there :.hoiild b«* any jxirticular ]K>sts 
re<iuiriiig Sjiet ial ipialificat ions, for whicli suitable ])er.sons, whether Irainetl 
in Indian cadleges or holding hhiropean medical (hapees, W they European, 
luirasian, or Indi.in, c.ninot lx- olilained. in India, it will be iu\er.;aiy to 
.seek (aihlidates from this l ountry. 

*‘ 3. When it; is loniul iiupossil.de UM>btain a man from » ml: ide l he Indian 
Mt'dii al Service to till a particular new civil appoint niciit , or one whit. h has 
not previously been .so fiih'd, I will not ol>jeet lor the pie.sc'iit to that Service 
being drawn upon ; but tlit‘ vacancy si,) caused must be tilled frmii outside 
it. i.e., no appointment must be inadi* in smet'ssion which would involve 
an addition to tlie cadre of the Indian Medical Service . — 1 have, Ac., 
(Signofl) Morley of Blackburn.’' 

1 1 appears that two different ciiu’stions are more or less 
combined in these proposals ; first, the employment ol medical 
officers of Indian instead of those of Eiiro})ean extraction ; and, 
second, the employment of independent practitioners in the place 
of members of a regular graded service. As it is unlikely that 
independent practitioners will in future be recruited from Europe, 
except perhaps for a few highly specialised appointments, the 
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second involves the first. But the lirst need not, and should 
not, involve the second. 

It is admitted tluit the military bramh nf tlu' I.M.S. cannot 
be replaced by an indigenous Service ; also that ii will t)e ncia s- 
sary, at least for a Iniig time to c(»nu*. to n tain in (he hands of the 
present Servic e nunuTous civil appoinliiient^ oi thvec descriptitais. 
Fii>t. most id the more imp(*r(ant li*aching aivpoinlment^ in the 
diihrent Medical Colleges. If an indigeiu)us Service, or pvole:^- 
sion, is t(» take tlu* place «»f the present (mainly) iiuj'oiied 
Service, it becomes all the more n(‘c(‘ssary that tln)se who are lo 
train the future holders of (lu‘ posts now lilled by llie I.M.S., 
slunild be the bt‘st nn‘n who ran got for tin* j>iir])ose. And 
in this eoniU‘cti<in it must bt‘ rememlHacd that Indian ineinl)ers 
ol tlie I.M.S. have l)efoie imw lield j»rofess(>r>lii])S with < jcdil an<l 
success, and do\il)i will th» so again. Sece>iui. the m(»n‘ im- 
portant oj the other ( i\ il apj)<»iu1 ments. \\h(»s( hoKlers cjuild not 
be sj):ii‘ed lor military duly, e\en in time id war, willioiil bein/* 
ri |)lace(l. 'i'hird, a certain nmnber of the* less imjxirtajil < ivil 
appointment^, whose liolders h>rm a re-.ei\'i‘ for war. If the'-.e 
are deductrd, wliat remains to be handed <A-i‘r to tlu* noii-nilicial 
pra« titioie r ? Only a ( ert.iia uiimb»’r ol the less imi)nrtant 
Ci\il Snrgeoih i<‘s, with some appointments in tin* Sanitary 
Department . and some of wliat are called the minor piolesNor- 
shij)s ill llic .Medical t'olleges. 

do a certain e.xltail tliis policy has alreadx been c arried f)ut. 
During the last ten (.'r twelve ye ars tin* number of jxcUs of Ihstric t 
Medical (h'liccr in the: hainls of < i\ il Assistant Surgeons has be en 
incrcas('d ; by lh<- re(»rgani/ation of the Sanit.iry Dc]»arl nie iit 
carried out in nuii many <d the j>osts in that d» p«ulme nt have 
been thrown ojieii te> ijualilied Indians, rie>t in tin* l.M.>. ; and 
a Civil Assistant Snrgecm lias rec<‘ntly bcxai ajipcainlcd to a ]>ie)- 
fessorship in Calcutta. 

As most of the j)ejsls handed (jvct will jiiobably be..* ( ivil 
Surgeoneie.s, it may be use*fiil enumerate the* regular ordinary 
dutit*s of the Cavil Surgeon. 

(i). Tlie superintendence <»{ tlu; chief, or such, disjiensaiy at 
the headquai lers of the* district, the entire responsibility for its 
manag(*ment, and the perhiimance of a fair share of the pro- 
fessional work, especiall}^ of tlie major surgical operations. To 
this is added, in many stations, the superintendence of a female 
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whose medical officer is usuallj" a female practitioner of the 
tlie Sul)-Assist<int Surge(>Ti class. 

(ii) . The suj)erinlerKh‘n( e, as well as the medical cliar^c*, of a 
jail, wliicli may be oi con.'^iderable size, (400 or 500 j)risoiu;rs), 
and must laktr np a deal <if tirin'. 

(iii) . Medical attendance on the oth<‘r oflici;ils in tlie station, 
and also on their wi\’ts ami lainilies, if any. 1 he latter may 
be called ])ri\\i.te weak, l.mt it i-^ wmk whicli ( annot bo declined. 

(iv) . past-)} lor Icni i xaminations, aial otln r medico-legal work, 
with the iiece^saiy (*vidence in ( tairt entailed thereby. 

(vj. ( harge of e h‘»spit.d, including examinal ic»n ol 

re<’ruits, a light duty in soim* districts, iaiily hl‘a^’\' in otluas. 

(vi.) 'l‘lic health olljcershii), cx of the lieadijuarters 

nuini(‘ipality. 

(\ ii). M(‘Mib<Tslii]) of the head(iuarters miini< i])ality. 

(\’iii). Menil)crshi}> of the District Doard, ;ind <»l at kNist out' 
sul)-! <immitlee. 

(iv). Otfu e, including returns, conespondem r. and grant 
{)i niedi(‘al < (‘rtilicatt'S rd health, sickness, (dc. ; the ]atl< r an 
iiujjoitant, and in some districts a frc([ucnt duty. 

(.\). Inspection of outlying dispi'iisarics, from h\ e or si.x up to 
t^^^alty or thirty ; in most cases quarterly. 

(xi). Jns])eciion of vaccination, md only in the headquarters 
station, but also tliKaughout the district. 

d'la re are also \'arious (dlier duties in soiiu' districts, inspection 
of factories, inspection t»f emigrants, superintendence of a lunatic: 
asylum cu of a. vcanacailar medical sc'ln»ol ; insjM ction of tea 
gaixU’Us, (in Assam), cte. Ol course in no ilistricl do all (»i thc'se 
extra duties (»ccur, in nicisl districts nut nu»ii.‘ than one or two, 
in man}’ maux 

As a geiu'ral rule', the smaller the district, the hss the work. 
And for many yeans j)ast members of both the Militaiy and Civil 
Sub-medical Service's liave held charge*, as (.ivil Surgeons, of 
some e>f the smalK'r districts in e'very, or in almost every province, 
and have de>nc so with credit to themselves and with satisfaction 
to the^ Go\'e'rnment. But these men have always been the pick 
of the ir o\Mi Services, the best nu*n clu>sen out of several hundreds 
in these Services. It will be a very diffeient matter to hand over 
the numerous and important duties of the Civil Surgeon to a 
casual i)nvate jwactitioner. Much of the Civil Surgeon’s work 
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is only reinrUely ci»nn('cted with the pracTiec of medicine and 
surgery, and all of these other duties will he quite new and 
strange to the ])rivate praetitioner, how(‘ver well tiualiiied in his 
proh'ssion. Indeed, it; is in the ]H‘rfonnanee (»f thrst' extra 
duties, more than in the a<‘tnal prof(.‘ssional work, that the outsider 
is liked}’ to fail. 

For this reason it woukl a])pear he best tliat. if ]i«)sts now 
held by ineinbers of the I.M.S. wtTo handed over io local graduates, 
the men to h(»ld them should be sehatial (‘ntirel\', or alm(‘sl 
entirely, from the I'xisting Provincial Medical Sia'vices. Most of 
1]u‘ memlHis of lIu‘S(' ^(‘iviees havi* had >om<‘ exin-rience of tlie 
duties of a ('i\il Surgeon, either at headciiiartcrs, during tlie 
Civil Surgt'on's a.hs<‘nc<^ on tour, or on a. smalha’ sc.ilc in a siih- 
clivi-ion. As regards Indians wljo ol)lain ICiiropean (jualilica- 
tions in (ircat Britain. {!n\\', if not too (»Id for a])]>oiu! meui in 
Government Servic(\ lia\-.- tie- npport unitv of ( omjv ting hir the 

I.M.S. 

Th»' pif.epnsi.’d rliangc may !*• ('onsidered from fmir ]>oin1s of 
\’i(‘w ; lirsi, that «)l the Government ; secoiul, that of the country 
in general ; thiial, that (»f the olli**! Government S»-rvic('s ; fourth, 
tiiat of tilt' I.M.S. itself. 

As regard.-, the lir>t, that of Government, tli(‘ interest of 
Ciov<‘rnin(‘nt may be summed up in two words, elti< iem'y and 
economy, of wliich the urM. is the more im]‘ortant. If the 
question is asked, wlietleu the proposed < haiiges will be con- 
ducive lo eflK iency. the answi r must be emphaticall\' in the 
negative. The work, though done more cheaply, would be less 
well done. Tlu> again .q>plies le-s to the regular piofes^ional 
duties, th<»se of the hospital and atiendance on patients, tiian to 
the others. More ospef.iall\' u<mld loss of efficiency be manifest 
in the managem'^^nt of jails, in medico-legal, and in ccrtitjcale work. 

It may be said th<»t the new typ(^ nf Civil Surgeon would 
not be appointed to the otfice of Supl., but only lo that of 
Medical OtlK er, of tlie jail. This sj'stein has been tried already, 
both in central and in district jails, and has faih'd in botli. 
Almost (ivery feature in the management of a jail, diet, punish- 
ment, work, is a medi<al matter. Tlie non-inedical Supt. 
cannot move without the help of tlie medical oflic(=‘r, tlie medical 
officer is powerless \\illiout tlie Supt. Such a system of divided 
authority is a fruitful source of friction and delay. 
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The native of India, especially if he has not had the advantage 
of some training in Enrope, is often wanting in a sense of duty; 
and is very subject to the tyrann}^ of caste and to social influences. 
I^'or this latter one cannot blame him. Few Englishmen realize 
how great lliese influences are, and how difhcult, one might 
say how impt>ssible ii is. for any Indian, oflicial or non-oflicial, 
to defy or to Ihuart tliem. Ihe boycott is a. far more effective' 
weapon in India than ever it was in Ireland. 

As regards IIh- question of economy, it may be admitted lliat 
tlu' cost of an indigenous wauiUl be less tluin tliat (d an imported 
Servi(;(\ But (Tfuiomy consists, not simply in getting work 
dom*. in sonu' fashion, more duMply tlian before ; but in getting 
it done JUoiv eh(‘a])ly and not less well than btf«>re. It. is false 
economy to y)a 3 " a lower price, if one gets an inferior article. 

It mav be ]>ointe(.l out also that, if haal gradualt's were 
substituted for the pnsu'nt S«'rvice, it would l.)e better, botli for 
Cjov"(‘.rnin(’n1 and for tin* ])iiblie, that the oflaa'is thus appointed 
should I>(‘ formed into a reg\dcir graded ser\'ic(‘, than that tlu'V 
should be casual units, oa< h man engaged to fill a particular post, 
for as hnig as he chooses to hold it, and Govt'rnrnent chooses to 
employ him. A regular service, witii periodical inrrc'mcaits of 
paj', is of coursi' more expensive than the engagement of indi- 
viduals, hu' it imjflies expense for leave pay and for pension, though 
a pnn idi'nl fund might be substituted for the latter. But c>\Tr 
th(‘ men who form a graded service Government has a hold. 
Each man ma}’ Iiojm* b\' gfuxl work to get a better po->1 , or ma}^ 
fear to lose by bad w'ork wdiat he 1ns already grd. But over 
the man casually employed his employer has little or no hold. 
He has little in the way of leave, and no pensicui, to lose. If it 
suits Iiim to throw up his w’ork w ithout not it e, he. will probabl^^’ 
c](‘ so, whatever the inconvenience to his emplox’er. 

The st'cond point of view is that of tin* cuimtr\^ in general, 
mort' imj.^orlanl even than that of the Government, llort', evt'ii 
more tliaii in the ease of (iovernment, the first consideration is 
eflicient'y. Economy is a poor second, for the amount saved 
wtuild be a mere dn)p in the bucket in the cost of administration. 
That the ( hange proposed w'ould be welcomt'd by the men who 
might hope to get the appointments vacated, is obxdous. But 
tluy are a very small factor in the population. Would such a 
change be in the interest of the great majority, of the dumb 
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millions, whoso voices are hoard in no Boards or Councils, on no 
platforms ? If the rliangt' is roall}’ tn their advantage, cadit 
quacsiio. If not, the rt'verse answer must be given. 

From the tliird point of view, that of the memh(Ts o[ the other 
Goveniinent Services, the nt'W scheme looks worst of all. That 
the members of the Eiiroi>ean Services pnTer a doctor (»f their 
own class for thenistlves, and still more for their wives and 
families, cannot be gainsaid. The prehaenee may be s*’nti- 
niental, no doubt to a certain ext<‘nt it is so, l)ut it t'xisls. And 
it has som<* nnscni, t(»o, apart from seniinu'nt. lo»r the native 
prartitiemer, liowever sl^illcd, is ofh'n a]>t to lo>e liis lu'ad at a 
critical moment. rath<'r tlian to rise to a senses of resj)f»nsibilit y. 
The social side of the ciuestion will also alha't tlu* oth(‘r Ser\’ic<‘s, 
tliough ( to vein n lead can hardly be (wjxa ted lo take this into 
(aai^idcrat ion. The willidrawal of one. out of two or I hia'c’, oriHaas 
in a small station, makes Hit' mu( h j^loasaid to tlu* oiu' or two 
left. 

Tlie fourth and la>t |>f»int oj \ iew is that of tie* l.M.S. its(‘lf, 
the imjinrtant of the four, except, to tlie members of that 

Ser\ice. And it ^et ms that, (.»ut «»1 all cfuicrrned, the nnanbers 
of the l.M.S. stand to least by such a change. The proposed 
changes \\'(nild be introduced only by degrees, and mainly from 
the bottom. If th(' less attrat tive appointments arr cut off, if 
fewer posts remain available, at lea.^t those wliidi an- left will be 
in every way better worth luilding. Th(‘ diief loss to the I.M.S. 
would be tlu’ somewhat diminislu'd (»ppor1 unity (/f gaining 
experience. 

Whether such a change would affect recruiting, (*ither for tie' 
I.M.S. or for thf- othc^r SfTx'ices, mu?«t rt-m.iin lo be socn. Opinions 
may well diflor. It certainly ifcnv. tliat (hor<' is no reason \\'hy 
it should affect recruiting for the I.M.S.; but that there, is good 
reason why it should affect recruit ing for the other I'airojican 
Ser\ i( e.s. In sonif provim es. Civil Oliici vs have already, in many 
stations, little chaina; of obtaining European medical attendance 
for their families and for them.selves. And it seems likely that this 
drawback to an Indian career will be in future increased in im- 
portance. Such is the logical conclusion. But, human nature 
being what it is, the actual effect may, not improbably, be exactly 
the reverse. Recruiting for the I.M.S. may be affected, bei:ause. 
such a change would appear to diminish the prospects of that 
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S(Tvicc ; while the candidate for the other Services would 
|)robably never hear of tlu' r>rd(rs, or, if he did hear of them, 
never givc^ a thought to how they might affect liis own future 
career.* 

The whole quotion of the Morhfy schemi! appears, for the 
present, to have re(ecl< d into tlu* background. But it is bound to 
c(jinf‘ to the front again, sooner or later. The Royal (.’(unjiiission 
on tin* I*iil)lic Ser\’ices in In<li:i, which Vx-gan work in Dec., 1912, 
has taken tlu* subject into consideration in 1913. And ('hanges, 
in the din ction pointed out in the Secretary of State's despatch, 
ai‘(' certain to ( (ime in time. WhelluT tliese chang*‘s will l)e for 
g(»od or for evil is a matter of oj)inion. The nnnil)ers of the 
I.M.S. may be scunewliat n-duced, in course of time. But it 
is i)ra.ctii ally certain that tlu* prospec ts of lli<‘ indi\ iduals in the 
Ser\'ice will not l)e injured In* any such <“lianges, 

Amdlu'r ('hang;e whi' h is ( learlj* fore>liado\\i d as inevitable, 
is tlu* subslitulioii of tlu* station hospital sy.-'tem ha* rt*gimental 
lu»spitals in the Indian Army. A ('ommitt(*e. t‘f wliieh (lu^ P.M.O. 
of His Majtsty’s h'orces in India and tlu? J)irect<»r (h'lieral (d‘ 
the I.M.S. were both numbers, was aj^pointed in 1910 to eon^idi-v 
the (]u<'Stion. This committee, it aj^pears, r(*i)or 1 ed in favauir of 
tlu* change ; but little action has yet been takcai. onac('ount oi the 
opju)sition of the Financial Department, as increased efliciency 
would }>robably involve increase of expenditure. The reform, 
however, is (uily postponed. 

The chief argument in I'avcmr of the. old reginu-nial system is 
that it is one congenial to the Indian Army. Both oftiens and 
men prefer to as their medical atttmdant in sickn^ ss, an 

offi< or whom thoy know, and con.si(.lor as <mc (d Iheinsclves, 
rather than a stranger from an alien department or corps. And, 
in an arm}' recruited by voluntary enlistment, the preferences of 
the soldier are a matter of considerabk'. importance. On the. 
other side are even more weighty argument.s. First, that the 
station hospital system is tin? more eflicii'iit of the two, providing 
a more modern and up-to-date treatment than is possible in small 
independent regimental hospitals. Second, that the regimental 

• Most o{ tlic above comments on the Morley scheme ” arc taken from a 
paper eonlributeti four y(‘ars ago to the Ittdian JHafiral and published 

as a leading article in that journal in Aug , 1009, pp. 300-303. 'Ihe results of 
the eutraiKc examination for the in July, 1913. seem to show that re- 

cruiting has been allcctcd. 



THE FUTURE 


385 


medical officer, unless his energy and zeal are more than common, 
is apt, in tlu* course of years, to lose toir li with his profession. 
As his age and length of service increase, liis rank and his pay 
steadily list', Inil his responsibilitu^s do not grow, as do thost‘ of 
iiifii <»f every other vSer\ ice. The Lieutenant-Colonel liiuls his 
iesponsil)iliiies and his ihities exat tly the same as t]»ey were t weiit y 
years before. Indiaal he may, cjuile possibly, lia\’e ha<l liardii* 
W(»rk and greater lespoiisibility at live years’ ser\ic»' than at 
twcnt\'-iive. If he goes on leave, he may haml over charge to a 
Litaitenaiit, wlio will do tht‘ saints work that lie has l)ei n d<'ing, 
and will do it just a^i widl. 

h'orly \ eais ago, in tht' ivgimeiilal medieal s\slem in the 

British Army j^assed away. It died n^griMted. but it vhi:d. And 
no one \s<'nld now seriously suggest its lexical, lii the Indian 
Army also (he regimental system is IkuiiuI to go. Most of tlj«»se 
who have seixed as Suig<.on'> to a ngimeiil will regret ilu: 
passing of the old system, which has lashd over a (entiiry and 
a. half, under whieh the Siugton was an otiicer of a. partieukii* 
legiinriit, sharing in and jiroiid of the n.‘gimental trailiti<uis and 
liistoiA', ratht r than a mem])er « f .in iiulepiuideiit Se^\■iel^ But 
modern [)rogress, like the car of Jagaimatli, jiasses relent lessl\' over 
all that stands ill the way ol eiiiciiaiey. 1 he reginuailal lu^r-pital 
.system ha.s outlived its nsi.i ulne'^s, and must behue long pass 
away into the linilio of things that have been ; while its epitajih 
must be, not but Rii/itii Siiil. in pace. 

A ste)) in this diia** titni has aln*ady bt en taken, in igi^, l)y 
the iniroduetion ilie eombined hos}»iial system in stuue hfiy 
<antonnients, ineluding sueh important stations as j^‘sllawm■, 
Rawal I^indi, Luekiiow, Sikandarabad, and Baiigahae. 'I'lie 
combined hospital is, how( vt r, far short of the station liosj>i(aI 
in administration and eiiuipmeiit. 

A closer and im^re intima.te rrlatiunship between tlu; two 
branclies of the Service, military and civil, in the future, is 
desirable. How this is to be brought about is not yci aj)j>arent. 

A scheme for sucli closer relati(mship might ];e sketcJied 
somewhat on the follf>wiiig lines. Thi! chief desideratum is, lliot 
officers should not remain pcriiianenlls'. a.s they now do, either 
in civil or in military employment. Every officer, with only a 
few exceptions, should be transferred at intervals from one 
branch to the other, and back again. It would n^quire ;ui 
H.I.M.S. — VOL. II. 2 C 
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actuarial calculation, probably of no great difficulty, to fix the 
relative lengths of these periods. Taking tlie total nuinbers of 
the Service as between 750 and 800, of whom a certain lixed 
number are required, in time of peace, for military duty, and 
am^ther lixed number for civil <inj)loy, with about twenty- li\'t‘ 
l>er Cent, as a ntserve ; it would be necessary to < alculate \s hat 
the respectivi* number ni years spent by eaeli oi'licer, during a 
term of tliirtj' years, («»r of twenty, or twenty-live, or of any other 
numb« r of year>), in mililary and in ( ivil i niploy respectively, 
should be. Probably it would work out as about three 3’1'arh' 
military to four 3'ears' civil duly. An ollicer would begin his 
career, as he docs now, with a ti»ur of military duly. After a 
fixed tour of such duly he would be liunsfern d, ar. a matter ol 
course, lo civil employ'. After amdlier ii\(‘d tour of ci\'il employ, 
he would return mililary duty ; and so on. 

Fuihjugh, it ma\’ l)t- objectial, would (leLite a dillicully. 
N(d in ‘cessarilj'. It would, indeed, be* iieiessaiy !(.» itjuali/.i* 
military and < ivil furlough l>a\’. At ])rese]ii the inedical oflicer 
in civil employ draws liigher furlough jrix , uiuit'r cix'il iiiles, tliaii 
his eontem|M>rar3' in mililaiy einj>Ioy, for tlie lii>1 liall of his 
service, oj rallier longer ; while the mililaiy olllct r litis much tln‘ 
best of it ill his later yt'ars. It would bi* necessaiy that liotli 
should draw the same rales of furlough ]>a>', acciH'ding to lenglli 
of serviee. .As ri'gards taking furlough, most men would jiro- 
bably tr\’ to take their leave at the end of a tour of duty, 
military or ci\'il, Sluuild an officer lake leax'e in the middle 
of such a tour, he would sim|)Iy liaxe to eomplete that tom* of 
dut}’, niilitaiy or civil, on his return, befort' making Ins next 
change. 

Some exceptions to the g<*neral ruk^ would doubtless be 
necessaiy. t'ertain appointments require certain spi^cial quali- 
fications. And to employ men, sjHcially competent in certain 
lines, on work which could be done t qually ^vell by others without 
those qualifications, is to waste their special attainments. Such 
appointments as those of Supt. of the Botanical Gardens, or of 
the Museum, those in the Chemical and the Bacteriol(»gical De- 
partmi'iits, possiblj' also Professorships in the JMedical Colleges, 
should b(r held b\’ specialists, doing their own special wo"k 
conlinuousl3^ and nut liable to transfer to the regular line, 
cither mililary or civil. But all such officers, holding special 
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appointments, should be seconded from tlie Service, and inelii^ibli* 
for promotion tiie adminUtrative ranks. 

Oilicers uviT a cerlaiii length i»f service, say twenty or twenty- 
five years, nii^i^ht a!>u be allowed t<» n'luain, for llie ler l (d ilieir 
serxice, in miiilary or t ivil tanphw', as llu y inii;lit jaefei , witlmut 
ailVi lin^j; their elii^ibility for pre»jnota>n. 

Some Mali schiane of alternate military and ci\il employ 
Could l)e W(»rked without any j;reat ditliculty. Ihit there is little 
doubt that it would be: unj^oj^ular with llu‘ Serxice. It etuild not 
therefore be imj)o-ed’, without hardship or injustiee, tui those 
already sei vin^. But there xvould be no hardship and m» xiiili- 
culty involved, were siuh a sclieuu' a])pn»ved. in briniJiii; it into 
f<ir(t.‘ for all x\iio should cnlt-r the Service after a. certain dalte 
True, it would lake Iwt'iity xa^ai-^, perhii]»s rather loni;(*i\ to brii^: 
all llie meiubeis, of the St i x ire initler ilie la w schem<‘. But 
twt'uty X'tars, xvhile a loii*^- spell in 1ht‘ lih‘ of the iudix'idual, is 
but a slant |»e]iod in the hi>tt»iy of th*‘ l.M.S. or of tiu- Indian 
.■\rmy. 

Antitht'r subject of inti'i*est, not st> miu‘h t<.> tin* l.M.S. a:i to 
llie luedital profession in India, xvhich is now' jiressiiii^ mi the 
public and on (jox'erniuent its claims for atteiitiini, is Kc^;i -.t i at it»u. 
The lirst Medical l\t*;.dstJ alion Act, under which (li(‘ (hnunal 
Medical (Aamcil xvas f«»nncfl, and a medical I'ej'isler instituted, 
was jiassed in hjifdaild in l»^ 3 tS. A set t>ii(l Act xvas passed in iNSb, 
under whit h <Urecl rcpiK st-ntatixes of the ])r(jfessi<tn, elected by 
^.^tuieral Vote, xvme added t<» tie- Meclital (aiiiru il, formerly entirely 
(’omposed of delegates frmu the x'ajiuus lict iisini; bodies, and of 
(roxx'n lunuinees. A similar Registration Act, setting up a 
Medical Council, whicli wt.»uld keep up a medi< al register td tiualilied 
practitioiu TS, is mut li needed in India, and seems likely to her ome 
law xvitliin the next few' years. 

Th(‘ fust move in this din-ction xvas made by a prixatt^ j^racli- 
tioner in Calcutta, the late Dr. J. K. Wallace, wlio, about 18(^8, 
published a medic al direebuy of qualilied medit a! men in India, 
in conneetioii xvith the Indian Medical Record, of xvhit h he xvas 
proprietor and editor. This directory, <d' ct)ur.se, had no ollicial 
standing, and it xvas very incomplete ; still it c ontained much 
useful information. A few years later a Iic:gist».:r of qualilied 
practitioners in Bengal xvas published by the Inspector Gcmeral 
of Civil Flospitals of that province, and has since been issued, at 
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iir.'st :j.nnu:illy, and llH’n trit-niiiaHy. This n-gister was fiilltT 
than Wallace’s, but \^a^ still ilKolnJ>letl^ and, having im legal 
authurit}’, was f<>r iiilunnaliun coily. AKu it dealt with the 
l)n)vinr(* of Bengal only.* 

In ii)i2 :i Mrdi< al gisiralion Act was pa-.>« d in Hoinbay. 
a Medical ruiiin il (ui tliat pioviin <• ha:^ been lornu d, alu! held 
its (iiht. iriretiiig on 2.(1 h S‘ pt., Hji2. A medical regLter tor the 
])rovin(;e of Bnint)ay will piesiiinably be iv^iua.l before Imig. 
Olln-r pi oviin (■> will pt i hap'- wait and '■'••e Imw tlie Bomba}- Act 
works, before ]>a.''sing similar act.- of lh«'ir j>wn. 

It is to be ]iop»-d, litAvever, that legislation in this directive 
will be Imperial, not i)roviiuiaL The Dominion of Canada lias 
lately afforded a useful (ibject lesson of this necessity. In 
British North America the n*gulalion of inedieal education rind 
prae'tiee was among the MibjiM ts under ]nuvineial ( ontml ; and 
(lif'lieulty was experienced in getting the <‘onsenl of all the different 
provinci's t(» the passing (T a Iv**gistration .\ct ai)plicable to the 
wlioli' Dominion. This was not i*llee(i*d until nji2. Befoje that 
year a man. (pialilicd to jmictise in tun* ju'ovinee, was not per- 
milted to practice in another, until lie had fiillilhal the eoiiditions 
required in that ]>rovince. Each provinee might, or iniglit not, 
lecqgni/e the qindihcalions given in another province ; wliile, 
none t)f tliem were in any way bound to ri‘cogni/e British degrees 
or <lij>lomas. It is not to be desired that a similar condition of 
affairs should aii'^e in India, under \\hicli ]M‘rhaj>s Bengal and 
Bombay miglil refuse to recognize eai li olher’> degree^ ; bin ■ 
might liiid a I’oinmon ground h»r union in dediiiing to recognize 
those given in (Ireat Britain. 

No medi(Ml regi>traliun act could i)ossibly be passed in India 
which would prohibit ])raclice by nnqiuililied men. To begin 
with, it Would be iinpo.ssible either ti» recognize the followers of 
the indigenous systems (^f medicimg kobirajes, haitis, and hakims,' 
as ijualilied men. or to jirevent tlioni fiuin attending those who 
pridVr their services. But it would be easy to limit to men on 
the register certain privileges, siicli as the ptjwer to siu’ for fees^ 
io give certificates recognized in courts of law or by superior 
oifu tTs, and to fill posts in the service of Government or of Ie»cal 
V><.)dic‘s. 

* A no-.v anU more complete Medical Directory for India is now under 

preparutjoa by Messrs. Tliackcr, Spink, & Co. 
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Lae^fly may hi nuntii>nfd aiiulliir medical dev<]*»ji]jii‘nt nf 
iiiiportanc(‘ to India., one for which a demand imw hein*; made, 
a demand vdiieh. it i> \o be h«*jn‘d. will be met in the near inline. 
Thi- is, a reinilar j^raded lemale medi« al Servi* **. wuikinj; mui' r 
Go\eniTnrTn. on lines sijnilar to thoM' of the eivil In'amU oi ilie 
I.M.S. Snell a S' lA'icr would, ot tom-f, be j>ui( ly « i\ il, it wojild 
h.i\e no eonnet lion with military ho^])itals. in pejee t>r in w.o'. 
Medical w<mien havt^ efteeled mueh duiini; the >hoi( linv, baiely 
folly years, for whiiii lliey ha\e worki'il in liuli.i. ihil so far 
oiily llic* fiiiiL;*‘ of tlie iie< {l (»f raieh work lia> been tom lied.. The 
medical wfuiien in liuli<i beli)n;; < hieily to two spt'cial ekm-es, 
servine eilla i- under Hie Hufferin l''und or in Medi‘ al Mis>ion^. 
Both ela-.o's tre;it iliieily. thoui.d\ not e\j Insively, women of 
tlie Io\vt‘r (.‘rd« r Bxaii the I)utt» rin l und and tie* mi. -ions -ufler 
freau Want <if fiiiul'-. aiul want of wtukeis in ^uMieieut numbia 
At the eit-at m.ii*a'ity ol Imlian w*»men, to j)ut it nuKlly, 

dir-hke male naali* .d at lendaiue. I’.xet'j^l in tlu' Iowan* (lasses, 
tlie ma.jority will eillier ;d><oiulely reln.a‘ sueli aliendamas or will 
put it off until ton iaie. 

\Miat \> i(M]ui]( (I i-, a ree.ular ;!raded Ser\'iee of Tady Poetors, 
mainta..ined and jrdd by (li<- Si.i^e, a< tin* Tieil Sur|.;eons an* 
maintained a.nd ]iaid. Thi' wa.nt is not >u]>pIiiMl, exeepi \ei y 
impel feel iy, eit In i' b\' Hie Putlei in I'nnd or l)v Medieal Mi '.ions. 
M i.'-.elf ni> h:i\e lie ir own .-peci.tl .nms, nni om liisi\elv professional. 

The number- seiA'ini^ under the Dullerin IHind an* i f>m]>;na.- 
tivel\' small, .iiul tho-e ( in]»lo\'rd In* that fund have liltl** to 
l(M>k lorw.o'd to iji the \'.ay oi future jiro .])i rl Bay win* h may 
b'- .iriij'lv sulfi' ieiit for a doefnr, male oi jemale. to sta.i t with, is 
not ;sui]ici(‘Tit for i]v same indi\'i(hi.i! ten or twentj- year- lat- r. 
Bro-]»eeis of re{;ular ]>romofi..n and in* rea -e of pa\- aie ii''<'e. . ai y 
to induce capable ju'a*. liiionrrs to devede llieir li\a. lo the work. 

SiK'h a Servieir mirdil l>e di\ided ijiio ;.^rade^^, wiili leeular 
hnrea.'^e of p.iy, after |b'r. t(‘n, iifteeii ytM.r.-'’ :.f‘r\i'e, cie. ; oi- lji(‘ 
pay miglit be ]>ersoiial. Ii.xed at rates risiii;^ by smaller im i* tuent , 
each year, willeuit the di\’i'-i«ui iiitei enides. rise woiuen admitted 
into sudi a Ser\ ii e should either liaxe jCuro|)ean (.hploinas, cu* in 
.some ea>es th(»^e of Indian lTiivei.-iti's mi*^hl l>e ateepled. 
certainly nolliinj:!; IcAver. At j)irsent most of tin* femah* hospitals 
in India are officered by women trained, f»r ^ upjxt .ed to be trained, 
up to the standard of Sub-A»i>lant Sureiams (formerly Hospital 
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A 'knits) hf»lflin^' (liplniTKi*^ fmm tli*' v^Tiiaruhir medir.il schools, 
Th#'s<^ \\Y»o)rn, with few cxrepl ion<, are not equal to independent 
ehar^^»' of a hospital. The f(Mnale hospital , Iht'iefore, is under the 
Miperintend<‘n<‘e rd the ( ivil Snrke^ai. Ho must \'isit it regularly 
to sof^ that the work goes on prop<Tly. But the fact tliat the Civil 
Surgeon, a man. \’isits the hosj»itaI n^giilarly, is fatal tc» the wry 
oV>je( t with whieh femah* liosjatals are. kept up. Even s<», his 
supervision is necessarily iinperfert, for he is always liable to bo 
told that any j)artieiilar paticiU is a panhi wr)m;Ln, who will not 
sec him. Some parJaiiishins arc trc aKal in hospitals of thi^' ( lass, 
but the gn at majority ot lh»- p;iticnl-^ ar(‘ wom<ri <»f the haver 
<»rdt rs, wlio d(> not ]>rofi'.-> lo k(‘‘ p tin- piinla. d'hc abo\*c remarks, 
of (durse, do not aj^j^ly to tho.-'** ii»)s])ita Is. muiu rnijs, l)ut still 
far too few, w}ii( h arc under tier ciiarge of pn>pi‘rly qualilu'd 
la.dy doctors. 

If such a S(U\i<'c wen* started, there would be littl(‘ diJliciiIty 
in atti*a('ting renuits, at rates of j):iy, moderate Id begin with, 
if r*’gular irn reni(‘nts at fix(‘d y)eri(»ds wen- as-ured, with delinite 
and HMsonablo ]jr(»spe< Is of furlough and pension. I'he stmior 
and tile nion^ skilful inemlxas of the Ser\ic(* would naturally, 
a - ill the ease of I lie I.M.S., ris(‘ to tlie < harge of t lie mor(‘ irnjxntant 
lM*s[)ilals, III eae]i j)r<i\’inee tlaa**- should be an admiiiist rative 
head of the I'cmale S(.’r\‘i< (*, whose duty it should b(‘ to visit and 
insy)eei all tlu' female hos])itals in the ])rovin((‘, and who should 
ha^ e no aetual ])!'( ife'>si( ma i work, though she miglit be allowa'd to 
eonsulling pra( ti<<'. 'fhis Inspector sliould work mu.I(T 
tlu' A.M.t.). of tin* ]nt)\inee. And tlu' local female h(ts]>ilals 
sheuild be remo\('d fiom the sujieriiit « iidem e of ilie < i\'il Surgeon, 
who, while depii\'ed (»f authoiity in tluan, should e<inally be fitaal 
from all responsi]»ilil y iu eonneelion willi these liospitals. 

It has n'ccntly beiai aiinoum^e^l that (.h»\ einmeni havi* cha ided 
against a Slate Medical S(‘ivi('C of Lady Dovtors, l>ut have 
determined to siibsidizi' the Dul’feriii Fund to the extent of 
/'lo.ooo annually, to enable that body to giv(‘ better terms of 
]>ay. leav<‘, ete. This is a step in the right din'Ction, but falls 
far short <»f what is r«‘ciuired to make tliis Servii'e really' satis- 
Iact<‘iv and satisfied. 
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HOSPITALS IM INDIA 

And, .iliin -’ Ihi )>,>. k<-,l ati.I )n '.(ili.ntiiil tmsn. I'f.tili iMuki d ilmvn ” 
Kiri.i Ni.. I l>ilt!r i, A l iiir rf l':rii < 

Tin: j'lrst lins])iial in Imli.i. :ippi‘;n's In hnvc Wen lh.it at (ioa, 
iiH'iUioiu'cl in hry* r s .1 rdrels. llu' jirsl hn.'^pital at Ma(ll■a^l was 
ojH-nrd abnut ; lla* rsta bli^hnuiit of a liosi)i1.al at Jhiiiibay 

was iindi'r di'-».'ussion in Ttijo, but a]>i>an‘ntl\' it was not ai tiially 
«'|)*]i.'d till !();•(>; thr oavliost hns})ital in ralcniia. datos from 
1 7^ 

It will bo Miost f oincniriit to ronsidcr Indian hosi>ilals ^^oo- 
.£.;raphi‘'a lly, lakiiiJj <‘a< li Pn'>id* n*'y >«‘])aiatfly, in tniai ; tin.' 
Im.-piials in < ;o li INi-adrin y town l»«-ini.; do.dl with more or h>s 
in olir(»nMlo-;ii al nuler. 

I. Bombay. 

lli«‘ Uv'a Ml ot a liO'^pilal in Ihimbay st-eiU'^ to hav<'. 

been inadf in 1^70. In th<‘ Surat Iharics, WA. Ill, ib()<^-'75. is 
f;iv‘'n a ('onnnission of in>lrnrt ions, dated Hombay, 5th M.m ii, 
!()()«) 70, showin;-,' tiiat it had been didt.Tinined to l^nild a liospilal 
in the town. 

('■}ifijni:-sh>n fltmhay, March, n><>9,'7f‘. J bo 

iji i. e.-'.s.iry tondej wco |ia\ e for IIk^ of our jx'oplo hiit-ti juitt ijs on a. 

re'.olulion to liuild small lor enterlaininenl. of the si^ k ancl wtxike 

y'' icitlier I'H-causo ex|H‘rieneu balli proovcii the nnt.nrall liise.ise o.l llu; 
Countia y to Ix' infectious and th(‘relor<r *l;ui‘'erous to the tiarri.son, whenv 
fore wee hav(‘ pitchc-d on a eoiivenit jit place for the s'* liospitall and desire 
yev' to order it to ]>e erected in a fru;:;all way as may consist w'*' ]>rudenc,e, 
but thou^lh tin* <'oni])'‘>' arc at y*’ char;.’;e of hiiildiiiK tlie hospitall, yet those, 
y^ receive Ihc^ benefitt thereof must bearo their owno expenc.es otlKU'wisc 
not to be admitted.’' 

App:ir(‘]itly thf project <i{ openinf,' ;i hospiCil Ining fire for 
several years. The Minutes of the Bombay Council, dated 
23rd Nov., 1675, c>>ntiiined in Bombay Diaries, Vol. II, 1674-81, 
direct that two models, apparently rather what would now be 
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call»;d plans, of thf proposed nrw hospital, should be sent for 
ap|)roval ifp the President and (Vmneil at Surat. 

*' Ordered that the two Modelis or Draii^thts of an Hos})itall now drawn 
out. ho sent up to tlie Presid^ ami C'onncili desyrin^^ their ai^provalJ, of w*^' 
they lliink mf>st convenient, and their order tor proceeding aceordingly ’* 

The receipt f)f these plans was ;u kno\vledi:;ed , and the plans 
were r.onsidered, in a letter from Sural 1o Bombay, dated i8tli 
Dee., 1675; a seconrl letter, dated ntli Jan., 1675/76, further 
di>f iisses the plans and site ; a third, dated iqtli Julv, 167^, saj's : 

(*e Iik(’ well of your proposition (»f inrikin^:^ tlK‘ ]>r(‘S('nt Court e)f 
Judieaturt' an Hosj)itall ” ; and, .six ni(»nths later, a letti’r from 
Boniba\' tn Surat, dated 241)1 Jan., 1676/77, rejiorls that tin' 
n»-w lir)sj)il.il has ln.'en opened and lias luoved of inneh ser\’i< 
ICxtrai Is fnnn tliree of these lett<TS an* gi\'en below.* 

Extract, Letter /nun Surat to Bopyihay, 18^* />«•<:. . 1073. 

" Wee iK'artily lairnMit y‘’ frcH|nont morlaljty of o’' count ryineii and doe 
witii 3^)11 ini})uU: it to tluar ^vosse iiiul scandalous Ine<;ijlaritvs in ilieir 
si( kness, w<'‘ wee jnclj^c would bo nun li prevenied if \%v\' laal Hosnn.dl 
wlMTC'foro wee liave determined (hnl willing ioorext soe ncci*>sai \- a building 
w^*' all s]i(r(l witliont attending furtlier orrh'r from Pnglaiul, am! wei; do;.' 
heuebv' desire 3’ou to prepare nialorialN w^^’oul furtlier drla\' on 3’^ Iloid’’’' 
r.om]v'‘’ ( har^’e. or if \‘ou want woe will suppb^ 3’ou from henct'. 

“ Wee Iiave I'onsidered of two modelis w^*' in v' maiiv* we« like well 
i>ft, blit it seeuK’th to um y’ 1he3' narrow, and not so<* uuk U yard 

loMUM. U'ft. as there ought to be, n(»r is tlu-io room*- imougli (or y'‘ ('livrur..'.<x»n 
and his family and oile r attendants as there ouglit to be. Wlu'o loie wee 
havi' ordered here another moddell to be «lrawne out nu>ie large and airv, 
and conseijuently more JieallliN' for y'' sick ]»c(^ple. ari ording to w'^' wee 
wouhl have 3'ou go\'ern yo^ sc-Ives ; !)ut tirsi ot .dl wt e woidd h.i\e \’.iu 
arix'ipe y' place wIk’K.? it is to be built, fi>r wee ao' ne.t uus' h iin lined to y' 
plaerr foiineiJ3' di’^igned 1)3' Collonell Make fearing v' y' aiie is not ^-oe gf>o(| 
theie an<l it is too vieere v'’ .sea. W'lierehiie doe von « Iium* out anoiln r 
place moie c.oiivenieiit, having with all regaul to y' hue <4 y' fh >i i iiica.t ion, 
and alsoe to v*’ line designed for 3' Chiiritian towiu'.aml \v” you liave }>itt lit: 
u]»()n a lamx'eiiic’nt place, and ap]'‘ointed a ])l.icc for a garden a<ljo3'iung 
thcK unto advise us thereof, l.et y’’ foundation lx* of good stone ami lime, 
and let. y’' groiiml be raiscfl at least 3 or 4 foot higli ; walles ma.3" be 
l.Miill of sand stone and lime, and raised to a coiivenient height. I'or other 
matters wee referr unto \'ou a.s aLsoc wee doe 3*'' disposallof y' ('InTiirgeon. 
and of their chests i)t medicines desiring 3-ou to avoid and ]u event all 
occasions c)l just complaint, either from their + Chyiurgeons or their 
patients. 

* 'riiosc Ihror evtracts h.avo been printed in Sclrctions fynm the Letters, ])e~ 
sputihfs. tnu! tiihrf SttUr I\i pt t s preserveii in the Sren iurtiti ; If 'tne Senes, 

\ <)l. 1 . hhliled bv ti. W. l^'orrest. pp. 74. 7S, i.jo. 

t 7 'heir. probably miscopietl ; the word should be the. 



HOSPITALS IN INDIA 




Exiracl, Lctin front Suraf t.y Bombay, daicd fan ,, i'‘75 7^'. 

" The scituation of y*’ placD wlioroon to em t y'‘ lIospit.iH all wo*' l<\ivo 
totally to yo^ ji.Kl;i;rin’ to act therein as you shall thiiiko most convenient ; 
and wee would liave* yon soe net'rc as possible you can ( oniply with 
desires in y'’ modell wee sent you downo ; as to the lenj^th and lueadlli and 
all other dimentioiis; those <>pcnin^s out of y*' wards rtud ( hvi ur^toirs 
lodginj^s an* dossigned for windc»wos ami not lor doore^, and i li\ i in ya'ry 
roiamcs must hr one story high ; wee sliall be inindluU on .dl o> ca- ions to 
siniply vfiii witli huge t]iiantilios of Chynam, being stMisible of your great 
cx]>enre" liiereof. and wee oiilv want boats to carry it dtAvms" 

Extract, Letter front Jii>iJihay to Satat, dated 2 .y'* Ja)i.. it»r'*'77. 

“ Our souKliers, thanks be to (iod. continue, very healihlull, lor whereas 
last yeare from Octolii'r to I'eb*'' tlu're died above joo nD-n, this yeare w»'(' 
have not lost 13, most ohw'** of imj^osihuination in v' liver, inin. h \v '* 
l')OnefU w('e must aitribnti* to o*" m-w Jio'pit.dl ; wer- liavine talo n y'" old 
Court of Judicature loi y’ n.se, i! being a tiling so highly m-cessary, h»r the 
sonMiers <lo nut di<- bv any siicli I. it. ditv er>ni;onntant to y'‘ < liine as some 
vainlv im.igine, bat bv tleTe irre;’,nlaril v iV waul of din' aitend.ime when 
sj‘ Iv'. l-‘or to jier .on-, in a lln\ 7v . . . \v''^Ms y" conntry disi-isi’s, siiong 
drink ami flesh i‘- inortall. w' *' to make an l^n.l;hsh sonldiei leaM- of is almost 
as dii'lh lilt a.s to make ihm divest ids nature, iia\’ though pri'siMit fleath b(‘ 
laid down before him as th<' ri'waid of y'‘ ill gralilying hi^' palate. This i;; 
th(' Irm- raiiM- oiir lioniliav bills of e'orla.llily have swelled >0 In.'di, wliere.cs 
in y" Ilo-,jiitall nothin;: < au t'orne in or out w’*' out j>.e>'.ing y'‘ I >oi t< airs eyes 
y’ wi'C h.ive great < onfidem e ihi- Ilospilall wdl vo‘ Mon' some humh(*d 

ponmh’ \ ea.r(. ly w' ’’ y' trans{»orl <'>f sonloif I's e.\acts." 

In iTjoN John I'rvrr, one id’ tlir licsi known of tin* ( -oiuiiany’s 
rally medical oftiens in Western India, ]uil>li:-liMl in Lomlon an 
iici ovint of liis sciA'i.a' in the lietween i()^2 .md Ma-Si. lie 

vi'inarks (]>. Gy) that at liombny there I'xi.ded “ neither i Imn h nor 
liosjutal, botli whieli are mightily' to he desired.” On ]>age-, i p) 
and 130 he mention", that a hospital was in existeme at (io.i, 
wliieli lu.d only p.ii<l its w;;y, but was a. smnee of pue.fit ; i.iMe r 
an nmornmon <»eennenc,- fi.r a ho-.j>ilal. 

" 'The F’aiilistines ( njoy the i>igg«'st cd all tiie Mona tei ie.s at . l\o< h, 
in it is a. falaa-rv, an 1 Io..]iita.l, and an Aiiothecai v's stjO]^ wi ll iin nr he<i with 
■Mt dicines, wlr ie. t iasper Antonio, a hloiT-nl inc, a bay lirollif'j oi the<>i(h-r. 
the author of the t'loa Stones,* luing;* thf-in in 30,00(1 Xerepiiins iiy that 
invention annually'. ITo is an ( )lri Man. ami almost l^lind, being of gieat 
Esteem lor liis long ]»raclice in i'hysick." 

Fryer was Surgeon at Bombay' from Dei'.. 1673 to Sept., 1O74. 
and from Ajnil, 1675 to March, 1O77. During the intervening 

♦ G:>a St nir, c.Tlled also Ltdrn dc Ga>.prr .-Intnniu, :m arlitici.d stone, mndc at 
Goa, in great rej)iit^' iliiring the sevenU-enth <cntnrytor its imslica! viilne.. flic 
Xcraphin was worth nearly eightecnpcnce {Ilobtvn-Johson). 
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sf'vcn months he was Surgeon at Surat. From March, 1677 to 
Jiin., 1679, ho served in Persia, after which he- again held the post 
fT Surgeon at Surat for three ye^irs, till lie sailed for England on 
19th J^m., 1681/82.* 

It; is evident, from the letter ol 24th Jan., 1676/77, quoted 
al)ove. that tlie liospilal a I l^>onib.iy had been opened before the 
end of 1676, i.c. shortly befi»n' I'rver hdt that city for Persia. 
iMoni his statement that there was no ho^^])ilal at Hoinbay, we 
may (onOude iliai ii had not been opencfl d’.iring liis first stay 
theri‘ ; and }'iroi);d)ly was started not long Ix fore lie l<*ft Ihunbay. 
It s»‘Mn.s piobable, Iheiadore, that tliis lirst lio^pital in Bombay 
was ()pene(| Inwards the t iul of 1676. 

AiUitlicr Jetier from Surat to Boinl)ay. dated 24th Jan., 
^670/76, slauvs one way in wliicli moiu.y was rais(al for llu^ 
lios])ita!. ( a])tain MineJiin and Mr. llornigol<l, of Ihnnbay, had 
fought a duel, for wbich tliey had been susp(‘n(lt*d, jdaced under 
arn'st.and reported to Surat. The Pusident lliere ordered tlieir 
r<‘Jeast‘, on paynuait of a (ine of seunething under eat h. 

" I'or Iheir Ix-tlcr lanicmbraiKa*. sake wee doe re<)^ they bt* lined 
;io Xerapliins n p(‘e(.(^ bnvards y‘ building y‘ new 1 lr>.--|»ilall w' weeieijiiire 
you t(^ see perlbi ined/’ 

Dining the siege (»f Bonibav b\' the Siddhi, in i6S(j-oo, a 
lufspital jdii|) wa^' in use. An i ntry, dated istli Marcli, j 6S8 
in the Konihtfy Diatics, Vol. Ill, ibvS.p ()o, stale.- 

'* I >’■ ( .line, .-e-lioure from liosj»it.al ship willi Ii*;! of killed and 

wounded.’’ 

'I'lie use of hospital shij>'i hu' tlu* rt'< epiioii ami treatimad of 
the w<Mind<‘<l in wai' is usually i onsider« (l an iiiiii'»i(anl aihama*, 
in tlie military medicine of om own time. Ihsl “ ihere notliing 
now und<‘r the sun." 

A (|iiart<‘i of a c<'nttiry later, another modern de\'e]opm(‘nt, 
female nursing in hospitals, si-ems to ha\’e been aiUit ipaled in 
Bombay. A Mrs. Pack luid been sent out from England as 
matron for the B<»mbay hospital, and had marritxl soon after her 
arrival. She do(s not seem to havt‘ vacated her post on mar- 
riage. IbT husband, Nicliolas Hatch, was the Company's Master 
Carpenter. 

* Sro Chap. VI, Early History, Surat, Persia, Pombay, anil the West, Vol. I, 

pp. Ot', <e/. 
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“ Toj/'l, 20^^ Ffh., 1 ri P.n k, who was sent out from Knj^Innd 

on the (Jiict'ii hs Mdlnm o( the Hospital, and wIk' has hitely maniiMl M*" 
Hatch, allowed a siilarv of l^o per annum, and to liave convenient rooms 
near the liospital.'’ 

A new hospital building was eroded in nvMV the ^Marine 
Yard, about tlie site of the modern Great W'estern Hotel. 

In 1736 and 1737 eonsid<‘rable frirtion took plaie between the 
two Bombay Surgeons, John NeilsiU) and Ih'nrv t'om])ton, who 
made diarges and < e»unl('rehargi‘S against t'lu h other, ( vuupton 
was exoiierat<-d, but resigned on aceount of ill health, aiul w<-nt 
home on 7 tli Od., 1737.* One oiitiaune (d these di>]>iites was tlie 
a])pointm<*nt. in (’/ujs. of 3rd Sept., 1737, of a standing (dunniilti‘e, 
(■(Uisisting of the* Marim* and Land ^^l3'lnas<l'rs and tin’ Caj^tain 
Comniandaiit, to insjHa t the li<>spital monlldy. and report on it 
t«) tl\e ('iHineil. 

d'lie ('(‘fis. of ;;oih June. 173'^. camtain a rejiort I>y tivis (h»m- 
mittee, and regulation^ lo]- the hospital ; aho tin* existing staff, 
and a projjosed re-ai rangeiueut lhere»)f. i' Ba tit'Uts admit ted, it is 
diret b'fl, aro to be dix'ided Indwei'n the two Surgeons, those 
athnitlt'd one week going to tin* first Surgeon, tho^e id’ the next 
^^'eek t<» iIk' seiond Surgeon, 'fhe pay of [h»sj)itid Assistants was 
fixed at six rujM e-, of nul<io(>r A'->i>.lan(s at eiglit rujiees jier month. 

Aivdher r«‘]>ori by the Standing ('ommittee is eoutained in 
the ('ons, (v] i.pli Maia.h, I7d:)/.jb. also mw n‘gulati(»ns ha; th<* 
h( ‘S])ilal. the eliief of whi* h are, that the Surgeons -.hall visit the 
hospital twier* daily, at eight a.m. and hair ]»,m. ; that jialieuts 
are to l»e divided eijuallv l)<*l\\('en Mr. Xeilson and Mr. Mallhison, 
that eaeh sliall keep eharge of Ids own e.a-.es thnjughoul, and that 
they shall eonsult eaeli other in serious ease^. 

The same ('(ms. «jf Kph Manh, ('outain He' dvd ue-ntioii of a. 
lainalie Asylum, ordering a plae<g lUMr the bai k of tlu' hospital, 
to be fitted u]> for hm.d ies, at. a. I'osl of Rs.125. 

Grose’s I (0 the liast Indies eontains a jdan of Ihuubay, 

in which tle‘ hor>})ilal and doetorX house, Xo. 7 on the plan, are 
shown as a large building near th<‘ sliong the west of tlu; 
harbour. Grose went to India as a eovenantiid writer in 1750, 
and desi ribes Bombay in that and the following years. 

♦ F<»r Xt.'ilson and Onupton. soe Cliap. X, J'he FirU Half nf the Ei{*hlcrMih 
Century. Vol. I, 

t This table is Ldvon in Chap. XXVTI, The Unc'>vcnantctl and Subordinate 
Medical SeroicFS. Vol. 11 . p. i'>2. 
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The Cotis. of 15th Oot., 1755 contain a. report by Ihc Ilo^ipital 
(.‘oininittoe, on which orders were ])a;-sed tint " ii room for 
c.hinir;;ical operation^- ** should b»‘ built. 

The Ct}ns. of 25th An.q:.. 1762. rec ord another quarrel b(‘l\vc/en 
the two Bo]nl)ay Surf^eons of that datr, Richard Pcavival and 
James Wenr*lc‘y, as to their respcM ti\<- dutic-'., Percival asserting 
that, a.s Senic»r Snigc-CfU, \Vendc*y was undca* In', oiah-rs, while the. 
latter claimed to be ou a foc)ting cef ecjuality. A Coinnnttec* was 
appoiiitf*d to in<|inrc* intc> lh‘* disputes tliesi re peal i.s enlerc'd and 
a}>j)ri»vc‘d in the f'ejrs'. of 7th Sept. Tla'V suj»jK»rtc*d Wtaisley's 
c laim, that the t\vc> Sui’gcons wc-re on an ecjnal foiling ; and 
tlircaled that thc*y slamkl receive* ])alic‘nt"' for treatment on 
a 1 lc‘rn.itc- a. rc-jx'tilion of tin* oiilers (»f I7.]S. New liosjnial 

reguljtiiajs weie drawn up. .md arc* givt'U at le ngth in the* Ctjus. 
of iqth Sept. '1 hey c(»ntain nedhing (»f iinportancc*. 

A J-iombay leltc'r c»f qtli Feb., 1771 rc'pf)rl'^ in ]).Lr.i. 37 that 
another set of new regulations for lli** lioS]>i(al has Vu ^n drawn up, 
and in j>ara. 38 tliat the erection of a (.‘himical lilaboratory 
has hcci\ r)rdc'HHl. 

The r(n/.s\ of 2.|th l>c*c.. 1 J 7 ^, gi\’c tin* follcaving snl)ordin.i I e 
stall, .e-. >ei\'ing in tin* In»spit..l under tin* Surg« oin. : M'*>srs. 
Mal e h. (.'i'o/.i(*r, l’'Ic'<'ming. and King, eadi lis.7() jxa month ; 
Mr. Didcuot, K''..4e> ; Messrs. Jc'ukin*-, Matlhcwvs., and Ca.brab 
<‘ach Rs.30.* 

On Ihe-e oltieri';^ tin* ilospii.d C«onniiite*‘ report a> follows : — 

" I'ovni tin' n",)i c'.’tnlat ion <»f ili- Siir:r cn we line! tint Mr .0 Ix'n;::. 

Jrnlans. and l>hU*iol. an* ol littl'' u -o U) tin- (losjcu.d i!..-; tannut 

]»r ii- lird ii(>r»n cilln i ior rompounding 01 di-'p' feinL*. id nn-dii inrs. ('on-^r- 
cpic'iUlv ilic y .et c* an inrnmtii an» «' tipon Un* Jior-pit.d. arid inrni' nimrt. .jssary 
I'xprn.sc. “ 

d'he ] Miard’s ordc v ui>on tliis re]ioi i was--- 

“ ll is ordered, as tu(» of tin* A'-'-istanl Sing* on iiirntion.ed in the 
report to he ati iiu iiinhi am c only, t ann* from Madra.-, llial they return 
IhUliei hy the lir.st op]M.)i tunily, am! 1 led they ho disc ti.irgevl from tlie 
s.ei vic'o. '* 

Of the ('ight otlic ers altove-n inic'd. I In* only <>nc wlnr.a* name is 
giveti in Dodwell and Milos' liusl huiia Medical List is Francis 
< ro7.ii*r, who onUTod the Bombay Service as Assistant Surgeon in 

* This onh-r is cpiotcd in the fyotuhav Gazcttfcr, Wd. XX\T, I\^rt III. p. shi. 
\\ mif llu :a\tli nanu* is i.:i\en as I In tin t<»pn n oi the r j'lr.-ei vol 

in MS. in ihc India tUtua- hver-rcK. il is uinloiil’iidly Jtu.Ktr,::. 
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Aug., 177;^ iH'oaino Hoad Surt;oun on lolh Fob., 178.^, and 
Monil>*v (if Iho Modioal Board uii 15th St'pt., 17S9, only sixttH^n 
yoars ailor liis tiist aj)})t»iiitinoiit, an in>tanc.o of ycvy rapid pn»- 
iiiotiun. Ho diid i>n board Iht* IVoOtiforii on his way homo t.»n 
23!*d July, iSoo. Tlio naiiu‘< i»f hvo of tho others .j]>[)i-aj- in tho 
Service Army Lists, Mcdicnl, lH)mbiiy, tlmo lar.L^o MS, vohnnos 
in tho Military Ivooord Dtpartinont of Iho India OHuo. T\\t», 
Jonkins iintl King. ha\*o an iilontioal noto to thoii' iiainos, “ ( a mo 
from Matlras, n'lXiitod tt» bo of vory litllo iiso to tlu* hosi)ital, 
ordoi'od to loiiirn to Madras ” ; <'\idontly a. summary ol iho oidiT 
abow. DidoiotS name is mtorod in tlu*so lisl'^ Dido/al. in 
Iho MS. (Anis. Hit* mimo ini^ht hr road oitlior way. Ho aL'O is 
intorod a^ “ Ihs^ hari.;od tin- sor\ ioo bt ino, (»l xaay littli; ii>o to (ho 
lio>pilaI, J.ph I lot. ojiibor 177J.” W illiam Mai t h wa.s appt»inlod 
(»n 1st Jam. 17(»<>, and wont lioiiio -iok in ()ot., 177S. W'jlliam 
Idoiiiini;. wa^ a]»pointt'd t-n .1st h'<‘b.. 177.; : liis J'nrthor raiooi is 
iii/l ro' f.id« tl, Tho namo;» oi (‘.dnal anti Matthows do not a|>jM‘ar 
at all, ]Ht»hably tla y wcTt' Snb-Assis( ant Suri;otjns. l'ht‘namoso[ 
Jonkins ami Kin;.: art.- not » iitort-d in tht* Service Army lAsis, 
iMediCiil, Miidciis. King, as rolatod in (.haj). XXXII, B’cir 
Sen ices, (\’t.l, II, p. ini). was altorWtLids oiio </l llio baiglish idlioors 
lakt-n pri^«>m r in iho st t tind Mai^^nr war. 

In lyb*) an t/ld hos])it;d, ftjrmorly nsi-d a.-^ a h<»sj)i1al ior nu n of 
llio Ivoyal Xa\ y, w.is ifljuili, on Oltl Wtimaii's Ii-lajni. A l.>t>mbay 
('joiionil la‘llor, dated 2 1st Fob., J7b(), ropiats, in ])aia. i<j, 
{Abstroefs, Letters from Bumbny, V<* 1 . HI, xyhy to 178J), 

" Piosrnt i Imt ■laall, iuivo a|>pn)|aiait tJ oik; 011 l >lfl Woi nan's 
Islstiul ii.sid for llio Ivia/fs S«'i\i«o I.i.st tv.ir, aiaj ojj ji'*' I rhi nary. J 70.S. 
wi' iJi'tor niintd 1 «.> Jit it np in <1 onjuniojjtai.s juaiinor, l>ut otiior bijjitJjiii^os 
then oarryiiig 011 jarvt nti tl fair fini'-Jiiuf.’: il tJit ii, Iht.’i t Joi o y’** iii.stanl 
doU-Jiniiu-tl to toinploal il ii;4iCL'ahIi; to iui I-Siijriati; dt-Ju 1. 1 rtl in aiiKuinting 
to JVS.9J34.” 

The Btimbay Cons, of 28tli Fob., i/Ot; ordt r t-stiinatos fur build- 
ing a sliod iv hr usr‘d as a laaspital fm* soj^oys. T his h<>sj)ila.l had 
only a shoi't lilt/, of somo liftocn years. A (joiicral Lottor from 
Bombay, dated gist Doc., i/Sj, sijlos in piiras. 25 and 26, 
{Abstracts, Letters from Bombay, IV, 1782 to I78<j) — 

'i'hc; princijKil Surgeons of tlio Iloi-pital having coinjdained of an 
infringement of their Contract by the soiect C.'ommittee having abolishect 
the Sepoy Hospitals, we i:>suecl orders countermanding that abolition, 
agreeably to the Surgeons' Kcquest." 
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Tin- sc [:)(>y hospital was, ljowt.‘V**r, abolished l)y a G. O. ol 1784. 
A Bombay (leiKTal Letter of 3th Jan., 1785 reports in paras- 
^7 bi 3O; {Ahsiruitii, Ldievs from Bombay, Vol. IV, 1782 to J780). 

“ i lie Sepoy lfos])it;i.l in it> foi in aln»]ishi*<j, iin«l the I ’residt-ntVs 
iMan for establishira^ Baltaliiin ! Ic»r jtitals ailojitecl. 'I In- Inlnir mode of 
condut tin// tin; lanojiean iluspitai will soon In'; t on ddi red. “ 

Tin* Ci>ns. <d 20 th St ])t., 1781, mt iilion that the plans of tiu: 
new hospital, ])repaital ]>y tin* Prini:i]>:il hmeiiuar, are to ^o^t 
Ks. 5, 15,023 ; and that tlit* seheiue nnisl be ])osl))on<-d .iS too 
e.\])eiisi\'e. This estimate amounts !»> UHUf than douVile the 
eost of the Cahaitta Metlioal Collfm* J hr-jiilah in the middle of 
1h(; iiineteintli eoniury; and is maily as ]ii,L;li as tliat of tlie 
present St. <.ieor#.;t:’s Hospital, towards tlu‘ end of tlial < fiilury.* 

Forbes, in Oriental Menuor^i, V'ol. I, j). 132. stales that when 
he left Bombay, in 1784, llnae then existed three laia^e liu>j»itals ; 
one within the i.;ales for ICuropeans, amdher on the Esplanad<- for 
sepoys, and a tliiril fnr eon\aIeseenls on tlie adjat aait island, (Old 
W'ojnan's Island). The lirst of tln‘se three was the (lemral 
Hospit.d of tlie day, the s<'eond .nid third weia^ llie two ojx iied in 

A letter from the Bombay Medieal liocWd to tl\e ( omn il, dated 
'2.4tli An;^., :i787,‘j’ ioinjdains that only two Snr^a'ons are allowed, 
to attend the siek of thtse three hospitals, wliiih are all at S(»me 
distanei' from <‘aeh other, and t w<i of them <uilsidt‘ the •.i.des ; tliat 
tw(» men eaniiol e«»])e with the w<‘rk. in additiftii to all their t*ther 
duties ; and tliat Idtheitt) lour Jiaxa* b(‘en allowed, d'liey furthei- 
.slati‘ tliat tlie munbej' of sit k in the {.;arjison nnuh exceeds that at 
F'ort St. Geiui^o. aiul is almost, if not ([uite, ispial to that at 
Caleiitta ; and tlial (>n the nioniinr; of the day they write tluue 
were 325 in-patients, of wh»*m 221 were Europeans, in the three 
hospitals. 

A Bombay Military Letter of 23th March, 1801, reports in 
para. 60 that the hospital w ithin the Ftut has been eomp]el< d. 

* J lx' itMMm tills fstiin.itf \v.is m> liij^h. \v;is that iht* HoinlMv (.'uiiiKil, 

in Iho Cons, ol Juiif, 17.S1. ha«] ivquirotl that tliL- ^xoposnl m w ho pital 

shouhl lx.- l>oml)-pi\>«»t. in caso of a sicj:v. In the Cons, ot juUi C)cl.. the 

Suima>n> approxerl of tht- )>lans, hut ol»jt.cUxl to Iht' pioposecl site, as too con- 
fiiual and too noar the naii\-e town, and suficcs tcd that the rctpiireinont tliat the 
hospital slmuKl ho Ixuiib-proof might he drtipped. 

t 'rhiN letter is given at full length in Chap. XXIII, Aiiminisir-./tivn ; the 
Alcdii iii Ptfoydii. 
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In 1824 in‘\v buiklini;s wviv eivitod for iho hospital, in Hornby 
Road. It took in iho si< k both of ihr garrison and of tlu‘ rivil 
population. In itioi, tlu- in>litution was movrd to ti.‘nijn>iaiy 
quurtois in tho giauinds of the Artillrr)- barrarks in h'ori (irorgo, 
and in 1876 to a building called the Ottiens’ Ouarters. 'I'lic 
fouinlalion stone of the pia'Scnl St. Gci»rg<*'^ Hospital was laid on 
22iul lo-b., iSvSi). on the silt* of idd l'‘ort (ieoigt*, and ihr buildings 
welt* la.juidelrd ill at an (‘stiniattal cawt id' an 

i>tiinali‘ little higluu' th.m that of 1781. 

Some soit of a native hospital was in use in i8oi), and treated 
about twi iity patiiiits daily. It was sujijxali'd b\' (ioveriinient. 
The Bombay nativi^- dispi iisaiy was (i])ened in 18J4, and tlu' 
Girgaiim disj)en-ary in 1846. l)uring tla* la*>t half-ientuiy a 
number of largi' Imsjiitals have l>eeii Ci»nstnh;led and ojK'm'd in 
liiiinbay, wliirh owe their ( wistejii e in gii-al j>art to tin* cliarilabli' 
liberality of the wrallhx’ iiilialiiianls. It is inqiu-sible to .i\oid 
being slruel: by llie gi..-at <oniiast. whieli Biuubay prrr,rnt--, in 
this lospret. \u the (dlier J esidi. jn y tiAVns. 'I'he (]li«'l lin.'-pilals 
in BoiuIli\'. be-itl'-^ St. tieor^*. *' Hor^dtal, arr* — 

riir J.iui » tji jijibliai llospilai, in l\irel Koatl, l>yeulla, wa'-. 
foeaided in 184 ], lla* hunnlaliun stoin* l>eing laid by Sir James 
Burnes. 1 \.. 1 I., tlien Se« r< tary <d the !Meili< aI Board, on jrd Jan., 
184 ;. Tile liuihling was ri\rted at llie. joint exprns«- (d Sir 
Jam-rlji Jijil>Iiai and (d' the laist India ('om[»aiiy. It wa*. 
formally ojM-ned, as a hosjntal for iiati\<‘'-’. in M.iy, 1845. It eoii- 
taim d an i'\'e disjieiisary and <d)sleliie wards. Tlie foiiiiei- wa-. 
sul>sr(juenlly iran'^feired to the Sir (‘owa-ji Jehaiigir (.)phl lialmie 
ll«;S].>ital, oj)en<d (>n 2]st Juls'. j 80 (.>. I'lie J, liter lia.vi* sim c been 
rejdaefd by the Hii Mallibai and IN til ()I»slrtri« Ilosjdlals. 

The (iokiildas 'i'ejpal llo>pil.d for nativt s was begun in .May, 
1870, and e(»m]>leltrd <»n 81I1 April, 1874, at a tod (d Ihiee and 
thr(‘e-(iu<irtei lak/is, of whieh Goknldas Tej]»al gav<- one and a half 
lakhs. 

The Pestanji Hornuisji ( ama Hospital, for wiuueii and i hildien, 
on tile Esplanade, was founded on 2jrd Nov., i88 and <4iene(l in 
Aug., 188C, at a cost of Ks. 1,71, 722. It is wanked l>y a femalt^ 
staff, the iirst head of wliich was Dr. Editli Peeliey. Tlic Bomanji 
Edalji Allbless OVistetriv; Hospital, in llie same compound, and 
w'orked by tlie same staff, was opened in 1800, tlie trustees of tin; 
liite B. E. Allblcss cuiitiibutiiig Ks.GG ooo. 
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Tin.'. Bai Wadia Ob-tctric Hospital was founded on 

(jth Mar( h, i88<i, Bai Mallibai givinj^ one and a halt lakhs for con- 
stnutir)n, as well as the xaluable >il«‘ ii(‘ar the J.J. Hospital. 
J hr Sir Din^ha\v Manrkji l\til Hospital Ita* woiiirn and children 
\v;is lounchai in Jan., i8'}(>, aiul (ost R^.i , . Both \sere 
opi ll' tl in Mairh, aiul repl.H id the feiualr Wards of the J.J, 

lh*.-jntal. 

A Bombay (». O. of iSih Man h, i8jj. '-am lioiird the establish- 
ment of an o])hthaImir institution in llir eity, and api)ointed 
Assistant Suriaon Riihmond, td IL.M.'s 4th Drai;oons, as 
SujXi inlriulrnl . 'I’hi'^ institution was abM»jbi'<l into tin- jj- 

Hospital in j8.|5. 

Thr tirst niriition of a Lunatie Asylum in Boinl.>ay is tliat in 
thr rNlj'acl gi\rn a.l)o\'r, from the Cons, of l-ph March I74')/4(.>. 
Thr Asylum at (adalxi wa.- rstablidiril r^ixly yrais latiu*. in 1820. 

'J’he Allbirss Lrjx i I hum* ou Tiunibay idand was lound-.*d on 
J3tli March, i<Soo; the Lrjx'r llo^jiital at Pair] wa-^ < omi)l' bai in 
Jun<\ 180I. 

A Cienrral Lrttrr from l>onib<iy, dated j^nd Jan., 
mentions in jiara. 8j that Mr. ()ijnr’> house at Anjen.m> liad been 
Ixui;.;!!] as a li(»si)ital for livi- thousand fiDinnis, about four hiiiidri'd 
rupres. Alexander ()rim‘’s c.Lreer is rrlatrd in Chap. X, The 
/■'//. s 7 Half of the Ki^htcoith Century (Vol. I, ]\ 

'Dk' Dutch foiinded a la/aiftto, or Irjxi' hor'j)it.il, in 1728, at 
('o( hin, oil the Malab.ir coast . In 178*^ a small |>o.\ lio^pital wa.s 
samiioiual and eslaldishrd a.l Tellichcrri, pio]>ably the* tirst 
spr<’ial ho'4>ital for infretious disc.iso in India. t Anjeni;o is in 
tlie slate ol 'rrawiiicia-e, Tellichcrri in uhat is now the Malabar 
district. I.h>th were oilit eietl fiaan and sub(»rdina1e to Bcunbay, 
but conducted most of their corrc.spoiidence through Madras. 

11 . Madras-t 

Th(* first hospital at Madras was (4)enod in 1664, as reported in 
a letter dated loth Nov., 1664, from William Gyfford and Jenuny 

* .-/es/o/i7.c I.i'iii fA fritni Vol. I.\. p. 

I M.r.I.., Nu. i <»7 oi 7 th J’cb., i 7 Sy; Tdhchari Cons.; VtvI. XXXIX, 
t>P- 7.S- 

J Most ol till* history t>f ilu taily h(»spiials in MaUra.s. up to the* < na of tlie 
ri;.;hU‘t*iuh u ntiiry. is taken funn l.ov«*'s iv.'>7/^'rs of Old Modra^^, a.s well a.s from 
the oiij;inal rrcorUs ; that ot thr nrxt thirr-fjuarUrs of a ct‘ntury from Krrss* 
}listory of th^ .Vf/r/rn.s Mrdicat C\7/r^f’ and (ienotal Uospjtaf. Many notes on 
.MaUias im'Uical inslitutioub have abu been snpphrcl by Captain C. A. F. Hing- 
blon, l.M.S. 
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Sambrookt\ at: Fon St. G<.<irg»\ to tho Agont, Sir Edward W’inlor, 
then on i(»ur at Ma^ulipatain. {Fini(>ry R,\'viJs, Fori Sf, Ctort:t\ 
Vol. XV'). 'J’iiis h ttrr i< also givvn in laiv<‘'s Wnii^rs of Old 
Aliidra^i, Vol. I, j>. ji(). 

'I'lu' SoiiMiiTS in v'" I'oi l sinrc yoiir woi])’ absi ucc h.ivh bt'i ii hint', 

strictly I.c.'hi lo y‘ tluiy. .nui accon.lint' to yt>nr Oulcr thov h.ul iio<' in-o 
so y‘ llu* S«»nic]ii rs \\luch conu* loi lh v yrc. ii.‘ l.jKtMii!- n]' 

l^abitations in v*’ bh-akt* wimh' in y' hall fell sii k in y- tnu'. r c.il v’''‘aii.‘ «h\ul, 
:il)onr trni'i n niaiii'.* \1 y Innr vory sirk aiul ionipl.iinr i.nul \\ st'vm''S not. 
witiiout J\(.Mson'/ lh.it y’ aic- not ient to ^iipi'ly them with w*- 

nfce;>s,i.ry now in n'*' tinieot lln.ii -.it knesse mm* K.ither \“ {o.-.»‘e l'n,idi>li Mfii 
dr()]>)> ;.iway like' doj^Lres in y Manner lor want oi C'hi i' ti.in t'hai ity Low.iids 
3 v\eo ha\’C thou;:hl it very eonvenirnl y* the\' iniLilit an house uii 

]nn}>OM- foi' y''' and j>eoj»le apjxnntet.l to lotckc' aitei \ and to see \ * nothin*;; 
conies in to them neither ol ineate nor diiia k hut w' \ '‘ hoetoi alloweth. 
and iiave lor \ ' jair]*** e Kh nteil M‘ ('oiyin'.-' hou-e ai. j pae.od.n'. p. .Moia th 
\v '* wee ho[ie \'on will : «> v. t !1 apprtne <»t as to efniinine it lor \ '“ Inliire, 

ami in ie;;ai'.! w»‘»- i’ ,t eini-' o* ••.'•i\es to lire in a \'ei e ipiielt loM'litnm not 

iea.rinL^ any Ih lmhanees uee ihoinda . joimeiK- to apj»oini a 

.lr<'e j.pia](l aeaim- nr iai< oui a;.'.einenl . tor it '.c-ianer> lhe\- weie iiim h 

i >i hcMi Is’ned and iiave loiiL*, [Jia\a'<| lor your W’oi p caiiieiii’.. ” 

^H•e i:ilia.rd “ means p, riccd <»tT duty, 
riii. lir t lio-pital \v.:- eiilai peel in ibj.p win 11 it w.is under the 
i lian.;** oi Ih /.iliel .sliennan. 

'I'he -ec ond li(»s]*iial at Madras was luiill, lieiween ibycj ami 
it)S8. I>y {.niblh’ sul)s«a i])l ion, at a < nst of S >8 j>aporia-. lUMvly 
Rs. y, <.•(>(.). It was a larpe t w« ;-vl oi'ev buildinpy tin* ]:iH»periy of tiui 
C'lniiali and Wstry. It stood in tlie lout, m ar tlie ( hiireli, and 
adjoined tin- (.'i »in])ai]\’’s sorlinp pc»down. a situation wiiic Ii was 
huiiid iiieonx’eiiic nt, in various ways. In duririL.; the. 

(aove rnorship of J:dihu Yale, tlu^ Matlras (.'oum il dcdt-i mined to 
aetjuire tlii*^ hospital Imildiiip, payini^ its full value to tin- N'e.stiy, 
and (lireet<*d that a new ho.'>pitaI sliould he built near tlie liver. 

'riie third hos}.»ilal .^‘erns to li;ive l:)een ereeted scaon after the 
Company aetjuired tin* seeond, perhaj)s be fore tlial ])uildine wns 
at lually vacated. It was ererled durinjij Yah/'s Irrin of orinay iso 
must IhiVe been aunph ted l>v and ]>rol)al)ly wa.:- in use by 

i6c)0. It sltj()d in Jaim-s’ Street, in the Fort, near the north end 
(.»f tlie barracks, and, like tin* barraeks, was a handsoiue buiMin;^, in 
the Tuscan stj'le. Its cael was about 2500 paf^odas. Cons, of 
2nd Aug., 1G88, (Fiiciory litxords, Fori Si. George, Vol. V, 1O87 88), 
contain a list of the annual quitrents (d all houses in Madra^. In 
H.I.M.S. — VOh. II. 2 
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this list apptiars tlic* now h()sj>ilal in James’ Street, with a quitrent 
of lliree-quarters of a pagoda fitr annum. 

Yale’s name is well known at the present day as iliat of one 
of the two cliief Univ»*rsities in the United State s. Elihu Yale 
was born at. BosUm, Massaehusetls, on 5lh April, 164S, the son 
ot an Englishman, David Yale, who had emigrated to the New 
England rolonies, settled at Newhaveii, ( oiineetie.ul . and after- 
waid-» reino\ed tu Bo-fuii. In 1652 i)a\id Yale returned to 
England witli hi;', family. Elihu was appointed a Writer on 
2*.|tti ()M., 1^71, ;m<l lan(l‘‘d at Madras on 2jrtl June, 1O72. In 
Feb., iM-i.iiiie thii d in CouiimI iheii-, in Jnlv, ><•< ond, 

and ifi July, ib<S7. lie Mier i r<ird W'illiani (i ylloid a> i hiei. In ifxjj 
h«.‘ ua> supei :.rdi(l by Nath-.miel J liggiiiNo]i, who-...; n.aint' aj.*p.Mr.s 
ainon;.; ihe ."nigna t me.-, on the >ni\«'y ol llie lio-pilal. V:ih.‘ 
remained in Madi.e- a> a free inli.il>ilajil lor nearly -eNeii years 
mole, a.ml s.ii]»'d lor Englanil i^n llie Miirtlhi jjnd l eb., 

Alter hi> return lM.)me la* be. .inu‘ a l)ire« tor ol' the Conijjany. He 

died in London on 8th Jni>'.. 1721. In 1718 he i'.a.\e a l uge dona 
tiou to the seluMj] at Nt'whaveii, whieh in i7-)3 de\eh..jied into a 
UnivevMty, named Yale, alter its early l>enela. t<»i;- 

Thi‘ iu)ii S/. (Iconic Curi>. <»1 ibSS <'ontain the lollowing ]»apers 
on tile aeijuisitiou e>f the liospiial, (h'luiofy l\ii'(.>hls, I'uii Si. (iV-'/gr. 
Vol. V, 1687-88) :■ -■ 

** M‘"' MaVih, 10S7.SS. 'J'he wiltuli a wing se\tT.ill of our 

Fiictoiys having brouglil Many oi llu- U' J ion' ‘‘ erjing *' Servants liilher, lor 
whom liavmg no at e.i nuinoUalion. in the I'oit, llu.y aie ne. es'atat.'il Ifi 
IcKige alt piihlinne hoii-ie-., whit li Jias heen the m. ol lie n' loo great 

exj)ene.e, ami <li>onier. and eaniiol well l»'-e j»K \ t nt; d, \vithv>iit .stiiiui 
.snitahle j .odg.ni:.*, hee l.uilt <.»r iiireil foi* them. .-Viul tiieo- ]>eing a very 
eomotiious Inni^e, luiiil l>\ the c . JiUribuli. ai oi the Itavn Inli.ilatants lor an 
J.los])italI. lo entertain Sieh Souldier-. aiid Seann n, wiiieh 1 \ ing so near tiie 
Kt lion*'*'' t oinj)’*' Sorting Cioilown. tV the rditirv li, tind in the niiildle of llie 
City, that ’tis very ottensive. ine.i.nivenieiitly Siitnated foi that use. Ot its 
Tarrass joyning lo the tiodown, A: the great eoiieourse ol company lliat 
freipient tlic llospitall, icmlers the Iv^ lloid'** Comp goods in danger ol being 
sU)len, which soinetiinos must unavoidably lye open in the C»odeAvn yard, & 
the gocxis often lost thence, has l»een suspected to go tliat way, which 
cannot bee bettor ])re\entcd for the futiiie, but by adding tlic llosjjilall 
to the Codown, wliicli the many lower Kooms therein, will be of gitMt 
conveniency and service for China, and other sorts of fine goods, and the 
uppeJ' KvK.nns lor l^odging Cliambers for Factors and Writers, upon winch 
consideration, and of its being so many severall w’ays convenient & safe 
for tin? ]\" ('onip''"^ service, 'lis agreed &: order'd that itt bee bought 

of the Parish, for their accompt & that a new Hospitall bee built with the 
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mony, att a more convenient place, near t!ic Kivi r Side. And M*' Higyin- 
son, Fraser, Cap^ Jietl anti liie C hurch Wanlt'ns, do niakt* a due Sinvey 
and vallue of liie ^aid llo^pilall and tliat itt bee paid ior accord- 

in^;ly, and liiat tiieClunch W'aivleiis, cSrc-' do be^-.in with all exj>editit>n the 
new llobpilail by the Ki\ t r.‘* 

" i;v'‘ -f/’/iV, Wee the Subscribei.s bi'iiu; appuinled by 

order of Hie 1 Ve^itU nt tV ('tunieliJ, ami ot a \'est.iy oi the l\n ish, to Surveii'li 
and Valine the lh*rpiudl. di> make our report as lollows, vi/.\ 'That Hu; 
Uospiiall is very well and slronij built. A: requirt'S little repair. And in 
coioidei alion oi the yieal deal lU '^s ol all inaterialls lor bmldinp.. more then 
att Hu* lime, oi bnililmi.; the llospibdi. twlm h i-. liki' to coulinne) \ve(" are 
ot «.»j.>mion. ihiit the Ilir pil.ill mav biv now worth .i . mm Is as Hm‘ piime 
Co'.t, wliieh l)y Hi«* C'liiiiili lloisk-', wee Imd to aiMi'iml to I'ie.hi Immired 
'I hii t yeiehl I'ae, ' lueiitv r«-\ en I-anams. iSi-.iu'd) Nalli. J lii.'.eiiison, 
Willi. jin 1 rasn-. iviehard I. Hit'll. I h*ni y .\lo-^o, J.unc.-, Hetl , I'harles Mele.ille, 
I’eb r l.a.iy\-.'‘ 

“ u; ■ Af^yH, loSS. Whenas Hie I *a! ir-lioiiers (ij Si. Marv J'ort 

St. in tr\' as.'-embh. d, dul im.oiiinoii^.K- a/;iee lo A wiih Hie 

lion’'' Khlni 1 ‘i ''-.idetil A i »o\er nour oi .sa id boil Aa. ■' Coimeill lor Hu* 

selhni;' llu-"l'i I h -.j it ,dl . b»ilu‘ Iv lion’"" l-.ar.l India (om[>' Now km»\\ yee 
that \ver l!ii’ Mini I'. i A 1 Iniith Waitleii' ot Hie l*avi’‘li aloi' said, Joi Hu* 
lime 1m. in:; lo A WiHi the < oii‘-.<*;jt ot Hu.- .'^aid Hai i lioiiei s, haa e l).i i [^aiiietl 
A '-old niilo the s.dvl lloie'’ I'o -i iont Ae' Hoiim ill lor Ihe le.e and beluKit 
aloif-.iii ! , all vV p.nl of Hu* said llo>.pil.dl, illie ubai alb. Iheieiinlo 

bt-lonein ; ( wiHi li-e N’aid. A. .ill Hu' ouHioie.e.s A eon\ i riieneies 

Tluuniil" b«b'n’'in ; i<*rA in < omades .<t lAni ol t he .*umme ol la‘.;ht hundn‘d 
'thirty b.i.Jd I'ne 'l\\t nty s»‘\i-n lair whiih rnony wei* eonh-.s bv Hje.'-.e 
i *1 c.;-.enTs to )ii\f ree * Wilm-s-. tuir h.imls lhi.~i lo'*’ day of .Apiill, io,SS. 
J'wi'Hi.ud b.lli:'!!, Ibairy .M'.j-.e, ( Iialle' .Metiall/* 

J'lie (. o;;.s. ol I ]\\] Jail., Jb'i7/<|S contain a conijilaiiil id’ lln* 
ilK'rcasilll.; cxjn ll'.o (d (he lior*|iil.il. 

rile (. !Mri;e.> oi Hu* llo -pilall riimiiii;; v« r\' hii'.h, 1 >’ Jliilkley isde an-d 
lo t. ({i\>ider llier»-ol and m;ik*' a K’epoil Hiat th» vnia\' bo i •■;;ijl.i.l»‘d jj.n li* u- 
billy in I *ii« k Souldiei.s loi' 'a*, h ol wlionu- ^ tan .i dav is allowtd 

besides w' “ the Stewarti's amounts nuMithly lioni 1.* nn t'.# i iu.hieeii 

After Dr. lirowiu-'.s disiiiinr^al. Dr. Bnlkley .suljinitteil lim folIt>\v- 
ini4 projuisali'. im reform in liospilal ailminisirntion, eml)ocliei| iji 
tlir ('o>is. of 4th April, 1O9S, and ipiuted in J.,ovr’^» rf S/Z-f S of Old 
Madras, Vul. I, p. 363. 

" 'i'o the Ibjid'" Nathaniel liij:;.;'insoin Lieiili nant Cjeiierall, and 
Worshipfull Coinu ill, By uliom it i.s ordereil that a remon.str;uu e !.•«; nivi ii 
oi wliat is lu-edfull and roiu»‘nient for Hu: w(;n caiiyinj; <m tiie businctiSe 
reliiteinj.j to the ('ure ol the Sukc juid I-iiine belonidn;; to tins (ianison. 

*' Pursuant theieiinb), ] humbly j^roposc that the Suri.;eon of the said 
Garrison be allowed lat least) one mate and one assistant, with a iJubdishJ, 
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('onicoj)ly, tiinl .4 Coolies. Allso a yearly supply of Europe Medicines to 
the Hiiiouiit. C)f iifty .l^ountl.^, with allowance of as much for Drugs and 
nierli< ines ])rocural)le in these: j)arts ; with Stillati>rit:s, Mortars, \ Vessels 
a nd I’tensils lus'essary for tlie j>i ep.iiatioii oi Medicines. And bec.mse good 
aiul projxT Dietl is likewise necessary, there oiiglit to be a steward and 
bei vants belonging to the lluspitall tor ]jrovideing and taking rare of the 
Sa.ine ; with Colts, lieciding and A})i>arcl. Ac. And as to the « h.irge of 
Diet! lor the said Sitke and Lame, J ihinia; it iiiiglit be suj»plyid at the 
rate ot four fanains ])er day icr each jx i 'on -■ Edw.ird ]iu< kley. 

“ ]*.S. I h(*]>e it will not M i-in anii^s 01 imieas«)nable tliat 1 alLc^ proj)OS ‘ 
a citnvenient Dsvelling Ihjiisc; for the Surg('(Ji4 of tliis (larrison (as customary 
in other pla*- 1 tu' allowajH.e loi the same. — E IJ." 

llie eiH.1 nf tile y*iir, the M;idias ('ouinil look <iver 
tin* ilijige *d iii.iinteiiaiier <*1 the Ijo.-piUil iViiiii the ( hiin li and 

v<slry. 

" Cej/.s., V // //>'.'. ih/v, vS ‘ I>tL.. ibo>S. Oiileretl that an a.(. count in write- 
ing bee (i* in.mde»l <d I Jihii S ale Lsij' -I* 'rniei ly LiesitP (»1 lhi‘. j>laci.\) of 
Ihe biiildmg, (d y‘ jhav Hospit.ilI, and that M‘ I'raser goe lo liiin for the 

::anie. 

*■ Lpoii c(HT idei of the l\ tili«>n deliv'* in bv tlj(‘ Miui'-vters, ( hnnh- 
waideii ’, vVe ' in ( iHC iiItat ion the lii ; t Jie lanl * ie[>re‘'a.nt ing lo this 
iMjaol, ll.e};ieat (liaig.e tlayaie at in mainlairieing the I.lo:.pitall \v’ is 
w holly .i}'pie.jiri.ile<l lo the iiae ot y‘‘ Sr uddiefs iVi ' in tin Company 's .ser\ic(.*. 

" K'e.-.oh r il Irjr the liilure that tiny an* <liMhargevl li oin (. tmlriiniteing 
llaielo and oiiely to pay the Cl’.argr* of Mali sn k persons as they shall 
‘.end thither, and that lu'iicr iorwaol tli<* ( hiiuigroii or Stewaril of the 
Ilos.jiihdl leiide.r a monthly accu^ to y‘' J’.iyniastei of the ( ha!‘;e of said 
1 lo'pit.ilh 

“ Kesolved that that jiart of llie ]>elitiuri in whicli they de'-iie some 
I oie ideral iem tor the building the 1 lo^pit.dl, which cost tliem Eight Hundred 
i‘«u't»das, be referred ti; llie ]\^ Hon*’*'' Cmupany." 

'■ Lt iii'r Jroni c.’.i//;/, j i -* .Vec., n»«;o.t We are willing, for tlie re.isons 
given. t\> excuse the Church Slock fi oni juying lilty pagoda.-' per annum, 
tornierly allowed to\vanl:s the i liarges of the J h.r-.pitall. and lo bear all the 
charges their'of inn-.el\r's; Ind. to reiinburs<- the tiist cost of the building 
in pait or in wlu>le, We cant find reasons <ogent enough lo ])erswadc us 
thereunto. We a.ie well inlormed there \veit‘ }>ublick C ontributions, and 
fiet'will ( »lierings gi\-en by our Coininaiulers, A'c, for its lust erection ; and 
Its. we think, sufheient that we now bear the whole burden of its repairs, 
salcijyes of Chirurgeon, Aa*, and th.it the doors are ojum for all truly 
neces.^ii II- Eatient-, whether belonging to the Garrison (»r Town." 

('aptain Ali'xander Ilainillon, in his Sew Accounf of the East 
Indies, j»ublislu‘d in 17^7, inentions that, at the time of his visit 

* the receipt of this petition is mentioned in the Cons, oi 1st Dec., but it 
is not given at length. 

I PuriiL 21st Nov., ibocj. quoted in T.ove’s I'fstiges 

oj CiJ Mniir^ts, \'ol. I. p. 303. The extracts from Cons, of 22nd March, 16S7/S8, 
and Slh Dec., loqS, are also given Lhere. on pp. 561, 502. 
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to Madras, abtnit 1708. thoro was "a vivv ln>,[>ital in tla' 

town/’ 

Tilt* Madras nl Prb., 1711/1.2 ni? iilinn a >ul»nip- 

tion submitted to th*' ('oun<*il to build ,i lu w liospital f‘»r tl\o 
Erif^lisli inhal)itauts of Madras. Tlu‘ (.‘oini^aiiy eonti ibutod tifiren 
hundred pai;odas, or alxuit thousand 'llxis.- (»f 

15II1 .Mai'li of lilt" smno year contain an applicatitJU fnun tlic 
Council of Ihu’t St. I)a\’id, to lx* cdlowcd to build a li<»^pital thcr*-. 
Madras ('ojis, of 2.2nd Jan., i7i.j/i3notr that Fdi>ha. I'dlill, juinncr 
at loirt St, David, had Inan a]>]>oinUMl yniini2r>a in Coun. il at 
l^orl V<»rk, in Sumatra ; and tlial hir' h<»usc at h'orl St. Da\ id had 
been l)ough1 foi' a ho-xjiit.d fur lour hundrcil }).«i;odas. whicli wa.. 
very clicajc* In i jjX tins hospital at I'oi t St . I )a \ id wa 1 rj»« a t* d 
to l)c ruiiiou": by the Suri^ctm.;- anti Iwu niontJis laha- lud'i.s ioi 
rcbuildi]!/; it were j^ass'-d. In 17.17 noted tin* liiiin^2 “t •* hotia* 
at Kadalur to accuiniuodaie the sick of the /.garrison. J. Ten 
years earlier, in .177,7, the Court had ordeiaal the c,,nsiru‘ lion of a 
new lio<]ulal, ^^hi^'h scfuis to iafer the existom e «>f an older one, 
at I'oi t Marlbtjrou.uly tlu’ (‘(.unpany’s lu adquai ters in Sumatra, 
then a settlement sttlx *r<liiiale to Madras. 

111 I72t» the Madras (lovernment (omplaiiied that tlu' lio^uial 
lliere wa^ to*) (■\])elisi\ and Ml'. J amts'. Mat r.ie.tlie ITesiilelll alltl 
Gox'tanor, dn-w up llie ftillowiin; n'-ula.tit)iis ha' its maTia;;r- 
mellt : — 

"Cons'., SafnrildV, 17'' 17.’*"). 'J‘Inr Pie^itloia r<|ir(*s('nt‘-; tin; 

Hoard that, ii[)on o adine tla: p u l irnlai > of tin- ailirh- oi I t liai ca's, 

he ajipirhcnds llicrv are irv^ral ut Ui»-m loo Luf.^(.*, .md unnt'f <■' :.;u y. 

and might to be n.'diK'.efi and di'^i lant.inned ; whit li hein.g takt ri into (.oi!- 
sideratiuii, and I lie :'<'\ (a'al jxirtuuiais again read and en<|uiie(J inlu. it 
represented tlial lh<‘ Siirgi-on, wlio ha.'; the imnnstliude diretlion ui the 
liospitcd, always insi-*l.-. that tlso pre^t-iit < haigi- i., Meri->s.iry ha f-ntfi t.diiin;; 
and roeoveiing the si< k, and that no rethu lion ran hf' niadt* of it. 

Ordered, that wlien'as it lias l.K'en tor some tiinr* liar msluni for one of 
the Surgeons to ha\e the inunodiatt^ ( are of the Hospital st.dely, tliey dt.) in 

• J'lhll died at H'-ru in 170#. 01 v\a-, kijl«ii ni th** iri})hin' ol tii*‘ pJ ict*. 

t No. Sit‘) c)l 2ffth April, 17^^; / 'i/ S/. t i.'w..., \ t»l. V, pp. 

18-2 s- 

J M.P.L., No. 1270 of 2nd Sept,, 17.17 ^ Ct^rt St. DuvkI \ oI. XV, 

pp. 250--2ni. Kadaluj- was tlie i ivil ciiy atlaHi' d h> Si. 1 >a\ id. a:, Madras 

to I'orL St. (.ieorge. Calcutta to I'oit \^'llliaIll, and i)» nrii<den to 1 cat 'S'oik, and 
afterwards to Fort .Marllxiroiigh, 

§ M.P.L., No. 88 r of i.^th Oct. 1737; Desp. from Cnurf, V(> 1 . XLII, 

PP- 37 - 5 ^^*- 

il Pub. Cons., 17th Sept., 172O; quoU<l by lalboys Wheeler, Madras in the 
Olden Time, Vol. II, p. 4 14. 
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future act each six months by turns ; that by their acting thus interchange- 
ably, we may make the exporinient whether the one (annot reduce tlie 
charge of the Jiosjutal lo\vi*r tlian the fitlier, which it is iHlievcd out of 
einulatirjii to recommend themselves, they may do.*’ 

Andrew Pirhier r\n<l Muttlu-w I.indsay were tlie t\v«> Snrgt'nns 
ni Madras in 172b, willi Andrew Mnnro as Mate. For 
ortieers see Cba]). X, I'hc First Half of the Fif^htecnth ('eiitKry, 

In 1 7.1 1 an order was ]>a»ed- * 

TJie ('aptiiin cd the (Inards to vi‘at the Ijnspital oik c in twf.-nt\’ huir 
hours, during i he I inie of ix’ing on ( iu.'ird, and n]>on t lie dt'crre e f»f any of t he 
Military, to ar.(jii;iinl the <’.ov('rnf>r 1 !k n-witli. ' 

In 17*12 order.^ were |)jssr(l that (h(‘ Sur.esons slnmld sabniit 
to the ('onrt returns relatin.t; 1(» deaths, medicines, ete.j 

War against France was (hadared on 12 ist Mar< h. i 7 -|.)/d b ‘’^^d 
in llu‘ ('(nis. of i8lh Jan., ij-l 1 d dec ided to open a s]>ecial 
Imspital for the lv»\al Na\*y .it Mailra-'.'j; 

** ('oils., kS ' fun,, 1711 la. U being al-o con idcMcl tlial it uill In' 
niiK'li more coin<*nic‘nf. to ha\(* sonu* place iiady l<»i' the reception of the 
sick .men Uiat may come asliore from Ili> Maj' sty’.s :dii[»s, ihan to mix 
them willi those of the garrison; Ix’Mdos Ih.it the aeeoni mod.! 1 ii »ns of an 
hospital are too ('onlined even for our own people ; it agK'ed and oidc'UMi 
that tlie I'ayinasler, accompanied bv the Surgeons, do survey the granaiA’ 
on tlic‘ island. «nKl report, to the P.oanl whethc'r it may not he marie to s(.'r\ 
that purpo'^c*. Ordcued also that the P.iymasfer get pio\ided n <jn. unity 
of lK»spital tlothiiig, with c.ol^. ami other tiling^' necessary for the sick 
men.” 

” ('lO/.*.., t-<h., i /ri IS- 1 tie i\ivmi^l*‘i .Dipiaint-. Ih.e i',o.ir«.l that, 

piusiiant to order ol last < on .suit at ion. far has been with tier Snig''on=^ to 
lairvc'y the giMn.ny on lla' islaml, wliich ihey iind may bt made til jc.»r the 
n'c-eption of ilte iikmi-oI - war’s sic k people*, by r)j)ening a few windows for tin.' 
hiMietit of air. and some' otiu'r small alteiatican, which he Lomjnites will not. 
cost above joo pagod.vs. Ordered thad he set about tlanu forthwith.” 

Tins Naval Hospital, establislnd at Madras in 1745. s<*ems to 
have l^i'on used as siieli up to 37QO. In 17S4 the Madras Govern- 
iiK'nt ordered the ereetion of a new naval liospital. and a site was 
rbosen. but no further sle]>s w’ltc taken for twenty-four years. 
In T/tfO the sailors wert' transft'rred to th(‘ g^arrison hospital, which 
e<iutinued io receive the sick from the fleet fur eiglite<*n years. 

* Whedor, Madras in the Olden Time, Vol. Ill, p. 2.\<y. 

t M.r.L., No. iSso of 20th July, 1742 ; Letters from Fort St. George, 
Vol. XXV, pp. 73, 7i>. Tlir order is given in a letter to I'ort St. David. 

X Wheeler, Shtdras in the Olden Time, \’ol. Ill, pp. 355, 356. 
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In iSoS .1 nf'w ImspiiMl w.is built, on tli** sii(' t host'n in 1784, 

and this hospital was used up to 1831. wlu n tho buildinf;s wore 
turned into a piii-rania^i^o faiT«>ry, aiul the siek trom the lleet, 
who were now too few in number to rt^quiro a s(']xir,»tt‘ ho>pila!, 
wore finally transh.rred to the military ho>piial.* 

Ma(lia> siirrcndi-red to the Preneh. und«'r (h‘ la Bonrdonnais, 
i>n Sr] 4 ., I74(>. Poaeo betwe<'n PuLiland and I'lMuet' was 

made l»y the treaty (d Aix la ( haqacllr tm Jth 0 «'f., 174S, an<l the 
eity wasrr>tnre(l to tho Kn.i;li>h on 2ist An,!::.. 1740. Thr hospital 
apj>ears !•> have bern mm h <»vorevow(U'd after the vi'iidition, and 
on Jiid I73<', Siiri^t'on Andrew Munro coinjilaimHi of (hr want 

of aei'Minnuxlalioii in it. In 1732 the )iosf)i(al was ennv<‘rl('d into 
a b.irraek. and twelv<‘ liousr- wt're (amxerlrd into a liospital. A 
list of tie* houses lluai tak<‘n iij'> i^ p\’en by Kei s-^, p. 1 ib.t 
Tlir thn i‘ jollowinj’ textra* Is n fer to tlicsr i han,y"o> - 

" Con:^\, i 75-\ As it is iHrtxno Tir*c(“ss;ii y, by tie* eia reast' of 

ovir to IJ.irrarks |.>r llirir o-irption; and tliv nos|>il,\l 

b(an!.:. l»y its Sim. il ion itontiii;: tin* J*a.r;nl«'. tin* oiiK' in opn- Pi.i< r Jor ili.it 
uliiili at tlif soiif linn* minifi s it miv impiojx-i loi li . (oinn-r 
nsf. A^jrrd ii-i 111#* it Is- fonv ('I t'.‘<l int(» ll.nivnK;-. .md tint 

tin- '■''vcial hon-' 1 ,ippru\s-d oj bv lli«‘ and SniTj;* ons i.i I .v-.t whrinof 

i- n<.‘\.v li\ s-ifd in, rr;id, and i!ilcii-d iMH'.ilt'i ) l>o iittrd np ioi ;oi 

I In pir.d.” 

rill’ Ssire,i‘"n ’ oi Ma(lr.!.- at tin* abnyr dab- worn Aiidn-w Mnnro 
and I\idv rl rinini;. 'llw 1 ran. inr w.o, «om]»l«drd l>v Mav. 17') ;. 

(‘■a.’.. 1 M-iV. 17“,’,. 'I ls»- 1 j« »ii ic . Iiii M in Inr INll.di niid inbiidrd 
for jin llu-jiilid b«ini; now t >rd<'r d th.il. IIha- bf .1 J'Jm opi i;itcd jor 

lliat us^.•, nnd the ])U’>.riil. tin* rai;if|<- (;on\ t'i into U’-. ; 

and llial ^noper n«.<:.es.‘ iiry:-, .sin I» ;.is t fftl., i\i\, br jiro\id'<l if.>i tlir 

KecTuits ('\j)rtt»-d ^l)onJ\- if> ;nii\( 

A’i'--., lOjhrrt ^ Mnn* .and Ali-.-omdcj' \\'\ in fi 

n^'iort th.'it lii'.-y !iad \i?dt((| tin* Ilo-^piii.d, :»nd lound lliat, bv lin* dcietts 
OJ ill'* riuddm'^s. lli(' Sj‘ k am ‘^li atly f’\]»osfd, aiul had sntit jrd iniM.h fioni 
llir lab* IiH I'.'Tnrur.y oi tiiff W't 'J hat; tha'y <'ompI.iin«.:d (»f' b.old, \vlii< h 

can only be ])ri-\ tub'd ])y ruidinf; in t lu- ]irfs»*nt .Mlowanrc nf ik.ddiiij'; . . . 
Thai thf Sbr.vard complain’d Im tamltl lad; rt-strain l!in Sic k from taking; 
their \’i<.tu:ils out of tlie Kitchen wiihont waitint^ till it was rc‘p,'ularly 
d^-h ven‘d to them. 'l iiat the necessary directions had Ix-t n pAxai to remove 
all these ]n< onvcnieiu.vs ex< <*pt the- want of lieddine; ;ual the c.leiv< is af 
the Ihiihlint^cs, t^^ wliirh lliey are of opinion some ad\antag<.‘ons Additions 
may be made at a moderate lixpence.’' 

• Kccss, Ili:-tr-ty cf Mmlras Mfdicul CoUe^e atui (rer.cy(d Ifo^pilal, pp. ir5)--i23. 

t The thre e follo Ainji cxliacls, as wrll as the other information on the subject, 
arc taken from Love s {'i Jigcs of Old Madras, \'ol. II, pp. 45O. 
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( oIdik'] L<»v(? II, }>. .}55!. write'' . I bon ( the hospital — 

A ni('(];ilhnn on the wall o\ the iiroseiit (iejioral 1 lo^piial, lat inpj the 
I'o.'ul, l>(*ais lijo. ins( ‘ Ilf>si>ila.l lounch d 173;<.' 'J lie loji^oial is luis- 

Icadin;::. It cannot a])j)Iy to the Maalias jjr.sjatal irrespK live of situation, 
l.H‘( ausc the institution in tin* I'ort was established nearly .a century earlier. 
Nor can it i^erve for the prcsiml building' ».r site, b*'causr‘ tlie lios]iital of 
h'l'd it^ i)osiiiou on what i-. now tli'- uortli-west ICsjilanade. Another 
stJiirture, nearer the ]’»reseMt ^-ite, was in use in 175''^. but alter the sief^e 
the institution was transurief! to .Muthia!])el ta, where it remained lor 
several yeans." 

'riie (aiiirl nf I liier ( r »r... in JuH., i/S-i, <ent out tin- 
instruction' rc;;anlint; lIi*’ ircatuu iil •*!' tin* . ick in ho'-jut.il *: — 

" so. Coiiiptiinfs ha\i!i;: Im-cu I** tii th.-.t tii<‘ Sni;'/! »n-^ »'( om- 

li«c.pil;jl do nid due atlrndaiMe on om ii k and wouuthd Milibny, 

and that it is I he cu'-toni loi t he Sui.i^eons 1.«i take Iheii ]>ay dm in:; t he tiin*' 
they arc in t he IiO‘''pil.il. 

" -v;. We dii'ect llja.t for the iutnre the Sun.;' rins yi\e a due atid i '■,'.rul,!.r 
attendaiu'.e on tlio sick in th<‘ hospital, ;ind not ta-kf the manae.enient 
thereol' monthly as has been the- pr,!< (ice. 

" s^’^- 1 hat HOthin^.t be stopt liom tbe siek or wonndrr} .Mijii.irv in tiie 

]iO‘ pit.ils, but tlie chari'e hu' tlM'ir juovi.sjfms, liiat is !<» say, i-o much (ml}- 
as they usually liiNe for their <liel wlam in laaltli. 

" ;><L We also dirci 1 tliat one ot the Coumil, by tiiins, do \ isit. the 
liospit.d a.t least once in a ws'ck or i d yon sliall ihiuk it ne<. e .''ai \-, and 

rep**il fht^ .Ikiard vvhelliei the Surea'ous are o-pnlar in theii atleiukincc 
and pive all the reliel in their power to tin' su k ; that they are kept (lean 
and liave ilu' ]jro[)er pr< /visions. 

" o.i Tliat lli(‘ Major d<'> also in ,peet the h«»'pitad in like manner, and 
make his report to t h.e ( .ovenu.uir, and th.>! you annu.dl\‘ “«end ns an aasount 
of the Miliiaiy wlio hava- been senl into tin' hospital, ins< rljnc; tli(. disorder 
of each riusn, wlu n he was reeeived, and when di-a hai;e d. 

*' bi. And we liirt lu'r dire« I that in ^ a'^e oni Sui.^ecms a.i e k mi: in tlieir 
duty, or uiKspial to tie ir <.ni jdovinent , y<‘U are, without leymd, to rli.mn.s 
sijcji person our sei \ c." 

Mtinro (liot.i mi 26II1 Oct., 1757. uiul was sucvccdcd In' ]<inios 
W'ilsnii. In l>rc., 1757, tin- Suidmnis, Turin.::: and Wilson, asked 
for the enlarm iucTit of llu‘ liospit.d. Their demand for " salivating 
rooms '* is <»f interest. 

(■(U;.':., JO ■' A*.. I7;i7- fa the fii.st place, we aie humlily of opinion 
that the Hospital should be made capable 01 Lod^int; two hundred or 
'Two hundred and fifty Men ; and that then' slioiiKJ be S<ilivatiug Rooms 
fitted up for Thirty at least, not mor<‘ than five or Ten in a Kckuii. Like- 
wise that a Place be fitted up for iho rcc<'pii'an of two or tiiree Imndred 
Seamen aejaiust the Arrival of the I'loct, 

* M.P.L.. No. of Sth Jan.. 1752 : J*ttb. C *urt, Vol. LV. 

PP- the rei'ulalions arc ^iven in Wilson's History the Madras Army, 

Vol. 1, p. ? 7 . 
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“ Secontlly, tht'd tlu‘ Floois of tlic sovcr.^l \V;n(!s shoulci he iais('<| a 
1 -oot at l<‘asl .ibove the Le\ol of the ('oiirt Yarii. . . . 

Foiirtlily, iliat there be a room firtcfl iij) lor OpeoiticMis, with Tabh s 
anfl Chairs ior that l^mi>ose, ami a Che.’^l to Inst.! iinteiils .tmi lCindai;('s 
in reMcly preiMroih 

Piltlily, that there be a rr«oni iilteil up hu’ a Shop, witli Slir ba .s ami ii 
Sliopboard. — boberi. riirini^. James Wilson.” 

Ill 1757. Laptain Brf»hier. the seitiiu* I{ni;iiu er at wrote 

to Ciovcrnmenl advoeatini^ tin' demolition (d the hos]>i(;d.* 

('fUts.. i.\' Mitv. 1 7“)7. All lh‘‘ IhiiMim's wlii* h (omi)o.se the pii".ent 
llo.^pital- beiuL,' on hie.h tirouml. ami tlieii Sitii.iiion f)l t^re.it iile ja«l\ ant.i;’e 
1.0 the I'di litn.a tion> ol 1 Flat l)V ovei lookin;; them, aiul lliat Iialt!.‘i k'.'i 
I- a'<'en il on tiiat Sj^oi l)v an Ihieiuv w^mld Jhililarie the pail ol 

Oiir \oj lh iionl, .ni<l irreatlv ]>erple\ ih** J k'-ieii-ed ; 'I hi * bein;: the ( av , 
it 1.-' AbsolnteK- ne< (‘r.r.ar\- I lnoi- sjionld * om** deiwn immedialele. 

the best Jhi(ks <ii whiui ma\' sei\e to Line (hii l!aillun Works, and I he 
Tvnbbish and (isomal on widt h thev stvind to lill tise Li\'ei‘, and lini- Ji the 
(ilaeis to tin* V\'e^twart!. |. Ilodiier. 

'I'he lio>j»it.il ;iu<l surromidiiiL; were pulled down 

dtirini; 1757, and tin- fornni transferred to some houses lyini; 
further ^oulll-Wi <1. near tin- site of the jmestai! (leneral Ilosjiilal. 

1'he ('ans. of y^Wx May, I7S'''. nt»te Dial the. Inmse ol Coja 
Sliatiniir, and that adjoiniiiL; it. in ( liailes’ Street, ne\l to tiie 
Adiiiii'al t\‘ lireu'^e, had been |»nrelia-^ed lor jboo pieiula-, to be 
n>ed as a di"]>'’b--ar\’, for ke« pim; ;m<l di:.pi imin:; niedn itu s. In 
th<* ( ol Sth Xo\'., 1/3'^, the Surgeons were dire< jeil to ])ut 

forward, in writing, ;i plan for the l)elter regulation of th<‘ ho>pital, 
'riie regttlalioiis sul'iiniUed bv tin- Surgeons an* eont.iiiu*d in lli<- 
C()?is. of 2‘Stli Xov., I75'S. I'liey aia- long, lilling eight folio page-.. 
Paras. 18, lu. and 45 Migge^t 

'J'hai one of the Pnm ipal Snii'.f‘«)ns attend ho^.pital e\eiy mornin;' 
to e.xaiiiiiie ami tieat tlic sii.k, and jivrJoim or sr«- jn ifoinied all ('.aj>ital 
C)pojali<>ns. 

10- That the As.st. Surgeons attend every inornin/', with the Surgeons, 
to dres.s wounds, tVr., and that eacli Asst. Surgi t>n at tend, and dro.ss tlnoijgh- 
out the (M>.e, whi' hever [latients he att<-nd.s lirst. 

43. 'J hat one ol the Surgeons be aj)j>oiiiled St o!ela.‘ej)ei and Smgt‘on 
C/enenil. 

In tlie ('nns. of ist I)e('., 1758, the regulations ])ropo->ed Iry the 
Surgeons were a])proved as a whole, with a few (’\e(4)iioiis. In 
para, .j.3 one* of the Surgeons is appointed Stor<*keep<‘r (bmeral. 


* Love, Vestiges oj Old Madras, \'ol. II, p. 523. 
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Madras was Ix ^^uM^rd by tlu‘ French from I2lh Sept.. 1758,(0 
17 lo-b., 1759, wlieii (lie sie^e was raisc'd, on tin' arrival an 
En/:;li>li under ( aptain Keinpenfelt, who was afterwards lost 

in th(‘ Royal Gcorf^c, at Sjalhead. During this siege, the hospital 
was necessarily transfern'd into th(‘ Fort. In Fehruarv, 1750, it 
was moved tf) the. site, in Armenian Street, cicrujhed by the 
Capm hin a.nd Arnn*nian < lmr(‘hes, and ther(‘ rt niained h>r some 
thirleen year.s. 'rhi> site w.i>, h)und nnliealtli\'.* 

*' C'e;/.s., /')/>■.. i70.f. 'flir 0/in|»orarv T Ins])it.'Lls \vlii< h )iav(' tor 

jiome lime p.ist Ixu n tor tin- Ken ptioii ol tlje Si' k loei Woniuiefl Iui\c 

not <*Mly ne.t\»‘-;i*)neO ;i (on-liiut Antiit:i! exj»emf. 1^0 linve hei.n l.ir fiom 
iM’.'il! hfiill. 'l lie kio.-ml tliejctoTt* think a Proper Pinldini; oii^ht as ^^oon a-; 
pos‘.il>Ir to he (‘ii f ted. an<l ij« r 01 difigly f>nl<*r the I-.‘n;.::ineei to ton-uU. llio 
Surf»et)ns atul lay heforc* tli< in with all ( on\< ni<Mit Kxjudiiijui a Plan prffper 
tor rcc'eiving aiuJ at i oinino<l.i.ting 5o<» Men ainl thirty Ol'li* vis." 

The CfO/.s. of i6lh Ajiril, ijbo. direct that one geniaa] hospital 
is to l)e ke])! ii]> at Madnis, and that (h<‘ si« k from W.iiidiwash, 
('hineji'pnl . ami Arcot, are to be sc*nt down to Madras. 

'i'lie lio.spital. ln>we\ er, remained in tlie ( Imr* Ik's for sonn^ 
lhirl<a'n years. In the ('ous, of jjid I'eb., 17^7. Ilie (‘hief 
ICngim'er, ( olonel ( all, and tin' Snrge<'ns, Briggs and Fasley, 
were diii'ep'd to si'h'ct a silt' for .» ik'w hos]>itaI. ( all. ditnlly 
bef«»re he left India in 1770, ma<le the following v«'i»i»rl to (i«i\-ern- 
iiK'iit : 

" Alter surveyia.i.; e\a rv S)ir>t williin the Walls or near the Town, J am 
still ot none is so j.iiojjer foi an \ lo.-julal as 1 hat wheie the f onip.iiiv's 

( hirden house formeilv stood, now railed Ho^dhll ; and a(a online to the 
] )iiueMsioMS of t he ( iiamnd tliere, I Iea\ e wit h 1 he idieinrer a. 1 ’Ian ( ak. nlatod 
indeed with good C’fMivenitmees and A«a oinniodat ions lor (mo Men and 
ahoiit 2 n ollk-.ers, the wln.'le 1 (» he terrassed tind hnill in ( hiiiiain. It i.s 
Inn* tin* Plan is <'xpensi\e and large, Init as one tliinl oi- lialf of it may bo 
hiiill. at (mee. to he augmenled afterwards, I thought it best to project, it as 
large a.s the (iround would permit." 

'fhe Co)is, of 2otli Dec., 1770. <'ontain a letter from Surgeons 
Briggs and Pasley to the C'onncil, urging the n(‘C('ssit3" for 
building tlie new hospital without further delav*. This letter, a.s 
well as (.‘airs nport, are givt'n at length in Love’s ]Vs//gcs of 
Old Madras, (Vol. Ill, pp. 34, 33). Colonel Patrick Ross, who 
had lately arrived from England as Chief Engineer, was ordered 
to prepare a plan and estimate. In Cons, of 5th April, 1771, 

• Love. I Vshgfs of Old Madras, Vol. 11, p. 57 O. 
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he propo.-^ocl to rrtM t double bltx'k of buiklin.^^. to rosi. with 
out-ofTh l\»i:ncl IS -j6,5()(). The Sur/^r.jns, P.i>lry .nul Seott, 
rt prex'nted the necessity (»!' havin.q;’ lari:e and airy wards. l>iit Koss 
stated that to enhir/^^' tlu' wards to twenty foil would the 

cstiiuatt' t(^ paf^odas 53.500. On I2th Aj'^ril the (ioviTimr direeted 
tlu‘ ( hief Mn.i;in(‘er t«> pn»(‘eed as quitkly as possible with tine 
m‘w plan. Tianlrs wen' called for, and that submitted l>y 
Joim Suli\an, a youiii; Writer ot six years’ seiAier aiul twi’iity- 
tliiae yrar> of was aeeopled. It amounted to ]>ajL:;odas 

^ J.ooo. 

Stephen IhieL';s. Senior Siirf:;eon of ^ladras. wejii home in 
Jan., 1771, Pa'^by l>eeamt‘ Senior Surgeon, and Samuel Srolt 
see^nul Siin^eon. Seott di* d at Madr.is .1 year later, on joth A]>ril, 
1772, and Andersi»n was <i]>pointed to sncta'ed him as M'cund 
Suri'eoll.* 

A Ihibli De^j)at(h to rCn.^land, d.it' d ifdli Ort., 177J, reports 
th.ii th'‘ mw hospital ha- been < ompleled, and o< uipied. It. 
i'on;-.i>1 « (1 of l\\(i bb.Tk-, ]>eiil.\p.- the inor.1 w«‘-leiiy of the ])rr‘sel\( 
bnil<lim,s. They were nf f>ne story only, but were d< -i^ned to 
carry :mot lu-r story abn\'e. wln n re<|nired. 

b'lMm the liospilal of T772, the present .Madras (h'li'Tal llo-^jjital 
ha.- de^( (‘uded in a direi t liiu*. Orme’s ma|» of .Madras shows a. 
ho-])ital batt'-rv. iterted wbib* tin* Id'eneli besiei;fd M.idras in 
pretty iieaily on tie. site of tlir jaesent lios[ulal. The 
a< Inal bnildiii!.!'^. hovo \er, liave from time lu time bei-n. renewed. 

Tie* M.idias Mily. Tm/s. «.f jatb N»>\.. 17^2. (onlain an orcb r 
that t wt» lie nibej - (jf ilie ('oim-' il ;ne \ isil the (leneral Iliaspital 
ev« ry wt'ek. and rej)(»rl its ronditioii to tie* (’f»mmitb e. 'Die 
saiiH* of 201I1 June, i/Sj. (ontain m-w medical retaliations, 

i hietly on sn})oi intendem o nf medical stores, indents, ete. 'I’liese 
retnlatioiis are lont, idling ten folio jxites. They were apj>roved 
aiu.l l.aontbt into foja «• four d<iys later, on 24th Jure*. 

In the Mi 7 y. Cons, of 28th Jan., I7<eb if is laid down Ih.it the 
<‘{.»ntrol of tlu‘ management of lie* hosj^ital is enlru.sted tf) lie* Head 
Surgeon at tlie. Presidency, and that diaries irmst be kept by every 
Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon attending tlie hospital. 

Orders issued in the Fori SL George Gazette, of qfli Dec., 1814, 
turned the General Hospital into a Garrisiui hospital. 


♦ For Scott, hcc Chap. XVlll, Rauk, Vol. I, p. 302. 
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" Tiif' appointments of Surgeon and Assistant Surgeon of the r,eneral 
I!osj)ital are abolished, and that Institution heroines tiic (Garrison Hospital 
of Fort St. (ieorgo, containing as at present a receptaelc for Patients not 
belonging to the (ianisem, in conformity with existing KeguI»'itions. — The 
inontlily allowance of fifty JVtgodas h'^r medical exjx iidituie now drawn by 
the Carrison Surgeon, is disroiitinued. 

" Tile Assistant (iarrison Surgeon of I'orl St. (h orge will hereafter 
inviu iably have rliarge (»f the J>isj)ensary, aiul will r(*ceive for tliat duly an 
in<:re.j.sf‘d allowance of fifty Pagf>das monthly, lie is removed from tlie 
controul of the Medical Storeke<'per, and will reside < r»nstantly in the Fort. 

" The A'^sistant Surgecjii of tlie l>Iack 'I'owii will hereaffer lu* an 
Assistant uiulc'r ll.e Ciarrison Surgeon. lie will have thaige (W the 'i'>ku'k 
the jails, and tlu' Native Inliiinary, and will reside <oiisiant!y in the 
Plark 'I'own. 

“ 'I he f<»llo\vii}g a]jj'ointments will tak<- ]*l.e -. 

AI' Suieron S. Ilew.itd, to be (iairisou SMig' "ri of I'(uf St. ( 'Corge. 

“ AF Assi:.ta.nl Surgeon R. JI. Stuart t<» be Assl.-tanl tiatiison Surgeon, 
and Snj»erintendent of the I >isjM ii.sary. 

Assistant Surgroi\ 'J'. Sergeant, to be J>Iack Town As.sistant 
Surgeon, nndei tin' new arrangement. 

" AF Assistant Surgeon riulerwood will li.ive medical charge' of tho 
Alale and J'emalc Asylums, atid will reside in the ^ iciiiity <.)f tho.ve institu- 
tiems.'* 

In tS..| 2 tlK' Madras Mediml Board describe tin* (b'neral 
Ho.-pital as an inslilution for the naa^plion of sii k, both ICnrojunn 
and nati\'(‘, cix'il and military. 'J'he buildings oc c iipied a .^p;n;e 
.1S5 yards long' by broad. The main hosjnlal was a Jutkkit onc- 
story Imilding, (’onsisting of two parallel ranges camnerti'd by a 
third, in llie form of a Icdlc-r H, on<‘ half being rest*rved 

for tlie sick of the- Europt'an regimcait in Fort Si. (ieorge. the 
sca'ond half for otlu'r sick Enropc^ans. In the same canlosiive, 
niniiing its whole h'ngth, bnt dcdac lied from the hos}>ilal, was a 
range of tiled buildings, one half of which was s(‘t :i])art for 
Eiiiopean women and children, the othca' half for natives of botli 
sexes, in separate wards. In 1^559 th<‘ entin* building \\as re- 
ronstructed, and not only doubled in size. resen)l)ling two caipital 
b ltcTs HH side* by side, but an nj^per story was added to botli. 
The now hnilciings wvvr occupied in 1861. The* (‘astern H was 
assigned to British troops, the wesltTn ustal as a ( ivil General 
Hospital, of which the nj^per story was oc cupied by Europeans 
and Eurasians, the lower by native sick. Women and children 
were transferred to a building hired for the purpose in Vepery, 
and twenty years later, in 1881, to the Old Lying-in Hospital. 
Out-patients were first treated in 1862, a new out-patient 
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department was built in 1S84. In 1S79 a block was built for in- 
fectious diseases, whicli had been treated ^ilK:e 1861 in leinporary 
sheds <jr in tents in the eoinpuiind. 

In iSi/j new wards were built on the rooi of the western wiut;, 
makini4 a third story. In the western half of the i-astern 

wing, or station hos])ita!, was handi‘d c>ver to the civil authorities, 
and b(‘caiiu‘ part of lh(‘ Civil General lIosj»ilal. klu* patients 
from the old hospital lor wauuen and children at ligmtae were 
then transferred to the Geiienil H(jspital. In the remaining 

portion of the Station hospital w;is hand(‘d (»\’er ; and, for the 
tirsi time in its history, tlie whole block of buildings became a. 
}>urel_v ci\’il institution. 

hroin 1841 to j<S 65 tlie staff consisted c*f two ofiiii'is only, 
the Surgeon and the A'^.--i>lant S'.irgeon. In 1863 a thiitl, (.died 
Seni(»r Mt'dical OlVii er. was added. In 1878 a fourth was s.inc- 
tit'iu d. and th*' l)e» ame. Seinm* Metlieal Olheer, S«‘nior 

Siirgef ai, As<i-i.int Physic ian, and Ivsidenl Surg( »ai. in 1S82 a 
Seiaaid >iirgeon uas a]»pointed. and in 180.; an :idditi>»nal iiiedit al 
('liio r. In 1803, when the wom«-n's and ehiidien's ho‘4nta] w.is 
iU' ' a jMiraied, the of "la* Stci'iid l>isti i(t jijiufd tln^ 

stall. In tie- Stvilt, iu»w -.even ill mimlx r, wen* uauad as 

l«fll(JW> - 

Sr‘iuuT Metlical OUicei. Senior Siir»;fon. 

]''irst I’ljysi'aan. Second Surgeon. 

Av'i.a.iiiL Pliy.sKia.n. jCcsidcnl Medical Ollicei . 

Ad*Iiii(.»ii.d Medical (jiik« r. 


In 1901 a. lurtlier reoigani/alion took pho <*, and two moie 
meniln rs were a.dded to tin* staff, wliich was then ec»n-^litiiied as — 


Senior Mi.dical (.aticer. 
Fir^t J 'livsician. 
Second ,, 

Third 

Fourth ,, 


Jai'sl Siiigeon. 

Second ,, 

'ihird 

Kesideiit Medical Oilicci . 


Tlie Royal Victoria Caste and Gosha Hospital for women wms 
founded in 1885. und(i' the Presidency of Lady Grant Duff, 
patients being admitted for the first time on 15th Dec., 1885. 
The fonndation stone of the hospital buildings was laid oil i8tli 
Sept., 1SS6, and the building opened in June, 1890, wlien the 
temporary quarters, hitherto used, w'ere given up, Tlie Raja of 
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Vonkjitagiri contributed a lakh, and the Maharaja of Viziaiiagram 
Rs.62,000 towards the cor>t. 

Native HospilaL — Siirgi'on Williain Gordon appears to have 
b(‘en the first to suggt*^t the ( ^-ia])lishin<‘Mt of a hospital fur 
natives at Madras. On Hjih Nuv., 17N7, he snbmilted plans for 
this purpt>se t(i the (ouncil, to tli<- Go verm /r, lo tlie Mt^dieal Board, 
and to the Nawab oj tla^ Karnatik.* NoUiiiig >eemr^ to have come 
fd this proposal at the lijiie, or till aft«T a laj;se‘ oi ten years. In 
March and September, I7<>7, A>^i->taii1 Siirgejui J<>hn I’nderwood 
a}»|rlii'd for the grant < 4 ' *». ]>ie(e of ;;r«»un(l at. lhii>ewakam, a 
suburb to the Staitli of Madras, a-, a >ile for a li»;>pilal f(»r indigent 
native sick. 'J lu- Siijd. ol the ( Omjjany’-. lands ohjei ictl t«» llu; 
site jinaitioned, \vhereu]>o]i Un(ler\vo<»d a])j)lied fnr .iiiy i>ii (e of 
waste ground lor a site. In 1 708 is 1 e< orded a leti« rtt) I'nderwoocl 
fjom ilie Court of Direco.rs, staling that all in < <‘;-^-aiy asrdslance* 
would be given to him in ejecting and maintaining a in*>j)iia! i.)r 
nativ(.‘ poor. I Idnally, a Pub!i(‘ Ja ttei' from luu I St. ('l♦•o];;e, 
dated Kjtli C>« t., ^/\)[), n poils in paras. ;;<) -.\-\.X 

“ Hospital for tlu* reiepiiori of jihlip/’iM. l*(»or. I wood, wlui 

erected it, allowe<l 130 I’aie- J»ei iiionth in Ji< n of all drniaiid,-. loi rent, and 
e.\-peMses of Kepair^^, and as .Mtending Sni Ji»o Pagodas p. nioiuli. 
'I'he Ilosj»ilaI pl.ie«‘d undei the immediate* ( <inlrol and Suj.»erinteiit U n< e ol 
llie Medical lUMrd." 

A Piiblie l.etler frmu Madras, dated ()lh Feb., iSio, lej^orts in 
paras, i (Alfstriuls, J^ctlers J'rofn .Ui/t/rns, IX. iiSub i^). 

“ I'atiis. 13_:-137. l-unds aiul l\itieni:» td’ \.Ltiv<* Inrinuaiy l.'eeri 

transUared to the .Nati\ e 1 Jo^pilaI aiui Poor I'mul, to ol)\ la.tj.: nu »»n\ niient e 
of a. double estab*. 

“ 1 pS. M* SheJ’wood ajspointetl Smeeoii to r on;e)]id.il ed in.stitii- 

tiiui, willi a -salaiy of oui* liniulred jhigodas a inonlh. 

" 1 nr nj 1 . .M' John I ndeiwood, late Surj-eon and Pieipnoiur 

of the Native Infiirnarv has been granted the diltcreiu e bei\vi.'t !i the esti- 
inateil \alue o.f that building and what it originally cost, aniounting to 
Fags 2i)oo. A Jurtlier claim, preierred on account of his j)i!blic services, 
rejected.’' 

Another Madras Public Letter, dated 15th March, 1811, states 
in para. 248 that the admissions to the M.idras Inlirmary and 

* Mtly. Cons., 17S7, M is( dhniy l^roh. 

t M.P.J.., No. 693 of 2.4111 March. 1707 : Cons., \'oI. t CXVl, p. 1031 ; 

NiJ. JtvS \ of leth Stpt., I7«i7 : I\cv. Cons.. Vol. l.XW. pf>. 37 : No. -3M 

of julh Pi'c., 1707; h’n'. Vol. l.XXXll, pp. .4Ji.p-2«>; N<.>. 1.439 t>f 2uih 

Oi.t., 170S ; J'uh. C'c»;nv., Vol. CCXXX, pp. .^707-.j9. 

X Abstruch oJ Letters reit ived Jioni Mudius, Vol. V, 1792 -00, (unpageu). 
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Native Poor Asylum, during the preceding year, had numbered 
6io, of whom 530 had been relieved. In para. 2 ^\() it is re[H)rted 
that the grounds and buildings of the' old Native Inlirmary hail been 
sold for two tliousand pagodas to Mr. ILLiringlon for a charitable 
purpose. Letters from Madras, Vi*l, IX, iSob- u). 

In iSocj this Native Inrinuary was combined, as elated above, 
with tlie Native Ih/S})ital ami I\K»r land, in the in^titulion known 
as tie- M<»n<‘gar C'h(*uUry. This iiistiluti<tn n<»w h.is an im nine 
of Rs.i.j.ooo, of uhicli J^SMiono is eontril)nled by < 'io\ criiinenl . 
A l’'oundling llosjulal is attaehid t«» it. In lS(»7 the \*cnkatagiri 
Raja l)uilt anotlier ('ln)ultry to the east of Ih*' M<»ne;’ar ( hoiiliry, 
which has a capital <.»f Rs.i,oj:,nt)o ; and an annual iii'-onie «»t 
nearly Rs..}0(m.). 

A Madias ( 1 . 0 . of jrd Drc., iSjS, ii-ci/itb. the ••>tal»li*-hnienl at 
Madras (»f a. new di^iK-nsaiy, iindi'i an aj)othe('a!V, ior native 
piibli<: serwints. 

A Madras Jhiblii Letter. date<l jOlh Sej>t.. iSih, rejiurtr^ in 
para, i.}.] tint a lh»spilal h»r l.ejKTS had been coiupletid at a 
Cost i.i pagndas letspit.ii has sim e de\a ]Mpeil int(> the 

Madras (io\ ernnient Le|>er 1 los|>it.|]. situated in \\ a-li«'Miianj)et , 
near tlu' Moin gar Choultry. It. reerives lepers of ail races and of 
both se\e'^. ^ijice lepej* C(Ul\icls tVolll jails in Ihr Madias 

Presidem y liave b* en 1ransfrrrr<l t<» tliis hospital, umb r (inhu's 
isMud in Madr.is ( 1 . 0 . No. taps .T^dic ial id' 17th Jul\', iSN^. 

'f/ie Limaiic Asyli(})i.— ln 170.; .Vs'^istant Siiigeon V. Coiiolly put 
forward proposals hir the establishment {>{ a lamadic A^ylmn at 
Madi as. (Jn i^th Nov., ijc# (lov'ernnicnt sanctioned iIm* j>i«ij( ( t, 
cm i‘#th Nov., (.auinllv ai crpted the terms ottered, and tlw 
lishmeiit of the .\sylinn is ordered in a (i.(J. of the a^lli N«»v.* 
Tliese lai ts \\« rr leporlod to (. oui t in a. Mily. la tter iiaun Ihu'l 
St. Cicauge, dated i^Slh h'eh., 1704, {>ara.s. MS, S^. 'J'lie Asyhuii 
was c»pejn‘d (»n 1st (,)(1., J7p4- A Mily* 1 -eller, dated jSth 0 ( 4 ., 
1794. para. 3, sdales tiiat tin* lunatic asylum is ready, and 
that Mr. CoiuJIN' is granted 250 j)agoda.s a month for the ( barge 
thereof. t I his asylum appears to have been built by Conolly, 

♦ A/.y*./',.. No. .^5.53 ef 151 !) Nov., anU No. -iC'fM til lotli Nov., Mily. 

Cons., Vol. C'LXXX, pp- *3^ ; N'ti. .p/St.i i.jI .ijtli Nov., r7«.e5. 

G.O.’s, Vol. IX, ]). V'2- 

t AbUyucts, Lcttcy^ fr-.m Mudrus, VoJ. IV, .,7. p. 4(3. J<(*.m.ilati(*ns 

for ttic a(lniis.^it)n of luii/itiis to tht.: Asylum are i'iv'.n in AlaUras 2<a\\ 

Svpt.. I70t. wliieh also notilits the lacts tliat the Asylum is i(.aiJy to lie opencti, 
an(.l Conolly ’s appointment a;s 
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and to liavc remained his property until he sold it to Dalton, 
Governin<‘nt paying a rvnt of Rs.825 month for its use. 

Valentine Coin^lly, who started this limatie asylum, entered the 
Madra'^ Service as Assi'-tant Surgeon on i6th Jun<*, 1788, bt*eanio 
Surgeon on 24th June, 170O, retired on 2n(I J803, and died 

in Loiahm on 2nd Dre., j-Sur In hr was Serretaiy to 

the Medical Board. Hr was the fatlier of live* sons, four of whom 
lost their li\'es in the- sei viee of their eanintry ; Edward Barry 
Conolly, Captain, <>th ICC., killed in action .d Feat Tiitainclara, 
norlli of Kabul, 2otli Sej)t., 1840 ; Arthur (a^nolly, ('aptain, Olh 
B.C., nnirden-d with (.‘(Jonel Stoddait at ICakliara, on (U* about 
17th June. 1842; John Balfour C<aiolIy, Lieut., 20th B.I., died 
of fever in iCila lli‘>sar, Kabul, while a iuiStage there*, 7tli Ang., 
1842 ; and Henry VaJeiitiiie (.‘oiuilly, M.( .S., Magi>traie e»f Mala- 
bar, murdered there by M(»i) 1 a. fanaties, iilh Sept., 1833. 

Madras Mily. of 8th CCt., 1700. m ord the appoinlinenl 

of Surgeon Maurici' Fit/.gerald (u tla- eharge of the L\matic 
Hospital. l'it/gei-ald went ou furlough in 1802, and was sueet‘eded 
l>y Surgeon John (.h>ldie,* who held the* po.^u for ai)uul livi* vears. 
In J807 the Asylum })assed into the hands of Surgeon Jaines 
Dalton, wli(» bouglit the })rnj)erty from C<»iiolly for pag^d,*- 2C.000, 
ami retaineil the aj^jK>iiilment for ahuut se\en years, wiien Jnhn 
Ihiderwood was gazetted to it, in the older of «|th Dee., 1814, 
(luuted above. A Madras Miha Lett(‘r id 15th June. i8ib, reports 
in ])ara. 330 that Surgeon Dalton’s application for renewal of the 
ItMse of tlie Lunatic nus])ital had l.H‘en refused. 

Dalton rehiiih the whole asylum, enlarging the accv»mn\odation. 
This asylum w.ts sitiiatt'd in Ki!])auk. 'l‘hesiti‘is now o( cujMedby 
('ollege Favk, tlie roideiiee of the Prim i])al and Staff of llu' Madras 
C‘liri>tiau Cullegi*. It was for lung known in Madras a.s DaltorCs 
Madluuise, The piijpeny appears to have remained in possession 
of I)alloi\’s heirs, being only rented by Government, till the new 
asylum was (x cupied, in 1871. 

Jamt's Dalt(Ui entered the Madras Medical Service as Assistant 
Siirge(»n on 1st July, 17(^1, became Surgeon on 14th May, 1800, 
and S.S. in 1815. He died in England, on furlough, on 16th 
Sept . , 1823. Dalton is connected with a curious bypath of English 

* r'ntvO'tl 1 2th Jan., i7‘jo. i)lh Jiiii., T711S. Suptg. Surgeon, loth 

July, isw, laemher Medical Board, 15th May. iSiv), retired 31st Dec., 16 23, died 
in Loudon nth June, 1S53. 
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history, throu.t;h his C.uh:irint* Aii.^Mista Ritso, who (I’wd at 
Madras in iSi ). lliis lady wms supjuwd 1o l>o a d.middt'V i>t 
r,t'«»rgo III, hy Manii.ih Lighthtoi. Thr story. ho\Vf\rr, is 
iniprf»hablt\ Hannah Lighthuat was horn in th urLir III in 

1738. His inarriago to Hannah, if it rvor lo^k pl.a.o. innst ha\a' 
boon carried t>ut a]>ont 1754; cia*taini\' bol<.rr ijtH). wlru ho 
caino to Iho thron<‘. ^Irs. Oalloai was thirty-two whon sho iliod. 
s*» rnnst havo ])<;on b«arn al^out 17S1. whm H.nuiali Lit;iitlo(a w.r. 
til tv, and whon any o<'nma lion with tho l\in.< had I'*!!?; ioa^od. 
Mrs. Dalton might j^ossibly, howovfi\ ha\t' bi iai Hannah s gratnl- 
<l;ii.ightor. \Vhotln*r Ihinnah Lighttoot was a»tiially nianiod to 
(joorg<' III, whon Prinoo ot W'ahs ; (»r who(l\f r sin' \\a> mi'-a i r-,v^ ; 
or whothor tlioro was only soino slight ilii t.i t i* m Ijofwi rn tin in ; 
or, lasth'. wla'thor tlo’ wholo story dt tlirir rola.t ion-, .in in\Tni ion, 
will probaldy no\(‘r bo knoun with oiif.iinly. All tiial i-; kio-wn 
on tlio snbjri t will bi' iound in a woi k o.illnl 1 /ir J'nii Ouakrr, 
Ilainuili I.irjithh^l , ond her ;;s \citli L'oo/gc- ///. h\- Mai\ !.. 

Pondoivd : Lond<ni ; .Ibu>l .uni Hlaok'-tl ; into. Mis. Dadton’-; 
LdUgod rolationsliij) is di-' n.->rd ’1 pp. J87 ,ind jS8. d'horo \soro 
st‘Voral otlior < laiiuanls t<» simil<ir dosoont. 

I'roin iS-ti to 1867 harinl's-s idi* K wopo kojit in tlio Moiiogar 
( houltry. to avoid <n-orrrov\'ding tho Asylnin. Small a.-\'liims 
worn adso opc-nod at Vi/ag.ipatam and Trii hinopoly. d'ho f.»rmor 
is still in o\i>t(‘n< o ; tho latt( r w,is ( l(»sod in 1871, and tho inmatos 
transforred to thr* Madras Asylum. 

In 1867 tho Madras rnmont . in (LO. No. zn, Judioial (j{ 
7th Jan.. 1867, sanofionod tho i.on.'^tni-; lii>n of a lu'w Iima.tii 
as5'lum, abont a rnilo to tho norlh-wr-t of fli«; oJd irr-.titntion. at 
LrM:o<’k s gardens. Tlio n< w bnildings wen- na u}»i' (l on i 51 fi .May, 
1S71, the cost being a little ovr-r two /tikhs, f on -id< rablo additions 
havo been made sinoo that datf*. In 18^2 tho oriniinal lunatics 
of tlio Madras Prosideiiry. who had np to fliat dal** l)rrn kopt in 
jails, w<‘ro (ransforrt'd to tlu* asylum. 

Tlio oarliost nudiissil ho)S.pitals in the- Madras PK.'-idciiry -»fin 
to have boon (‘stabli>hod in tho tliirtios of th»' ninop-enth century. 
In the fourth vohnno of Wilson’s History f,f the Madras Annv it is 
stated that in 1842 there wen* only .six ci\'il hos])itals in the 
Prosidenry fuitside Madras. 
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1 1 L— Calcutta.* 

The first hospital in Calcutta was opened towards the end of 
1707 or early in 1708. Its ronstnirtion was ordered in Fort 
William Public Coits. of lOth Oct., 1707. 

“ liavcing abundance of our Sn]di<Ts iS: Sfamoii yearly Sick, A- tliis 
year more plicnlarly ovir SoMiers. 1h<‘ rej>r(*sejiting to us, that for 

want of an Hos]iitall or Convenifut Lodgeing ff»r them is mostly Hie occasion 
of their Sickness, and such a jdace will bo higlily necessiry as well for the 
(.iarrison an<] Sloops as C ompany's C hailer party Shi]>ping to koe]) the men 
in health, tis therefore agrraMl that a < t nit iil s]n»t of groiiiifl near the 
ffort be pit( ht n])i>n lf> build an Hospibill on, tV that the Casheirs pay out 
of y*' Comp' Cash for the sai<l oc rasifjn. lowanis perfecting it, the suiiime 
of two thousand Ciirr’ Kupees A: wliat more tnay be gathcK’d in by Sub- 
scriptions from Hie C.<jmmancK of tlie Iairop<* aiul (‘oiiiili y Shij)]:)ing *V. the 
Inliaf>itaiils is to be forwarded *V gafhv H'd in by M' Abr.iliam Addams 
who is to lo<jk alter the building the saiiK! undtr the dirc(tion of the 
('ouncill.’' 

Adams was Bakshi, or Paymaster, at the dat«‘ of this order. 
Captain Alexander Hamilton, in his Sc:<} Aci'0}int of the East 
Indies, thus d(‘s<'ribes th<' ('aleutta liospital :it llie time of his -.tay 
in the town, about 1708. 

Tlic C'onipany bas a pretty good liospital at Cal«'utfa, where ninny go 
in to undergo the Penance of Physic, Vuit few come cuit t give an Aca nniu of 
its C^peration." 

The Bcnfiid Tens., of i^lh Feb., i70f)/io, contain the following 
note- on this hospital : — 

" There being a. great many Fairope Soldiors in the Ciarri>on who if 
they lodge about tlie town as N'sually will create hickne>s anfl oilier iiu on- 
veniences to tliemselves ami oTiiers tlu iefoie t i< 

“■ AcrKErn the Hospitall be walK-d round and that Barricks be made in 
it for the Soldiers to ItKlge in and that some of the Otiicors doe likewise 
lodge there and set*, a goo(i Dcvoniin kept amongst them. ” 

Regulations for the Hospital are recorded in the Cons, of 20th 
Aug., 1713. iHid of 6th Dee., 1716.^ Tin' fi>rmer wen* drawn np 

• Much of llie iuforiviation here given al>out the first ho.;pit;d in Calcutta, 
including the extiacts lonn Covs. between 170a and T7O0. is taken from the late 
C. K. Wilson'.s works. Lariy . tufuth oj the m ih r:}:a/. and < >/f/ I-vrt Wtliiam 

tH Jicu^al. fhe spelling in these exlr.K.ts by has been soniCAvhat 

model nist'd. The history of the Calcutlii thneial Hospital wa.s also dealt with 
by the late Major D. M. Moir, in the Jufiian Medical Gazettv, Jan. to 

March, these papers being republished in Ihn^al J^ast and Present, Xo. 12, 

Vol. V', July to Sept.. 1910. 

t Word h> omitted in original. Ilamillon’s Sew Account of the East Indies, 
third edition, l.Amdoii, 1744, Vol. 11 . p. 8. 

I Wilson, Early Annals, Vol. 11 . pp. 138, 139. 
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by tlu' Siirg» on>, inul n*lVr chiefly to disri]>Iini' ; thr l.ntcr by tho 
(ounril, and rvWv chiefly to the 0)st of TUaintenanre, ajul to its 
apporfionnu'nt Ix'twecn (jovcrnnient <iik 1 the patit'nts. who wert' 
chiefl}^' soldiers in the Company's service. 

’‘Hospital Rrqitlations. 20'* Anq. 1713. 

*' The <]ort<)rs belonf»iieij to this place delivered us the fohuwiuj,: aili*. les 
for regulating the llo.‘.pitall, vizt : — 

The Hon'l'le I niled romp.iny will Mipplv lie* H" ini.dl with 
30 cots and bedding, 20 gouiis. and 20 i'ieees (iui rails.* 

“2“'-. 'rhal all the soldiers .iiiunarryM l»e ol>!iged to it pan lt.» the. 
Mospitall wlien sirk. 

“ 3*'*. 'I'iiat eA cry soklier pay ^ annQes yu'r day wliilst: sick in II10 
Hospital for his maintonaiKe. <*very ('orporall six. aiul a Sergeant hall a 
rupee. 

'■ 'Dial a tt ntry l»e k< pi tt> seciirt* tin* sn k from going :il>io.id till 
admit t<*d In lie* Surgeon and to hinder all Siri>n;; I.iijnors iM-ing lirouglit in. 

s'*'. *1 hal tin' Sf<‘\vairl h:ive all tlie iloflis iiud''i hi-, eh.iigt* aiul tio 
supj'lv tln’in wifli <»11 neei'-sarys alh'r the a hovi men! lom d gift, his w.iges 
30 ni]>eea I'er imiiith out 01 nlneh to pav for lirt‘wi'od. ovl, \e. 

" lb ]u-i.\ i(h’ hias.^ I'otts, f. Samepaiis, 1 .» I'oningers, i ( onge oti 

Pewter Plate" with twc'iity spoems. ■ • (S'*) W'". Ilamillou. Kiehd 

Harvey.” 

“ no‘.pit:iI of o'* Hrc.. 

” Kt'gulatioris agie- d on for the Hosintall, at tin' Company's ( harge. 

” Mt'di' ines out of the stores bougiit in the Pazar ; by Prescription 
of ih.e Doctors. 

” Cott-s for 1 he Sirk. 

Cloths for Haggs. 

” Wood. Charcoal, Potts and Pans, and what elst' shall be nr-re.ssary. 

” Six Harrys t during the sickly season, and four afterwards. 

" Two washermen. 

” Dyet of sick men, randies and oil to be made goo(l to the StewarrI 
out of the soldier's pay monthly at the Pay Table and no other deduction 
to be made before he is paid, which <*xpe.nsc not to exceed four nnaes a, day 
for each man. 

” All utcnsills and in * e^sarys In-Ionging la the Tlo‘'])itan to be under the 
Steward’s care, and he to be answerable for them. 

” Agri'od that ICiehard Warrc'ii be Steward upon likeinge and i<t lodge 
in the Hospilall and be continued in case he bcliave liimself well and 
diligent and honest in that ^itlice and tliat he be allowed ten rupees jier 
month for his Dyet during hi.s cfuitinuing in it besides the wages Idteeii 
rupees per month already allowerl for the service he does as ( ooper.” 

\Vil?on also givf.s J a soiies of a< counts for tho years 1716-17, 
in which appear many medical items. The repairs of the hospital 

* Gurrahfi, gharas, earthenware jars, 
t Harrys, llaris, sweeperb or scavengers. 
t Early Annals, Vol. II, pp. 2y}-262. 



420 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 


and of tlu; I)o^tor^^’ quarters recur frequonlly, as well as a good 
deal of expenditure on drains. In cuie year the repairs of the 
I)uel<us' quarters cost Rs.494. and thcise of llie " Do* h^rs' Shop ’* 
(tr dispensary, Rs.757, large sums, cun<«idering the value of money 
then, to be spent in this w.iy in a single, year. One would have 
thought that it would liav<* been eheajK.T to provide dectuit 
buildings onc(^ for all. The Mirgeon- then dn^w £36, or .iSS rupees, 
ea< h, as a yea/s salary ; so llie Kqi.iir of their fiuarters cost, nearly 
as mueh as the pay of the two s!irge«»im for the whole \'(*ar. 

In 1728 and 173^1 the hospital again w.is gi*‘.)tly in ne<*(l (d 
rej)air. 

" Pnh, Ci'ti:;., W’illiant, 17^* I)ir. M’' Cliarles ilani]»loiJ, 

'Bnxoy, us t.liat the llosjutaJ i> \* ry inin ]i oiii of J\ep:iTi. 

*’ * Mou-.iu 0 '1 hat ('apt.ain 'htjonias Snow. Maf t* r of AtleiMiaiu e. anil 
John Aloftr, »!«• laki' a i aioinl Sur\ cy of ihe Same, and delivoi their J\ej:iort, 
in W’ritiniir, to thi> J JoaoI.” 

*' Pith. I'orf Willutni, ii‘« 3 ///V, i73f>. Kh-gort of ([i»' Ho.^ntal. 

’]'(» Ihe Honourahle |"hri I ane, lvs(|, »S:e‘. lion. uial»I Sir and Sirs. 
I’lir.'-aiaiit to an order of (’ouiu il o! the .y*' lie. taut \ve ha\'e MiJAi'v'd the 
.1 Jo;>])ital and find all tie* lieanis and most ot the Window and I >oor frames 
hoMen. insommli tlial W'e aupiehend that the hool will l.»e in d:ini:< r of 
iallin}:; in next lain.'i unless tnm*ly prevented hy shoiing ail the. l.-icains. 
We are — Thomas Snow. John Aiolte,” 

Li 1735 an order was passed that one of the Doelors should 
reside at the Hospital. In tliis order the word hospHnl i> sjn lt in 
two different ways, within as many lines. 

“ Piih. Co}}^., ll’iIHiiin, Miirrh, 1735. It bciiy^ neeessary for 

one of the Doctors to reside at the tlo.^pital h*r tie- .\tleiKhinre oi ihi' Sick. 

“ AoRi i'.n tliiit wi' build a Couple of L'pp'‘-‘^' ami a Sh''»p lor tlu* 

Medicines at one ol the I'nds of tlie Hospitall.'* 

In a General Letter from Bengal, dated 17111 Feb.. 1752. para. 
100,* is noted an order that tlu' Members of the Board, or Council, 
shall take it in turn visit the hospital. A letter fnan Court, 
dated 3rd Marcli, 1758, jiara. 83, repeats the order that each 
Member of Council shall in turn ])ay a weekly visit. The same 
order is again repeated in the Co?t$. of 10th March, 1760.1 

In 1752 wo Ihui the Doctors applying for beds for the hospital. 
In the Cons, of 27th Oct., 1752, Mr. Plaisteed, Mtunber of Council, 
visiting tlie hospital in rotation, reports ; — 

• AbstriU'ts. Letters from Coast and Bay, Vol. V, 17.^4-54. p. 35.^. 
t Long. SeUctio^ns, No. 300, p. izb ; No. 449, p. 207. 
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Jhc l.>ootors an; of ojiinioii iluit T^cki)0^t^> l\>r ovcry lOiHU, inado to 
take out at pleasure, will be a f;[roat preservation, as all lower rooms are 
very damp/' 

Tiiekpust/’ of tx)urst\ is TukhUipof^h, the ordinary quadi an- 
gular \vood<'ii bed, low but broad, in ctunnum u-e in native liouses. 
Tlie l[o-|)iial Regiilaliuns (.»{ 171J t-liow that eols \Mie then 
provided for the siik. How th<‘se itds diltend Iroin the l>eds 
now wanted is not apparent ; }.)ossibly the eot was a swun;," 
hainiiKM k. or a iixe(.l bunk; like tho>e on board shij). It < aii 
hardly be ^ll])])o^ed that tlu‘ siek slejit on the damp lli‘or. At 
this }Hriod, 1752. tht‘ liospital had two stom s ; th«* Surgo.ins* 
Mates lived in an unboarded room on the ground lltior. 

'I'he ht.'spila! was again in groat want oi rejuirs in I7;S |. 1 he 

Cojis. of 23 lh July, 1751 . eoiilain the following' r< [Ma t upon it. 

" 'I he liiixey delivers in a n-porl ol lie- llis pitall f)Ui.aLint hi rair 01 .lei 
la o !hf' lepoi t l»'‘ i nierM altta ihi'. d.n s < 'on aalta 1 ion and 


“ ' To the llonouiabl'' Jou-'-r Iv-.j* 1 ’iv i.i«’iil and ( lov«-i noiir, 

<N:e ‘ l.'oniiv il, 

‘ I ionoiir.'ible Sir and Su!.. AgreDabh' |o y.air Ifontaiis ordi rs in 
pm ai.inn' <*1 lln- n‘jK>rt «>l iho llo .pii.dl I lia\e takfii a earefid 

.‘^iirvt \' tliMi-ol as follows. Tin- l>oor I'l.iUH's and W indows are almost 
all so liad Ihal lln;v imr t ]»<’ <har)i/d. tin* South W'e -t and l>y W'esI pait. 
of tin* llosjuPdl csp-cially that wore the 1 .i.e.iit niiu; sli id I< it i ^ ^iO vn y l)a.d 
lliii! P»oi I'af'. * h:i\ing e.iven way and tin* lieanr? and tin- 1 ‘Jai'-fi ;; !m>ik: 
that il new IVaUie se;. is not :,p«-eihlv put tli.d. part will fall down. 1 he 
Wi’sli ii\' Wall has belliril out two le« t iD»t w illisl.indiiii'; tin- I’e.ini . and 
l.hirya'-s :ir.‘ ".n})j)o!Led with I -St.am. Inon - Ih.il lhi‘reisan abstihilr e'.sit y 
to biitlress Iheni I ininedia 1 « lv lo k«aj} the Wall tandin;;, tlie Noith l/e.t 
Knd oi the Ho^j)itidI is (i.i< k'd in Number r>f J'laies and tlie Ai\he-= i;i\efi 
way ioul .si-veral of tlie I’.meiirs an(l IJe.uns falling so Ihal p.nL imi .t 
likew'i-a' be I»ultrc‘s ,’.i to kee p n tifun falling, 1 h • w'hoie Jlospilali min t he 
Sjjet chly w hiti-wasli'd and i’laideid a-s Jjeing entiredy a Cut' h i building 
shou'd tlie Kains get into the W.di> il will r.an y a wa v all tlie. mnd fioiii 
between tlie Jkieks arul in hanger of llu! whole, f am willi Kesj)e<.t, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, Yoiir nio. t (d»edient IIinid.de Servant, ]*aiil 
Rii hard IVaikes, liuxey.' " j 

This lirst (\ileiitta liosi)ital, to wliieh all the alx'Vi^ entries 
refer, was destroyed at the raptun* of (.aleutta in JuiKg 1756 . 

• liurgaes, ltari:h,is, ^anall ernsN heani.-, of wliich a do/.en ijv ihom* may he 
required l>ctwctn eacli pair of llie large bi-ains siij)porting ilw roof, lln- wool 
is .spell in lour difleivnt wayi in this i.xtracl. 

t Tor Pearkes, sire Chap. XI, _ ahd th>‘ f 'jil of C\iUu!tii, Vol. (, pje 

tss. 159 . 
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A temporary hospital seems to have been occupied soon after the 
place was retaken by Clive in January, 1757. In the Cons, of 
6th Sept., 1759, it is noted that the hospital is not large enough 
for the sick, and it is resolved to purchase Dr. Gray’s house, to 
bt; used as a hospital, for Rs.15,000. In a valuation of j)ublic 
buildings in Calcutta, recorded in Cons, of 8th Oct., 1759, the 
hospital is valued at Rs.12,000. 

In the Cons, of 2ist Jan., 1762, the hospital is again reported 
to Tjc ruinous. 

“ Tho Surveyor seiuls in a L<.*ttor rc*|m?sentin^ tluit tlio Hospital anti 
Salt Petrc* tiotlowii are in great want of rojiair and that unless thoy are 
ropairM In- imagines tlicy must fall this year. 

“ (.)R]ji,k’i» lie (be) dirct ted to j)ut the Hospital in rejiair. " 

Apljarently soiiit' repairs wore done, lor the building seems to 
have survived the rains of 17O2. In Cons, of Jitli Oct., 17O2, it 
was ivs(»lved to build a rH‘w hospital at Sunnairs, (Kidderjnir). 

rimling great Iiu onveiiieiu y for Want i>l Koom in our Httspital and 
from not having tlie Beneiit of a lice and ojkui air. 

“ Auui.i i) till such Tinu^ as the Hosjulals can be built in the New rort. 
that we build one near to Suriuaii's with l’\*ll J rees, aiul cttver’d with Straw, 
under tht; Direction of (..'aptain Clrt'en, upon the .same (.'(>^;^tITKlion with 
those lie lias built at (ihynjtty, wJiicli are found to be cLxtremeJy goin.1 and 
w hoi e.s( )me Lodgings." 

The liosj>ilal at Ghireti was for sipalris. A sirnihir hosjiital, 
nu>n* than 1 wt'nt y years <‘arlier, is mentioned by Captain I'eii\\iek * 
as suggested at Dean's Town, i.c. Damn's town, a place win re the 
Danes had a lhatehed Iioum- tui the west bank of tht* llugli, south 
of its junction with the Kuimarayan, and opposite llugli Point, 
about where the modern town of Giankhali now stands. 

*■ I lurthei juit the Cioveinor in mind of an 1 lospilal on that spot, wliich 
Stands high, and would not re(|iiiiv more than two Subalterns, and thirty 
Soldiers, with the I Von.s and Inhabitants, to kee]) the Moratloes at a jiroper 
distance. As the Hospital would be a recL-ptacle for our sick soldiers, so 
it lies convenient for the ships anchoring cither at Culpec, or Jngelce to send 
their sick Men to . . 

The proposed hospital at Siuanaifs was apparently never 
bnilt, as a letter t<» (.'ourt dated 28th Nov., 1766, speaks of the 

* ini thf Cviti/umy's A fUitrs Ut 1747-,^^ ; .L<*tUT ft, <>rme MSS.^ 

JuiUa, V\>I. VI, pp, 15^1. “ That spot " is reterifd to as Dean's town, 

earlier in the letter. 
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Hospital as "a temporary building in the Old Fv)rt/' The Copis, 
of 3rd March, 1766, contain a report from Mr. Fortnom, the 
Company's architect, stating that the old hospital is so much in 
want of repair as to be dangerous. In Cons, of March, 17O6, 
it was resolved t<.» sell it. 

F.xtrcict from ^Ir. Portnom's Vi foit in Cons., of Moii h, i7(>o. '* r'loiii 

the Nature of the Post I have the Honoiii to lu»Kl 1 liave not been 

favored with partieiiLir Instriu lions) I look it iny Puty to Aeciuaint you, 
That tlie Old Hospital Adjoiniuit to the Ht'.ul Siuj^eon’s Ihaise is iu so 
ruinous a Situation that it ap]H‘ars necessary to t.ike it down to i)revi'iil 
its doin^^^ misdiief." 

“ Cons., 31=’^ March, i 706. f-etter from M*‘ lAjitnom the C ivil Architect 
of thi; loth Instant read, eoiitainiiiit I'.stiiuates ol the lep.iirs t»i tlie several 
Huildiiii^s mentioned in his I.etter to the Hoard ol tlu^ 3*'* Inst. ml. 

A(;ki;l].) that tlie t'onijiany s t>Iii I h ».-])it.iI. llie small House hu the 
Assistant Surgeon, and tlie house lately (Htuj)ieil by -M‘' thay he sold. " 

A Letter to C (uirt tlaleil jnd h'eh., ri‘pnrls in ji.ira.. 113 

Hint th<‘ (^Kl hospital had !>• eii sold for Ks..|i.p not (piite. one 
per rent, of ils book value. 

" 'Hk' oM Ihtspital was liroughl on ballaiice in the Heneral Jiooks at 
( iiroait Kiiik.» - 3 i . ■).") 1 1 3. but being ahu<»st • h-r tioy M by a violi'ut Storm 
tlie Ktauaiii'i ol il sold mily f'U' t.iiriem l\upees .^i.| and the JJallaiice of this 
lieail we urdmed also to be wiote olf." 

A new h«)S|>ital, bowetar, Imd Ihth provid('d befoie the old 
one was sold. In ('tnis. of 2vdh Sejd., I7bf>, it w.is resolved to 
renuA'e the old hosj)ital and l)uiiai ground, and to build a lU'W 
liospital. The gra\eya.rd tinis closed was Hie ohl one, where. 
St. John's chiin h now stands. It contained the bodies <;f all 
iMii'ojieajis who had died iu ('aleiitl.i sincf* j6(^S, (juohahly about 
J2.o()o), ex(:i‘]>t those wlu< had perishc*d iu the Hlack Hole ; their 
bodies were Hung into tlie dil< h t»f the Old Fort.’*' 

(T'e/js-., Sr ft.. 17O0. The Hoard taking into Coii.sideral.ion the 

gr(‘at Inconvenience, attending the* want of a proper Hos|)ititI hu- the 
Military the present one being only a Tt-mjiorary HiiiJdiiig in the Old Tort 
destitute of tlie pioyier accommodation It is judged Exjicdient that a t.oin- 
nu)di<.ius One be erec.t<*d as sofin as possible and the Civil Architect attending 
tlio Board on this Occasion lie i*- f Ordered to ])oint out a juojK’r Spot lor 
a IJoispital to be built upon, aiul at the same lime to deliver in a Idan of One 
with an Estimate of tlie Exjjcnco. 

“ The present Burying (irouiid, situate in the middle of the down i.s 
al.so very detrinienUil to the Healths of the Inhabitants and too much 


Long, Stkctions, No. p. 4^6. 
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confined the Civil Arcliitect is therefore directed to ]>oint out a more 
convenient Situation for one to be made (»f jn'ojx r Dimension'..'* 

"Ihe Cutis, of i6th Nov., 1767, recnul tliat Mr. Kiernanclvr’s 
house is to bo survrwd by the Chief En^i^int er, the Surgeons 
nnd tlu* Ci\'il Arrhit(‘rt, wlio w ill report if it will do for a hospital. 
A letter from Mr. Kiernander about the (.(di\'( rsion f»f his house 
into a hos])il;d is entered in Cons, of .ph .April, 1768. On 25tli 
April is recfd'ded tlu* ])ayinent of R-. 08, 000 to Air. Kiern:inder 
for this hoii'ie. I'm tlu 1 diseiir>sion e»n thu- subject took phu e. on 
lOth May. 

A Letter I0 ('oui I, dated T;;th Sej)t., .1768, rej)orts in ])ai,i. 65 : 

lio>)>ilai, lu KieniantU r'.- I h»u ’»■ j»iu i li.iscd fni rnu-at Ivs. oS.ooo 

and lia\ e 1 '.mtr.K tt-fl willi him for biiilclin.^ tlu* additional bijddin^;s thereto." 

Mr. Kiernander reached Calcutta in 1738. His garden hou>e 
ha<l theiflon' pr(»hably been built Vniwetu 1758 arid 17^7. He 
contracted to hand over lus garden iionse in the suburbs, to be 
usi‘d as a hos])ital, and to build two large new wing'-S b\' the 
i^lh Jun<’, 1770. Tlie ga.rd<‘n lioijse was aetually hanchal «»\er 
to Cio\s rinneiit, and (Ma iipii d as a lio-pital. (»ji jotli June, I7btg 
tl)e wev,t wing on 2 ik 1 .'\]>ril, 1770, and the east wing on 2nd June, 
1770 ; as statt'd l)y Kiernander in a letter daits.l i>t May, 1772, 
rerorded in llie ('ons. of 4th May. 1772. 

Tliis may be said to have luen the thiol hospital eiaated in 
Calcutta, 'riie first was that of 1707 oS, and the second tin* 
tempoiary inakesliift in tlie lout, from 1737 to iTtxg All three 
wer<* juimaiily intended for the ('omj)any’s soldiers and sailors, 
hut lidiiiilted all luuopeans. of all classe*^ and of all callings. | 
'I'liis Ihiial hos]>ital. with considerable additions and alterations, 
l.isii/d iij) to our own lime, and has (uily nceiilly, between 1902 
and ic)n8, bt en rejdaced by the iTiagnilic(*nt buildings of the new' 
I^resitlency Kuroixan General Hospital. The (‘ntiro cost of 
cetnslructkui and maintenance of this hospital has always, practi- 
eally, Intai borne by Government. The Wotadburn block, for 
paying patients, alone, cost over three and a half lakhs. 

Native Hospitals . — The first hospital for the Native po*)r in 
Calcutta »as opened about the end of 1792 or beginning of 1793. 

• AhsUaits, I.t^Urrs R revived front Bengal, Yol. I. 1760-70, p. 311. 

t The oi I Oci., 170J. contain an orKt to the Hospital UtKirti, dated 

5th Oct., that all destitute sick Kuropeans arc to be received in the General 
Ho.Kpital. 



HOSPITALS IN INDIA 


A ^5 

The C.C. of iSlli Oi l., I7<)2, notifu-s that it is inti'iiJi'd tu institiiti* 
a liospitai fur lulivrs. Tho sanir pajx‘r. (»n ist Nov., 17*)-!, states 
that a nieetini:!; had bevn hold, at whioh it was dolormiin'd (i) to 
institute a lH»spital for natiws ; (’) to vest the iiianaj’i nunt in 
an equal number of European and Native Govi rnors. n‘sid**uts ol 
Calrutta ; (5) to a]qx>int a Conmiittee to raise s\ibserij)ti(»ns and 
propart' a plan. (jovernment t::rantt'd a siibsiily of Iv-.boo a 
month, on 6tli July, i/’G* Twelve* (io\'erii<jrs were a])pMinti‘d. 
The Jirst lu»s]'ital was opened in a house in the Cliitjuir Road, 
subsequent!}’ a house in Dharamt(»la was bought, and ojh'iud as 
a liospital r»n 1st Sept., 1704.* 

The ( .Ci. ot joth Sept., itSot), i^i\es tin' aeeounls and la-tuiiis 
of llie bo<piial lor tlu* year 1805-06, tlie year nmnin;; from 1st 
Sept, to jist All.!;. ' 1 ‘lie iiu'oine for the ye.u* was Rs.ij.iS.S. tlie 
expenditure I\s.io,bj6; ilu* balame in hand, in easli, 

atid 1 *^s.4o.28j m ('oinpanj’ S paper ; al.so the iioTise and /;r<MUids, 
whii'h eosi Ks.-t p8«yS. During tlie year 220 in j>alients and ii'874 
<»nt-pat ients were trealeil. and Ja 80 va<'einaliinis weit* jieriorined. 
'Ihert' w( re 57, deaths, 4J()5 were relieved and di'-j harj.'ied ; while 
62 patients, lo in aiul 45 out, remained under treatment at the 
elos(‘ uf tli<- year. 

'I li<* lollowiiiL^ siatislies ar<* f;i\'en ha' twelv'o yeais, bom 
1st Sept., 1704, to ^'jTst Auf;., 1806. Tin* lif^nres seiun small to 
our modern ideas, but (»n the whoU* show a fairly st( ady ineiease. 
It would be interesting to know what was the cause of tlu‘ -udden 
rise in the number of out-patients, nearly trelile that <*i tlie pie\ hms 
year, in i8oo~oi, and the great fall, of about forty per cent., in 
1804-05. 
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* The institution of the hospital. anO the Government j^rant of I< a 
month, were approved in para. 31 of a Public Letter from C:oiirt, dated 3rd 
July, 1795. 
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The admissions to iKispital. for the prececding year, from ist 


Sept., 1805, to 
followH : — 

31st 

Aug., 1806, are also 

given, clu.ssifted as 

Wounds 

77 

Dj'sentery . . 2 

luniours . . i 

Fractures . 

34 

J'istula in ano . i 

l.)islocatit>iis . 1 

Venereal . 

4 

Stranguary . 5 

Concussion of brain 3 

Contusians 

18 

Locked jaw. . 2 

MorlUications . 3 

Scalded and burnt 

4 

Spleen . . 3 

Cholic . . 2 

Dro]>sy 

7 

J<lieumali.sm . 2 

Catarrh . . r 

Abscess 

8 

Cancers . . 2 

Suuvy 1 

l*'ever 

15 

IMsers and .s<ues 21 


I'alsv 

■ » 

Kxces.si ve vonii t i ng i 

'iol.il 220 

'I'he n*turn is 

signed “ Rohcrl Wilson, 

Su]ierintenderit.’* * 


Hie eonditidiis for which jMlients were jibnitlf-tl niniiul one 
strongly <»f those which ikjw tause achnissii.n to a small mufussil 
hospital, where destitnti* ]>au])ers sent in hy the ])iili(<'. and cast-s 
i)f injury, lonn the liulk of the in-jialiiuils. The former class of 
easels ma.3' be represented by ulcers and stores, one-tenth of (he 
wh(»le, and by palsy, drojisy, and morliln ations ; while no less 
tlian 337, nmHi ov{*r oiu'-half, are e.as(‘s ot injury. Tlur number 
ol admissions for dysentery, fever, sjdetn, and \enereal disease, 
is very small, wliile. cholera is not menlioned at all. Operation 
ca.ses are «>bviously few in number, but may be represent <‘d by 
strangiiary (stricture), tistula in ano, abscess, eaiua'is, and lumonr- 

llu* lirst Sii]>t. apjxnnted was John Shoolbred, wli») served as 
Surgeon of the, ludiaman Genoid Ctoddard in com- 

missiiJii as Assi‘>taiit Surgeon on jjth Sept., 37'i4, hecame Surgeon 
oil 27111 Jul\'. iSoy, retired on i/ih Jan., and died utli Oct., 
1831. He held this appointment throughout liis whole service, 
till In* went on furlough prior to retirement in 1818, with two 
intervals, one of furlough, the idlier when he acted as Supt. 
Gernual of Vaccination in 1806-07. and Wilson acted for him in 
tht^ Native Hospital. 

In 1825 two liranch dispensaries wer(^ opened in connection 
with tlie Native Hospital, now known as the Chandni Hospital, 
llie ]Ma\o Native Hospital, so called because it received a grant 
of haW a lakh frcun the Mayo Memorial I'und, was ojiened in 
Jmabagan, Calcutta, on the east bank of the llugli, in 1874 ; 
and the acc ommodation in the Chandni Hospital reduced to twelve 


• For Wilson, sec Chap. XVII, Runk, Voi. I, p. 317. 
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beds, intended for accidents and emergency cases only. The out- 
patient department, however, remained laige ; and in 1909 a new 
oiit-patirnt block was opened, built at a tt)lal cost, including the 
site, of about Ks. 1,06, 000. The Corporation of C alcutta gave 
the site, valued at Ks. 14,000 ; the Bengal Governnunt made 
a grant of Ks. 17.500 ; a Bengali lady, Sriinali Kaj Kani Dasi, 
gave Ks. 10.000 ; and the balance was made up by j)iiblic sub- 
scriptions, chielly from the European linns of Calcutta. Tlu‘ 
Bengal Cjovernment makes afi annual grant (d' Ks.j.j.uoo towards 
the upkeej) of the Mayo and the Chandni hosj)ilals. 

The Culcutfa Medical Collei^c Hospital liad its lirst bi^ginning 
on isl Aj)ril, 1838, wlicn a small clinical hosj>ital, with thiity 
beds, and an out-patient dis])ensary, wviv ojxTied in coniu'ctiiin 
with the new (.'<dlegc, f(»r cliiiic.il instruction. 

In tlu' ('.C, of ()lh Scj.)l., i8.}.^. it is notiluHl lliat lkd>u Mutty 
La! Seal had made a gift of a wdiialdc' piece of land, ht'side llie 
Medical Ctillege, ti»r a hos|)ital for the pi)or. (.)n llli^> ground the 
Mt'dical College ]lo>pital ^^as subM^jMcntly erected, the name of 
till* doiior’s son being preservi*d in the oui-})atient dt‘])artnient, 
whieh Was relniilt on a imu h laiger scale and with greatly imju'oved 
equi})iiient in 1807-1^8. 'I'he foundation stone of the Medical 
(.'ollegi* Hospital was laid In* the gr<‘at (iovi-iiior-Geiieral, Lord 
Dalhousie, on 3rd Sept., 1848, and the hospital was completed, 
at a. l ost of £20,o0(.>, early in 185 It contained 500 beds, in 
twenty-tour wards, one being reserxed for woiiuii and i liildren, 
and absorbed tlie old Eye Inlirmary and I.ying-in Hos|)itaI. 
This hospital has always admitted bolli Juiiopean and n:^li^'e 
patients. Tlie building was designed by ■\losrs. Burn and Co., 
and erev‘tt*d unde.r the su|)ervision of Major llugli I'Ya/.er, l:?engal 
Engineers. Tin* cost was met, |Kirtl\' by tlie end(<wjnenls of the 
old and tlie new fever Iio.s])itaIs, wlio^e work was taken ircer 1)\' 
the new hospital, amounting to Ks. 1,248 and Ks.57,771 res])ec- 
tively, partly by a donation of half a lakh frtun Partab ( hand Siuh, 
Raja of Bardwan. 

The building has, of course, btarn greath* altejcd and addial to 
since 1853, and the <;riginal site given by Babii Mutty Lai Seal, 
valuable as it then was, has iH-en mure than doubled in an^a, at 
a price far mon* than double the value of the original site, at 
the cost 4 if Government. The chief additions have been the Eden 
Hospital, opened in 1881-82, the Ezra Hospital in 1887, the 
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Shanni Chanin Laha Eye H<isj»i1al in 1S91, and the Prince of Walrs 
Surf^ical Blot k, opened in March, 1911, at a cost of over ten lakhs, 
out of which nearly two and a half lakhs were paid for tlie site. 

The Campbell Hospital, Sealda, was opened by th(r Justices of 
tlic peace for the town td (\d« utta, the predecess(»rs vi the present 
Muni(’ipal ('orporation, mi ist July, 1867, as a pa\i]H:r hospital, 
and on 1st Dec., 1S7}, was Irari'^ftrred to Cjoverninent as the 
liospital altaehrd to the C.iinpbell Medical Sclionl. This hospital 
was almost entirely rebuilt in 10^*8- 10. 

llic SffHth Siibiirhan or Samhhii Nath Pcwulit Hospital, at 
J^>howanij)ur, was opened in 1807, bein^ built at the cost, partly 
of (Government, p;irlly of tlie ( <irjJoraU<ai of Calcutta, and ]>arlly 
out of tlie fund^ <if tlic‘ old Sainbhu N'ath Painlit caitd<tor dis- 
jxnsary, whi<'h was absorbed into the new lujspital. 

77 /c Lunatic Jm'///;;;.- ■ Some sort (d a Lunatic Asylum was 
in exist eiK'e in Calcutta ])rica‘ tc# 17K7. The Pri>cecdi)v.;s cd the 
(aleutta Medical Board (d 3rd April, 1787, mutairi a memorial 
from Sur{.^c (fn (i. M. Kc’iuUudine, in ehar^v of tht‘ Insane^ Asylum. 
The* same ./Vec c< for J4th May, 1787, note that Mr. Render- 
dine, in chai\i,U‘ of the insane* Eur.)p<*ans, died cui loth May. The 
Board recommended to (Jo\'ernnu!it . in a. letter dat» d 7lh ]\lay, 
1787, lla^ fcuindaliou cd a rc\Ljular asylum, and nc»mina1c*d Assistant 
Sui>;c‘on William lh<k to its iliai4;e. 'Chis was a]4>ioved in a 
letter from (iovmiiiH'nt , dated 21st May, J7S7, siiuu‘d Jonathan 
Demean, Asst.-Seey., Piiblie 1 >r])art ment . l>ick w.is a]>pointed 
cm a salary t)f Ks.^oo a mc»nih. A Bcaigal Mily- la-tlrr, dated 
iblh Aiif,;., 1787, rc*j)c»rts in j)ara. loS — 

'* faui.'tlic Hospital, ll.ive aiaa-]iU*rl tlie ])ro]i()SCir of M*" an 

Asst Surgeon, for if»e erection of laie. 'llic^ House is ti» he hiiilt .it liis 
Bxjxuice, and i<*nte<] l>y Die Company at ^oo Kupevs ]>. MciiUli.” • 

A (leiuTal Letter from BeniL^al, dated 6lh Nov., 17SS, repents 
in para. <)8 that sanetioii has been given to the erection of a 
Lunatic Hc^spital for females, for which a rent of 200 Rupees a 
month will be jiaid. 

George Main waring Keiiderdine entered the Service on 30th 
Dee., -1763. Wdiile serving as Surgeon to the First Brigade, in 
17O7. he was dismissed for neglect of duty. The Cons, of ist Oct., 
1767, contain a protest against his dismissal, and a request for a 

• 1 ht' t»slahlishuu'nt of the Lunatic Asylum was appruwvl in para, m '3 of a 
Mily* Letter lr<‘iu I'ouil, daU:d Sth April, i7Sy. 
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public inquiry. Another petition is ci»nhiincd in Cons, of 23rd 
Nov., 1767, in which hi* states tluit he had been qualified seventeen 
years, was apprenticed for ei'^ht yi^ars at St. I'lioina.s’ Il<»sj)ilal 
under William Ilunler, Hugh Smith, and Thomas Baker, that he 
is a .Member of tlu* Apothecary's Cotiipan\'. and that he had served 
for three years in the King’> ann\' in (ierinany. A Ben{;al Letter 
<»f 17th Oct., 1774. reports in para. 5S, that he had bi-eii readmitted 
to the Service as “ Youngest Surgeon, not to rise.” William Dick 
went to India as Surgeon of Hie Queen Indiainan in I7^'J, and was 
appointiHl Assistant Suigi'ou «»n 8ih Nev., 1781. His caii’er has been 
described in ( haj). XXX, Medkal Oljieers Employed in En^^land. 

The Pioceedin^s id the Calcutta Medical lv>ani for jotii April, 
I7fj5, contain a. letter from the Sub-Secretary to (bna runient , 
stating that it had been dt'cided t<» Iniild 0 liosi>it.d at Moughyr 
for insane sepoys, 'fiiis jisyliim was elt>seil fieuij ist N«»v., 1831, 
as notified in Boiig.il (i.C). of 3th Aug., i8;i. Se\‘euiy years 
later, at tie* end id’ tlie nineteenth <»'ntury, the remains td this 
asylum wire .'^till kimwii as the fuicjilk/unui (madh<»us<‘). 

4’he P;oeeedin:y< of the ('al« utta Medical BcMid for 2(>tli Maia li, 
i8o'», '.’outain a hdt^ r from Assistant Surgt'ons Roger Keys and 
]\lichael Cheese, stating that a liospit«d for natives has been 
established in Calcutta, and suggesting that a hoS})ilal should 
be (»penrd ft»r non-ofticiad Europeans, especially sailor.s. The 
Medical Board did not approve of the project, i oioadering that 
there was sufficient accommodation for seamen in the (ieneral 
H(»spital, where they were kept quite apart ir«>m the ,>olditMs. 

An Eye Infirinaiy wa:. estal>lish<*d in CaKutta by G.O. Xo. '544 
of i8th Xov., 1824. <'>!>< ning of the Medical (.'oilege 

Hospital the Eye Infirmary was absorbed into it, and still remains 
a part of that institution, though since 1891 it has l>een a' eommo- 
dated in a separate building, the Sliama. ( haran LaJia Hospital, 
for the erection (d which Babu Shama Charan Laba gave a 
donation of R.s.60,000. 

A Lying-in Hospital was opened in Calcutta early in 1840, with 
an mit-pationt dispensary and a training class for dhais. Thi.s 
institution also was absciibed into the Medi<”d ColIeg<* Hosjjital, 
but since 18S1 has been worked in a separate building, the JLden 
Hospital, named after Sir Ashley Eden, Lieutenant-Governor of 
Bengal from 1877 to 18S2. 

Some hospitals, in the eighteenth century, seem to have been 
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built nt a vtTy chrap rate. A Jlily. Letter from Bengal, dated 
lOlh Aug., 1787, reports in para. 102, that the Purveyor has been 
diverted to erect a General Hospital for the troops at Chiinar, 
the cost not to (‘xcced 5637 Sonant rupt'es. On the other hand, 
the plans drawn up by Mr. Fortn(»m, the ('ivil Architect, for a new 
(h'ueral Hospital in Calcutta, and laid before the Council on 26th 
A\ig., 1767, as recf>rd<-d in Cons, of that date, \v(*re estimated to 
(‘ost 2.73.000 An ot rupees for the hosi)ital aloiu‘, with 1,57,000 
more for staff <|u:irters and oiit-ori'icers. And the Bomba}' Cims, 
of 26th r'eb.. 1781, naord tluit the j)lans of the proposed new 
hospital, drawn up by tin*. Principal Engineer, involv<* a cost of 
Rs. 5. 15. 025. The ('alnitta «\snmates are considerably higher 
than, and the Bombay estimates more* tlian doul)]e, tin* <a)st of 
tlie Calcutta Medical College Hospital, a litth* o\'er two /ak/is, in 
the middle (d llu* niiu‘teenth century. It is not surprising (hat 
both these ]>lans w<Te rejected as too expi iisive. 

It was not until the Ix’ginning of tin* nineiv‘cnlh ('enlury that 
hospitals for llu* gemaal p<»pulati(m were establislucl in some of 
the cliief mofussil towns. Military liospitals, for soldiers, had, 
of couvst*. been in existence much i‘«irli(T. 

A Public L(*tl<T from ('alculta, dated ijth jetn., 1804, reports 
in paras. 255-58 that the benefits oi the Native Hospital in 
Calcutta have been fully re.alized ; and that the Go\'ernors of the 
hospital haw been directed to communicate with the senior Civil 
Servants at Dakka, Patna, Murshidabad, and Benares, with a 
view to the opening of similar hospitals in these towns. The 
Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical Board, of 7th March, 1804, 
note that the Gowmor-General appro\es of the action of the 
British inhabitants of Dakka. in in>tituling there a hospital for 
naiiAvs, and appoints William I'litin * to its charge, also sanctiem- 
ing tile supply of Eiirc>pean medicines from the Company s stores. 
Thus was founded the hospital now known as the .Mitford Hospital, 
afU'r Mr. Milford t Jtulge of Dakka, who left over a tak/i and three- 
quarters to the hospiiid. The buildings were erected in 1854. 
Inil havt' bi'i'ii greatly added to sinc(‘, espt‘cially during the last 
twenty years. 

y 

* For Tulin, sev Chap. XXTI, Appointment to the Scn ice, ^■ol. I, p. 506. 

t Robert MitlorU, cnlcrca tho Civil Service as Writer, on 29th Aug., 

179*4. became fourth )udg(^ of the Provincial Court of Appeal and Circuit at Dakka 
in 1S2S, went on luiiough the same year, retired on rst ^lay, 1831, and died on 
21st April, 1S36. 
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The same Procccdiuffs, of 7th March, 1804, contain a memnrinl 
suggesting tliat similar native hospitals should bo established at 
Patna, Murshidab.id, Benares, and Bareli. 

Some of tli(‘ best known mofussil hospitals in Bengal were 
founded in the ’thirties of the nineteenth century, c.g. Mnzafarpur, 
by Kenneth Mackinmn, Tivil Surgeon of Tirhut.and the Imambara 
Hospital at Hugh, wliich owes its origin to Thomas Wise,* Civil 
Surgeiat and Principal of Hugh College ; it w.is (»pened in Aug., 
i8j(). In an iulvta tir-tam nl in the C.G. of ^th May, 1831, repeattal 
in many subsequent issues, Ma<'kinnon proposed the establishment 
<»f the hospital at Mu/afaipnr, wliieh was opened soon after. In 
an article (‘ntitled 7 >/s'/>r;/<v(?; 7 Vs‘ itt Hcnc^a/, in th(' Itidiau Auuah of 
Medical Scicticc for Oct.. 1853, Ma<‘kinnon writes (hat there wen' 
then op' Ti and at. wa>]k. lifiv-hve disj)cnsari(‘s, entirely or mainly 
s\ij)])f.n ted l)\' <in\'ernnn n( , in Bengal *ind the N.W’.P., and that 
tift<'<’n nn)re liad ri'crntly been sam tioned for tlu' Panjab. 

'I he duties 1)1 tlu‘ ( ivil Surgeon, as Siipl. of lh(‘ di^jn-nsary, in 
the middle (tf l.jst eenfury, were very ditferent from those he now 
])eifnnus. Lettt'r 6oj, dal* d 3()th June, 1S41, from tlu‘ (Jovt. 
<>f India, <icul. .l.)e]>t.. give> the following ord»‘r> on the siibjeet : 

“ Siij)erintcn(.]<'nts w ill inulcrstanfl it to be tl\c Mesire of ( rovemnuMit that 
Sub Assi^tiint Surgeon.', f : 4 ic.»uIcJ receive from tlKiii all necfllul aflvico an*! 
encouritgcnif nl. but that t hey sh«iul(l, as mii« li as fiossiblc. be left to preseribe 
remedies themselve'^ and to ])erf‘>rni all surgical o])erations tliat tlu y may 
be considered competent to undertake.’* 

Rv rule 31, Chap. XL of the Bengal Medical Rce^ulations <A 
1S51, the number of in-patienfs in a. mofussal hospital was limited 
to eight. 

The number of indoor patients to l)e iinrler troatment at any on#‘ time 
is to bo limited, as far as prat ticable. to eight, and thereffirc only tin' most 
interest ing medi* ;d rase.s sJioiiId be admitted, and tlie accominoda.tjr>n c.liifjly 
rcscr^■(:■d for tlie subjects of surgical o]>erations and sever** injuries.’ 

I.M.D. Circ.. No. 54 <'f zjXh April, 1863, roslato^. tli*' <lti(io.s of 
tho. Supt. of ;i (iovcinini nt di^jM-nsury as follows : 

The Will explain to Surgeons anrl Asst Surgeons serving under 

him. who may bt? entrusted with sueli supervision, that (lOvernment holds 
them responsible for all that goes on in their dispensaries ; and tliat thcmgli 

♦ For Wise, see Chap. XXVHI, Swrgeows as Civil and Political Officers, Vol. If, 
p. I ^7. 

f The class of officers known, since 1873. as Civil Assistant Surgeons. 
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their assistants may be left to prescribe and operate, as directed in the 
paras al)Ove quoted.* it is the imperative duty of Superintendents not only 
to visit them with regularity, but themselves to know from what diseases 
the various j)aticnts arc sulTering. and personally to ascertain that the 
prescriptions and surgical treatment arc what tliey ought to be." 

IV. Burma. 

Not long after the annexation of Pegu, after the second 
Bnnnese war, a dispensary was c»i)ened at Rangoon, in Ai)ril, 
1854, I'his dispensary grad\ially devel(q)ed into a large indoor 
liospital. In 1871 new hospital buildings were erected, including 
a separale femali' liosjutal and lying-in ward. The new General 
Hns})ital at Kang<»(»n was sanetion<'d in iqo.p begun in loob. and 
ia)niplett‘d and (qx'iied in iqii. Its cost was nearly 1i\'e lakhs. 

The Friend 0/ India of Ji.^t Get., t onl.dn^ an advertise- 

ment asking for siil)seripti(Uis towards the establishnieiil of a 
hospital for tin* indigent poor of Rangoon, and for seanu n and 
lascars, by J<»lin Dawson, M.D., Missi«»nary Physician, 

Su]>t. of th(‘ hospital. Tin* advertisement distiin lh’ state s that 
the hospital had been <»pened at that dat^^ Get.. 1832. Dr. jt»hn 
D.iwson sei\(‘d in the American Baptist Mission at Rangoon from 
1850 till 1861 . when he resigned. Whether his hos])it;il afterwards 
was tak(ui (»vor by Government, or whether it was a stq^arate. 
institution, is not clear. 

• l\ir:^s. 2 ^ an<l Chap. XL. licttcal Medical Ke^uhi!'- }\~ of JS31. Piira. 
24 rrj)xodu(.cs Ihc cxtrai:t from letter No. 602 of ^oth )uiv:, qu()tt‘d iihove. 
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MliDlCAL liDUCATION IX INDIA* 

" Aiu! gladly woldc he lerne arnl tjladly tei lic.'’ 

CiiAt'CER. Cuntitlary I ales, pmlogiic, line }io. 

Tur-: most :incii*n1. Indian work on modit ino is ihc Ayut W'da, tlu* 
ago in whirli it w;»s writtrn is not known, and only Iragnunts of 
tho manusrriy)t now oxi^t. TIio natnro of modicinos and (»f 
di>eascs is tn atod in somo of tlio Purav.a^, ially in th<‘ -Ig/zt 

Purav. The? works of Clhiraka and Snsnita ar»‘ ahridgmi'iils of 
the- Ayur The former author is the bett( r on inrdii:al, the 

latter on surgical subjects. Susruta.*s work is the oldest book on 
medicine whi( h tlie Hindus now poss('^s. Inslne tion in medicine, 
by th<- IFiiidn >yhtem, seems t » hav<; gi\cn entirely by 

masters to puj»iN, individually, or in vt'iy small numbtd's. No 
system of instruction in medical schooN or classes eyistt-d. 

A mine of information on subjet t of ancient Hindu medicine 
is rontainetl in Dr. T. A. Wise's work, A Cfninuoifttry on the Hindu 
System nf Medicine, Tha< k('r and (’n., ('alcutfa, 

Tlu* Mnsalman <'on<iucst of India brought iulo the <uim1ry 
the Yunani, or Cira.-co-Arabian system of medicine, founded on 
the science of Greet'o and Egypt, and developed undt'i* llie rule* 
(>f the Khalifas of Bagdad. Mediral schools to t<‘ach liiis 
system are said to have been established at Delhi, Agra, and 
Haiclarabad, but no accounts r»f thefe schools appear to have 
survived, t 

* 'Mio inf'>rmati‘>n ntvnii. nif'iic*i! <-ilnratiou in Ih ng.tl. i. ivt.ii in lijis cli.ipO-r, 
is flerivfcl chictly from three source.s, in aUditnAn tr) tin* Jioin 

the C O. (i) An anr>nynK>iJ-s pamphit t entitled. 1 h^. Mrur nl i.'f‘/iri;c f f Jirvmtl, 
unrlatntl. but printed in Calcutta in or 1S40. (j) An inf Ouy lecturtj 

on J he yOse and Prnare^^s of Medical Education in Liencial, U'-Iiven d on r^th 
June, 1S60, at the opening of the Uventy-fifih session (d the Oilrntta Medical 
College, by Surgeon W. C. . } 3 . F-atwell, the F^rineipaL f*) JIi:,lory of the Medical 
Schools of the lien^al Presidetuy, by Assistant Svirgeon K. .Mcl.c fvl. Secretary to the 
Inspector Citnera I, 

t Medical Edticali^>n /w India, by K. M-.T-eoU, Ctdcd -tnan .^Jcdica! Journol, 

Jan., 1008. 

ii.i.M.s. — vor. II. 2 r 
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Some accounts of the earliest attempts to train subordinate 
medical assistants have been given in Chap. XXVII, The Uncove- 
nanted and Subordinate Medical Services. The earliest definite 
regulations on the subject are those issued in the G.O. of 15th 
June, 1812, published in the C.G. of 2nd July, 1812, directing the 
training of European and Exirasian boys to form a Sub-medical 
Service for the army. Natives of India, however, were not 
admitted to this class. A similar class was started in Madras 
about the same lime. 

Some sort of instruction in the Hindu and Yunani systems of 
medicine respecti\cly, was given in Calcutta, early in the nine- 
teenth century, in the Sanskrit College and in the Madrasa. This 
instruction, how<’ver, was gi\ en entirely by lectures and by reading, 
no attempt was made at dissection f>r practical work. The first 
real medical schfiol in India was the school for training native, 
doctors, established in Calcutta by G.O.G.G. of 21st June, 1822. 
published in the ('.G. of 27th June, 1822. In Eatwell’s intro- 
ductory lecture it is stated that these classes were established in 
1826. The actual date seems to have been earlier. The Court 
of Directors at first objected to the establishment of this school. 
The Indian Government remonstrated against the orders sent out 
for its abolition. A long debate on the subject of medical educa- 
tion in India look place at the East India House on 21st June, 
J82O, as a result of which the orders for the abolition of the school 
were canci'lled, and its establishment approved by the Court. 
Similar medical schools were started in Bombay in 1S26, by 
Bombay (i.O. of ist Jan., 1826, and in Madras in 1827, by 
Madras (i.O. of 20th March, 1827. The Bombay school was kept 
iij) for only six jears, and was abolished by Bombay G.O. of 
20th June. 1832. 

Medical education on a higher scale was initiated by Lord 
W illiam Bontinck. Governor Cienoral, who in Oct., 1833, appointed 
a Conunitteo for the purpose of “ improving the constitution and 
extending the benefits of the Native Medical Institution, and 
digesting a systtrm of management and education calculated to 
give effect in both of these respects to the washes of Government." 
The members of this ('ommitlee were Surgeon John Grant, 
Apothecary (Medical Storekeeper) to the Company ; J. C. C. 
Sutherland, Esq., Secretary to the Education Committee ; C. E. 
Trevelyan, Esq., Deputy Secretary, Pol. Dept. ; Assistant Surgeon 
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Spens of the Bodyguard ; Assistant Surgeon M. J. Bramley, Assist- 
ant Marine Surgeon ; and Babn Ram Komal Sen. The Committee 
submitted a lengthy report in Oct., 1834. in which, while they 
acknowledged the merits of the Native Medical Institution, they 
summarised its defects in the following terms : — 

'* (i) The absence of a proper qualifying standard of admission ; (2) 
scantiness of means of tuition ; (3) the entire omission of ]iractical liuman 
anatomy in llie course of instruction ; ♦ (.}) want of regularity in the time 

of admitting students ; (5) the shortness of tlie period of study ; (6) the 
want of means and appliances for the convenience of private study ; 
(7) the desultory character of the students' attendance on the practical 
means of instruction ; (S) tlio inconclusive naluro of the ]>ow<‘r and authority 
wherewith the Superintendent is vested ; (o) the mode of condm ting the 
final examination." Detailed recommendalions were submitfed to remedy 
these defects. On one important point the members of the Committee 
wcic divided in opinion, namely, whether instruction should be imparted 
ill an Indian vernacular or in Engli.sli. 1 he Anglicists finally ]ucvailc(l 
over the Orientalists, and it was emphatically laid down that " a know- 
ledge of the English language \vc con.sider as a sine qiui 7iou, because that 
langiuige combines with itself the circle of all the sciencr.s and incalculable 
wealth of printed works and illustrations, c.irt iiinstances which give it; 
obvious advantages over Oriental languagt?s, in which arc^ only to be 
found the crudest elements ol scien c. or the most irrational substilutcs 
for it." t 

The recommendations of the Committee were approved, and 
the foundation of thc^ Medical College, from ist P'eb., 1835, was 
sanctioned in G.O. No. 28 of 28lh Jan., 1835, the Native Medical 
Institution and the medical classes at the Madrasa and at the 
Sanskrit College being abolished. 

Govt. G.O. Ko. 28 0/28^^ Jan., 1S35. 

" The Right Honourable the Governor General of India in Council is 
pleased to pass the following resolutions. 

" I. That the Sanskiit College medical clas.s, the medical class of tlie 
Madris.sa, and the Native Medical Institution, bo abolished from the 1*^^ 
proximo. 

" 2. That such of the students of the native medical institution as are 
now capable of passing their final examination shall be appointed native 
doctors, and all the other students of that institution be transferred to the 
native corps of the Army, iiyion their present salaries, to become native 
doctors when represented to be duly qualified by a committee of medical 
oflicers, or, if not found qualihed in two years, to be discharged. 

♦ In the Native Medical In-stitution dissection was performed on the bodies 
of sheep. 

t ITie above paragraph i.s taken bodily from K. McLeod's article. Medical 
Education in India, in the Caledonian Medical Journal for Jan., 1908, pp. 8, 9. 



436 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

" 3. That a new college shall be formed for the instruction of a certain 
nmnlxT of native youths in the various branches of medical science. 

“ That this college shall be under tlie control of the education 
committee. 

" 5. That the education committee shall Jiave the assistance of the 
following medial! officers, ex-offu io. riie Surgeon of the General Hospital, 
tlu; Surgeon of the Native llo-pilal, the Garrison Surgeon of Fort William, 
the Superintendent of the ICye Infirmary, and tJic Apotlu^cary to the 
llon'ble ('ompany. 

" 6. That instruction be given through the medium of the English 
language. 

" 7. That a certain ntimber of native youtlis, whose ages shall not 
exceed twenty years, or b»* less than fourteen yeurs, shall be entered upon 
the foundation as foundation jnipils of the institution. 

" 8. That all caiulid.itcs for admission as foundation pii]>ils shall be 
required to present r(’S]K*i lability of connexions and ermduet, shall be able 
to write and read ICnglisli and Ht^ngalkc or English and 1 lindoostanee, and 
with these qualifications all natives between the age of fourteen and 
twenty bhall be e<|iially eligible* without exception to creed or caste. 

<). That the candifiates shall be examined by the education com- 
mittee and the superintendent of the institution, and that the selection 
of the pupils shall be determined by the extent of their acquirements. 

" 10. That the number of the foundation pupils shall be limited to fifty. 

"11. That the foundation pupils shall each receive a monthly stipend 
from (iovernmeut Rs.7, which may be increased according to the 

f<jl lowing srah*. 

!2. That all foiindalioii pupils be divided into three classes, each 
class having a diliorent salary. 

The first class, Rs. 7 per month. 

,, second ,, o ,, 
third ,, 3 2 

'' 13. That the formation of these classes shrdl be entrusted to the 
luanngofnent of the education e.omniiltce aiul the superintendent of the 
institution, it being distinctly nndt’rstood that the cIassilicaLi*.>n will 
<hrpeiKl upon the acquirements of the pupils, and not upon the period of 
tlieir studies ; excepting, that no pupil sfiall, during the first two years 
of being on the foundation, receive a liighcr salary than J^s. 7 per month, 
but that afterwards the increase will depend upon the classification. 

14. That Ihe foundation pupils shall be expected to remain at the 
institution for a period of not less than four years, and not exceeding six 
years. 

' 15. That all foundation pupils be required to learn the principles 
and juactice of the medical science in strict accordance with the mode 
adopted in Europe. 

*' i(>. Tliat all the pupils who shall have completed their .studies accord- 
ing to the form ])reseribed, shall be entitled to ha\'c certificates signed by 
the superintendent to enable them to present themselves for final 
examination. 

“17. That the final examination for granting certificates of qualifica- 
tion to practise surgery and medicine, or for admission into the service, 
shall be ])iibUcly made by the committee of education, assisted by the 
medical officers above mentioned. 
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** 18. That such pupils as shall be decmcti qualified to practise surgery 
and medicine shall receive certificates of qualification signed by the presi- 
dent of the committee of education and countersigned by tlie secretary of 
that committee and the superintendent of the institution. 

“19. That the public service shall be supplied with native doctors 
from the instiiutioii. and with a view to this object, whatever appointments 
may happen to fall vacant during the pciitxi which intervenes between 
two examinations shall be olfered for the acceptance of the students who 
passed at the examination next ensuing. The selection shall be regulated 
by the extent of professional acquirements. 

** 20. I'hat as an inducement for pupils of a respectable class to enter 
the institution, the pay of the native doctors who shall have been educated 
at the college and have received the ceriilii atcs of <inalilication, sliall be 
Ks.30 per month ; after seven years' service their pay shall be .Ks..jo jjer 
month ; and after fourteen years, Ks.50 per mensem. After twenty 
years’ service the}'- shall be entitled to retire upon a pension, regulated 
according to the ])roportions granted to native eominissioned f)niceis of 
the army, if no longer capable of performing duty from age, disea.se, or 
wounds. 

“21. That the education committee shall be diarged with ])roviding 
a suitable building for the eollege, a library, aiiatomic.al jn'oparations, and 
all other objects of indispensable neces.sity to the (‘diuation of the pupils, 
the cx})cnse being jueviously sul.>mittt'd for the sanction of the Council of 
India. 

“ 22. That the ( olh-ge sliall bo under Die management of a I’hirojieaii 
sujH*rintondcnl, who shall devote the wholt^ of his time to the interests 
of the institution, and who shall not hv juTinitted to enter into private 
jiracticc, or to liold any situation that can in any way withdraw his atten- 
tion from his i.iuties at the institution. 

“ 23. Tliat the superintendent shall be permitted to draw a staff 
allowance of soiiat Ks.1200 per month in addition to his regimental pay 
and allowances. 

“ 24. That the superintendent shall lie aided in his duties by a luiroju'an 
as.si.stant, who shall draw a stall salary of Ks.Ooo per month in addition 
to Jiis n*gimcntal pay and allowances. 

“ 25. I'liat the European assistant .shall devote the w^liole of his time 
to hi.s duties at Die institution, and that he shall not be ])ermitted to 
enter into private prac tice or to liold any situation that can withdraw his 
attention from the interests of the institution. 

20. That tlie Eurojiean assistant shall exercise no control over the 
management of the institution, excepting by permission of the siq)erin- 
tendent, but that lie shall confine liiiu-self to the duty of assisting the 
superintendent in tlie work of educating the ]mpils. 

“ 27, That the w'liolc management of the iirstitution, the charge of 
the pupils, the mode of teaching, and all the arrangc-nurnts, shall be en- 
trusted to the judgment and guidance of the superintendent, under the 
control of the education committee. 

28. That the superintendent shall make half yearly reports upon 
the state of the institution to the education committee, by whom these 
reports shall be forwarded witli their sentiments to the Government of 
India. 

“ 29. That the divi.sion of duties of the .superintendent and of the 
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assistiint shall be made at the discretion of the former, subject to the 
control of tlie education committee. 

" 30. That the superintendent with the aid of his assistant sliall be 
expected to instruct the pupils in anatomy, surgery, medicine, and phar- 
macy. and to qualify them for medical cliarges, cither civil or military. 

“ 31, That the pupils shall visit, to witness the practice, the General 
Hospital, the Native Hospital, the Hon'ble Company's dispensary', the 
Dispensaries for the poor, and the eye infirimiry. 

" 32. That the superintendent shall be supplied, under the direction 
and management of the education committee, with a certain monthly 
allowance of stationery for the use of the institution. 

" 33. That the formation of a plan of medical education and the rules and 
di.scipline of the institution sliall be entrusted to the education committee. 

" 34. That in addition to the pupils in the foundation, the benefits of 
this collogi* shall be open to all clas.ses of native youths between the age 
of foiirtt*eu and Iwciitv, without exception to creed or caste, provided they 
posses,s rospectalilo connexions and eoiuhict, and can read and write 
English and HengalJee, or English and llindoostanee, and that all thus 
<|u.'i.lifie<l sliall, at llie discretion of the committee of education, be ])er- 
mitled to attend the instruction at the college, subject to its discipline 
and regulations. 

'* 35. 'i’hat the superintendent sliall draw a pay bill for the establish- 
ment of the institution, wliich shall be countersigned by the secretary of 
the e<liu’ation committee, and shall annex to it a nominal roll of the youths 
on the foundation ul, and establishments attached to, the native medical 
inslilution, and voucher for the payment of the hoiisercnt, both signed 
by the secretary of the education committee. 

*' His Lonlsliip in Council is pleased to nominate AP Assistant Surgeon 
M. ]. I^ramlcy to the situation i>f Siiperinlcndent of the new medical 
c<iilege ; AP. Hraiulcv's appointment to have effect from the proximo." 

The original staff of the Calcutta Medical College consisted of a 
Supt., Assistant Surgeon M. J. Brarnley, with Assistant Surgeon II. 
II. Goodeve as his only assistant, Tliese officer.s were granted staff 
salaries of Ks.1200 and Rs.600 respectively, in addition to the 
regimental pay and alUnvances of their rank ; and had to devote 
their whole time to tlie College, not being allowed to practice. 
By G.O. No. 10 of 5tli Aug., 1835, Bramley s oflicial designation 
was changed from Supt. to Principal, that of Goodeve from 
Assistant to llie Supt. to Professor of Medicine and Anatomy ; while 
a Professor of Materia Medica and Chemistry was added to the 
staff. Assistant Surgeon W. B. O'Shaughnessy. Dissection of the 
human body w'as started on loth Jan., 1836, the first native to 
handle tht^ knife being Pandit Madhusudan Gupta, a Hindu of 
Vaidya caste, formerly teacher of medicine at the Sanskrit College. 

Bramley died of fever in Calcutta on 19th Jan., 1837, aged 34. 
On his death the office of Principal was abolished, a non-medical 
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man being appointed instead as Secretary, and the staff increased 
and re-arranged, by Bengal Civil Order No. 33, of ist Feb., 1837, 
which made the following appointments, Goodeve retaining the 
professorship of Medicine and Anatomy, and O'Shaughnessy 
that of Chemistry and Materia Medica. 

Assistant Surgeon C. C. Egerton to be Prolessor ol Surgery and Clinical 
Surgery. 

Surgeon N. Wallich, Supt. Botanical Gardens, to be IVofessor o( Botany. 

Assistant Surgeon T. Chapman, to be Lecturer on Clinical Medicine. 

Assistant Surgeon J. McCosh to officiate as I.cctiirer 011 Clinical 
Medicine.* 

Mr. R. O’Shaughnessy to be Demonstrator of Anatomy. 

Mr. David Hare to be Secretary. 

The above formed a Council for the aclininistration of the 
College. The office of Principal remained in alicyaiice for nearly 
twenlj’ years, until revived on ist Feb., 1836, when the title, and 
office were conferred on Surgeon James M.icrae, Professor of 
Medicine, David Hare, however, from 1837 to r8.ji, w.is the only 
non-medical Secretary; his sr.ccessoi's being 1-'. J. Motiat, (18.41- 
51), E. G(jodeve. (1831-35), and F. N. Macnamara, (1855-36). 

Richard O'Shaughnessj’ was an Uncovenanted Medical Officer. 
He was subsoqtientlj' nominated Assistant Surgeon from 4th Dec., 
1841, became Surgeon on 9th Oct., 1855, retired on 4th May, 
i860, and died on 13th April, 1889. He hekl the Professorship 
of Surgery from 1S45 to 185(1. and was the author of a surgical 
work. On the Diseases of the Jaws, Calcutta, 1844. 

Chapman never joined. McCosh resigned in the following 
year, 1838, when the leclureshij) on Clinical Medicine was abolished, 
and the salary saved devoted to the maintenanci^ of a small 
clinical hospital, opened on ist April, 1838, to which an out- 
patient department was attached. 

Some further changes were made in the arrangements of tine 
duties of the various chairs by Bengal G.O. of 3rd March, 1841, 
when H. H. Goodeve was appointed Professor of Midwifery and 
Anatomy, a combination which seems curious to a gen<?rati(m 
educated under modem ideas of sepsis ; Medicine and Clinical 
Medicine became a separate chair under J. Jackson ; and E. W. VV. 
Raleigh became Professor of Surgery and Clinical Surgery, vice 
Egerton, who had gone on furlough. 

♦ For McCosh, see Chap. XXXV, The First IlalJ of the Nineteenth Century, 
Vol. II, p. 253. 
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Since tli.Ht d;ite, during the last seventy years, many changes 
have been made by the re-arrangement of the professional chairs, 
and by the addition of new ones. 

Chemistry, separated from Materia Medica, March, 1842. 

Ophthalmic Surgery, separated from Surgery, 1842. 

Anatomy and Physiology, separated from Midwifery, Feb., 1845. 

Medical Jurisprudence, instituted 1850. 

Descriptive and Surgical Anatomy, a lectuiesliip since 1837, became 
a full chair in 1855. 

Dentistry, instituted May, 1S61. 

Hygiene, instituted Aug,, 1864. 

Zoology and Comparative Anatomy, sej)arated from Anatomy, Jan., 
J 8O0, 

J*athoIogy, instituted Dtx:., 1871* 

Clinical Surgery, instituted 1912. 

I'rom timt^ to time there has been some doubling up of these 
chairs. The Proft'ssorship called above that of Anatomy and 
I^hysiology, was practically one of Physiology and Coinparativt* 
Anatomy, as there was a separate; lectiireshif) up to JS35, and 
aft«T that a Professorship of Desc:rii)live and Surgical Anatomy ; 
and on the institution of a separate Professorship of Zoology in 
it became a chair oi Physiology alone. Tlie Professorship 
<d ]\Lthology h;is, on more than one occasion, tH*en ('ombined with 
that of Physiology, until they were finally separated, and made 
tw<» indt'pendent chairs, in 1897. 

To return to th(' history of the ('ollege, other than that of the 
professorial chairs. In Jaii., 1839, studemts passed out, 

aft( r a mc'dical course' of three* and a half ve'ars. Kle*ven studemts 
we‘nl up fi»r tlie examination, two willidie;w, jive* passed, and four 
failed- Of the wliole eleven, one, James Pote, was a Christian ; 
one, B. C. Cliaiidhri, was a Brahman ; (these we;re* the two who 
withdre*w) ; five were Kayasths, and four Vaidyas, by caste*. 
All, <'xce})t one Kayasth from Delhi, were ('alcutla men. 

The* li\e who passe'd were Uma Charan Sett, Dwarka Nath 
(biptii, Raj Kishan Deb, Nobin t'liandra ilitra, and Shama Charan 
Djitti. They were all without deday provided with appointments, 
as Sub-Assistant Surgeons, the first four in the hospitals of 
Dakka, Murshidabad, Patna, and Chittagong, rcspectivelj', the 
last in Patna Opium Agency.* 

• This statoincnt is taken from the pamplilet mentioned above. The Medical 
College of lie n^ix}. In Bengal G O. of 12th April, 1S39 {C.G., Sth May. 1839), 
I-ma e'harau S«'tt is posted to Agra. Kaj Kishan Deb (who is called Raj Kisto 
l)ey) to Delhi, and Shaina Charan Datla lo Allahabad. 
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Badan Chandra Chaudhri, the Brahman student who withdrew 
from the first examination, passed in 1841, and was appointed 
Sub-Assistant Surgeon to the Imambara Hospital at Hugh, in 
August, 1842, being the first to hold that post. He retained it 
imtil 1857, when he retired, settled in Hugh, and lived there for 
another half century, dying so recently as i8th Aug., 1907, 
aged 97, leaving a large fortune. 

In 1S39 also for the first time were admitted “ free students ” 
without stipends or obligations ; also students from Ceylon. 
When the Colombo Medical School was opened, on ist June, 1S70, 
students from Ci^jdon ceased to attend. 

In i8j 9 also the Hindustani class fi)r the instruction of native 
doctors for the army was instituted, with a staff of native teaclu'is 
lecturing in the vernacular, with effi'ct fiami ist Oct., by G.O. 
Nt). 13G of I2th Aug., 1830. This class was a resu>cit;ilioii of the 
School of the Native Medical Institution, whicli had l)een in 
abeyance for tlie four years, 1835 to 1830. Lectures were givc'n in 
Urdu. With the oiniiing of 'lie vimacular medical schools uj> 
country, at .Agra and Lahore, the training of native doctors for 
the army was gradu.dly transferred t(» tlu-m. The Bengali class 
for native doctors was sanctioned on 23rd Jan., 1852, and opened 
in that year. It was transf<-rred to Sealda in 187 3. 

In 1845 the chairs were rearranged to some extent, as noted 
above, in order to meet the requirtunents of the examining bodies 
in London, the University, College of Surgeons, and Society of 
Apothecaries. In 1S46 these bodies recognised the. medical 
education given in Calcutta as qualifying for their e.xaminations. 
The Medic.'d C'ollegt.; ga\e a diploma in medicine and surgery, 
until the Calcutta University was founded in 1857, and granted 
the degri'cs of M.D. and L.M.S., (Licentiatf? in Medicine and 
Surgery). The degree of M.B. was subsequently added. 

In 1845 Assistant Surgeon H. H. Goodeve was deputed to Eng- 
l.'ind, taking with him four students, to complete their education at 
University College, London ; S. C. Chuckerbutt>', Dwarka Nath 
Bose, Bhola Nath Bose, and Gopal Chandra Sil. I). N. Bose, 
B. N. Bose, and G. C. Sil passed the M.K.C.S. in 1846, and returned 
to India in 1847, w'hen they were appointed to the Uncovenanted 
Medical Service. The two latter both serv'cd in the Panjab 
campaign of 1849. B. N. Bose served for over thirty years as an 
Uncovenanted Medical Officer in Bengal, where he was for long 
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Civil Surgoon of Faridpur. At his death, in 1885, he left his 
whole pr(jperty to charitable piirp<)ses ; from this bequest are 
maintained the Bhula Nath Bose dispensaries at Barrackpur, and 
at Mandalai, in the Hugh district. Chuckerbutty took the 
M.R.C.S. in 184S, the M.B. and M.D. of London in 1849, served 
as an Uncovenanted Medical Officer for a few years, then resigned, 
went to England, and at the first competitive examination for 
the I.M.S. in Jan., 1855, passed in first. He was gazetted Assistant 
Surgeon from 24th Jan., 1855, became Surgeon on 24th Jan., 1867, 
Surgeon Major on ist July, 1873, went on furlough in that year, 
and died in Jamdon on 2gth Sept., 1874. From 1864 till his 
d«*ath he h<;ld the chair of Materia Medica in the Medical College. 

In 1845 also the course of tuition at the Medical College was 
e.vlendcd from four to five years, a reform which was carried out 
in (ireat Britain forty-five years later. 

By G.G.O. No. 200 of 25th June, 1847, were foundt'd the 
classes at the Medical College for the Military Sub-Medical Depart- 
ment, t lie iiK'mbers of which were then known as Apothecaries, now 
as Military Assistant Surgeons. Hospital apprentices, after two 
yi-iirs’ service in military hospitals, were sent to tin; College for a 
two years’ course of instruction. Forty years later, the pre- 
liminary military duty was abolished, and candidates for this 
Service, after passing an entrance examination, posted to the 
College direct, for a three years’ course. 

During the last twenty years, most of the class-rooms and 
laboratories of the Calcutta Medical College have been rebuilt on 
a Iarg<-r and improved scale. This work was started, and much 
of it carried out, during the principalship of Lieut. Colonel G. 
Bomford, who held that post from 1803 h) 1904 ; afterwards 
Surgeon -General Sir Gerald Bomford, Director General of the 
I.M.S. from 1905 to 1909. 

Since the middle of the nineteenth century a number of other 
medical schools have l.>cen fo\mded in the Bengal Presidency, and 
also one at Rangoon, in Burma. Of these schools the only ones 
which teach up to the standard of the Presidency towms, and are 
of University rank, are those at Laliore and Lucknow. It is 
probable, however, that the Dakka school will also, before long, 
give an education of the University standard for the first tw-o years 
of the curriculum. 

There is also a project now on foot to open, at Delhi, a female 
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hospital and a medical school for women onlj’, to be called The 
Queen Mary Hospital and Medical School. 

The following is a list of the medical schools now in (,‘xistence 
in Northern India : — 


Agra . 

Liihore 

Sealda, (Calcutta) . 
l'*atna . 

Dakka . 

Cuttack 
Indore . 

Ludhiana, (Mission) 
Dibrugarh 
RangcKju 
Lucknow 


opened 1833 

October, 1S60 
,, November, 1873 

23111 June. 1874 
,, 13th June, 1S73 

15th February, 1870 

1878 

1805 

1 Stii June. Uyoo 
,, February, r (>07 

,, 25tli January, 1912 


— The first iiu’dical school opened in the Bengal Presi- 
dency outside Calcutta was that at Agra, founded in 1S53, the 
first Principal being Surgeon John Murray, who was succ(‘ecletl 
in 1857 by Assistant Surgeon T. Farciuhar. Th(^ school continued 
its work, with (mly a sliort interruption, throughout the Mutiny 
in 1857-58 ; altliough a member of its staff, Sub-Assistant Surgeon 
Wazir Khan, teacher of Materia Medica, became prominent 
among the rebels. 

Lahore . — The Lahore medical school was opentxl in Oct. i8()0, 
tlie first Principal l)cing Assistant Surgeon J. B. Scriveii, wlio held 
the post for over ten years, and was succeeded on 7th July, 1871, by 
Surgeon T. E. Burton-Brown. Wlien the Panjab University was 
constituted by Act XIX of 1882, this school became its medical 
fa cult 

Nagpur . — The Nagpur medical school was opentrd on ist Oct., 
1867. Its first Principal was Surgeon S. C. T<nvnsend, who was 
succeeded in March, 1868, by Surgeon W. B. Beatson. Bolli these 
officers subseqiK^ntly rose to the administrative grade ; Beatson 
died so recently as 26th April, 1911. This scliool was closed 
about thirty years ago ; but a scheme is now on foot for its 
resuscitation. 

Sealda, Patna, Dakka, and Cuttack . — The four medical schools 
in Bengal proper were all started within a period of three years. 
The first was the Campbell medical school at Sealda, Calcutta, 
named after the Lieut. Governor, Sir George Campbell. It was 
opened in Nov., 1873, with the transfer to the Campbell Hospital 
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of the Bengali native doctor class from the Medical College. So it 
is the direct successor of that class ; and also, one may say, of the 
Native Medical Institution of 1822. The second, the Temple 
medical school at Patna, named after the Lieut. -Governor, Sir 
Richard Temple, was op<*ncd on 23rd June, 1874, to serve the 
needs of the province of Bihar, instruction Ix-ing given in Hindu- 
stani. Its first Principal was Surgeon Major D. B. Smith, then 
Civil Surgeon of Patna, afterwards, from 1885 to 1889, Professor of 
Military Medicine in the Army ^ledical School at Netley, till his 
death there on 3rd June, 1889. The third, at Dakka, for Eastern 
Bengal, was opened on 15th June, 1875, its lirst Principal being 
also D. B. Sinitli, who liad recently bei'n transferred from Patna 
to Dakka. The fourth, at Cuttack, for Orissa and the Uriya 
sp(;aking districts of the province, was ojiened on 15th Feb., 1876, 
th<- Civil Surgeon of Cuttack, Surgeon W. D. Stewart, being its 
lirst Principal, a post which he held till his death at that 
station on 23rd Nov., 1890. The idlicial title of the head of 
these vernacular nii-dical schools is not Principal, however, but 
Superintendent. 

By the recent administrative changes in India, two of these 
s( bools, Patna and Cuttack, are now included in the new province, 
Bihar and Orissa. In connection with the. new Universit}’ at 
Dakka, it has been projxised to alliliate the Dakka medical school, 
gi\'ing medical education up to the first M.B. e.\am., after which 
th(' University students would finish their course of instruction 
at Calcutta. 

Indoft '. — The motlic.il school at Indore was opined in 1878, 
to train native youths as medical subordinates for emjiloyment in 
Indore and the neighbouring native States ; and owi^s its origin 
to Surgeem-Major Thomas Beaumont, then Residency Surgeon of 
Indore. It is supported by the Native States of Rajputana and 
Central India. The diploma given by this school was recognised 
by (iovernment, under the orders conveyed in Govt, of India, 
Foreign Dept., No. 5429-i-B, of 30th Dec., 1905; (I.M.D. Circs. 
1906, p. 7). In 1910 the Daly Chief’s College at Indore moved 
into new and enlarged buildings. The old buildings were handed 
over to the Indore hospital and medical school, the name of which 
was at the same time changed to the King Edward Hospital and 
Medical School. This school accommodates about one hundred 
students. 
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Rangoon. — ^The medical school at Rangoon was opened in 
February, 1907, for the education of Burmese students. 

Ludhiana. — The North India School of Medicine for Christian 
women was opened in 1894 by Dr. Edith Brown. Its object is to 
train women for work in Zenana Medical Missions. The course 
is one of four years, the qualification at present is of the Sub- 
Assistant Surgeon grade; but it is intended to add a five years* 
course for the Assistant SurgtH>n grade, and degree, of the Panjab 
University. 

Dibriigarh. — The Berry White Medical School at Dibnigarh 
was opened on i8th June, 1900, the first Supt. b(dng Major E, A. W. 
Hall, Civil Surgeon of Dibnigarh. It owt^s its <aigin to a legacy 
of half a lakh from Surge(.n Major J. B. White, who was for long 
Civil Surgeon of Dibrugarli, and was (extensively intiTested in th(‘ 
tea industry of Assam. John Berry Wliite was born on 5th Jun<‘. 
1834, and entered the l.M.S. as Assistant Surgt'onon 23rd July, 1858. 
became Surgeon on 23rd July, 1870, and Surgeon Major on ist 
July, 1873. Aft('r ha\'ing spent his whole service of twenty-four 
years in Assam, he retin^d on 15th Jul\% 1882, and di(’d in London 
of heart disease on igtli Nov., iSofc Th(’ following retaamce to 
Dr. White appears on page 525 of (dievers’ work, A Contmentafy 
on the Diseases of India, publislu^d in 1886. 

“ A young medical olTiccr, who arrivcMl in Ca]<-u1ta circa was 

attacked with liaanoptysis almost iminciiiately U])oii lamling. When lie 
was convalesct'nt. tlu- head of our department, Sir John J-'ors^’^th, whose 

secretary I was, said to me ‘ What can we rlo with W We can 

neither .send him home nor to tiie l.’pper Proviiues. lie shall go with 
that detachment to Dibroghnr in Upper Assam. He will liave a j)Icasant: 
voyage of some days up the ihamapootra, and the climate is temperate.' 

Dr, \V had no return of his disease. -Most of his ser\ ice was at the 

above station, and lie has lately retired willi the appearance of a re- 
markably pow’erful and healthy man.” 

Lucknow. — The King George's Medical Colh'ge at Lucknow is 
the latest addition to the list of medical schools in India. The 
foundation stone was hiid on 26th Nov., 1905, by King Ge(jrge V., 
when visiting India as Prince of \\ ales, at Shahmina, overlc»oking 
the river Gumti, mear Lucknow city. Tin; ('ollege was formally 
opened by Sir John Hewett, the Lieutenant Governor, on 25th 
Jan., 1912. A magnificent new hospital is also in course of 
construction, in connection with this school. The estimated cost 
of the medical school is thirteen lakhs, and of the hospital twenty 
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lakhs. Tlic course is one of five years, for a University degree. 
The staff is as follows : — 

Principal, Professor of Surgery, and First Surgeon. 

Professor of Medicine, and First Physician. 

Professor of Midwifery and (»yna‘koIogy. 

I^ofcssor of Pliysiology. 

Professor of Pathology and Bacteriology. 

Professor of Anatomy. 

l^ecturer on Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

Ixcturcr on F'orcnsic Medicine. 

Demonstrator of Ophthalmology. 

I'hc first five chuirs ar<‘ held by rdlurrs (»f the I.M.S,, the 
Professiir of Midwifery being also Civil Surgeon r»f Lucknow. The 
chair of Anatomy and deinonstratorsliip of Oplithalmology are 
hold b}' Civil Assistant Surgeons ; llic two lectun'ships bj' Military 
Assistant Surgeons, the Assistant to the Civil Surgeon holding 
that of Forensic Medicine*. 

During the last twenty years several pri\'ate medu^il schools 
have been started in Calcutta, which give medical education on 
ILuropt'an lines, and bestow diplomas upon the students who go 
through their cnrrirulum. The diplomas given by these schools 
are not recognised as qualifying for Government or Local Fund 
service. 

The Madras Medical College,"^ — A Medical scliool was estab- 
lished at Madras by G. O. (»f I3ih Feb., 1835, during the Governor- 
ship of Sir Frederick Adam. Classes began in July, 1835 fhe 
school buildings, erected at a cost of Rs.9861, were opened in 
July, 1836. Two different courses were given, one to medical 
apprentices for the apothecary branch, the other to medical 
pupils for the native branch of the Military Sub-Medical Depart- 
ment. The latter on leaving the school were appointed dressers. 
The students of tin’s branch gradually developed into native 
doctors, then in 1S68 military hospital assistants, and finally in 
lOio became military Sub- Assistant Surgeons. The course for each 
branch lasted two years, Anatomy and Physiology' being taught 
in the first year. Medicine and Surgery in the second. No civil 

♦ The history of medical ediicatifin in Madras is taken partly from a work 
entitled History of thr Madras Medical College, from its foundation in 1835. and of 
the old General Hospital, published at Madras in 1885 : partly from information 
kindly furnished by Captain C. A. F. Hingston, Personal Assistant to the 

Surgeon Ciencral, Madras. The History bears no name on the title page, but the 
author was Brigade-Surgeon J. Keess, Principal of the CoUege in 1885, 
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or private students were admitted. The Madras Medical School 
was therefore, at first, on a level with the Calcutta Native Medical 
Institution, founded in 1822, rather than with the Calcutta 
Medical College, founded in 1835. 

The staff at first consisted of a Supt., Surgeon William Mortimer, 
and an Asst, Supt., Assistant Surgeon George Harding. These 
two officers received a staff allowance of Ks.400 and Rs.300 
respectively, in addition to their military pay. 

Mortimer went on furlough in Jan., 1841, and never returned 
to India. Harding succeeded him as Supt., and Janies Shaw 
became Asst. Supt. Harding retired in 1850, when Shaw liecame 
Supt., and later on Principal, when that title was first given, in 
Nov., 1858. He remained in charge of tin* Medical Colh'ge uj> 
till 1862, was promoted to D.I.G. on ist March, 1863, to l.G. on 
1st Aug., 1864, became Principal l.G. on 10th Aug., 18O6, retired 
on 28th Feb., 1S67, and di< d .at Anerley on 1st Dec., 1889. 

In 184^). a third chair, Chemistry and Mtitcri.i Medica, was 
added, and in 1847 twfi mon*. In tin- same year tlu^ course for 
the apothecary class w.vs lengthened to three years. The. staff 
in 1847 were — 

I’rofcssor of Anatomy .anrl Ptiy.siolopy, As.st. Surg. T. L. Ke'll. 

Professor of Chemistry anrl Materia Mcdica, Surgeon T. Key. 

Professor of Surgery, Asst. Surg. J. Shaw. 

Professor of Medicine, and Supt., Surgeon G. Harding. 

Professor of Midwifery, Diseases of Women, and Oplilhalmology, Asst. 
Surg. W’. B. Thomson. 

By G.O. No. 92 of 23rd April, 1847, stipendiary civil students 
were admitted, to go through a course of five years, to qualify 
for the grade of Civil Sub-Assistant Surgeon. The Madras Medical 
School thus came on a level with those of Calcutta and Bombay, 
though the name was not changed to Medical College until 1st 
Oct., 1850. The first batch of these civil students qualified in 
1852, and were the first to receive a diploma from the College. 

In 1850 a chair of Botany w'as added, and with it was com- 
bined Materia Mcdica, instead of, as formerly, with Chemistry. 
In the s.ame year the course was extended to three years for the 
native doctor class, and to four years for the apothecary class. 

ByG . 0 . of I2th Oct., 1857. the vernacular medical school was 
transferred to Vepery, and placed under the superintendence of 
the Surgeon of the second district, assisted by teachers from the 
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subordinate department. This change was not a success, and 
the school was transferred back to the Medical College in i860. 

In 1855-56 the course of instruction given at Madras was 
recognised by the Royal College of Surgeons, London. In 1S63, 
the M.'idras University, which had been constituted by Act XXVII, 
of 1857, < laimed the exclusive right to give medical degrees and 
diplomas, and the pow«‘r of granting diplomas was withdrawn 
from the Medical College, except as regards the students already 
under instruction. 

In 1867 the staff was reorganised, the number of major pro- 
fessorships being raised to eight ; with five minor professor- 
ships. Botany, Hygiene, Dentistry. Medical Jurisprudence, and 
foinpar.itive Anatomy. The eight major professorships then 
were — 

Professor of Medicine, Principal and PJiy.sician, (Senior Medical 
Officer), General Hospital. 

Profc-ssor of Surgery, and Surgeon, Clcncral Hospital. 

Profc.ssor of Materia Medica, and Medical Storekeeper. 

Professor of Chemistry, and Chemical Examiner. 

Professor of Anatomy, and Port Surgeon. 

Professor of Ophthalmology and Phy.siology, and Supt. Eye Infirmary. 

Professor of Midwifery and Diseases of Women, and Supt. Lying-in 
Hospital. 

Professor of Pathology, and Ke.sident Surgeon, General Hospital. 

By G.O. No. 6 of iith Jan., 1875, fi-malc students were ad- 
mitted for inslrin lion. Th<‘ lir.st < lass of these students qualified 
in 1878, at llunr head standing Mrs. .Scharlieb, now on the staff 
of the London School of Medicine for WomcMi, and one of the 
h'ading gynaekologists in London. 

In 1877, under the adt ice of S.G. George Smith, the seni<.'r 
department, for training Civil Assistant Surgeons, was closed, by 
Order No. 1240 of 4th May, 1877. This retrograde step was 
unpopular, and this order was in force for less than a year, the 
class being reopened by G.O. No. 65 of 14th Feb., 1878. The 
stiulcnts of this class, however, who had hitherto received a free 
education, had for the future to pay fees for their instruction. 

The following vernacular medical schools, for training Hospital 
Assistants, have been in existence, from time to time, in the 
Madras Presidency. In 1871, a scheme was put forward by 
I. (t. Edward Balfour, for the establishment of five vernacular 
medical schools, two in the Telugu, two in the Tamil, and one in 
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the Malaj’iilini-speaking districts of the Presidency, but notliing 
came of it at the lime. 

(i). Vepery, Madras ; as mentioned above ; translerreil from the 
Medical College by C.O. of T2th Oct., 1837, retransferred to the Mediral 
College in i860. 

{2). Rayapuram, Madras ; transferred from tlie jSIedi<xil C'oUege by 
Govt. Order So. ;v>7. Ktlucation Dept., of i8tli Nov.. 1882 ; retransferred 
to the Medical College in Aug., 1S87. and again transferred to Rayapuram 
in IQ03. 

(3) . Ncllore ; opened 1876, tloseil 1S97. 

(4) . Dindigul, opened 1S74. 

{5). Madura, transferred from Dindigul, 1885. 

(6) . Taujore, opened 1st Oct., 1883. 

(7) . Vi2iiga]vatain, opencsl 1st July, 1902. 

Ncllore.* — The Ntdlore Mi‘dic:il sc 1 uk )1 was opened in 1876 by 
Surgeon Major Aeneas Macleod Ross, then J)istncl Medical and 
Sanitary OMic(‘r (T Ni‘lloie, to train im^dical subordinates ft>r 
einplo\'ment in the famine camps and dispensari(*s, during the 
great Madras famine of 187b 78. Twelve youths were at lirst 
appointed, and were sent out to duty after one. month’s training. 
After the faiuine they went thn»ugh a furtluT course of two years, 
and were IIk'II examined at the Madras medical srliool, ten out of 
the Iwehe passing. The school was sul)sequt‘ntly taken over by 
the District Board. It waN elosetl in 1897. During its tweiit}^ 
years’ exist<'iic<* about 150 youths qualilied from it. 

Dindie^iil and Madura. — A medical scluxd was opened at 
Dindigul in the Madura district, about 187.4, by two American 
missionaries, Dr. Pedmer and Dr. Chester. In Jan., 1885, tlu^ 
school was transferred to Madura ; it was abolished on ist 
March, 1887, and the students transferred to Tanjoic*. 

Tanjorc, — Tlu' Prince of Wales medical ^cliool at Tanj(jrc was 
opened on ist Oct., 1883, by the Tanjore District Board, and was 
taken over by (jovernriKmt in July, 1905. 

The Grant Medical College, Bombay, is named aflau' Sir Robert 
Grant, Grjvemor of Boml.)ay from 1835 to 1838. The foundation 
stone was laid on 30th Marcli, 1843 ; it was opened in 1845. In 
i860 it was affiliated to the Bombay University, constituted by 

♦ This account of the Ncllorc medical school was supplied, through Captain 
C. A. F. Kingston, by Mr. N, P. Kamasawmy Naidu, retired Asst, Professor, 
Madras Medical College, w'ho himself, as a Hospital Asst., lielped Dr. Ross to 
found tht? school, and who held the post of Asst. Supt. for most of the twenty 
years the school was in existence. 

H.l.M.S. — VOL. II. 
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Act XXII of 1857. In 1891 were opened the laboratories, the 
gift of Frainji Dinshaw Petit. 

Medical education of three grades was given, to Civil Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons, (Assistant Surgeons since 1873), to the Military 
Sub Medical Department, and, for the first thirty years, to native 
doctors and Hospital Assistants, Civil and Military. The classes 
of this grade were transferred to the vernacular medical schools 
when the.se were opened. The school was opened to women in 
1884. 

There are three vernacular medical schools in the Bombay 
Presidency for the training of tin; Hospital Assistant class, now 
called Sub-Assistant Surgeons. 

I. Tlic Uyraruji ]ijibh.ai school at Poona, opened 1S7S. 

■i. The Hyramji Jijibhai school at Ahinadabad, opened 1879. 

The School at Haidarabad, Sind, opened 18S1. 

The medical school for n.itive doctors, cstabli.slied at Bombay, 
in 1826, and abolished in 1832, has been mentioned above. 

Haidarahati.* A G.O., dated Jan., 1840, by Major General 
Fraser, Resident at Haidarabad, quoted in Chaji. XXXV, The 
First Half of the Nineteenth Century, shows that a medical school 
was then in existence at Bolarum. St)me information about this 
school is gi\-('n in th(‘ Friend of India, of 13111 Aug., and 17th Sept., 
1846. It was established in 1835, by Assistant Surgeons Thomas 
Key, Medical Storekeeper, and Simon Young, Staff Surgetm to the 
Haidarabad Contingent, to train medical subordinates for service 
in the Contingent ; and was closed from ist May, i8^6, the demand 
for such subordinates having been sufiiciently sujiplied. 

The present Haidarabad medical school was openc^d on ist Sept., 
i8^6, under Assistant Surgeon \V. C. Maclean, f then Residency 
Surgeon. Pr.ictically it may be said that the school was trans- 
ferred from Bolarum to Haiderabad in 1846. Since that date the 
school has trained both AssLstaut Surgeons and Hospital Assts. 
(now Sidi- Assist ant Surgeons), the former chiefly for service in the 
Haidarabad state, the latter for Berar. Instruction was given 
in Urdu up to 1883, when Surgeon Major Thomas Beaumont, 
then Residency Surgeon, substituted English. The school is not 

♦ Somo notos on the history of the Haidarabad Medical School, by Surgeon- 
Major Kdward I-a\vrie, then Kesidoiicy Surgeon of Haidarabad. and Siipt. of the 
Scbtx>l« will be found in the Indian Medical Gaxette for Jan., i8S8, p. 21. 

t For Maclean, see Chap. XXI Y* The Sea Service, Vol. II, p. O2, 
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affiliated to any Universitj' in India, but its courses of lectures 
are accepted as qualifying for examination, by the University 
and Royal Colleges of Edinburgh. 

Travancore and Ajmir. The Friend of India of 13th Aug., 
1846, in its note on the Bolarum school, states that Major-General 
Fraser, when Resident at Travancore, had started a medical 
school there, about the same date as that of Bolarum, about 1S35. 
And the same paper, in its issue of 17th Sept., 1846, reports that 
Lieut .-Colonel Sutherland, Agent of the Governor-General for 
Rajputana, had established a medical school at Ajmir. These 
medical schools probably trained compounders and dressers 
rather than native doctors, and appear to have had only a short 
life. 



CHAPTER XLIV 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES AND MEDICAL JOURNALISM IN 

INDIA* 

*' A (hicUr.s ani;ini{ you takinv^ notps." 

Bitrns, (Jn the late Cafitain tirone’s J*i'fri’rinai!i*}is thro' Scotland. 

A. — Medical Societies. 

The Proceedings of tlie Calcutta Mcxlical Board of 24th April, 
1788, less than two years after the Board had first come into 
existeiK’o, contain a letter, dated i6tli April, 1788, from Assistant 
Surgeon John Peter Wade, suggesting tlie formation of medical 
libraries, one? large libraiy to be founded in Calcutta, with smaller 
ones at the lieadquarters of Brigades. The cost of maintenanc^^ 
was to be met by subscrijitions of two rupees a metnth from each 
Surgeon, one ruja-e from each Assistant Surgeon. Wade was in 
advance of liis time. The Medical Board did not lake up the. 
scheme, which fell to the ground. This was probably the first 
suggestion ymt forward in India of any combined action for 
jirofossional improvement . 

The first Medical Society established in India, was started at 
Bombay, in 1790, or perhaps even earlier. A Public Letter from 
Court to Bombay, dated 15th Dec., 1790, in para. 54, permits the 
Agents of the Medical Society established at Bombay to send the 
books and apparatus reejuired by the Society in the Company’s 
.ships. 

More than thirty years later, the Medical and Physical Society 
of Calcutta was founded in March, 1823. The first President was 

* I'arl. of the information given on both the.<ie subjects is derived from two 
articlfs, tin: first entitled Indian Medical Societies and Journals^ contributed to 
the Caledonian Medical Journal by Colonel Kenneth McLeod, and republished 
in that author's Indian Medical Memories ; the second, A Short Historical Note 
on Medical Societies and Medical Journalism in Calcutta, by Major Leonard 
Koyf-r.s, I.M.S.. read at the first meeting of the Medical Branch of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal, in Aug., 1906. 
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Surgeon James Hare, jimior, one of the Presidency Surgeons, who 
entered as Assistant Surgeon on 4th Aug., 1802, retired on 6th June, 
1827, and died in Edinburgh on 12th Feb., 1S31. The first Secre- 
tary was Assistant Surgeon John Adam, Assistant Surgeon of the 
Presidency General Hospital, who entered on 14th Oct., 1816. and 
died in Calcutta on 29th July, 1830. This Society included among 
its members a number of men in the Madras and Bombay Ser vices, 
as well as Bengal men. The Members of the Medical Board were 
Patrons of the Society. Government allowed the St)ciety the 
privilege of forwarding copies of their Transactions to niafussil 
members post free for the first year. ^Meetings were held on the 
first Saturday of every month, in the rtKuns of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal. The subscription was twelve rupees (juarterly for 
Calcutta members, six rupees for those in the mofiissil. The 
Society started both a librarj' and a inuseuiu ; the latter secans 
subsequently to have become the foundation of the museum of 
the Medical College, This Society publislied Transactions up to 
1845. It seems to have died out gradvially in that year or soon 
after. 

The formation of a Medical Society at Madras, fui 5th Man h, 
1825, is reported in the Asiatic Journal, July to De c., 1823, p. 715. 
How long this Society lasted cannot be stated. 

In the same Jinirnal, Jan. to .April, 1832. p. 84, is mentioned 
the formation in t'alcutta of a Xalivc Medical Society, with the. 
object of confining medical practice to meml>ers rjf the, Vaidya 
caste, the caste of hereditary ])hysicia.ns. The date is three years 
anterior to that of the foundation of the Calcutta Medical t.'ollege. 
At this time no natives r)f India had been educated in Euidpean 
medicine bej’ond the standard of nati\'e doctors, and thoS(! so 
educated weia' all employed in the army. This Society, theia-fore, 
must have been one of indigenous practitioners, or Baids, as, 
indeed, might be presumed from its object. It seems to have had 
only a short life. 

The Medical and Physical Society of Bombay was founded in 
1838, so was of later origin than the similar Societies in Calcutta 
and Madras. On the other hand, the Bombay Society is still in 
existence, and is now three-quarters of a century old ; whereas 
the other two died out after a comparatively short life. It is, of 
course, by far the oldest Medical Society now existing in Indi.i, 
having forty-five years the advantage of the next oldest, the 
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Southern India Branch of the British Medical Association. It has 
]jublishcd Transaciions ever since its formation, and has always 
been well supported by members of the profession, European and 
Indian, official and non-official, in the Western capital, always 
more distinguished for public spirit than the other two Presidency 
towns. It would be interesting to know whether this Society had 
any connection with that of 1790. nearly half a century earlier. 
Probably not ; it is likely that the earlier Society had died and 
had been forgotten long before. 

The Lahore Medical Club is mentioned in Honigberger’s 
Thirty-five Years in the East, (p. xviii), as being in existence when 
he wrote that book, in 1852. No further information, as to its 
origin and cessation, is available. 

The Medical and Physical Society of Haidarabad was founded 
b}'’ W. C. Maclean, in connection with the medical school at that 
city. The dates of its birth and death have not been ascertained. 
It was in existence in 1853. 

In 1865 was founded the Bengal Branch of the British Medical 
Association, the lirst branch of that Association in India. This 
branch was at first well supjwrted, both by members of the 
Servir<' and by private practitioners, E\iropean and Indian. In 
18O7 one of tlu; leading Indian members. Dr. Mahcndra Lai 
.Sarkar, M.D., read a jiaper advocating homoeopathy, which caused 
so much dissension that it practically put an end to the life of the 
Branch, though it kept up a nominal existence for a few more 
years. In 1879 an attempt was made to resuscitate this Branch, 
but the project developed into an independent Society, the Calcutta 
Medical Society. 

From time to time several other branches of the British 
Medical .Association have been founded in India, eight at least, of 
which si.x appear to be in existence at present. Of these six the 
oldest is the Southern India Branch, founded in 1883. Two 
others, Bombay and Burma, have attained their majority. The 
other three are of recent formation. These Branches are as 
follows. 

The N.W.P. and Oudh Branch, organised by the late Surgeon 
C. W. Shirley Deakin, junior Civil Surgeon of Allahabad, in 1882. 
This branch enlisted a fairly large membership, nearly two hundred, 
diiefly officers of the A.M.D. and of the I.M.S., but with a fair 
sprinkling of private practitioners. It also published monthly 
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Transactions, which were furnished to members for an annual 
subscription of twelve rupees, in addition to the subscription to 
the parent Association. Meetings were held at Allahabad. This 
branch came to grief in 1885, over a paper contributed in 1884 
by the late Lt. -Colonel (then Surgeon) Andrew Duncan, entitled 
The Insanitary Tendencies of State Sanitation, the wording of 
w'hich was insubordinate, though the views uj)held, albeit opposed 
to the theories of the origin of cholera then in ollicial favour, have 
been proved by time to be. correct. Deakin went on furhuigh 
soon after, and on his return reverted to military diitj'. In tin; 
absence of its moving spirit the Branch died out. 

The Panjah Branch was also organised by Deakin, in iHSfy, 
after his return t(t India. Most of the members of the now 
defunct N.W.P. and Oiulh Branch were transferred to tlu' new 
branch, which had a fitful existence of some four years. Deakin 
died of enteric fever at Jhilam on 17th Nov., 1889. .After his 
death tlu' branch ceased to e.xist. 

The Southern India Branch was founded on 4th Oct., 1883, 
and reiognised by the Association in 1884. It is the oldest 
branch now existing, and may be said to have been the most 
successful yet started in the East. It publishes Transactions. 

The Bombay Branch, founded in i88g, and the Burma Branch, 
founded at Rangoon on I4tli Oct., 1890, both have now well over 
twenty years’ useful lih^ to their credit. 

During the last few years three more. Indian branches have 
come into existence, , 4 ssa?« in igo8, Biluchistan in 1910, and a 
new Panjah branch in 1911. 

TIuree branches of the Association e.xist in the East, outside 
India ; the Colombo, the Malaya, and the Hongkong and China 
branches. 

The Madras Medical Book Society, of which W. R. Cornish 
was then Secretary, in 1870 offered a gift of twelvi; hundred 
volumes, with a sum of Rupees 1500 for the upkeep of the sami.*, 
to the Medical Colh'ge Librarjg on condition that e.xisting m(;mber.s 
of the Society should have the privilege of access to the library. 
The offer was accepted. The Society must have been in existence 
for some time to have accumulated so large a library and so large 
a sum. 

The Calcutta Medical Society was embodied in 1880, with 
Surgeon Major D. B. Smith, Principal of the Medical College, aa 
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President, and Kcnnelli McLi^od and Rf)bert Harvey as Secretaries. 
Meetings were held monthly in the Medical College Hospital, and 
Transactions were regularly published. For many years this 
Society had a large membership, European and Indian. It lived 
for eighteen years ; the last meeting was held on 14th Feb., 1898. 

The Calcutta Medical Club was started in 1900, in Harrison 
Road, Cali utta, by Indian practitioners. It has club rooms there, 
and sin( (^ 1906 has published the Calcutta Medical Journal. 

The Medical Branch of the Asiatic Society of Bengal\\’d& started 
in Aug., 190O. It holds its meetings in the rooms of the Asiatic 
Society, and its pivacedings are publisht'd as one series of that 
Soeiet3’’s Transactions. 

The Association of Hospital Assistants was started in Jan., 
H)Oy, and publishes a monthly organ of its own. When the title 
of Hospital .Assistant was changed, in 1910, to that of Sub Assistant 
Surgeon, the name of the Association of coui'se underwent a 
similar change. 

'The Medical Missionary Association of India was established 
in 1905, ten }ears later than the journal, Medical Missions in 
India. Mejnbers must be graduates i>f rc'cognised Medical 
Colleges, of any nationality, and members of a permanent 
missionary organisation. 

The A.ssociation of Registered Medical Women in India was 
founded a few years ago. It issues a Journal. 

The Jhansi Medical Society was started in March, 1913. 

The Kathiawar Medical Society was started in April, 1913. 


B. -Medical Journalism. 

The first professional periodical started in Indi.i was The 
Transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of Calcutta. The 
first volume was issued in March, 1825, published by Messrs. 
Thacker and Co., St. Andrews Library, and printed by the Baptist 
.Missic'ii Press. Three yearly volumes were published, 1825, 1826, 
and 1827. For the next eight years volumes were issued every 
second year. In 1837 it took the name of Quarterly Journal of 
the Calcutta Medical and Physical Society, and six quarterly 
volumes, edited bj^ H. H. Goodeve and W. B. O’Shaughnessy, the 
Secretaries of the Society, were distributed to members in 1837-38. 
No further issue took place till 1842, when a large volume was 
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edited by the Secretary, Allan Webb. Out; more volume, the last, 
was published in 1S45. 

The India Journal of Medical Science, the second in date of 
publication, was also a Calcutta venture. It was started by 
John Grant and J. T. Pearson in 1834. In 1836 Frederick Corbyn 
became the editor, and the title was changed to India Journal of 
Medical and Physical Science. Corbyn continued to edit the 
journal till the end of 1843. when it ceased to exist. It is sonur- 
times referred to by later wTiters as Corbyn s Journal. This 
journal was ptiblished monthly. It was the first monthly medical 
periodical published in India ; and also the first published on its 
own merits, not supported by :i Society. 

In 1835 appeared The Madras Journal of Literature and Science, 
” published under the ausjiices of th(“ Madras Literary Society 
and auxiliaiy of tlu' Ro3'al Asiatic Societj’.” This was a quarterly 
journal, edited l\v Robert Cole, of the Madras Medical Scrv'ice, 
and printed ly J. B. Pharaoh at the Athimceum press. It was, 
of course, not a medical, and onK^ in part a scientific journal. 
It ran up to 1840. at least. 

The Transactions of the Medical and Physical Society of Boinhay 
were first issued in 1838, the first year of that Society’s existence. 
Th('\’ are still regularly published, and are thus by far the oUh'st 
periodic.'d of the kind now in e.xisteme in India, havdng the 
advantage bj' ncarh'’ thirty j-ears over the Indian Medical Cazcllc, 
the next oldest. 

The Madras Quaricrly Medical Journal, edited by Samue? 
Rogers, one of the original Fellows of the Riyal College of Surgeons, 
began in 1839, and ran at least till 1843. Three other periodicals 
with much the same title have since been published in Madras. 
The Madras Journal of Medical Science, edited ly G. W. Fljoin 
and ]). Morton, was running in 1851-54. Fhaiii appears to have 
been the first medical editor in India who was not a member of 
the I.M.S. The Madras Quarterly Journal of Medical Science, 
edifed by W. 1 ^. Cornish and G. B. Montgomerj', w'as started in 
Julj% i860, and ran up to 1869, when it developed into a monthly, 
the word Quarterly in the title being changed to Monthly. It 
was then edited bj' W. N. Chipperfield and Henry King, and was 
issued up to 1873. Chipperfield died of cerebral haemorrhage 
at Madras on 22nd May, 1873, and with the editor’s death the 
journal came to an end. 
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The Calcutta Journal of Natural History, and Miscellany of 
the A rts and Sciences in India, edited by John McClelland, appeared 
in 1841, and ran up to 1847 least. 

In 1844 a Delhi Medical Journal was published at that city, 
but appears to have had only a brief career. 

The India Register of Medical Science, owTied and edited by 
Edward Edlin, appeared in Calcutta in Jan., 1848. Twelve 
monthly numbers were published. Edlin, who had served in the 
Sutlej campaign, and had been present at Sobraon, was deputed 
to the Punjab War, early in 1849, as Field Surgeon, and his journal 
came to an (ard. He thus records the cessation of publication. 

“ 'Flic uncertainty of the duration of the camjuign in the Punjab, and 
other circumstances, induce the Proprietor and Editor very reluctantly to 
place the India Register of Medical Scumce in abeyance for one or two 
months, ponding the irKpiiry, if any member of the profession will under- 
take for the profession that office of Chronicler for 1849. wliich it has been 
our pleasure to be able, however indifferently, to perform in 1848. The 
remoteness of the Chenab renders either literary responsibility, or literary 
])roj>rietorship on the banks of the Hooghly, inadvisable/* 

No other member of the profession, apparently, was willing to 
take the responsibility, literary and financial, of continuing the 
journal, which accordinglj’^ came to an end. Edlin might himself 
have resuscitated it, had he lived longer. He died of consumption 
in Calcutta a year later, on 6th April, 1850, not long after his 
return from active service. 

The following advertisement appears in the Friend of India 
of Nov. 14, 1850, p. 731. 

*' A New Medical Journal. The undersigned proposes to re-establish 
a Medical Journal, having the Title of The Bengal Medical Record, from 
the i*^ of January, 1851. The journal wdll be issued on the or 2"^* of 
each succeeding month, and the subscription per annum in advance is 
20 Rupees. Early intimations of approval and support are requested 
from all, who arc of opinion, a Medical Journal in Bengal may be productive 
of good. — (Signed) T. Hastings, Civil Asst. Surgeon, East Burdwan. — 
N.B. All communications to be addressed. Postpaid, to the Editor, at 
Burdwan.’* 

In the Friend of India of ist May, 1851, appears an advertise- 
ment of a journal to be published on ist Oct., 1851, under the 
title, of The Indian Literary and Scientific Quarterly, edited by 
David O’Callaghan, Assistant Garrison Surgeon, Fort William. 

Neither of these journals appears to have ever been published ; 
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probably the projects did not meet with sufficient promise of 
support to justify the risk and expense of publication. In 1851-52 
Assistant Surgeon O’Callaghan edited a Calcutta newspaper, the 
Calcutta Morning Chronicle. The Friend of India of 21st Oct., 
1852, announces that he had resigned the editorial chair. 

David James O’Callaghan served as Assistant Surgeon in the 
Royal Navy in 1839-41. He joined the Bengal Service on 8th 
Jan., 1S42, served in the Sutlej campaign, in the Mutiny, including 
the siege and capture of Delhi, and in the second China war ; 
became D.I.G. on 31st March, 1868, retired on 28lh Oct., 1872, 
and died in London on 12th Aug., 1900. 

The Indian Annals of Medical Science, a half yearly journal 
of Practical Medicine and Surgery, made its ajrpearance in 1854. 
The first number is dated, on the titles page, “ October, 1853, and 
April, 1854." It was edited by Alexander Grant * and Norman 
Chevers ; and printid by K. C. Lepage and Co., British 
Librarj^ Calcutta. Grant continued to edit the Annals up to 
Oct., i860. This journal ran for twenty-three j'ears, up to 1877. 
the last editors being Josepli Ewart and J. G. French. The 
Annals ma}’ be said to lia\'e been the most suc.ct'ssful and the 
longest lived })iuely medical and scituililic, journal, standing on 
its own merits, and not supported by any Society, ever publislu'd 
in India. The Indian Medical Gazette, of course, has had a longer 
life, and probably greater financial success. But the Gazette, 
containing, as it does, medical news and comments on current 
medical events and politics, is not solely a scientific publication. 

The Indian Lancet made its first appearance at Lahoia; in 
1859. It had but a bri«‘f life. 

The first number of the Indian Medical Gazette is dated Jan., 
1866, and was edited b}’ 1). B. Smith. It has appeared regularly 
every month ever since. The Gazette has been the most successful 
and the most important medical paper issued in India, and has 
also enjoyed a longer life than any other medical j<jurnal, except 
the Transactions of the Bombay Medical and Physical Society, has 
yet done. And now, after forty-seven years, it shows every sign 
of a vigorous future career. It was first published by Wyman 
and Co., Calcutta, and was taken over by Messrs. Thacker and 
Spink from Jan., 1885. A list is given below of its successive 
editors, all of whom have been officers of the Bengal Medical 
• For Grant, see Chap. XXIV, The Sea Service, Vol. II, pp. O2, 63, 
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Service, with the sole exception of Dr. \V. J. Simpson, Health 
Officer of Calcutta. The success of the Gazette, however, has been 
mainly due to two men, Kenneth McLeod and W. J. Buchanan. 
McLeod became joint editor with N. C. Macnamara in 1871, and 
continued to edit it, with intervals of furlough, for over twenty 
years, till he retired on i6th April, 1892 ; and afterwards con- 
tributed a monthly Lemdon letter for another thirteen years, till 
1905. Buchanan took over the editorship in 1899, and, with 
intervals of leave, has now held it for fourteen j^ears. 


1). U. Smitli 
J. A. 1’. Colics 
K. iMiuu is 

J. C'arter Ross 
N. C‘. Macniimara 

K. McLfocl . 

]. (i. French 
‘l. a. Waddell 
W. (. Simpson 
A. C'roiiibiu . 

I>. M. Moir . 
r. l\ Mavniinl 
C. H. Ikilford 
\V. J. 1 hi c liana 11 
l>. Me Cay 


List of Editors. 

I HhO 

. . . 1S07 

1 >8 

, . . 

• I87J-7.3- 

• ‘■''73-7‘''- 

1884 -85, and 1897-99 
1889- 1897. 

. . . 189J-93. 

. . . 1 897, and 1905-04. 

. . . 1898. 

. 1898. 

1 Sr)9 to date. 

. . . 3909-10. 


I'hc Jourfutl of the He}ic;al Byanch of the British Mcdiccxl Assoc ia- 
Hon in its lirsl ajijKMrnme: was ahiiDst contemporary with the 
Indian Medical Gazette, the lirsl volume being that hn* 1865-66, 
Apjiarenlly lh«i first volume was also the last. 

The Calcutta Journal of Medicine was founded in 186S, as a 
monthly, by Ih'. Mahendra Lall Sarkar, U) advocate homceopathy. 
It lasted only a few years. 

The Transactions of the Cakuita Medical Society were first 
issued in 18S0. These Transactions were published in the Indian 
Medical Gazette, but were also issued separately, in small octavo 
fasf'iculi. They continued to appear for about eighteen years, 
till the Society auno to an end in i8g8. 

The Calcutta Medical News was also started in 1880, but only 
last(^d a short time. Eight monthly numbers were published, 
Jan. to Aug., 1S80. 

In 1882 the Transactions of the NAV.P, and Oudh Branch of 
the British Medical Association began to appear monthly. This 
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publication was not the property of the Branch, but was b(»th 
owned and edited by the Secretary, Surgeon C. W. S. Deakin. 
From 1st Jan., 1884, it took the title of luiiiiui Medical JonniaL 
After Deakin ’s death in 1889 it ceased to exist. 

In 18S4 began the publication of Scientific Memoirs by Medical 
0 [ficers of the Indian Army, This publication differs from most of 
llie others enumerated in this chapter, in bi'iiig offuitvl, issued by 
the Government of India. It consists, of couvs<*. of purely 
srienlilic. papers, nearly all'of them the results of original research, 
with no other matter of any kind. During the Jirst sevi'iiteen 
years twelv'e annual volunu‘S wi'ie published, tlu‘ first being daltal 

1884, the twelfth icioi ; no volume being issued for the years 

1885, 1888, 1S9J, 1896. and 1900. ICat h \‘ohime bears the 

name, as editor, of the S.C 5 ., after i 8 (j 3 the l).(i., for the tim<‘ 
being. In 1902 a cliangt' was madi' in th<' form of ])ublication ; 
each memoir being issued sejiarately, wh(‘n reatly, instead (»f the 
work of a ye<ir bt*ing ('ombined in an a.nnual volumi‘. Im'oiu 1902 
to 1913, sixty such im inoirs have biaai ])ublislu*d. 

In 1884 also tht‘ 'I'ransaciions of (he Southern India liranch of 
the British Medical Association iM'gaa to appear, and art' still 
pul•)li^hed. 

A medical journal width, lor a timi‘ at least, met with great 
success, was the Indian Medical Record, owned and edited by 
the late Dr. J. K. Wallace. It fn>.l aj)peared, as a. monthly, in 
larg(‘ octavo form, in J.in., i8()o. hVoiu 1st Jan., 1893, it became, 
a quarto fortnightly, and from 1st Jan., 1899, a weekly. After 
the death of Dr. Wallace its publication ceased, from tlu; end fd 
1903 ; but it was re\'ived, as a fortnightly, in .‘\j>ril, 19^)4, uiid 
ran up to March, 190O. It then ceased publication for two ycsirs ; 
but was again issued, as a monthly, under tin' editorship of 
E. S. Pushong, in March, 1908, and is still running. In comuadion 
with this journrd was published in 1892 a Medical Register and 
Directory of the Indian Empire, a second edition follcAving in 
1898. 

The Medical Reporter was started by Dr. Lawrence Fernandez, 
in Calcutta, in Jan., 1892. Its name was changed, in Nov., 1895, 
to that of The Indian Lancet. From Jan., 1892, to Dec., 1893, 
it was issued monthly, from Jan., 1894, to Dec., 1900, fortnightly, 
and since Jan., iqoi, weekly. It is still running. 

The Indian Mcdico-Chirurgical Review, edited by Dr. N. II. 
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Choksy, was issued in Bombay in Jan., 1893. It ran for three 
years, up to 1896. 

The Grant Medical College Magazine was started at Bombay 
in 1898, as a monthlj' journal, and ran up to 1906, at least, sub- 
sequently becoming a quarterly. 

Practical Medicine is the title of a monthly periodical started 
at Delhi by retired Assistant Surgeon Ram Narayan, L.M.S.. in 
Jan., 1903. In 1910 this paper issued a Medical Directory of India, 
Burma, and Ceylon, in three parts ; Part I being a list of qualified 
practitioners, including Civil Assistant and Sub Assistant Surgeons; 
Part II an Army List, including the R.A.M.C., I.M.S., and 
Military Assistant and Sub-Assistant Surgi-ons ; Part III a list of 
medical colleges, liospitals, and dispensaries. 

The Indian Public Health and Municipal Journal was founded 
by Dr. A. G. Newell, as editcir, in 1904, and appeared monthly 
up to the end of 1911, when it ceased. 

Medical Missions in India is an oct.ivo (Quarterly journal, 
started in 1895 at the Mission Press, Ajmir, the first editor being 
the Rovd. J. Husband, C.I.E., F.R.C.S., Ed., who was succeeded 
l)y the Revel. J. M. Macphail, M.D., in 1899, since when it has 
been j>nblished at the Sontal Mission Press, Pokluiria, Manbhum. 

The Calcutta Practitioner was issued in Jan., 1904, as a monthly 
journal. Only five uumbcTs appeared, the last being that of 
May, 1904. 

The Calcutta Medical Journal, the organ of the Calcutta 
Medical t!lub, started as a monthly, in July, 1906, and still 
continues. 

The Transactions of the Medical Branch of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal, which was founded in Aug., 1906, have since that date 
been i.ssuod as one of the series of Transactions of that Society, 

The All India Hospital Assistants’ Journal was founded, as a 
monthly, in Jan., 1907. From Jan., 1910, it took the title of 
Indian Medical Journal. 

The Medico-Sttrgical Journal of the Tropics, edited by Dr. S. K. 
Mullick, was first issued in Calcutta in Dec., 1908, and still con- 
tinues. 

The Journal of the Association of Medical Women in India was 
first issued in 1909. 

Food and Drttgs is the title of a quarterly journal, started in 
Calcutta, in Jul}', 1910, edited by Dr. Kartik Chandra Basu. 
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Paludism is the title of the Transactions of the Committee for 
the study of malaria in India. It was issued in large octavo form, 
at irregular intervals, more or less half-yearly, under the authority 
of the Government of India, by the Sanitary Commissioner. The 
first number was published in July, 1910, edited by Major S. P. 
James, I.M.S. It came to an end in 1913. 

The Indian Journal of Medical Research was started as a 
quarterl}' in July, 1913. It is an official publication, being issued 
bj’ the D.G. of the I.M.S. and b}’ the Sanitary Commissioner with 
the Govt, of India, and is purely scientific. It has absorbed, 
and fills the place of, both Paludism and Scientific Memoirs. 

The following are some t)lher medical journals, which either 
arc still published, or were so recently. 

The Agra Medical Club Journal, monthly, Agra. 

The Agra Medical Journal, monllily, in Urdu, Agra. 

The .Antiseptic, monthly, Madras. 

Hikrnat', (Knowledge), monthly, in Urdu, Lahore. 

The Hospital .Assistant, monthly, Kolhapur. 

Intahhah al Hikniat; (Extracts of Knowledge), monthly, in 
Urdu, Lahore. 
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ADDENDA 

" Thf i-ntl crowns all." 

SifAKLSPKARL. 'J'ruHtts and Cyessida, Act IV. Scene V. 

Chapter II,- European Surgeons in the Service of Oriental 
Potentates. — SuifU'im R<ibiTt Adams, of the Boml^ay Service, 
was deputed in 1770 to attend Haidar Ali, and spent over five 
years, 1770-1775, in the serv'ice of the King of Maisur. Towards 
the end of 1769 two Bombay civilians, James Sibbald and Richard 
Church, were semt b>’ the BomV^ay Government to negotiate a 
tn;aly of peace with Haidar, after th(^ first Maisur war. The 
treaty is given in full in the Bombay Cons, of loth April, 1770. 
The same- Cons, of i(jth Nov., 1770, contain a letter from Sibbald, 
in which he says that, on completion of the treat}', he left Seringa- 
patam on loth Oct. and proceeded to Onf>re, and continues — 

“ 'I'hat at the Nawab's particular reejuest he had lelt AE .\danis the 
Surgeon with liiiu, who had also promised to write to the IVe.sident lor 
his permission.” 

Adams ( utered the Bombay Medical Service in October, 1768. 
He reported his return to Bombay, on 31st Dec., 1775, in a letter 
dated 5th Feb., 1776, which is entered in the Bombay Cons, of 
6th Feb., w ith an order to pay Adams his .salary for the past five 
years. Adams was then posted to Tellichcrri, and in the Cons. 
of 2ijth Jan., 1777, was transferred to Thana. On 12th Oct., 1782, 
he succeeded by seniorit}’ to the post of fourth or junior Surgeon 
of Bombay, vice James Bond, gone home. By the successive 
departure of William Tennent, Samuel Richardson, and Robert 
Sproull, he rose to be first Surgeon on 16th Jan., 1785. He died 
at Bombay on 3rd March, 1786. A General Letter from Bombay, 
dated 20th March, 1786, states in para. 13, {Abstracts ) — 

" M* Robert Adams Principal Surgeon is dead. M*' Richardson 
Harrison from Tellichcrry succeeds as 4**^ Principal Surgeon here, and is 
replaced at Tellichcrrj' by M' Anthony Toomey.” 
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A Portuguese officer, Eley Jose CornM Peixoto, who was in 
Haidar's service from about 1558 to 1570, recorded his exporituK'es 
in a work u hich does not appear ever to have been jniblished, but 
may be seen in the British Museum, Additional MSS., No. i<),287. 
In tliis work (folio 69a) he mentions that a Bombay Surgeon, 
who came with Sibbald and Church, had cured one of Haidar's 
officers, wIk) had been attackt^d and dangerously wounded by a. 
sipahi* 

It is a pity that Adams hdt no record of his long residence in 
Maisur. While, there he evidently kept up a correspondence with 
the Bombay Government. Possibly his reports may still snivive 
in the Bombay Rc'cord Office. His letter ()f 5th Feb., 1776, and 
the Council’s ord<‘rs tluueon, run as follows : — 

“ Sir and Sirs, — I beg leave* to inform yon tliat I arrived here 

the 31 Dt’cember last Ironi Sciingapatain, and immediately waited ii])on 
the the President to acquaint liim I was return'd to my Station 

as Surgeon. 

'* The Records of yonr llon^'*' Board, I humbly presume, will sliow 
that I w^as Ord(fred by Messrs Church and Silibald in the Month of Oclolxn- 
1770 to remain in tlie Service of 'llie Nabob llyder Ally (‘awn, at his 
particular request, 'till 1 sliould b(f recalled or tJiought ])rop(T I0 come 
away. But as 1 liave taken the earliest Opportunity of returning to iny 
Duty here, and ever consid<Ted mysell in the lIon*’*‘‘ ('ompanys Service, 
1 humbly Keque^st you will please to Order my Arrears oJ l*ay to be nuule 
good to me. According to my J^ank as Surgeon. 'J'lio' I have every r«*ason 
to hope Your Ilonor &c>* will not deem my request unreasonable*, I beg 
lease to add the following Circumstances in favour of it. 

" After being tw'cnty Months in the Service of tlie Nabob, I wrote 
to M*" Townsend the Resident at Onore, that I intended to return to niy 
Duty at Bombay when he desired me to remain at Syringa}>ataTn to 
forward the C.'ompany’s Investment of Sandal Wood and Pepjier, by attend- 
ing Collection of the Mysore Sandal, and pioniring necessary Orders 
for the delivery of the Pepper and also the JJedinoore Samlrd (from the 
Nabob) and other matters regarding the Factory at Oinne, Jiaving be< ii 
before employed by M*^ James Sibbald, Townsend's predecessor in Uh; 
same manner. Your Ilonor &c^ are also sensible that 1 regularly trans- 
mitted you, through M*" 'J'ownserid, every intelligence I thought was 
material to the Interest of the Hon*"‘*^‘ Company on this side of India. 
But Townsend having wrote rne in the Moiitli of No\'<rinb(:r last, lhat 
my Service was no longer iioce.ssary at Syi iiigapalain, I left it and returned 
to Onore, and from thence to Bombay as l^elore mentioned. .1 llierofore 
hope from these Circumstances that Yonr Honor wdll readily grant 

my Request, more particularly as my Situation in llyders ('ouniry was 
very disagreeable and expensive, and had I been y)crmitted to return to 
Bombay when I first intended it, I have reason to think it would have Ix'en 

* This reference was given by Mr. S. C. Hill. Peixoto is also rncnlionod in 
Chap. XXXI \’, C 'uris-marlial, Vol. II, p. 2.|o. 

U.I.M.S. — VOL. U. 
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more for my Advantage in every respect — I have the Honour to be with 
tJic greatest Respect llonble Sir and Sirs, Your most obedient and most 
humble Servant, Robert Adcuns. — Bombay, 5*^' Feby, 1776.” 

Read a Letter as entered hereafter from M*" Robert Adams Surgeon 
requesting his Arrears of Pay may be made good to liim for the Time he 
was in llyder Ally's Service. As he was left at Syringapatam by Mess^=* 
Church and Sibbald in the year 1770. at Hyder’s particular Request, and 
was of Service to the Company by promoting the Investment of Pepper and 
Sandal Wood, and likewise by frequently transmitting useful Intelligence 
to this Settlement & Fort St George, and we have likewise reason to 
believe he was a sufkrer by liis Detention in Hyder's Country. It is 
Agreed for all these reasons that his Request be complied with and Onore 
Residency debted for the amount being Rupees O341-1. 73.** 

Chapter X.-The First Half of the Eighteenth Century; 

pp. 151, 152. List of Surgccyns, Bombay, 1720-1770. Add — 

Richard Pen iv.il ; died at Bombay on 20II1 Aug., 1768, 
iigod 38. 

Willinm W;ilk<T ; serving ;il Fort Augustus in April, 1765, 
appointed to Basra 29th Oct., 1765, to Surat (^Ih F(!b., 1770. 
fourtli Surgeon at Bombay i7tli April, 1770, resign'd Surgeoncy 
at Bombay to return to Surat, 26th Oct., 1770, went home early 
in 1778. 

Samuel Rieliardson, appointed 5th April, 17^15, third Surgeon, 
Bombay, nth Oet., 1765, also appointid Surgeon Major to 
Garrison, 30111 May, 1769, went home in Raynwnd, ist Jan., 1784, 
The title of Surgeon Major was abolLshed on liis departure. 

George Birch, appointed Sept. 1776, ix>sted to Basra 17G7, 
succeeded Walker as fourth Surgeon, Bombay, 26th Oct., 1770, 
granted sick leave to Goa and Europe, 12th Dec., 17S1, went home 
from Goa in April, 1782. 

Chapter XIV.— Strength from time to time ; page 312. 

The Bombay Cons, of 20th Sept., 1768, order that a Surgeon 
shall be alUnved to each Battalion. 

The earliest list e.xtant of the Bombay Medical Sendee appears 
to be one given in the Bombay Cons, of i6th June, 1779. It 
includes 27 names ; four Principal Surgeons at Bombay, one of 
whom, Samuel Richardson, was also Surgeon ISIajor of the garrison, 
or Military A.M.O. ; three in charge of General Hospitals, at 
Surat, Thana, and Broach ; two Battalion Surgeons, Infantry and 
Artillerj’’ ; three in civil employ, at Tcllicherri, Anjengo, and Basra; 
six Assistants in military employ ; four assistants in the Bombay 
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hospitals, and one at Thana ; and four cnii)loyed afloat in the 
Marine. 

The list of the Bombay Service next in date is entered in the 
Cons, of lyth Feb., 1784. It gives 28 names, 21 Surgeons and 
seven Assistants. Of the former, four were the Principal Surgeons 
at Bombay, five more in civil stations, seven on military duty, 
three assisting in the Btunbay hospitals, and two serv'ing afloat, 
both in the Bombay grab. Of the Assistants, two were serving 
in the Bombay General Hospital, one in civil employ, at Tellicherri, 
three on military duty, and one, J. Saunders, unemployed. An 
interesting point in this list is that three out of the 28, Surgeon 
Fred. Carmichael, and Assistant Surgeons C. M. Kelm and James 
Shields, are shown as prisoners in Maisur. They are included 
above among those on military duty. 

Chapter XV.— The Double Commissions : page 244. In 
the Bombay Cons, of 20tli and 21st May, 17O5. is noted the apjioint- 
ment of Lieut. Patrick Cation to do duty temporarily as Surgeon 
to the troops at Rari. It was agreed — 

‘‘ Tliat Cation have the Allowance of a Surgeon while he acts in 
that capacity, e.^clusive of his Pay a.s an OlTu:<;r, and that his being employed 
as a Surgeon (which is a case of Necessity) be no Prejudice to his Kanic 
in the Military Service.” 

Cation appears to have acted as a Surgeon for only a short 
time, a few months. B(»mbay Cons. <if 28th Oi t., 176G, order him 
to be court-martialled, but he was pardoned on apologising. 
Dodwi'll and Miles do n(»t give his Jiame in their Bombay Army 
List. 

Chapter XVI.-- Military and Civil; Duties of IIciul Surgeon. 
— The Madras Mily. Cons, of 1791 record an interesting dispute 
between Colonel John Brathwaitc', who was in command of 
the troops in the Circars, and George Binnej', Mead Surgeon 
of Masulipatam. On 15th Feb., 1791, is entered a Itmg, but 
temix'rately worded, letter from Colonel Brathwaile, in which 
he states that he had ordered Binn(?y to take medical charge of 
the troops at Ellore, but that Binney claimed that he was posted 
to Masulipatam, and could not be moved from that station except 
by the Madras Government. Brathwaite says that there are 
only a few invalids in the hospital at Masulipatam, but that the 
General Hospital there cannot be moved to Ellore, which is an 
open cantonment, and may have to be evacuated at short notice ; 
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and claims that Binney, as holding a commission in the Madras 
Army, must be entirely under his orders, as cjfficer commanding 
the troops. Binney was also Surgetin to (he Masulipatam Agency 
and Factory ; and the Agent and Council there, while not taking 
any further part in the dispute, naturally did not wish to lose his 
services as their medical officer. The Madras Council referred the 
que.stion to the Military Board. That Board’s opinion is entered 
in the Co«s. of i8th Feb. They state that Binney, as a military 
officer, must necessarily be under Brathwaite’s orders ; that his 
duty as a Superintending Surgeon requires rather that he should 
mo\T about, wlu’rev(“r his services are wanted, and inspect the 
medical officers und('r him, than remain fi.\ed at one station ; and 
that a medical officer with no military duties should be posted to 
Masulipatam as Surgeon to the Factory and civil station there. 
An interesting point in their letter is the emplo3’ment of the term 
Superintending Surgeon for the Head Surgeon, probably the first 
use of this title, some ten j^ars before it came into oflicial 
and general use. On the same da3^ i8th Feb., the Madras 
Council gave their decision, to the effect that Binney, as a militaiy 
officer, is under Brathwaite’s orders, and must obtain permission 
from Brathwaite, as commanding officer, for any of the medical 
officers under him to go on leave. The orders rather evade the 
point at issue. A h'lter to the Medical Board, from the Military 
Secretary to Govemiuent, dated 24th Dec., 1793. contained in 
the last Volume of Miscellany Books for 1793, orders that the 
Head Surgeon of the Circars will in future reside at Ellore, and that 
a full Surgeon will be posted to Masulipatam as medical oftic'er of 
that station. 

Chapter XVI.— Military and Civil ; p. 285, Service in 
Indian Navy . — ^Disputes about duty on board ship, a duty 
evidently’ unpopular, cropped up so earlj^ as 1785, and are recorded 
at length in the Bombay' Cons, of that year. In a letter dated 
25th Oct., 1785, Surgeons William Sandwith and Christopher 
Lawrence complained that they were kept serving on board ship, 
while other Surgeons junior to them were serving ashore as 
Assistants in the Bombay hospitals. On this letter the Bombay 
Council passed the following orders : — 

" Read a letter from Messrs William Sandwith and Christopher Law- 
rence, Surgeons, representing a Hardship as they conceive, being ordered 
to do Duty on board the Cruizors, when Juniors to them arc employed 
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on Shore in the Ilo.'^pital. On Consideration of this letter, It is Resohed 
that when it is necessary for tlie Service to send (ientlenien of the last 
of Surgeons on board the Cruizers, this Duty shall begin with the Youngest 
in that Rank, to which Rule the Principal Surgeons must be desired to 
conform.'* 

On 1st Nov.. 17S5. is entered a long letter from the four 
Principal Surgeons, protesting against the above order, and 
claiming the right, which apparently had hitherto been allowed, 
of choosing their own Assistants from among the junior Surgeons. 
On 4th Nov. another letter from the Principal Surgeons is entered, 
in which they complain that Christopher Lawrence had refused to 
obey their orders, transferring him from the Intrepid to the 
Bombay grab, an order, tiuy given in his own interest, the 
Bombay being the larger \es.sel of the two The whole corre- 
spondence is given in the Cons, On the same date, 4th Nov., 
the Bombay Council recast their orders of 25lh Oct., as follows ; — 

*' Observing that our hilo Orders lespceling Surgeons for the Cruizers 
are not properly undt-rstood, and ;iro productive of Inconveniences, 
Resolved that the Order already sent the Surgeons be rescinded, and that 
the following Regulation be estabhslicd. 

That wh(*n Surgeons arc* wanted for the Marine, the Secretary to 
the Marine lioard shall by Letter inform the tlic President tliereof, 

who will order the Surgeon to whose Turn the Duty falls, beginning with 
the Youngest on the List. 

" Resolved that the following Gentlemen be appointed to the Vessels 
now in Want of Surgeons. 

Price to the Scorpion M*" loiwrcnce to the Drake 

M*" Nevill ,, Intrepid M*” Janies „ Bombay grab 

“ Ordered tliat the Principal Surgeons be acquainted with the above 
Resolutions and of the later Order being rescinded. 

Resolved that the Assistants belonging to the Hospital now employed 
on board the Cruizers, be ordered on shore.*' 

Chapter XVII, Rank ; p. 298, riogging. — Nt» instance 
appears to have occ'urred in which a medical fifficer was flogged, or 
oven threatened with Ih^gging. In fact, as rehiled in Chap. KXVII, 
The V neovenanted and Subordinate Medical Services, p. 119, 
Bengal G.O. of 24th Miiy, 1832, ordered tlial oven native doctors 
must not be flogged. But a case is recorded in the Bombay Cons. 
of i8th and 25th July, 1781, in which an Assistant Surgeon w'as 
put in irons. Joseph Saunders, Surgeon of the Bo^nbay grab, was 
placed in irons by Lieut. Twiney, who w^as in charge during the 
absence on shore of Captain Jonathan Twiss, the Commander. 
Both Twiss and Twiney were severely reprimanded. Twiss, in a 
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letter protesting against his reprimand, states that he came on 
board late at night, and heard that Twincy had brought a serious 
criminal charge against Saunders ; and that he released Saunders 
early in the morning. The nature of the criminal charge is not 
stated. Twiss also sent in a letter from Saunders, admitting 
having beliavcd disresptu;t fully, and apologising for so doing. 

Possibly SaundfTs deserved all he gf)t. The Bombay Cons, of 
March, 1784, record an instance of gross insubordination on his 
part. The Principal Surgeons cd Bombay, i.c. the four Surgeons 
employed at Bombay, who aetc-d as an informal Medical Board, 
and to whom all questions concerning the Medical Department 
were referred by the Cotincil, were diroctc'd, on 30th Jan., 1784, 
to compile a list of the Medical Service. This list is entered in 
the Cofis. of iqlh Feb. In it are shown twenty-one Surgeons and 
sevc'n Assistants, Saunders’ name standing fourth .among the 
Assistants, as " uneinplo3’ed.” On iqfh March the Council 
inquirc'd why he. was unemplojaal. On 2qth March the Surgeons 
reported that, some months previously, thej^ had ordered Saunders 
to assist Francis Crozier, Surgeon to the regiment at Thana, and 
that he had refused to obe\', saj’ing that h<; was a full Surgeon, and 
would not act as Assistant to anj' man. In this same list, of 
iqth Feb., 1784, no less than six of the full Surgeons are shown 
em])loyed as Assistants to other Surgeons, senior to themselves. 
The Council apparently took no notice of this refusal to obey 
orders, be^^ond directing that Saunders should bo entered as the 
senior Assistant, and employed as such. Discipline in the 
Company’s Service seems hardlj' to have existed in these days, 
exc('pt under individual strong commanders. 

Chapter XVII, Rank ; pp. 304-307, Title of Surgeon 
General -. — This title appears to h.avc sometimes been given to the 
Senior Surgeon of a military' force on active service, as the title of 
Principal Medical Officer has been used in later 3'ears. In the 
Bombay Cons, of 1784 and 1785 there are frequent references to 
two officers of the A.M.I)., Robert Anderson and Thomas Far- 
quharson, as successive!)’ holding the post of Surgeon General of 
the King’s troops cmplo5’’ed in the second Maisur war. The 
same Cons, of i8th Jan., 1785, speak of John Fleming as Surgeon 
General of the Bengal force sent to the Bombaj' Presidency in the 
first Maratha war. Fleming, however, in a petition quoted on 
that date, calls himself Senior Surgeon of the Bengal detachment. 



ADDENDA 


471 


The title of Surg<>(>n General given to Stephen Briggs in Madras, 
in 1760-6J, socniB to have been similarly used. And in the third 
Maisur war John Laird, Colly Lucas, and A. G. Clugstonc are 
in the same way spoken of as Surgeon Generals of the Bengal, 
Madras, and Boinbat’ tnHips respectively serving in that war. 

Chapter XVII, Rank ; p. 308, Surgeon’s Mates. — ^Thc Madras 
Mily. Cons, of nth Jan., 1792, {Misceilliitiy Hook, ist Jan. to 31st 
March, 1792), contain a n-turn of non-t'i)mnussioned ftlFn'ors and 
men of the 14th Hanoverian Regiment, embarking for England. 
At the head of the N.C.O.’s are shown the Surgeon’s Mates of the 
regiment, four in number. Thej^ of course, were Hanoverians, 
not Englishmen, and appear to have been considered of lower 
rank than the. Assistant Surgt'ons in the King's regiments, and in 
the Company's servivo. The same Cons, of i6th Jan., 1792, 
contain a ndurn of the pay of the 14th Hano%-er Regiment, which 
shows the. Surgeon as paid only four .shillings, and the Surgeon’s 
Mates half a crown each f>cr day. And the M ily. Cons, of 3th Nov., 
1790, contain a petition from these Surgeon’s Males, asking to be 
allowed the same pay as Surgeon’s Matc-s c)f King’s regiments and, 
like them, llie allowances of Lieutenants instead of those of 
Ensigns. Both requests were refu.sed. 

Chapter XVII, Rank: p. 308, Rank of Assistant .Surgeons 
in Bombay. — The two ranks of Surgeon, and Surgeon’s Mate, or 
Assistant Surgeon, were recognised in the order founding the 
Bengal Medical Service, from ist Jan,, 1764. And after that 
date only four officers appear to have been appointed in Bengal 
as Surgeons, without going through the grade of Assistant Surge.cm. 
Two of these officers, Robert Knight and James Campbell, were, 
appointed direct as Surgeons only one month later, from ist Feb., 
1764. The other two were Matthew Allen, transferred from the 
g6th Foot, in which he already held the rank of Surgeon, on 
19th Feb., 1765, and John Laird, appointed 23rd Feb., 1771, 
who had served for six j'ears in the Company’s factory at 
Canton. 

In Madras direct appointments as Surgeon were made for 
some years longer, up to 1770, as shown by the extract quoted 
on page 309, Vol. L One direct appointment w'as made much 
later. Job Bulman, who had served for some years as Surgeon to 
the Nawab, was appointed to the Service as Surgeon on 28th Nov., 
1780. 
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Till a conbiderabl3' later date, however, in Bombay, most of 
the medical officers who joined were appointed directly as 
Surgeons. A list of the Bombaj' Service in the Bombay Cons, of 
19th Feb., 1784, shows twentj-^-one Surgeons and seven Assistant 
Surgeons. All th<' Surgeons appear to have joined in that rank. 
The two juni(jr. Joseph James and Christopher Lawrence, both 
ex-Surgeons of Imiiamcn, had been appointed to the Service as 
Surgeons barely a month before, f)n 15th Jan., 1784. At least 
.seven of the Surgeons, however, were acting as Assistants to 
senior officers. The. seven Assistant Surgeons had been appointed 
as such on various dates during the preceding twelve years, the 
Senior, C. M. Kehn or Kiln, having over eleven j'cars’ service. 
And onlj' one of thesis seven ever reached the rank of Surgeon. 
The Assistant Surgeons in Bombaj', in fact, formed a separate 
subordinate service rather than a separate rank, junior to the 
.Surgeons, but still men of the same Service with the same prospects 
as their seniors. It was not till 1788 that the grade of Assistant 
SurgcHtn in the Bombay Service became a rank through which all 
newly appointed medical officers must pa.ss. 

Chapter XVIII, Pay : p. 362. Pay at Bombay . — The increase 
of pay to the four Principal Surgeons at Bombay is shown in the 
Bombay’’ Cons, of loth Jan., 1770, and they drew the enhanced 
rules from 27th Aug., 1769, the two seniors, Tennent and Bond, 
/I150 a 3'car, the two juniors, Richardson and Birch, £12^. The 
statement that Birch also drew £150 in Sept., 1777, is founded on 
what seems to be a clerical error in the paylists; he is shown as 
drawing £150 in that month, but onh* £125 in subsequent pay lists, 
up to his retirement on 31st March. 1782. 

In the Bomba}' Cons, of 17th Dec., 1773. it is ordered that, as 
tlie Surgeons now make no profit on the hospital, the first and 
second Surgeons are to receive a j'oarly gratuity of Rs.4000, the 
third and fourth R.s.2000. The Cons, of 24th Dec. note that these 
gratuities are less than the profits which the Surgeons had 
previousl}’ made from the hospital contracts, and raise the 
gratuity to the two junior Surgeons to Rs.3000. Whether these 
gratuities \^•ere in addition to, or instead of. their Surgeon's pay 
of £150 and £125 a year, is not clearly stated. The Cons, of 
7th Jan., 1774, contain a petition from three of the Surgeons, 
signed b}' Bond, Richardson, and Birch, Tennent not signing, 
saying that all their hopes are now confined to receiving these 
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gratuities of Rs.^ooo and 3000 a 5’car, whereas fonnorly the first 
and second Surgeons held a contract for supplying the hospital, 
which gave them much larger profits. On the other hand, the 
salary lists for many years subsequent show the Surgeons as paid 
£150 and £125 a year, as before. Probably the gratuities were in 
addition to their pay. 

On 2nd July, 1777, the contract for maintaining the hospital 
was again given to the Surgeons, and on tlie 14th July, 1779, tlu* 
standing Hospital Committee reported that the saving thereby 
effected had amounted to Ks.120,131 in two years, over Rs.60,000 
a year. 

The Co)is. of 17th Feb., 1769, contain a petition from the 
Surgeons of llie three Battalions at Bmnbay, Cliarles Roily, tirst, 
Matthew Reily, second, and Peter Fnizor, third Battalion, asking 
for an increase of pay. Thej* state that Surgeons at Fort St. 
George get allowances of si.xteen pagodas a month, at other 
places in Madras Presidency twenty-one pagodas, in addition to 
their pay. On 28th Oct., 1769, the Surgeons employed in the 
Marine also petitioned for incrca.se of pay. This petition is signed 
by five surgeons : John Bennett, Robert Sjiroull, Francis Boyes, 
■John Blakeman, and Richardson Harrison. On 16th Mandi, 
1773, ordemwere passed that the Surgeons of the Hospital and of 
the Battalions should receive house rent at Rs.40 per month. 
Assistant Surgeons Rs.20 ; but this allowance was not given to 
Surgeons in the. Marine, even when on shon;. On nth Oct., 1775, 
Surgeons in the Marine were granted an addition to th(;ir pay of 
Rs.20 a montli, when employed on .shore as Assistants in the 
hospitals. On i6th March, 1778, A. G. Clugstom*, Surgeon of the 
Infantry, and Andrew Durham, Surgeon of the Artillery, asked 
for an increase of pa}% to the same rates as given at Madnis. They 
state that they have now' served ten years, and have succ:eeded to 
Battalions on promotion, but arc still drawing the same pay as 
when they first joined. The Council resolved to write to Madras 
for information as to the rates of pay there, and in the meantime 
increased the pay of Battalion Surgeons to ten shillings per day 
exclusive of house rent. 

The Bombay Cons, of 8th Dec., 1779, cirder that all Surgeons 
shall draw their pay from the Military Board, except the four 
Principal Surgeons, who are to be paid by the Land Paymaster, 
and those on cruizers, to be paid by the Marine Paymaster. 
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The Bombiiy Cons, of 29th July, 1778, c<;ntain a list of bond- 
holders in Bombay, i.e. investors in Company's paper, which 
includes a number of medical officers ; George Birch, Rs.44,307 ; 
Samuel Richardson, Rs.37,856 ; estate <jf Jeremiah Farmer, 
Ks. 16,401 ; William March, Rs. 10,964 ; William Tcnnent, 
Rs.9941 ; Robert Adams, Rs.8935 ; Frederick Carmichael, 
Rs.6035. Another list in the Cons, of i8th June, 1784, of bond 
debts paid off, includes William Tcnnent, Rs. 147,060 ; and James 
Bond, Rs.10,854. In the Cons, of 7th Aug., 1786, it is stated that 
the Company still owed Samuel Richardson a sum of Rs. 1,78,000 
for his hospital contract. The Cons, of 14th Sept, and 2nd Oct., 
1786, contain lists of subscribers to a new loan floated by the 
(!onipan3', which includes the ffJlowing names of medical officers: — 
h'rancis Crozier, £2000 ; Richards<)n Harri.son, £4000 ; Samuel 
Richardson, 3^20,000 ; James Bond, £28,750 ; John Blakcman, 
£12,000 ; (ieorge Birch, £3317 ; estate of John Potter, £1789 : 
estate of Robert Adams, £14,652 ; William Tcnnent, £20,338. 
The amounts arc given both in sterling and in rupees, and show 
the rupee as worth a little less than two shillings. From these 
entries we see that some of the Bombay medical officers made a 
good deal of moncj’. 

Chapter XVIII, Pay; p. 363, Pay at Madras. — The 
Madras Mtly. Cons, of 12th Oct., 1790, order that Surgeon Finlay 
Ferguson, while serving as Surgeon Major, or A.M.O., of the 
Centre Army, in the third Maisur war, is to receive £iooo a j'ear 
pay, and Major’s batta. 

Chapter XVIII, Pay; p. 364, Pay of French Medical Officers. 
The Madras Mily. Cons, of 3rd Sept., 1793, contain a list of French 
officers taken at Pondicherri, at its surrender to Coloiu'l Brath- 
waite on 23rd Aug., 1793, which contains the names of no less than 
nine medical oificei's ; Ph5'sician Calliaud, pay Rs.i6oo a j^ear ; 
Surgeon Major Douzon, Rs.iooo ; two Assistant Surgeon Majors 
Rs.720 each ; and five Assistant Surgeons, Rs.400 each. Low 
as these rates are, thej' are higher than the rates of 1778. The 
same Cons, of 14th Maj', 1795, contain a list of the officers of a 
captured French privateer, the Dugnay Trouin, (formerly the 
Indiamon Princess Royal, taken by the French on 29th Sept., 
1793), which includes a Surgeon, Terrier, and an Assistant Surgeon, 
Lorrin. Terrier drew Captain’s pay, 38 pagodas 31 fanams a 
month ; Lorrin Ensign’s pa}^ 15 pagodas 21 fanams, rates much 
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higher than those of the medical officers on shore. It is stated 
that Terrier had been a private in the Artillery" at Brest in 1787. 

We have seen (Vol. II, p. 194) that J. F. Heyneniann, the 
Dutch Surgeon’s Mate at Negapatam in 17S2, was drawing seven 
pagodas a month, about 3^38 a year. The Madras Mily. Cons, of 
28th July, 1793, give a list of Dutch officers who had surrendered 
when Pulicat was taken over by the English, with their pay and 
allowances. Surgeon Pancratius Haringa Meppen drew' 24 
pagodas 12 fananis a month. Assistant Surgeon Henry Adolph 
Floyer, 6 pagodas 7 fanams, and Sub-Assistant Surgeon Jacob 
Hamer, 4 pagodas 28 fanams. 

Chapter XXII, Appointment; pp. 4<)r-494, Commissions 
from the ranks. — Another instance of promotion from the ranks 
to the Medical Service is recordetl in the Bombay Cotis. of 2isl 
Jan., 1784, whi're is entered a petition from Thomas Sherwood, a 
recruit, saj ing that he had been “ educatt^d to the ]}rofession of 
surgery,” and had been appf>inted Surgeon’s Mate of the Indiaman 
Belmont, but had lost his passage, and had subsequentlj^ enlisted. 
The Bombay Surget)ns examined him, and reported him as 
qualified, whcreupr)n the Council appointed him an Assistant 
Surgeon. 

Chapter XXII, Appointment; pp. 510, 51 1, Commissions 
given through medical schools. — Another medical officer to whom a 
commission was thus given was Walter Fry. In 1838 a nomina- 
tion as Assistant Surgeon w'as placed at the; disposal of the Council 
of King’s College, London, who selected Fry as the best of the 
applicants among their students. He was nominated by Sir 
Richard Jenkins, G.C.B., as Assistant Surgeon, Madras, from 
29th June, 1838. After spending twelve years in militaiy^ employ, 
he was appointed in 1870 Residency Surgeon, Travancore, and 
held that post till he retired on 20th Nov., 1882. He died at 
Nice on 30th Dec., 1913. 

Chapter XXIII, Administration ; Vol. IT, p. 25, The 
Bombay Medical Board. — In Bombay, prior to the establishment 
of the Medical Board, the Principal Surgeons, as the medical 
officers of the Bombay hospitals were called, constituted an 
informal Board, to w'hich the Government referred all professional 
matters, including the posting of junior medical officers. Prior 
to 1765 there were tw'o Surgeons at Bombay ; on nth Oct., 1765, 
a third tvas appointed, and on 7th Feb., 1770, a fourth. The 



476 HISTORY OF THE INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE 

(;rd(‘rs of Court for the establisliment of Ih^spital Boards, dated 
2ist Sept., 1785, were not put in force at Bombay for nearly two 
years. The transition from a Board of four to one of only two 
members was eased off by ( lugstone, the third Surgeon, going on 
furlough on 24th Fob., 1787, and John Blakeman, the senior 
Surgeon, dying on ist Aug., 1787. Their places were not filled 
up, thus leaving only two. Durham and Harrison, to fonn the 
new Hospital Board from 16th Aug., 1787. The Bombay Board, 
how'ever, seem to have had more proh'ssional, as opposed to 
admiiiistralivo work, than the Boards in Bengal and Madras. 

Tlu^ s^'stem of medical administration in force at Bombay 
from about 1765 up to 1787, was thus (he same as at Madras, 
where tirst Briggs and Pasley, afterwards Pasley and Anderson, 
and later Anderson and Lucas, the two Surgeons of Madras, acted 
as an informal Medical B(Kird ; and in contradistinction to that 
at Calcutta, where, from 1769 to 1786, administration was formally 
\'ested in a single officer, with the title of Surgeon General. 

Chapter XXXII, War Services ; Vol. II, p. 205, George 
Alorrison Grant. In a very interesting work, lately published, on 
the first Afghan war, and especially on Major Eldred Puttiiiger's 
share therein, The Judgment of the Sword, by Maud Diver, 
(Constable, London, 1913), the authoress speaks of Grant as a 
Eurasian doctor named Grant," (p. 27), and as “ a half caste," 
(P- 153)- "Hie E.LCo. insisted strongly that all their officers 
should be of unmixed European extraction, though apparently 
exceptions did sometimes occur, c.g. Janu s Lumsdaine and R. S. 
Richardson, as described in Chap. XXII, Appointment, pp. 502-3. 
The Cadet Papers for 1838, in the India Office, contain a copj- of 
Grant's baptismal certificate, which shows that he was born in 
Edinburgh on 30lh Dec., 1815, the sun of Robert Gniiit, quill- 
dresser, and Janet Sheaf, his spouse, of the parish of St. Cuth- 
bert's, Edinburgh. Twonty-twT) j'ears later, in 1838, in his 
application for appointment, Grant describes his father as Robert 
Grant, bookseller, of 82, Prince's Street, Edinburgh. There can 
be no doubt that Grant was a pure European and a Scotsman. 
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,, Muster rolls, 1 762- i 786, 0 vols. 
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Surgeons and Surgeon’s Mates, Marine Records, 1801-1814, ^ vol. 

„ >* tt t, „ 1S09-1833, I vol. 

♦ Of these MS. records, the Proceedings of the Calcutta Medical lioard are in 
the Calcutta Record Office, all the others in the Record Department of the India 
Office. A good many original documents in the Calcutta F^ecord Office have al;.o 
been consulted, on references from the Calatila Press Lists. 
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,, India, 1890-1913. 
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,, ,, I^Iadras, by J. J. Cotton, 1905. 

.. ,, N.W.P. and Oudh, by A. Fuhrer, 1895. 

.. Panjab. bv M. Irving, 1910. 

M U.P. and budh, by E. A. H. Blunt, 1911. 
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Bengal Obituaiy, C-iilcutta, 1848. 

Malden, Rev. C. H., List of Burials at Madras, 16S0 -1900, 4 vols,, 1904. 
Urquhart, W., Oriental Obituary. 2 vols., Madras, 1809, 1813. 


iii. Other works consul fed,* 

Anderson, Jolin ; Hnglish Intercourse witli Siam in the i7tJi Century, 
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The following place names occur so frequently that they ha\'e not heen entereii 
ill the index on every occasion, only the more important references being iiic.liuiet! ; 
Afghanistan, Agra, Allahabad, Anjengo. Assam, Heiiares, liencooUn, Hengal, 
Bihar, Bombay, Calcutta, Cape of Good Hope, Cawnpur, China, Chittagoiif;,. 
Dakka, Delhi. Fort St. David, I'ort St. George, J’ort William, Haidarabad, 
Hugli, India, Kasimbazar, Lahore. London, I.iicknow, Madras, Maisiir, Malabar, 
Marathas, Masulipatam, Mursliidabcid, Netley, Oiidli, l^anjab, Patna. JVr.sia, 
Peshawar, Kangoon, Sind, Suiiiatra, Surat, ianjore, Telliclierri, TucluJK»jH>ly, 
Vizagapatam ; also Mutiny. 

Kxcept in the case of a few medical men, with Mun^pean qua Utica t ions, who 
have been indexed under their surnames, like 1 '.iirc»pt ans, Irulian per.sonal 
names are indexed iinchT the initial letter of thiir Jirst wurd, Haidar All is 
indexed under H, not under A. 

Names of ships, titlc.s of books and journal.s, and \'ernacular word.s, are entercil 
in italics. 

The prefix Mac i.s .spelt at full length, in all names which begin with it, in the 
index. 

B = Bengal, ; Bo. — Bombay ; M. = Madras. 
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Aeiuott, M«)Tris, Govr. L.I. Co., i. 30 
Abbottabad, ii. 34 1 
Abdullah, Saiyid, i. 117, 123 
Abdur Rahman, Amir. i. 10 
Abel, Clarke, Asst, Surg. . B., ii. i.p> 
Aberdeen, i. 207, 511; ii. 17^!, 

180, iSi 

Aberdeenshire, i. 13S 
Abingdon, i. 74, 361 
Absolon, Sea Cap!., i. 105 
Abyssinian War, i. 343 ; ii. 161, 266 
Accelerated promotion, i. 313 ; ii. 33*) 
Achin, i. 3. 27, 31, 32, 35, 235 
Ackichund, Miin.shi, i. ly.) 

Acton, ii. 149, 171 
Adam, Sir Fred.. Govr. M., ii. 446 
„ John, li.C.S., ii. loS 
,, John, Asst. Surg., B., ii. 453 
Adams, Abraham. B.C.S., ii., 41 S 

,, Archd., Asst. Surg., R.N., ii. 
lyS 

,, Joshua, soldier, i. 69, 70 

,, Parson, i. 350 

,, Itevd. TC, i. 107 

,, Robt., Surg., Bo., ii, 404-406, 

474 

,, Thos.. Major and C.-in-C., B., 
i. 184, i*S3. 188, lyi, 192 ; ii. 188. i8y 
Adams- Wyiie, C. Ii. B., Lt., I.M.S., ii. 
198 


Adderton, Jeremiah, Surg., M., i. 3O6 
Addi.scoinbe, ii. 172 
Aden. i. 383 ; li. 302, 342-34.1 
.\dhar Bhatl. N. Dr., ii. 101 
Adlercron, John, Col,, M., ii. 370 
Adlercron's Kegt., i. 153, 233, 301 ; 
ii. 370 

A.M.O.'s, stations of, i. 321-324 ; li. 

:cii. ^ 

,, leave of. i. 433 

pensions of. i. 440, 442, 44 5, 

448 

Admiralty, Black Book of, ii. 49 
Adventiirtr, ii. 04, 05 
Advice, i. 29, 33 
Ae.scu la pill's i- 245 

Afghanistan, Bellew in. ii. 134, I42, 139 
,, Boundary Coininn., ii. I43 

., Court medl. oflicer.s, i. i»i 

,, first war, ii. 144, lOi, 

203-209, 368, 470 
,, second war, ii. 134. T43, 

Ibl, 20y 

,, Harlan in, ii. 131 

Africa, i. 305 ; ii. 57, 58, 138, 144. 1.S7, 
197. 3O4 
Afridis, ii. 206 

j After Lodge. Ayrshire, i. 319 
■ Agar, Central India, ii. 259 
j Agha Muhammad Yaman, i. 46, yy 
; Agra, an A.M.O.'s station, i. 324 
„ Bank, ii. 81 
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Agra, IJattJc of. 1712, i. 117 

,, Hougliton's uiission to, i. 39, 40, 
42. 4 1 45. 5 ^> 51. 56. 65 
I'.ngli.sh factory at. 1617, i. G3. 09 
do., proposed by llolwell. i. 173 
,, a first-class station, ii. 330 
,, (Varrison Surgeon, i. 217 
,, Jail, ii. 98. 133 
,, medical journals, ii. 4G3 
,, medical school, ii. 1x9. 2b2, 44I, 
44 .^ 

a surgeon’s station, i. 275 
,, Yunani medical school, ii. 433 
Ahinadabad. i. 43. 58, 210, 275 ; ii. 75. 
> 3 «, 45 “ 

Ahinadnagai, i. 275 ; ii. 332 
Ainger. M.. Surg.. b.. ii. J9O, 197 
Ainslie, Sir Whilelaw, Surg., M., ii. 21, 
22, 212. 218 

Ainsworth. F. C., Genl.. i. 247 

,, l.saac, Cai»t., Bo,, i. 130 
Ailchison, J. E.T., B.S., B., ii. 145. 183 
Ait ken. VVilliarn. I^rofessor, Netley, i. 

Aix la Chapelle, treaty o£, ii. 407 
Ajit Sinh. Kaja, i. j 18 
Ajniir, ii. 247, 308, 451 
Alaslikara, action at, i. 510 ; ii. 208 
AlhemarU, i. 73 
Albucra, battle of, i. 240 
Alceste, ii. 14b 

Akotk, A. W., Lt.-Col., H., ii, 147, iSi 
,, Sir Kulhcrford, li, 138 
Alcocke, Richard, Siirg., JV».. i. 31, 70 
Aldershot, i. 52^, 527 
Aldworth. factor, i^o.. i. 38 
Alfjjpo. i. 39. <>o ; ii. j.p», j.pi 
Alexander and Cn.. iiankei.s. li. 77, 17G 
,. l>r., D.O., A.M.l.k, ii. 270 

,, Cieoige, Siiigecm, B., i. i<i4 

,, Janies, i. 137 

Sixth, Rope. i. .j 

Alfonso V., King ol rortugal, i. 4 

Algeria, ii. 190 

Aligarh, ii. 81, 137 

Alivartli Khan, jNawab, i, (>, 163 

Aliwal. battle of, ii. 3(3 1 

Allahabad, an A. M. O.'s station, i. 323. 

324, 344 ; ii. 302, 323 
,, a first- class station, ii. 330 

,, Gariisoii Surgeon, i. 217, 

282, 2S3 

,, Headquarters of IJrigade, 

ii- 34 ^. 

,, Medical Societies, ii. 454, 

455 

,, taken in 1763. i. 192 

Allan, R, D. 1 ).. Asst. Surg.. li.. ii. 250 
All bless L<‘per Home, Bo., ii. 400 

Obstetric Hosp., Bo., ii. 399 
Alien, Mathew. Surg., 15 . , i. 490 ; ii. 471 
,, I’atterson, Asst. Suig., A.M.D., 
li. 2t>2 

Aloilc, John, B.C.S.. ii. 420 


Alvares, Gabriel, Asst. Surg., Bo., i. 

209; ii. 28, 31, 105 
i Alves, William. Surg., B., i. 170. 171 
Aniadavaz, i. 43 : v. Ahmadabad 
Ambala, i. 217. 322-324 ; ii. 330 
Ambapaiii, action at, ii. 262 
■ Arnboyiia. i. 27, 30, 31, 33; ii. 234 
: Ambur, i. 211 ; ii. 240 
; America, i- 247 ; ii. 131, 147, 3^8 
; .. Civil War, ii. 1S7, 198 

,, medl. missions, ii. 373 

• Aincsbury. J. W, K., S.M., B., i. 34 ^; 

ii. 265 

S. C., ii.S.. B., ii. 266 
’ Amherst. Ford. Govr, Genl., ii. ib5, 256 
i Amir-ul Umara, Nawab. i. 14, 15 
,, Saiyid, i. 117 

; Aniijy, i. 33. 35 : ii. 90 
i Anintsar, 11. 330 

i Arnvijtt, Betc-r. B.C.S.. i. 171, 1 So, 
; 1 82-1 84, 180, 188 

! Anaesthetics, ii. 153 
i Anagiidi, battle of, li. 191 
! Anaiularaz, Kaja, i. i6b, 167 ; ii. 1S8 
; Anaiita Terterra. i. 91 
! Andaman Islands, ii. 1 33, 177, 306, 317, 
! 3 *^ 

j Anderson, Alexander, Surg., M., i. 31 4, 
j 325 ; ii. 232, 233 

,, Archibakl, Surg.. B., 11. 208 
: ,, College. Glasgow, ii. 176 

i Dr., of Selkirk, ii. 38 

j ,, George, Surg., M.,i. 303, 323 

James, Pliys. Gcni., M.. i. 
j II, 1^, 302, 303, 363, 3G<», 

497, 322 ; ii. 1. 14-16, 20, 
22, 14S, 2 i 8. 41 1, 476 
i Jiiniei^ Surg., J 5 o., ii. 21 T 

,, John, 1^1.. B.. ii. 370, 371 
jt).M'ph, Apv.. l>o., ii. 110 
: ,. Revd., P., iio.. i. 73 

I ,, Ivobt., Asst. Surg., B., i. 206, 

i 224, 236, 237, 206, 270, 312 

,, Robt., Surg., A.M.D., ii. 470 
,, Thomas. S.G., B., i. 24^. 230, 
3“o. 3 ' '4. 363 ; ii. I, 71 
I ,, 'riiomas, Sing., IT. ii. 145 

! ,, William, Surg., B., i. 183, 

183. jSt>-l9l, 490 
William, Surg., B., ii. 361 

• Antlkho, ii. 14 1 

Andrew, J. A.. Surg., M., ii. 202 
! Anerley, Kent, ii, 2O3, 447 
I Anglia, ii. 106 
j Anitulluh, hakim, i. 38, 39 
; Anjengo, a Bombay station, ii. 104 
i ,, Hospital, ii. 400 

Surgeons at, i., 142, 147, 150. 

I I5G 195. 278, 2S6. 437. 491, 

! 492 ; ii. 70 

I ,, Surgeon killed, ii. 208 

i „ a Surgeon's station, i. 278; 

j ii. 460 

j Ankerwyke, i. 522 
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Annals of EJ. Co., Bruce, i. 44, 93 
Anne, i. 4, 42 

Annesley, Sir James, Sur^;., M.» i. 514. 
i*- 39, 105. -21-!. 

„ J. C.. Siirg., i. 511 
Anson, George, Geiil. andC.>in-C., 
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Antelope, i. 68. T09 

Anthony', John. Snrg., Bo., i. 65 

Antonio, Gaspar, Friar, ii. 393 

Antrim, i. 247 
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